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Tracing the Spatial and Temporal Features of the Prophetic
Hijrah Route in the Narrations of Scholars From 151-1393 AH
Using Quantitative and Graphical Analysis Techniques

Abstract:

For several years, the researcher has initiated and worked on an extensive research
project aimed at tracing, verifying, recording, and positioning the spatial and temporal
features of the Hijrah route of the Prophet Mohammed (PBUH). This project seeks to make
the features of the route available in precise, yet easy-to-understand graphical forms to all
interested classes of people, whether specialists or otherwise.

This paper seeks to present the results of the first stage of the research project ' with two
objectives in mind.The first is to trace, extract and compile into one comprehensive list the
Prophetic Hijrah route features as mentioned in the various narrations of the scholars of
Seerah (Prophet Mohammed’s biography) while determining the precise locations of the
features along the Hijrah route and the exact timing of the journey. The second objective is
to demonstrate how to make better use of certain quantitative and graphical analysis
techniques in facilitating the careful examination, summarizing and comparing of the
scholars’narrations regarding the features of the Hijrah route.This objective includes display-
ing the results of the analysis in a manner that facilitates showing the comprehensiveness of
each specific narration in listing the features while demonstrating how common a specific
feature is mentioned within the various narrations, as well as showing sides of the narrations’
agreements, similarities, differences, repetitions, and so forth.

Conducting a careful and precise examination of the Hijrah route features using
simplified quantitative and graphical analysis techniques will help to achieve the objectives
of the paper, but most importantly, it will serve as the foundation for the two forthcoming
stages of this extensive research project.

This research paper has depended upon a broad and in-depth review of the primary
resource texts in Seerah, history and geography from the period of 151-1393 AH that deline-
ate the specific location and time of the Prophet Mohammed (PBUH) during his Hijrah.
Several quantitative and graphical analysis techniques have been applied, such as tabula-
tion, charts, and conceptual drawings. Various computer software have also been used such
as advanced word processing, spreadsheets, vector and raster drawing, statistical package
for social science (SPSS), etc.

Keywords:

Prophetic Biography, Spatial and Temporal Features of the Prophetic Hijrah Route,
Quantitative Analysis Techniques, Graphical Analysis Techniques.

(1) This research project consists of three stages: the results of the first stage are included in this research paper. As for the results of
the other two stages, they are currently being complied into two separate papers entitled “An Analytical Study of Previous Attempts to
Graphically Represent the Spatial Features of the Prophetic Hijrah Route”and “Recording the Spatial Features of the Prophetic Hijrah Route
Using Global Positioning System (GPS) and Geographical Information System (GIS) Techniques.”
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