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There is virtually no chance that the apostle John wrote the



Fourth Gospel. The author does not claim to be an
eyewitness, the theology is highly developed (unlikely for a
Galilean fisherman), and the book was probably written 60
making the disciple John, who — years after Jesus' death
would have been extremely old by then, an unlikely author
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ze Laghiad (S0 W OS] (aiilate Ll Jlad)l) e 5 (A Ul & say



58U U (5 st (M a8 5a 5 Ul g gy 58551 S

Joachim Késemann, Essays on New Testament Themes(SCM
.Press, 1964), p

37

gt o2 A sV (5 s ) and ) 25 S0 L) Gl g U s O

- Sy

The historical Jesus is not the same as the Jesus of faith. The
historical Jesus is a Jew from first-century Palestine whose
life and teachings can be reconstructed using historical
methods. The Jesus of faith is the object of Christian worship,
whose divine nature and salvific death are affirmed by
whether or not the historical evidence supports — believers
these claims
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The historical Jesus was a charismatic Jewish holy man, " <
preaching the coming Kingdom of God within the framework
of first-century Judaism. His message was apocalyptic, not a
.claim to divinity
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Jesus saw himself as a prophet sent by God to announce the "
eschatological restoration of Israel. There is no evidence he

".intended to found a new religion
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The earliest followers of Jesus believed he was a human "
prophet exalted to heaven after death. The later divinization
.was a gradual development
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Jesus lived and died as a faithful Jew. His teachings "* <
about the Kingdom were part of Jewish apocalyptic thought,
".not a break from Judaism
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historical Jesus fits squarely within the tradition of Jewish
prophets like Elijah and John the Baptist. His miracles and
".exorcisms align with contemporary Jewish expectations
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