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Do you know what an ant is, my son?

An ant is a small insect that often lives
in large groups called colonies. Ants are
found almost everywhere in the world,

except in some very cold places.

An ant's body is very small and divided
into three parts: the head, thorax, and
abdomen. It has six small legs that help
It walk and run quickly, and antennae
on its head that help it smell and

communicate with other ants.
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Some ants have wings, especially the

gueen and males, but most ants do not.

Ants live in colonies, which are small
homes underground, In trees, or in
wood. Some ants live in large anthills
that contain hundreds or thousands of

ants.

Ants love sweet foods like juices and
honey. They also eat grains, seeds, and

some small insects. Ants work together

to gather food and bring it back to the

colony.
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Ants communicate with each other by

leaving scent trails on the ground.

Ants use these scent trails to find food
or to warn other ants of danger. There
are many types of ants, Including
soldier ants, which protect the colony;
worker ants, which gather food and
build the colony; and the queen ant,
which lays eggs to increase the ant

population.

Ants are very strong for their size. They

can carry objects five to ten times their

own body weight.
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Ants wake up early and start working
immediately. Each ant has a specific
role. Worker ants gather food and build
the colony, soldier ants protect the
colony from enemies, and the queen
ant lays eggs daily to increase the ant

population.

Ants always cooperate. If one ant

encounters an obstacle, the other ants

help It overcome It.

Ants build tunnels and small chambers
underground. Each chamber has a

specific function: the queen's chamber,

12
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the egg chamber, the food chamber,
and the storage chamber. Ants use
mud, sand, and sometimes leaves to

build their chambers.

Ants hunt small insects to eat.
Sometimes, ants help other insects,

such as aphids, by protecting them and

taking a sweet, sugary substance from

them. The amazing abilities of ants, my
dear, include rapid communication—
ants leave scent trails for others to
follow—teamwork—ants can move

very large quantities of food if they all
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work together—and learning and

adapting—some types of ants learn

new ways to obtain food.

There is a type of ant called the fire ant;
its sting causes a sensation similar to a
fire sting, but most ants are harmless to

humans.
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