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The long-awaited summer vacation
arrived. This trip didn't come out of
nowhere. It was a mother's gift to her
son, who had worked hard in his
studies and achieved first place.
Knowing that he was eager to take a
cruise on one of the beautiful ships, the
trip was arranged by his mother, and
the child, Saden, traveled with him on a
sea trip organized by those interested
in tourism and travel. Saden boarded

the ship, which would depart in a few
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minutes for the first time. He was very
excited about the start of what would
undoubtedly be a wonderful trip. What
Saden didn't know was that his mother
had several surprises in store for him
during this trip. The ship set sail very
slowly, and he stood still, resting his
hands on the rails, watching the
vastness of the sea and how the water
moved, sometimes slowly and

sometimes violently, rising up and then

falling instantly. The ship reached the

middle of the sea, where it stopped. A
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man wearing a diving suit approached
the guard, asking him to dress like him
and get ready immediately. The mother
told her son that he had to do what the
swimmer asked, as he was about to
experience the deep-sea diving he had
always dreamed of. The guard put on
his diving suit, and the swimmer
provided him with other equipment,

such as oxygen and water-resistant

goggles, so that he could see everything

clearly and unobstructed by the water.

Saden was a little afraid at first, but his
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mother gave him strength and courage.
Saden followed the diver's instructions.
He and the diver entered the sea, and

Saden began swimming toward the

depths of the ocean. He is a good

swimmer and has been practicing for
some time. Saden was amazed at what
he saw deep within. There were fish he
had never seen before and other types
of marine animals he had never heard
of. Not only that, but there were also
plants—marine plants—and even land

beneath the sea that Saden was able to
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stand on. Saden was so happy and
amazed by what he saw during this
diving experience that he didn't want
to leave or for this deep journey to end.
The swimmer took pictures of Saden
while he was in the sea, surrounded by

its beautiful yet frightening

surroundings. The mother, on the edge

of the ship, wanted to reassure herself
that her son was okay, so he came out
and said, "l am here, Mom. What | have
seen is so wonderful. It is unbelievable.

Glory be to God, His creation is
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beautiful, and He is capable of

everything." Saden thanked his mother

for this trip and promised her that he
would maintain first place in his studies
and achieve swimming titles. Next
time, he would be the diver, and she

would accompany him.
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After the child Saden'’s success in his
school exams and his unprecedented
excellence, his mother had to give him
what he deserved and an excellent
reward for his success and excellence
that made everyone happy and very
proud of what Saden had achieved,
proving that he is a smart, persevering
and very hardworking child. And
because Saden kept the promise he
gave to his mother to be among the top

students as she wanted to see him, and
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that is what happened, his mother
Noura had to fulfill her promise, which
was to travel and go to the City of
Darkness, the city whose people do not
leave except at nightfall. And because
Saden had heard a lot about it in stories
and legends, he loved going there to
discover more about it. When his
mother heard the result and jumped for
joy, she gave Saden at that moment a

ticket to travel to the City of Darkness.

The mother's joy was not even a

quarter of Saden's joy when he went to
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the City of Darkness. They traveled
together by plane, which was Saden's
first time riding and seeing the sky so
close to him. Saden and his mother's
journey by plane took hours, not long
hours, as the plane is a very fast and
comfortable means of transportation

and makes the traveler not feel the

fatigue of travel and the arduous road,

but rather feel comfortable and enjoy.
Saden arrived to the City of Darkness
and fortunately the mother and her

beautiful child arrived during the day so
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Saden could experience the events and

what this city is distinguished by from

the beginning of the day to the end.
Saden and his mother were surprised
that in this beautiful city no one is
there during the day, everyone is
absent and non-existent, and how
could this happen? There is certainly a
known secret and a strong reason that
makes the residents of this city not
leave their homes during the day
except at night, which is their day and

the day is their night.
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His mother, Saden, couldn't find a taxi
to take them to the hotel. The city
seemed deserted and everyone had left
from near and far. They were forced to
stay at the airport, which had lost the
few people who worked there and
welcomed the travelers arriving to the
city. As soon as the first minutes of
darkness fell, the city lights started to
ignite as if day had arrived but with a
different and very beautiful color,

shape and appearance. People were

seen laughing and life here in the city
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was full of activity and vitality. None of
them felt sleepy, as they slept during
the day to prepare for the night. The
strange thing was that people went out
at night to work and open their shops,
and everyone went to their work and
business, and the day's work had been
postponed to the night. Frankly, there
is fun in this city, the city of darkness.
The night in this city is different from

our very dark and scary night that lacks

the beautiful and full of frightening

calm. As for the city of darkness, how
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beautiful its night is that it gives life
another life and joy and happiness to
the soul. Caretaker: | am happy,
mother. How beautiful is this city that |
do not want to leave no matter what.
Mother: You can enjoy yourself, my
son, we will stay here for days, do not
worry. Caretaker: Mother, why do
these people not go out during the

day? And at night everyone is outside,

young and old, and life at night is very

similar to the day, except for the

darkness that distinguishes their day,
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which is their night in the first place.
Mother: Let us find someone here to
tell us what made an ordinary city a city
of darkness and what happens here
every night. While they were walking,
smiling, feeling happy, surprised and
enjoying themselves, they found an old
man sitting on one of the street chairs
reading the newspaper.

The caretaker sat next to him and said,

“Would you allow me, Grandpa, to talk

to you for a bit?” The old man, before

the caretaker could ask any question,
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said, “l will tell you the secret of this

city, my son. Thousands of years ago,
the city was like any other city in the
universe and this world. The day is day
and the night is night, in which
everyone sleeps. However, there came
a time when whoever goes out during
the day died until more than half the
population died, and only a few
remained. When trying to discover the
reason, it turned out that there was an
epidemic that appeared during the day

and killed whoever it killed. And
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whoever postponed going out until
night remained alive. From that time
on, the night became our day and the
day is our night, and after that, no one
died. This became the way of life for
the inhabitants of the city of darkness,
which became its name.

Saden was fascinated by the story of
the City of Darkness and the difficult

decision its people made to make their

night their day, but before dawn

everyone would be in their homes even

though the plague had disappeared and
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no longer existed. Even though Saden
and his mother went out during the day
and were not dead, what the people of
the City of Darkness were accustomed
to remained. They were happy with
their night and what happened in it,
and with their day, which they rejected.
Saden and his mother spent

unforgettable times and left the city

carrying many beautiful memories.
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