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President Houssien interviewed by American researcher

tanas 1y QLS e YV deanall 3 JIgedl day

(Helms: The Iraqi sociologist Ali Al-Wardi says that the Iraqi
personality is a double personality. On the one hand the Iraqi may be
severe, decisive and strong, but then he may be loving, temperamental
and generous. Do you agree with this opinion? How do you justify this?

Does this have historical reasons?

President: Double personality is different from what you have
described. A double personality means that the same personality bears
two different nest: at certain times it appears human and ?ovens good
deeds, while at there times, without a basic change of situation, it appears
hateful of life, good and humanity. This could take the form of 'a social
disease effecting any society, in accordance, of course, with its historical

conditions. You may find those affected by this disease in the Iragqi
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society more or less in number than those in the French or Libyan
society, for instance, more or less than what you find in the Greek
society. The case is connected with historical development and the
conditions of society. There is no doubt that political development,
together with the aspects connected with social, economic, and political
life, including the question of democracy and its circumstances, has an
influence on the number of people affected by this disease. But the

example you just referred to, if mentioned by Al-Wardi,

is not a case of disease. You may even find the leader himself more
delicate than a vial of perfume or a rose. But you may also find him
sharper than a sword's edge. In all these cases he is not of a double
personality. Take me for instance: as a human being I suffer when I sign
a sentence of death on the military commanders you have mentioned, that
is on the human and personal levels. But acting from a position of
responsibility, I find their behaviour deserving such punishment, which I
wish it did not take place. So you find me and every official in the State
and the Party: we feel as we should on the human level, yet we are strong

and balanced enough to behave as officials towards responsibility)
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