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International political newspaper (POSP) (*)

Hotel tips for travelers in general and delegations in particular!!

| write the following lines in light of the huge uproar being circulated by all Arab media outlets,
represented by the accusation of an Iragi diplomat — which the aforementioned person has
vehemently denied — of stealing towels, cups, a watch, and a remote control, all worth no more
than $10, from a luxury Arab hotel after staying there. In fact, if the information is true, | confirm
that it is a common habit, although completely false, that many ordinary guests fall into, as well as
businessmen, merchants, celebrities, athletes, media professionals, and guests of upscale five- or
seven-star hotels in particular, because their counterparts, one- or three-star hotels, such as some
of the Alawi, Al-Bataween, Bab Al-Shargi, and Al-Saadoun hotels, for example. Some of these
hotels, but I do not say all of them, are true of what the famous Abbasid poet of Al-Kidiyah, known
as “Abu Al-Shamgmag,” said in the past:

“I do not close my door because | have something in it that | fear will be stolen.

l only close it so that he does not see the bad state of mine who pass the roads by.

A house whose homeland is poverty. If a thief enters it, he will be stolen.”

You must be seriously worry of two things when staying in such miserable hotels: lice and scabies
on the one hand, and the theft of your bags or personal belongings by some of its temporary or

permanent guests on the other hand, and not the other way around!! | advise travelers not to use
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any towel, no matter how clean it seems to you, nor any soap inside it. | also advise using a new
spare sheet and pillowcases that you bring with you in advance to place over the hotel sheet and
pillows, because they will most likely transmit to you what you never imagined, and perhaps even
fungi, parasites, and bacteria that are not even mentioned in medical encyclopedias. Let this be the
first piece of advice thatis not only suitable for lower-class hotels, but also for motels and pensions,
the latter being more deadly and more dangerous in all countries of the world without exception
— their entire nightis hours rented out for practicing all kinds of vices, obscenities, and indecencies,
in addition to using hashish and injecting drugs, except for those whom God has mercy on. Honest
guests have often gotten involved in them, who are forced to live in them because of their
cheapness first and their proximity to airports second, especially during long transit, or during very
late-night flights, or due to emergency weather conditions that disrupt some flights or suddenly
delay them. In one of them, one day, | was forced to discover, after it was too late, that all the
adjacent rooms were occupied with fines and nuts. What is true of motels also applies to so-called
studios in terms of the lack of cleanliness, even if they all appear clean to onlookers. | am talking
here about the enormous levels of moral and invisible germ pollution in the rooms, bathrooms,
sinks, towels, mattresses, tables, carpets, and even in the door and window handles. In addition to
the audio and visual pollution emanating from some restaurants, cafeterias, casinos, and cafes
attached to or near the hotel, and some of the guests of these places. What literally brings to mind

what the Syrian poet and satirist, Fakhri al-Baroudi, said about the miserable night he spentin 1952

at the New Royal Hotel in the Lebanese capital, Beirut:

Oh, the night of ill omen in Beirut, | was... In it, drowsiness and anguish were ominous.

Neither bedbugs, lice, nor fleas bothered me... Neither the rude gnat, nor flies, nor... Owl

But a cricket chirped, disturbing me...and my sleep was lost, and my eyelids were deprived of it.

Early in the night, the sound of jazz kept me up at night...and my heart was worried and sad in my

chest.

No sooner had the drums stopped beating, oh my goodness...than | heard a screeching sound, all

ominous.

Now let's move on to the tips for upscale hotels:

1- Makesure, before you venture out, that you are allowed to use and consume for free, and that
which you must pay for upon departure at exorbitant prices. Therefore, do not eat or drink
anything from the room refrigerator unless you are certain that it is free, or at the expense of
the entity that sent you, or dispatched you, or invited you, or hosted you to represent them in
this or that country while attending a cultural seminar, scientific conference, or art festival...etc.
| personally, along with a dear colleague, fell into two previous traps. The first, we paid for it

humbly after a tug of war—the joy of the trip was gone from our noses—uwhile the second,
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we went to the market and bought what matched everything we ate. We literally drank it for
one-tenth of the exorbitant hotel prices, so we could putitin the fridge before it’s too late!!
Don't take anything from the hotel unless you're allowed to take it, not as a souvenir or out of
selfishness. It's well known that most spoons, cups, forks, and knives from upscale hotel
restaurants, as well as towels, soaps, perfumes, fragrances, and shampoos from first-class
hotels, usually disappear after guests leave. There’s no difference between a millionaire guest
and a bankrupt guest. All guests assume is that they're of no value to the hotel management
and won't constitute a financial burden. They're also commonplace and, from their
perspective, won't constitute a moral or legal breach, especially since the hotel has already
taken them at exorbitant prices for one night, or several! This is not the case at all. Hotels that
discover such transgressions treat them as if you've taken something you don't have the right
to, without prior permission, which is considered theft under some tourism and hotel laws and
customs, exposing you to serious penalties. Literally legally, and possibly even imprisonment
and a back-breaking fine!

Make sure you have free meals, starting with breakfast and ending with dinner, before you
hate the day you stayed at this hotel!

Never leave any of your luggage behind, uncovered or open, when you leave your room. Take
your passport and ticket with you. What cameras document daily and regularly report on is
horrifying to children, especially those working at the hotel. This includes tampering with your
belongings and photographing your passport for later forgery purposes. In addition, the toilet

and sink in the room are thoroughly cleaned.

Be careful, and do not open the room door except to someone you know, or to someone known

by the hotel, and beware of eating any food or drink offered to you by strangers on the hotel floors,

corridors, and elevators, and never use the elevators when a fire breaks out.
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