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Othman the Honest
There was once a powerful and good King.

He loved his people and the nature (i=pkll ) above
all else. He passed many happy hours caring for
(— S=y)the thousands of flowers in his garden.

When he grew old, he called all of the children in
the kingdom to his palace.

" I shall give each of you aseed " he toled
them ." I want you to plant it in a pot and return
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with your flowers in a year. Then I will decide
who will be the next king."

Now Othman also loved wildlife. He often
walked in his father's fields to watch the animals,
birds and insects around him. Above all he loves
flowers. So he planted his seed and every day he
gave it enough water, but not too much. He put it
in the warm morning light, but protected it from
the hot sun . He did every thing a good gardener
should do, but nothing happened. The seed did not
grow!

The end of the year arrived and still Othman
had empty pot. When he arrived at the palace, he

stared (@3~) at all the beautiful flowers the other

children were carrying. He stood sadly with his
pot in front of him. The king saw him and asked
his name. "What happened to your seed, my
boy?" he asked.

Othman explaned, "I've watered my seed
carefully but it won't grow. I'm sorry."

All the other children laughed and waved
their flowers toward the king.

Thr old king spoke angrily to the other
children, "I don't know what you've been growing.
I gave you all cooked seeds which do not grow,"
he said. " Othman in the only honest child in my
kingdom, and he shall be the next king.
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