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THERE IS NO satisfactory history of French criticism, but there
are the chapters in the third volume of George Saintsbury’s A History
of Criticism and Literary Taste in Europe (3 vols. Edinburgh,
1900-04), the short sketches of Ferdinand Brunetiére, L’Evolutio:_z de
la critique depuis la Renaissance jusqu’a nos jours (Paris, 1900), and
of Philippe van Tieghem, Petite Histoire des grandes doctrines
littéraires en France (Paris, 1946), as well as the old book by Alfred
Michiels, Histoire des idées littéraires en France au XIX* siécle et de
leurs origines dans les siécles antérairieures (4th ed., 2 vols. Paris,
1863), and the collection of essays by Irving Babbitt, The Masters of
Modern French Criticism (Boston, 1912). On aesthetics there is a
mediocre book by T. M. Mustoxidi, Histoire de I’ esthétique francaise :
1700-1900 (Paris, 1920).

Albert Cassagne, La Théorie de U'art pour I'art en France chez
les derniers romantiques et les premiers réalistes, Paris, 1906;
reprinted 1959.

H. A. Needham, Le Développement de I’ esthétique sociologique
en France et en Angleterre au XIX°® siécle, Paris, 1926; Mediocre.

H. J. Hunt, Le Socialisme et le romantisme en France, Oxford,
1935; excellent.

A. E. Carter, The Idea of Decadence in French Literature, 1830-
1900, Toronto, Canada, 1958.
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Margaret Gilman, The Idea of Poetry in France, from Houdar de
la Motte to Baudelaire, Cambridge, Mass., 1958; excellent.

On German influences: André Monchoux, L’Allemagne devant
les lettres francaises de 1814 a 1835 (Paris, 1953), with bibliography.

On Barante: “Sainte-Beuve” in Portraits contemporains (1843),

Vol. 4. Georg Brandes in Main Currents, Vol. 1, has a chapter on

Barante.

On Sismondi: Carlo Pellegrini, II Sismondi e la storia delle
letterature dell’ Europa meridionale, Geneva, 1926; Jean-R. de Salis,
Sismondi, 1773-1842: La Vie et I’ ceuvre d’un cosmopolite philosophe,
Paris, 1932, and Sismondi, 1773-1842: Lettres et documents inédits
suivis d’une liste des sources et d'une bibliographie, Paris, 1932;
Sainte-Beuve, Nouveaux Lundis, Vol. 6 (1863).

On Fauriel: J. B. QGalley, Claude Fauriel (Paris, 1909),
biographical; Sainte-Beuve, Portraits contemporains, Vol. 4 (1845).

On Ampére there is no adequate monograph. The best essays are :
Sainte-Beuve, Portraits littéraires, 2 (1844), Portraits contemporains,
3 (1846), and Nouveaux Lundis, 13 (1868)' Heinz Haufe, J. J. Ampére
(1800-64), ein Kritiker der Friihromantik, Dresden, 193).

On Villemain: G. Vauthier, Villemain 1790-1890 (Paris, 1913),
biographical; Sainte-Beuve, Portraits contemporains, 2 (1836);

Causeries du lundi I (1849); 6 (1852); 1. Barbey d’Aurevilly, Les
Critiques, Paris, 1888; Ermest George Atkin. “Villemain and French
Classicism,” in Studies by Members of the Department of Romance
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Languages (of the University of Wisconsin), (Madison, Wis., 1924),
pp- 126-51.

On Chasles: . Barbey d’Aurevilly, Les Critiques, Paris, 1888:; E.
Margaret Phillips, Philaréte Chasles, Critigue et historien de la
littérature anglaise, Paris, 1933; A. Levin, ed., The Legacy of
Philaréte Chasles, Vol. 1, Selected Essays on Nineteenth Century
French Literature (Chapel Hill, N.C., 1957), introductory comment;

two more volumes to appear.

On Planche: Sainte-Beuve, Nouveaux Lundis, 5, 67 ff.; Causeries
du lundi, 11, 482; Mes Poisons (Paris, 1926), p. 31; Maurice Regard,
L’Adversaire des romantiques: Gustave Planche (2 vols. Paris, 1955),
15 exhaustive; bibliography.

On Saint-Marc Girardin: Laurence W. Wylie, Saint-Marc
Girardin Bourgeois, Syracuse, N.Y., 1947; bibliography. Also
Sainte-Beuve, Causeries du lundi, 1 (1849) ; Nisard in Efudes de
critique littéraire (1858); and De Sanctis in Saggi critici, I (1856).

On Nisard: E. Equey, Désiré Nisard et son auvre, Berne, 1902;
diss., thin. Also Sainte-Beuve in Portraits contemporains, 3 (1836),
and Causeries du lundi, 15 (1867); Edmond Scherer in Etudes, I

(1863); Barbey d’Aurevilly, Les Critiqgues, 1888, and Edward
Dowden, in New Studies in Literature, LLondon, 1895.

On Vinet: E. Scherer, Alexandre Vinet: Notice sur sa vie et ses
écrits (Paris, 1853), little on criticism; Louis Molines, Etude sur
Alexandre Vinet, critique littéraire, Paris, 1890: Ernest Seilliére,

Christianisme et romantisme: Alexandre Vinet, historien de la pensée
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francaise, Paris, 1925; Edwin Borschberg, Alexandre Vinet als
Literaturhistoriker, Zurich, 1940. Francois Jost, Alexandre Vinet,
interpréte de Pascal, Lausanne, 1950. See also Sainte-Beuve in
Portraits contemporains, 3 (1837); Portraits littéraires, 3 (1847);
Scherer in Etudes, I (1863); Jean Bonnerot, “Etat présent des €tudes
sur Vinet,” in Revue d’histoire littéraire de la France, 56 (1956),
385-91; Frangois Jost, “Alexandre Vinet en face de Blaise Pascal,” in
Essais de littérature comparée, 2 vols. Fribourg, 1964, 1, 169-200.

On Magnin: no modem study; Sainte-Beuve, in Nouveaux Lundis,
5 (1863), 440-78, and in Portraits contemporains, 3 (1843), 387-414.

On Leroux, besides Hunt: Félix P. Thomas, Pierre Leroux, sa vie,
son cuvre, sa doctrine, Paris, 1904; David Owen Evans, Le
Socialisme romantique: Pierre Leroux et ses contemporains, Paris,

1949.

On Cousin: Frederic Will, Intelligible Beauty in Aesthetic
Thought from Winckelmann to Victor Cousin, Tiibingen, 1958.

On Gautier, besides Cassagne: Sainte-Beuve’s review of Les
Groteques in Portraits contemporains, 5 (1844), and remarks In
Nouveaux Lundis, 6 (1863), esp. 295 ff.; Helen E. Patch, The
Dramatic Criticism of Théophile Gautier (Bryn Mawr, Pa., 1922),
with list of hundreds of articles. M. C. Spencer, “The Problem of
Ghost-Writing in the Critical Work of Théophile Gautier,” in
Symposium, 17 (1963), 101-13, must be taken into account. Also
René Jasinski, Les Années romantiques de Th. Gautier, Paris, 1929;
Georges Matoré, ed., La Préface de Mademoiselle de Maupin (Paris,
1946), with a useful introduction.
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2l 19 jalad

The writings of Sainte- Beuve are quoted from the old editions
frequently reprinted: Premiers Lundis (3 vols. Paris, 1874 - 76), as
Pre Lu: Portraits littéraires (3 vols. Paris, 1862 - 64), as Po Li;
Portraits contemporains (5 vols. Paris, 1869 - 71 ), as Pc; Portraits de
femmes (Paris, 1879), as PF; Port Royal (7 vols. Paris, 1867-71) as Po
Ro; for Chateaubriand et son groupe littéraire ( 2 vols. Paris, 1861), I
used the annotated edition by Maurice Allem, 1949, as Cha;
Causeries du lundi (16 vols. Pans, 1857 - 72), as CL; Nouuveaux
Lundis (13 vols. Paris, 1863 - 70), as NL; Etude sur Virgile, Paris,
1870; Chroniques parisiennes, ed. J. Troubat, Paris, 1876; Les
Cahiers, ed. J. Troubat, Paris, 1876, Mes Poisons, Cahiers intimes,
ed. V. Giraud, Paris, 1926; Part of the original text of the Lausanne
lectures was published as Port Royal: Le Cours de Lausanne, ed. Jean
Pommier, Paris, 1937. Sainte-Beuve’s Letters up to and including
1864 in Correspondance générale, ed. Jean. Bonnerot 13 vols. Paris,
1935-63.

Jean Bonnerot, Bibliograaphie de I’ ceuvre de Sainte-Beuve (3 parts
in 4 vols. Paris, 1937 - 52), 1s most valuable. The third volume in two
parts contains a chronological list of all his writings and a list of his
readings.

The best life is André Billy, Sainte-Beuve, as vie et son temps, 2
Vols. Paris, 1952. Shorter biographies are those of Maurice Allem,
Portrait de Sainte-Beuve (Paris, 1954) and of Harold Nicolson,
Sainte-Beuve (LLondon, 1957), derivative from Billy. Lewis Freeman
Mott, Sainte-Beuve, New York, 1925; factual.

Gustave Michaut, Sainte-Beuve avant Les Lundis (Paris, 1903), is a
full descriptive account of Sainte-Beuve’s earlier writings. A.G.
[ehmann, Sainte-Beuve. A Portrait of the Critic 1804-1842 (Oxford,
1962), is a fme intellectual biography. Carlo Bo, Delle Immagini
giovanili di Sainte-Bevue (Florence, 1938), contributed little.

Marcel Proust, Contre Sainte-Beuve (Paris, 1954, written 1908-10);
Curious.

Lander MacClintock, Sainte-Beuve's Critical Theory and Practice
after 1849 (Chicago, 1920), is a useful thesis. William Frederick
Giese, Sainte-Beuve, A Literary Portrait (Madison, Wisc., 1931), is
an enthusiastic description of his views.
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Maxime Leroy, La Pensée de Sainte-Beuve (Paris, 1940), concerns
religion and politics and hardly touches literary criticism. Gustave
Michaut, Etudes sur Sainte-Beuve (Paris, 1905), discusses special
poimnts: the relation to Michiels, to Chateaubriand, etc. André
Bellessort, Sainte-Beuve et le XIX© siécle (Paris, 1927), is a good,
general account, some what popular in nature.

The following articles seemed to me most interesting or helpful:

Irving Babbitt, in Masters of French Criticism (Boston, 1912), pp.
97-188; still the best essay in English.

Gabriel Brunet, “Regard sur Sainte-Beuve,” in Evocations
littéraires (Paris, 1930), pp. 183-248; highly critical.

W.H. Frohock, “the Critic and the Cult of Art: Sainte-Beuve and
the Esthetic Movement,” Romanic Review, 32 (1941), 379-88. Cf.
Edna Fredrick, “The Critic and the Cult of Art: Further Observations,”
ibid., 33 (1942), 385-87.

Remy de Gourmont, “Sainte-Beuve, créateur de valeurs”, in
Prom-enades philosophiques (9th ed. Paris, 1913), pp. 33-44; first
published 1904.

Jean Hytier, “Balzac et Sainte-Beuve: une haine littéraire,” Rivista
de estudios franceses, 6 (1951), 47-88.

A. G. Lehmann, “Sainte-Beuve, critique de la hittérature anglaise,”
Revue de littérature comparée, 18 (1954), 419-39.

Henri Peyre, many unfavorable comments in Writers and Their
Critics (Ithaca, N.Y., 1944); index.

E. M. Phillips, “The Present State of Sainte-Beuve Studies,”
French Studies, 5 (1951), 101 - 25, for many more references.

2%

Martin Turmell, “Literary Criticism in France,” “Sainte-Beuve,” 1n
Scrutiny, 8 (1939), 177-82; reprinted in R. W. Stallman, Critiques and
Essays in Criticism (New York, 1949), pp. 421-34.

Carl A. Viggiani, “Sainte-Beuve (1824-30), Critic and Creator,”
Romanic Review, 44 (1953), 263-72.

Emile Zola, “Sainte-Beuve,” In Documents littéraires, (Euvres
complétes, ed. Maurice Le Blond (Paris, 1928), PP. 209-54; first

published 1881.
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