AR 5

Wl 2zl Jles U

Sy Ao 5




LB Sy ezl e D

- \:My
) s
J.;L% i*-?f

JUIBA IRV A



0 Vb — L0 2 el JlsH 2SS
@e5) 1o o
M Lk 1l

Yo o) dadal




PRiFe
V)4
YY1
AR
VYA
\ LT
VEA
\ov

b gl
ds e
Sy G
EC NP
;;?z:.ﬁo ¢ }3‘;}@7
A3
Ll ) o5 2y 3 ;x;ﬂ.;'xz\
IMLY o Syl
Ol AN e (g 525 dge
() 35, U0
(Y) 55 sllas
<l 5o
U (5
A df 8yl
(GO g 5 900 51 e ol el
SLaced
G s 5 oo o OV
252 G g
g ey
LU @l 5315 (5 Kol S
@L&S\ Qe
ek J Dl
L5 sl o 5l
3195,V
.s}.ja)\
Ll ‘éJLL' Coy.l;-
= JS]
5 2 3l LU 45 e
Lol ol



yay
VA
VYV
YA
)4y
e
SO
YVo
YYo
YY ¢
YYA
N
\ytagl
e
T
¢V
YVA
YAS
YAy
A\
Yo
VA

padall
O 5 el
A
o )

“oe (e

453

J=

o2 Y1 S0

8 s (5= Lghalad 5 O gane O
JIREHE

o2 WS

ol Al
SL;.E.S\)},.&

S e )

& g

JMLS.}‘)LA C'Jb.b;:vc J.O
3}3]«;‘

Y1 Yl

TR AP W
Ll S 8

Lo

B

)



gl 3 Ll L Jhas 15 N ATY ple £S5 o1 Bl LY I (3 3 Lk ol
o2 O iy ¥ el a8 O 2 . OLadl Olagy § 25 ) ATY ole sslule i e
oay 85 ige 51 gl ar Al 6 el dLd oda OIS A el ST AlE g5,
oo aslss Loy (Aol il Gl Bolos o o Laslas oo Jor 5 (b ylal (8 densl 5l
g Sl el B a8 Gn s 5 58 o]

ol Al L eSe A515 6w 0585 G O Lalew il ) Jsd)l AU e ud
Wbl Jo U gab ey 5 Asb &5, O 1S sy byl p gl el ts o121
G e g 5o I 515 OLp ¢ g DN o gl po sl (5 o (BB Lt Bl ST
Bslall dnasetdl el o s e bl Ly oo S5 Jn ¥ Lo sy 2l
il e Y 1AL BT s LaylasT ST a5

255 Gl A5l e 5 8 V1 cdanall S Bl s, ik Jsladll sds 3
Lo o8 O Ll collanal 1dy N5 el Lo dlade 5,08 br ol
oty (N 5 1 1D 1505 penaas O3 ctgtdl OV (§ deal; B o2 O ¢ al
Sl Aleal e o pdl 4] cleldS I3 Vs & el J b e Y SUlall Gos e 543
ST clgrey ol § it Ll (gl lalio ad g g2 1y IV e e S
Yot M ANOGR

Bl Lzblos 2le] o5 datilad jam de 5 Jo il ccintdl 1 oy B3l
Lo G5l 055 colinny el sy o BT OF UL 05 Vgl () 5e 4o gas
oAy i) gl g 3L § 48y il ST oty SIS s 5 salb ) 25 4
iy Vlaily B g 25T Lgn 2 s eyl 0551 ) Lells

s sl 5 bl G ) o o b U 31 g 6 GO g atdl s 5 OF i o
Aoy OB claslal e JsY1 sl e Jendl e 3 o amsl G L4 A5 B O

-



(o5 L Ol gl s ISl G g2l e J Bely I3 OIS caniiys a2 Ls b 16,
.u&guﬁjb&@ﬂa,u&iw&

Lenar 1 o5 Ll 51 bl 6 pelald ot Sl ot OF 55 Y okl (5
SNl o gamed ST e Joadl a1 5 e JS SETLS (g1 Lo goe (3 L] o
Gl sle Ghny G e L g o gkl s maetall lin Jrood cad

G s bl



Southern Sunrise

Color of lemon, mango, peach,
These storybook villas

Still dream behind

Shutters, their balconies

Fine as hand-

Made lace, or a leaf-and-flower pen-sketch.
Tilting with the winds,

On arrowy stems,
Pineapple-barked,

A green crescent of palms
Sends up its forked

Firework of fronds.

A gquartz-clear dawn

Inch by bright inch

Gilds all our Avenue,

And out of the blue drench

Of Angels' Bay

Rises the round red watermelon sun.
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Alicante Lullaby

In Alicante they bowl the barrels

Bumblingly over the nubs of the cobbles

Past the yellow-paella eateries,

Below the ramshackle back-alley balconies,
While the cocks and hens

In the roofgardens

Scuttle repose with crowns and cackles.
Kumquat-colored trolleys ding as they trundle
Passengers under an indigo fizzle

Needling spumily down from the wires:
Alongside the sibilant harbor the lovers

Hear loudspeakers boom

From each neon-lit palm

Rumbas and sambas no ear-flaps can muffle.

O Cacophony, goddess of jazz and of quarrels,
Crack-throated mistress of bagpipes and cymbals,
Let be your con brios, your capricciosos,
Crescendos, cadenzas, prestos and prestissimos,
My head on the pillow (Piano, pianissimo)
Lullayed by susurrous lyres and viols.
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Song for a Summer's Day

Through fen and farmland walking

With my own country love

| saw slow flocked cows move

White hulks on their day's cruising;

Sweet grass sprang for their grazing.

The air was bright for looking:

Most far in blue, aloft,

Clouds steered a burnished drift;

Larks' nip and tuck arising

Came in for my love's praising.

Sheen of the noon sun striking

Took my heart as if It were a green-tipped leaf
Kindled by my love's pleasing Into an ardent blazing.
And so, together, talking,

Through Sunday's honey-air

We walked (and still walk there —

Out of the sun's bruising)

Till the night mists came rising.
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Black Rook in Rainy Weather

On the stiff twig up there

Hunches a wet black rook

Arranging and rearranging its feathers in the rain.
| do not expect a miracle

Or an accident

To set the sight on fire

In my eye, nor seek
Any more in the desultory weather some design,
But let spotted leaves fall as they fall,
Without ceremony, or portent.
Although, I admit, | desire,

Occasionally, some backtalk

From the mute sky, | can't honestly complain:

A certain minor light may still Lean incandescent
Out of kitchen table or chair

As if a celestial burning took

Possession of the most obtuse objects now and then—
Thus hallowing an interval

Otherwise inconsequent

By bestowing largesse, honor,

One might say love. At any rate, | now walk
Wary (for it could happen

Even in this dull, ruinous landscape); skeptical,
Yet politic; ignorant



A

Of whatever angel may choose to flare
Suddenly at my elbow. | only know that a rook
Ordering its black feathers can so shine
As to seize my senses, haul

My eyelids up, and grant

A Dbrief respite from fear

Of total neutrality. With luck,

Trekking stubborn through this season

Of fatigue, | shall Patch together a content
Of sorts. Miracles occur,

If you care to call those spasmodic

Tricks of radiance miracles. The wait's begun again,

The long wait for the angel,
For that rare, random descent..
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Miss Drake Proceeds to Supper

No novice

In those elaborate rituals

Which allay the malice

Of knotted table and crooked chair,

The new woman in the ward

Wears purple, steps carefully

Among her secret combinations of eggshells
And breakable hummingbirds,

Footing sallow as a mouse

Between the cabbage-roses

Which are slowly opening their furred petals
To devour and drag her down Into the carpet's design.
With bird-quick eye cocked askew

She can see in the nick of time

How perilous needles grain the floorboards
And outwit their brambled plan;

Now through her ambushed air,

Adazzle with bright shards

Of broken glass,

She edges with wary breath,

Fending off jag and tooth,

Until, turning sideways,

She lifts one webbed foot after the other
Into the still, sultry weather

Of the patients' dining room.
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Conversation Among the Ruins

Through portico of my elegant house you stalk

With your wild furies, disturbing garlands of fruit
And the fabulous lutes and peacocks, rending the net
Of all decorum which holds the whirlwind back.
Now, rich order of walls is fallen; rooks croak
Above the appalling ruin; in bleak light

Of your stormy eye, magic takes flight

Like a daunted witch, quitting castle when real days break.
Fractured pillars frame prospects of rock;

While you stand heroic in coat and tie, | sit
Composed in Grecian tunic and psyche-knot,

Rooted to your black look, the play turned tragic:

With such blight wrought on our bankrupt estate,
What ceremony of words can patch the havoc®
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Winter Landscape, with Rooks

Water in the millrace, through a sluice of stone,
plunges headlong into that black pond

where, absurd and out-of-season, a single swan
floats chaste as snow, taunting the clouded mind
which hungers to haul the white reflection down.
The austere sun descends above the fen,

an orange cyclops-eye, scorning to look

longer on this landscape of chagrin;

feathered dark in thought, | stalk like a rook,
brooding as the winter night comes on.¢

Last summer's reeds are all engraved in ice

as is your image in my eye; dry frost

glazes the window of my hurt; what solace

can be struck from rock to make heart's waste
grow green again ? Who'd walk in this bleak place?
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Pursuit (1)

"Dans lefond des forks votre image me suit." RACINE
There is a panther stalks me down:
One day I'll have my death of him;
His greed has set the woods aflame,
He prowls more lordly than the sun.
Most soft, most suavely glides that step,
Advancing always at my back;
From gaunt hemlock, rooks croak havoc:
The hunt is on, and sprung the trap.
Flayed by thorns I trek the rocks,
Haggard through the hot white noon.
Along red network of his veins
What fires run, what craving wakes ?
Insatiate, he ransacks the land
Condemned by our ancestral fault,
Crying: blood, let blood be spilt;
Meat must glut his mouth's raw wound.
Keen the rending teeth and sweet The singeing fury of his fur;
His kisses parch, each paw's a briar,
Doom consummates that appetite.
In the wake of this fierce cat, Kindled like torches for his joy,
Charred and ravened women lie,
Become his starving body's bait.
Now hills hatch menace, spawning shade;
Midnight cloaks the sultry grove;

The black marauder, hauled by love
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Pursuit (Y)

On fluent haunches, keeps my speed.
Behind snarled thickets of my eyes
Lurks the lithe one; in dreams' ambush
Bright those claws that mar the flesh
And hungry, hungry, those taut thighs.
His ardor snares me, lights the trees,
And | run flaring in my skin;
What lull, what cool can lap me in
When burns and brands that yellow gaze?
| hurl my heart to halt his pace,

To quench his thirst | squander blood; He eats, and still his need
seeks food,

Compels a total sacrifice. His voice waylays me, spells a trance,
The gutted forest falls to ash;

Appalled by secret want, | rush From such assault of radiance.
Entering the tower of my fears, | shut my doors on that dark guilt,
| bolt the door, each door | bolt.

Blood quickens, gonging in my ears:

The panther's tread is on the stairs, Coming up and up the stairs.
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Bucolics

Mayday: two came to field in such wise:

'A daisied mead,' each said to each,

So were they one; so sought they couch,
Across barbed stile, through flocked brown cows.
'No pitchforked farmer, please,' she said;
'‘May cockcrow guard us safe,’ said he;

By blackthorn thicket, flower spray

They pitched their coats, come to green bed.
Below: a fen where water stood;

Aslant: their hill of stinging nettle;

Then, honor-bound, mute grazing cattle;
Above: leaf-wraithed white air, white cloud.
All afternoon these lovers lay

Until the sun turned pale from warm,

Until sweet wind changed tune, blew harm:
Cruel nettles stung her ankles raw.

Rueful, most vexed, that tender skin

Should accept so fell a wound,

He stamped and cracked stalks to the ground
Which had caused his dear girl pain.

Now he goes from his rightful road

And, under honor, will depart;

While she stands burning, venom-girt,

In wait for sharper smart to fade.
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The Queen's Complaint

In ruck and quibble of courtfolk

This giant hulked, I tell you, on her scene

With hands like derricks,

Looks fierce and black as rooks;

Why, all the windows broke when he stalked in.
Her dainty acres he ramped through

And used her gentle doves with manners rude;

| do not know What fury urged him slay

Her antelope who meant him naught but good.
She spoke most chiding in his ear

Till he some pity took upon her crying;

Of rich attire He made her shoulders bare

And solaced her, but quit her at cock's crowing.
A hundred heralds she sent out

To summon in her slight all doughty men
Whose force might fit

Shape of her sleep, her thought —

None of that greenhorn lot matched her bright crown.
So she is come to this rare pass

Whereby she treks in blood through sun and squall
And sings you thus:

'How sad, alas, it is

To see my people shrunk so small, so small.

1y
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Ode for Ted

From under crunch of my man's boot

green oat-sprouts jut;

he names a lapwing, starts rabbits in a rout
legging it most nimble to sprigged hedge of bramble,
stalks red fox, shrewd stoat.

Loam-humps, he says, moles shunt

up from delved worm-haunt;

blue fur, moles have; hefting chalk-hulled flint
he with rock splits open knobbed quartz; flayed colors ripen
rich, brown, sudden in sunglint.

For his least look, scant acres yield:

each finger-furrowed field

heaves forth stalk, leaf, fruit-nubbed emerald;
bright grain sprung so rarely

he hauls to his will early;

at his hand's staunch hest, birds build.
Ringdoves roost well within his wood,

shirr songs to suit which mood

he saunters in; how but most glad

could be this adam's woman

when all earth his words do summon

leaps to laud such man's blood!

TA

21 April 1956
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Soliloquy of the Solipsist

| €

| walk alone ¢

The midnight street

Spins itself from under my feet ¢
When my eyes shut

These dreaming houses all snuff out ¢
Through a whim of mine

Over gables the moon's celestial onion
Hangs high .

| Make houses shrink

And trees diminish

By going far; my look's leash
Dangles the puppet-people

Who, unaware how they dwindle «
Laugh, kiss, get drunk «

Nor guess that if | choose to blink
They die .

I

When in good humor «

Give grass its green

Blazon sky blue, and endow the sun
With gold ¢

Yet, in my wintriest moods, | hold
Absolute power

To boycott color and forbid any flower
To be .



I

Know you appear

Vivid at my side,

Denying you sprang out of my head,

Claiming you feel

Love fiery enough to prove flesh real,

Though it's quite clear

All your beauty, all your wit, is a gift, my dear,

From me.
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Fire song

Born green we were

to this flawed garden,

but in speckled thickets, warted as a toad,

spitefully skulks our warden,

fixing his snare

which hauls down buck, cock, trout, till all most fair

Is tricked to falter in spilt blood.

Now our whole task's to hack

some angel-shape worth wearing

from his crabbed midden where all's wrought so awry
that no straight inquiring

could unlock

shrewd catch silting our each bright act back

to unmade mud cloaked by sour sky.

Sweet salts warped stem

of weeds we tackle towards way's rank ending;
scorched by red sun

we heft globed flint, racked in veins' barbed bindings;
brave love, dream

not of staunching such strict flame, but come,

lean to my wound; burn on, burn on.
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Two Sisters of Persephone

Two girls there are: within the house

One sits; the other, without.

Daylong a duet of shade and light

Plays between these.

In her dark wainscoted room

The first works problems on

A mathematical machine.

Dry ticks mark time As she calculates each sum.
At this barren enterprise

Rat-shrewd go her squint eyes,

Root-pale her meager frame.

Bronzed as earth, the second lies,

Hearing ticks blown gold

Like pollen on bright air. Lulled

Near a bed of poppies,

She sees how their red silk flare

Of petaled blood Burns open to sun's blade.

On that green altar Freely become sun's bride, the latter
Grows quick with seed.

Grass-couched in her labor's pride,

She bears a king. Turned bitter

And sallow as any lemon, The other, wry virgin to the last,
Goes graveward with flesh laid waste,
Worm-husbanded, yet no woman.
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Vanity Fair

Through frost-thick weather

This witch sidles, fingers crooked, as if
Caught in a hazardous medium that might
Merely by its continuing

Attach her to heaven.

At eye's envious corner

Crow's-feet copy veining on stained leaf;
Cold squint steals sky's color; while bruit
Of bells calls holy ones, her tongue
Backtalks at the raven

Cleaving furred air Over her skull's midden; no knife
Rivals her whetted look, divining what conceit
Waylays simple girls, church-going,

And what heart's oven

Craves most to cook batter

Rich in strayings with every amorous oaf,
Ready, for a trinket,

To squander owl-hours on bracken bedding,
Flesh unshriven.

Against virgin prayer

This sorceress sets mirrors enough

To distract beauty's thought;

Lovesick at first fond song,

Each vain girl's driven

1)



To believe beyond heart's flare

No fire is, nor in any book proof

Sun hoists soul up after lids fall shut;

So she wills all to the black king.

The worst sloven

Vies with best queen over

Right to blaze as satan's wife;

Housed in earth, those million brides shriek out.
Some burn short, some long,

Staked in pride's coven.
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Strumpet Song

With white frost gone

And all green dreams not worth much,
After a lean day's work

Time comes round for that foul slut:
Mere bruit of her takes our street

Until every man,

Red, pale or dark,

Veers to her slouch.

Mark, I cry, that mouth

Made to do violence on,

That seamed face

Askew with blotch, dint, scar

Struck by each dour year.

Walks there not some such one man

As can spare breath

To patch with brand of love this rank grimace
Which out from black tarn, ditch and cup
Into my most chaste own eyes

Looks up.

v
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Tinker Jack and the Tidy Wives

'‘Come lady, bring that pot

Gone black of polish

And whatever pan this mending master
Should trim back to shape.

I'll correct each mar On silver dish,
And shine that kettle of copper

At your fireside Bright as blood.

'‘Come lady, bring that face

Fallen from luster.

Time's soot in bleared eye

Can be made to glister

For small charge. No form's gone so awry,
Crook-back or bandy-leg,

But Tinker Jack can forge

Beauty from hag.

'‘Whatever scath

Fierce fire's wrought Jack will touch up
And fit for use.

What scar's been knocked

Into cracked heart Jack shall repair.
And if there be Young wives still blithe,
Still fair, Whose labor's not yet smoked
Their fine skin sere, From their white heat
Before he part Let Jack catch fire.
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Street Song
By a mad miracle | go intact
Among the common rout
Thronging sidewalk, street,
And bickering shops;
Nobody blinks a lid, gapes,
Or cries that this raw flesh
Reeks of the butcher's cleaver,
Its heart and guts hung hooked
And bloodied as a cow's split frame
Parceled out by white-jacketed assassins.
Oh no, for | strut it clever
As a greenly escaped idiot,
Buying wine, bread,
Yellow-casqued chrysanthemums —
Arming myself with the most reasonable items
To ward off, at all cost, suspicions
Roused by thorned hands, feet, head,
And that great wound
Squandering red From the flayed side.
Even as my each mangled nerve-end
Trills its hurt out Above pitch of pedestrian ear,
So, perhaps I, knelled dumb by your absence,
Alone can hear
Sun's parched scream, Every downfall and crash
Of gutted star, And, more daft than any goose,
This cracked world's incessant gabble and hiss.
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L_etter to a Purist

That grandiose colossus who

Stood astride

The envious assaults of sea

(Essaying, wave by wave,

Tide by tide, To undo him, perpetually),
Has nothing on you,

O my love,

O my great idiot, who

With one foot

Caught (as it were) in the muck-trap

Of skin and bone,

Dithers with the other way out

In preposterous provinces of the madcap

Cloud-cuckoo, Agawp at the impeccable moon.
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Dialogue Between Ghost and Priest

In the rectory garden on his evening walk

Paced brisk Father Shawn. A cold day, a sodden one it was In black
November. After a sliding rain

Dew stood in chill sweat on each stalk ¢

Each thorn; spiring from wet earth, a blue haze

Hung caught in dark-webbed branches like a fabulous heron .
Hauled sudden from solitude ¢

Hair prickling on his head ¢

Father Shawn perceived a ghost

Shaping itself from that mist .

'How now," Father Shawn crisply addressed the ghost
Wavering there, gauze-edged, smelling of woodsmoke «
'What manner of business are you on ¢

From your blue pallor, I'd say you inhabited the frozen waste
Of hell, and not the fiery part. Yet to judge by that dazzled look ¢
That noble mien, perhaps you've late quitted heaven '

In voice furred with frost «

Ghost said to priest :

'Neither of those countries do | frequent :

Earth is my haunt .

'Come, come,' Father Shawn gave an impatient shrug «

'l don't ask you to spin some ridiculous fable

Of gilded harps or gnawing fire: simply tell

After your life's end, what just epilogue

God ordained to follow up your days. Is it such trouble

To satisfy the questions of a curious old fool '¢

AR



'In life, love gnawed my skin

To this white bone ¢

What love did then, love does now :

Gnaws me through .

'What love," asked Father Shawn, 'but too great love
Of flawed earth-flesh could cause this sorry pass ¢
Some damned condition you are in :

Thinking never to have left the world, you grieve
As though alive, shriveling in torment thus

To atone as shade for sin that lured blind man .
"The day of doom

Is not yet come .

Until that time

A crock of dust is my dear home .

'Fond phantom,’ cried shocked Father Shawn «
'Can there be such stubbornness —

A soul grown feverish, clutching its dead body-tree
Like a last storm-crossed leaf? Best get you gone
To judgment in a higher court of grace .

Repent, depart, before God's trump-crack splits the sky .
From that pale mist

Ghost swore to priest :

"There sits no higher court

Than man's red heart'.
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The Glutton

He, hunger-stung, hard to slake,

So fitted is for my black luck

(With heat such as no man could have
And yet keep kind)

That all merit's in being meat
Seasoned how he'd most approve;
Blood's broth, Filched by his hand,
Choice wassail makes, cooked hot,
Cupped quick to mouth;

Though prime parts cram each rich meal,
He'll not spare

Nor scant his want until

Sacked larder's gone bone-bare.
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Recantation

"Tea leaves I've given up«
And that crooked line

On the queen's palm

Is no more my concern.

On my black pilgrimage

This moon-pocked crystal ball
Will break before it help¢
Rather than croak out
What's to come:

My darling ravens are flown .
'Forswear those freezing tricks of sight
And all else I've taught
Against the flower in the blood :
Not wealth nor wisdom stands
Above the simple vein «
The straight mouth .

Go to your greenhorn youth
Before time ends And do good
With your white hands'.

YYV



3‘£)Y‘

G W odus g Be Gl G Ly ] Gba dsp
Gl ol Sis g Sl Y f,;@gm\gﬂsi}suu
B35 85 Somall U Jadly 2SS 3L, (Hy s
Gad Zpdll 3ol glye S w8 10055 YL G0l ST )
BEh o) S f5 Y 5 Ll S segalan Jo g
Pt W5 Guall LS5 Ay 066 3] deadl e L S 830 8 80 L
(a5 Yj;a:f)pﬁfﬂgjaﬂw &éﬁ@ﬂ\@\&%ﬁ\wﬁ
o a5y eas Bl 0,8 W Bl Gy el

D dale 3 ks

)y pla Y1 e slze VI e 6 e ladl L Jas cies &1 s Al ) o S sknadl
il b5 Gaadl s ALl U] 83 gl s daad | dgarl 5o ) el o Eoedl 5

bl e Ny ol il Obedl e Bidm 0555 0F LY oda e oy 3 Y 5,L20G
oo B o el e e L peat oa (5] Bl e b e Loy S
SRy andl el L] kit g g o L 805 1S plasl oo T lei

LG,k d) Uy o s ol @l adl Jas 5 cleadlonl Olowd S 5 Lol J 55 g8
sl Lt 1 ST e Y 0Ll g5 ) et 6] S0 ) edag i Y Las s
A2 o Aol ga Ll s gl go 8 el O el B 501 b (1) iYL

%

-

o ot Lo CndS g 3 50 Il Le dBNE alS ol ol o NI M pe b it a5 e Lad) O
J;QYJ(’:}.%ch\LbC’ngLL@.&J;Yciafd\.ixcl.f-\bpc(liw

u.uu\.l.aj.éhg@(id\}d‘blj‘%Y&n‘xbbidfusf&‘&ﬁ

©\

YYA



L5 O I AL pLel st I 5 gatdl A o 2 s 5T Al o § o5 SIS
&QJ}NOJM‘OMJ.‘ﬂgé‘ul.@_LKWQJLSL;:.HQ})‘Jﬁ)‘}ﬁj_)ju\db(.d.)y
vjmw;y@zgyC;wobcwsﬁL@Jujoiwwggsj.ug\w\

AL o Bl go gl s ) etd) ol G i e 2S5 D) G LL

odns g Bl a2 U5 (LBl cte ed Sy el gl LI LS o
B g Vs e el G a Y ity cpo ipple puitl) g5 o bl i cil 3 5o
Lgre e ¥ A AR a3 e LT 5 ¢ ptelay

D3] iy ol 85 3 3l Lol o Oy SMBYL on 3405 o8 Lpf 5 0lell J g5 o3

oo ) Jal e e L gl o ol e O gl gl g (s S e o

S vl dgt 5o V) G by e 5l ) gzl ilS' a1 a0 s cond iy coled 5
=

fos b 65 el il easd Lgalas 08 3l A1 b1 Al ais J) 5 el Jas s

Aedall LaZ OF (5 ) 55050 o byt Gl o il ] Lol G oy . pallal

a5 Lehal o il Lo Y i 0l e b Y b eda OF 0V (s LS
La

s\ ¢

Y Bl oty Y O 13] sl dall e Loy P 58 0 55,801 i Lo 1dsles o3
s eShall 3 Lol S Lol OF 3Ll 3 Leada e s L 5,0 Ladly S o o
AW e Y 3 all Gl Y (A e

Gab b 85l ols 1 a1 s ) stV Ll 4] 3 905 OF ] i) g0 5 o5
Ny bl i o b et 00,5 o il Dlom pa el o Une ol L ClSGY
055l

35 I ) 0 s 65 520 s 1 OY i b (1) 5 5l LS o2
.L&SBM‘@W::M}

WA



) il a6 el 3] DA sy Aiad] ) n gl e Bl Bnadl] 0,55 1
& 5B ) B Q] OBl o o 8l &g 8oLl &gt ey 3] 465
(3 Y L Gladl e L ] 53 50015 A Lo b5 cola sV Lo Ball

LY Y ol Baall s ool Y cLi.,.p R ecantation Lr*_),,,aj(.mfésjcl..ﬁ\j
e slizel oy Lgh a5 Q\M\w (il et s M&ULQ‘UJU
MM&JJ.PV.@)JF Jl! \‘Swea.cu\uﬁb'ﬁv.,m .Leg_,.,le\)w).iaj
2 sk A

o 5y5 ddie > 0 0 g g2y A Sl oo 2 0 % o Recantation 405G
do s o oo f S e e 5,0l b o 8 (i b g e O] L) cilualS
o5 sl Lal 53l

A oo Ol e S (gl SIS A8 (N Lk do ot Ma s
Ll 1Y L (] 5 505 05 codd D Lgtalal e s

Gl - 2 e o o 45 pm g B I aally B s o (gLadl G, Ll
Lo 1 52255y O 05k 2 O = oely omy J15 Lo s Ll 05y 1 OIS Bl 3o 0
Ol §B 3 481,50 pa o b Oy o5 cladl 05 20 g - Jeined) (o e a5
U5 & ks gl 5T el Ol o x5 Uy 5 o ot b 0 pliinsd

odn G sl3e o o e L Lely slall Sl @ s Ll L5 OF 8 e all sl T a3
5 oSl Bel 3 oo IZ S (gLl BT e 0N GIZ s Bs CatSSY A1 55
Ll e badad s S e s 0 L JS

OF S5l T e Joy el Bhae T pe g U] ke 35, 5,2 sl lia el
2w L) Bgxlge 3 o B G et Y OLY Ol cobedll 9 e LR
REAPVY

S

A\

s o I IS U] 25 LA Blys s eom Il e B gl ] ety 03] O gralll

VY



\‘.:&Lxﬂ‘u,ojcsﬁw‘dld};—\uﬂjww\dlfw‘dcwjow\¢jﬁgl‘.€wfﬁ
ol deslesNI ) sn Y

AU LS Tt g el a1y odlls ) sl 1 h et 5 ga s 50l (5

Bk 355 3 ane By ) a5 9 ] ot Bl 1 e 1 o Lin 5100
] OB e 3] dled gl 15Ut 5l 5,5 G 1k O ysleel W8 uldls

5 W L o5 sls BN O My « oSS 08 L0 0f 158 8 elall S
Lgféw\u‘uM\w‘umﬁjd%woB\&‘#w\SW\‘...9‘9 ML;
LL‘ Md@cjju\ﬂg;\ﬂjch\b\ m|j\&3w§;d\u§,~4@\u\jc.ﬁ§by
055 M ol G Y e o Lm0

L&@\}H jcf\j:;-‘g,\b.a.«: J.wga\\bb‘ ‘ﬂ‘ju@‘whﬂfjjyb

oy |S el 55 Y 5 el S rJ.aJ\J..w;\ﬁMJ\JL;-JM e igh ¢ adl) U
5yl 0da O g 15oet oI5 522 (Gt of 5 L) dwwcuucw Lol
.\{Jagjwu?;ﬁ.ﬁw,)c%c%ﬂbc&\f\.@ﬁyu\f&\%\db@y

A S5 o soman ol Gy (Aa e Bomis il (om0 el (65 e oo
S gl IS

5 o \aSl s 3L a Lisia
L5 Sl Al HUT LT L Ladst 1316 cilay 53 doms 0
ﬁ\wﬂyg!schbjﬂ\wf)uj&u

O 6 gdall a0 nb 055 Ol Al s oLl Hl Of sliall b pe s el 3l L
U PSP PET (I PRRR-EX FETWS Y ICE PRI I W (EJCRVIE

Jsa5 LIS e )b 1 "Lsle o 5 b 0L a1 6 e ladl il 1316

)



O AL L iy cclall Bls G odt 018 @l Js il oopeall @b e 2l
.M‘L’JA
M f-bfw.}\ Lij;”ﬁ c%ﬁ\&;ﬁ\ O g2 ISM‘ L}%"}’J‘ Ol

el oo o e as Y ol el on Y Idgs cosll 5 5 5l el 2 0] I 585 G s
G @ o eSS O ey il Ll @ puall U3 Aol o 2l B b 5 s

M}\iﬁM}STGﬂA{JMQBcL@J}\JQ

G

LT U3 nad clgamgs dmg 4 AU iS Tt 0L I35 5 0 Ledl 0 (AU i T U]
¢ u s w
O 91l o g3 3] STy 25101 T 3 Wb s o o 881 Al o plassVI e i
SIS 3YI0S Y AU st ogasT 3 0 ot oy e Wl amy

Lo o S i Ty el a5 adlls sl sl s 055 8 5 sn ) ods Lunas 1305
O AN oo sy cfm 5 gbh ol opm o (5 1S 5,00l O 2 g B 5 o
2 g &S el ) iy (Cogn NV 5 aeo gy AU S e Ity U iaals 055 | Ly
BIPRP R FTOVES P

aldlods 3o 2 G

oas & Sl dls ey S b Ly clgands J) 39055 03 JS 855 0f o 5T 1
L b Goslyadadll G L Jal oa liny . Le s

Zj}n)‘ol&é)w@;

Bast o7 Olowiill 3513 3 Laldl Lol Ty 1 el b1 odn L 3) 18 ST s

" w : - 2 g y

Mc&#\&fﬁﬁ&%%gd}yLgdﬂ.ﬁg%w\bgfﬁcéw\
L g o )l 5 ] o eyl il e,

Y YY



S il 8 ST S oIkl e s ) ol a3 15] 1 1S ) samadl o8] s Wl

Al 2 I OY S5 e sme Jod B OY Gl 5 AlS 223 5l don 5l L 5 Led

Lol 3 b e DL S5 cp sl slall Lgb jms B jall odn s lais oy s Lo s
sk oo

oda 3 papd Opadiy bl Gan jlad (JKEY) e Bale olas LU s e

U33a55 V550 e oS 86 (3 L Wi G 5T oY1 e Bl GlysT G 05 ¢3,43)

15 ke a3 0sp ) S5 Ly - indls ol e SIS g O e s
-*:510%«12331’('-@-“3’\5&0}4\5@ o gy 51 L go Oloens oyl #Y 32 0 pdns

oo il o il ] 05 (B e Bale ] IS o a0l da gl ol BB el gln oS
(Jeind) G5 pa g gl il e gl V) gt (3 o Ol Bl 35 g
S5l s 1305 ¢ anadl] 4] O sheay gmsdey ol L5 OIS 5l Lgtalay o ) Loallas s
udgbljcwuj‘jwﬂmc;}jTJa&jT}»é\j&djybr.&:éjﬂ
u@\uﬁwu‘&rﬂyow

U slazel =81l oy o po W2 b s (gLl Byl 351 3 5 cOloidll 36l 5 o 10Ka
oo b A1 piadl WUl dls clendl e 8 3ol B35 ) el s 525 ¢l L
J% e i asy Bd Coall o Wb CatS Y 3 5 3 el pall b U ¢ sually plla
sy

e ol 8,5l 23)) 1o Al pareidolia " su,L" el la)l Lo Lo
o) G 3 Ol e wa ) 5T Olwadl G el B35 554 e i Y (A
s,uijcgusgu;,@a@j‘yv;y;;\Wsﬂw‘M|Mu>aUag\
R FSIRIE P PR P

3159}404.&L@MUGL&JJM‘}AA&Q\)uybauﬂ‘onldwy\JlﬁM
S e e Bt fod Y Lo (3 el s e gdu 1306 5155

rolab Ol s 3 WUl

VY'Y



o sl 5T oy Wil (o gty 131 s § 0655 36 4 2oV a5 pn g
s (3 £ I OY SIS s il At o ey Bgr s 4 i 1S me 836 S0l
Y Cals JJol 1 O 515 ¢ s o Bl s i) OV s p3Ladl ST I3l ) 5ot
S e

3l Lg2i IS b . il e oAl 1 e cdlS S Lakew O SN CJeT
Jond L STl RSN ol 5 il Bl gl s o5 15005 U b (65 o phuas
Loal ) LN e g el I GL Ll 8 ety L il LtV e Jals 1SS
b VG g g1 el 38 o e O g ity 2Lt OIS |S 2l ol ell 5e 5

(Gl gk 1 Ll a1 a0 e SE 1 s b Ll odag
ol g Lo 56 (3 el 13]Gl OY (BLS Ll e i <3501 (8 oleST 5
AW G G

ER A\

Eolt ga LY (ol LN 5 olaMadl 2o e g5 U & e

\Y¢



T h e Shrike

When night comes black

Such royal dreams beckon this man

As lift him apart

From his earth-wife's side

To wing, sleep-feathered,

The singular air,

While she, envious bride,

Cannot follow after, but lies

With her blank brown eyes starved wide,
Twisting curses in the tangled sheet
With taloned fingers,

Shaking in her skull's cage

The stuffed shape of her flown mate
Escaped among moon-plumaged strangers;
So hungered, she must wait in rage

Until bird-racketing dawn

When her shrike-face

Leans to peck open those locked lids, to eat
Crowns, palace, all

That nightlong stole her male,

And with red beak

Spike and suck out

Last blood-drop of that truant heart.
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Dream with Clam-Diggers

This dream budded bright with leaves around the edges,
Its clear air winnowed by angels; she was come

Back to her early sea-town home

Scathed, stained after tedious pilgrimages.

Barefoot, she stood, in shock of that returning,

Beside a neighbor's house

With shingles burnished as glass,

Blinds lowered on that hot morning .

No change met her: garden terrace, all summer
Tanged by melting tar,

Sloped seaward to plunge in blue; fed by white fire,
The whole scene flared welcome to this roamer.

High against heaven, gulls went wheeling soundless
Over tidal-flats where three children played

Silent and shining on a green rock bedded in mud,
Their fabulous heyday endless.

With green rock gliding, a delicate schooner

Decked forth in cockle-shells,

They sailed till tide foamed round their ankles

And the fair ship sank, its crew knelled home for dinner.
Plucked back thus sudden to that far innocence,

She, in her shabby travel garb, began

Walking eager toward water, when there, one by one,
Clam-diggers rose up out of dark slime at her offense.
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Grim as gargoyles from years spent squatting at sea's border
In wait amid snarled weed and wrack of wave

To trap this wayward girl at her first move of love,

Now with stake and pitchfork they advance, flint eyes fixed on
murder.
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Wreath for a Bridal

What though green leaves only witness

Such pact as is made once only; what matter

That owl voice sole 'yes', while cows utter

Low moos of approve; let sun surpliced in brightness
Stand stock still to laud these mated ones

Whose stark act all coming double luck joins.
Couched daylong in cloisters of stinging nettle

They lie, cut-grass assaulting each separate sense
With savor; coupled so, pure paragons of constance,
This pair seek single state from that dual battle.

Now speak some sacrament to parry scruple

For wedlock wrought within love's proper chapel.
Call here with flying colors all watchful birds

To people the twigged aisles; lead babel tongues

Of animals to choir: 'Look what thresh of wings
Wields guard of honor over these!" Starred with words
Let night bless that luck-rooted mead of clover
Where, bedded like angels, two burn one in fever.
From this holy day on, all pollen blown

Shall strew broadcast so rare a seed on wind

That every breath, thus teeming, set the land
Sprouting fruit, flowers, children most fair in legion
To slay spawn of dragon's teeth: speaking this promise,
Let flesh be knit, and each step hence go famous.



o & JS|

S E e b4 355 Lyﬂ\ J& L
)\fu Coly,  fem &N (w/ Cics VJ c&@ bl s

MECE Lo TR R (sl w\dwyw\j

JNES [ PR S R R AW Wl o5 o8 E5EE) gl

S cw " B R
Sl s Blay Ll Mfuﬂ u;J\ als uww Je e

-

ST T S e LT N G s

//

dlas i Yoy FLH Sle 1ibe Sa (8o o) S

w B

o & Z K
S cagadl Wl U,J.J v uu,u Sl A
e o// e z .- S “ oty
BIENESYSN M/:x.” d).e L~ jJu.# i \.sj.:.>- J.la.»\j
J/\IAI\ P \}.ﬁ gw_:;-‘ ngja.; L>-J.A ' ulS}UL, J‘P‘ﬂ J«Ub

K i 0% o7 ~ 7o 2 fc/“" -
‘2&;\_ )’\i ‘ﬁy J.O Lgf” uw@..li u'bJM Lol CAC?-

Jbdl ) ;/;L;MJLS i s L .Ia,\.r- (’J‘J‘ i A5 e
JYL = vus N5 Cu;\dbuﬁv;\upjuw
e STy r,w;\ @ AT A S SO ETS [
i badl s B R Jog pal ki,

w\wd@wucﬁgu& 5 50U s ST s saadlloda | &5
wcjj wdﬂ) CM} c_bL:.u c%c%wgcﬁdi&cwhagﬁ.b’-&ﬂd\{
o5 BT ¢ 4o 35 plailly ¢l B o, o iS5 ol oV i IS Bl elda

V¢o



Gl slime cpa sl 552 01y s el Ll jats WG G 3] gtk o3 S
Jeeslals oy o Lol GLa Y G558 B S g 0050 &5 pm <5 2T 3 o (] ami o

S gl Ll A5 13 5 55,0801 008 5 eo! 2tk 315550 sl Ts 8adll
SN Gilay sl s cdgall dgls GV L ray s e s TS dn el (6 OLSY) Jnd
o Mg el Al o 382 05lzely Jalag o 2T ) odl I3 oy o3 IS5
e i el onl o TNl el s o U
b odom 5 OLSN 5Ly OY Akl 38T s W1 a5 Ll Lo pmniy o o Al

Lo ] 3l 58 Lo ey Ly o205l 5w 1055 201 (6 o pomiy gyl o
g\du}—w«ﬁ\j -WL};;"}) éw\o.a\:j:g- L‘:SJ‘-” C)f,d\ c:..,au cw\w
Gl it iy OF s 5 531 01 o aslos 8 5 —p 1 g oy 301 a2

BUt o § 20 Lo 1o od ool m 0] J ) o0 3] el ol 5 LS el o
G Ol 1o dgte d] 5o lill Loz Al AU 25 5500 0da g0 s oy (o2 55 Anchall 0 5
O Il iy call 5TV e Bd et g3 ol ol il el Al e
wlad 3 o S 0] i Of 0y 5 8,6 Lall OS5 (i el slise Ll L) dstl 5
oo 2 Y a g G als ) Ol 6608 Ll s o §l oy o (T e A g B3
Olasle e p oy ¥ Olotel s (55 g DS (e s (AlalS da g

(S smn (po ) R MO A e sl us sls o) :d}ﬁ&gc}ﬁb\hj
Gos el S A1 & 2l (6 s ] Aidalll 2oL

CJQUJ&;M RY OLM}?U S & dmnnd *u@.écwjﬂaj\ dl s elidl sels s
A B L S S LN T ANl TR e N s, N 20
Lol & u

wo s
“
-

2ls 3l o o 4 334 1315 (Ul 2 aa LA S 13] =5 0Ll J 5 |S — S AU
Jladl G Y Vlo



o gall o (S alemdl S I IS 5 b calond gl w5 05

S 5 >f4*: La d53 3 bl e 015 coledl 3 2305 o clie s ¥ 5kl
w,ﬁvL;L:,w’tsj.xﬁdjp\&;gawbisqﬁsw\&:J};ﬂ\\.‘w.wj,,d\
ST AR s P+

.Mvﬂwsjﬁgl&cwﬁ’ijmsﬂ\!Jﬂjcw\glrj

pars chislae it Gidll Jagt [ cciliz L3S0 e Jlag ol L1 )
DALY 5 0 g5 M (5 s 17 500 LU
Gyl JOWas blas (S

a5 G I e ) e llall 1AL a6 g8 (LA dny (L ooty 3
B9 oo e oo 8 o ally el

SN Jad &5, oo 5 98 e ile 152 ud Lol (3] S e LYl
.w,b@;m&;ygw%mjs‘wswmgajs

oo Al 2 e o535 1 1Y B85S g ) 32y G 130 a2 T oS
.w\ﬁ@bxww.@‘m RS

I ol G5 Glald Sl ameiag (gl pall g (5] (Baate ¥ 98 g o Lo aaell
55 Lo g 5ol 1o BN amy s o5 ke Gyl fug 5 (LS _ndl Jut

Q_A ;L?JS w.d.J‘ L}J cdy\.w‘}“ C'_)L:"Li.>- U'A u.»u‘ Cﬁ \&st‘ U'° Cfu ‘.&.&j

(AT 0T 3 5 1o Jag (I Ganladl 5 gnldl 813 oo g cRiadl (o s b5 ¢S]

Jﬂw;w‘Moi&,;uj@ﬂm,w(xw@oiyﬁu ¢ als 5 Bas 13
S)Qw‘jcdf;)j:u\jcw



Epitaph for Fire and Flower

You might as well haul up

This wave's green peak on wire

To prevent fall, or anchor the fluent air

In quartz, as crack your skull to keep

These two most perishable lovers from the touch
That will kindle angels' envy, scorch and drop
Their fond hearts charred as any match.

Seek no stony camera-eye to fix

The passing dazzle of each face

In black and white, or put on ice

Mouth's instant flare for future looks;

Stars shoot their petals, and suns run to seed,
However you may sweat to hold such darling wrecks
Hived like honey in your head.

Now in the crux of their vows hang your ear,
Still as a shell: hear what an age of glass
These lovers prophesy to lock embrace

Secure in museum diamond for the stare

Of astounded generations; they wrestle

To conquer cinder's kingdom in the stroke of an hour
And hoard faith safe in a fossil.

But though they'd rivet sinews in rock

And have every weathercock kiss hang fire

As if to outflame a phoenix, the moment's spur
Drives nimble blood too quick

For a wish to tether: they ride nightlong

In their heartbeats' blazing wake until red cock
Plucks bare that comet's flowering.

Dawn snuffs out star's spent wick,
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Even as love's dear fools cry evergreen,

And a languor of wax congeals the vein

No matter how fiercely lit; staunch contracts break
And recoil in the altering light: the radiant limb
Blows ash in each lover's eye; the ardent look
Blackens flesh to bone and devours them.
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Fiesta Melons

In Benidorm there are melons,
Whole donkey-carts full

Of innumerable melons,

Ovals and balls,

Bright green and thumpable
Laced over with stripes

Of turtle-dark green.

Choose an egg-shape, a world-shape,
Bowl one homeward to taste

In the whitehot noon:
Cream-smooth honeydews,
Pink-pulped whoppers,
Bump-rinded cantaloupes

With orange cores.

Each wedge wears a studding

Of blanched seeds or black seeds
To strew like confetti

Under the feet of

This market of melon-eating
Fiesta-goers.
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The Goring

Arena dust rusted by four bulls' blood to a dull redness,
The afternoon at a bad end under the crowd's truculence,

The ritual death each time botched among dropped capes, ill-
judged stabs,

The strongest will seemed a will toward ceremony. Obese,
darkFaced in his rich yellows, tassels, pompons, braid, the picador

Rode out against the fifth bull to brace his pike and slowly bear

Down deep into the bent bull-neck. Cumbrous routine, not
artwork.

Instinct for art began with the bull's horn lofting in the mob's

: Hush a lumped man-shape. The whole act formal, fluent as a
ance.

Blood faultlessly broached redeemed the sullied air, the earth's
grossness.

Yy



4

oyaball

W 56 5, Ll e e bud W oLl L jL}
Az Gaed| 55, g skl &4 Mig}j L ﬁm\j
J..:agj\ S O,Jaj cc)\gbjj\f JS lea.é‘; L;uj.da uj,o

%

;M&w\)\ﬁojuu\ﬁa

\\ﬁt

},a,a ~

W\ J‘j.w 4> g u‘“"’

BTN CORI e
é*w Vﬁfﬁy‘eﬂ_}-ﬁ-’ 59 rzu‘ SRR m;’f‘f
RSt P BT PR EIRKN df’yﬁwwuﬂ‘ﬂy}

w

{ W

ijQQ\ééﬁ[c;@jWT W 28 U""u‘j ccc.u\ u

%vjcj,mgas;cj;;; j)a;\* Jwa,‘us&ub

LS LS olyy Bl e s B Sl 3 ol

Ol deylias dalin 1 0 5Tl detl Gio s Y1 eJpYI el die c3imaidll odn 95 Y
LISAL Y 5 el gt o o Lol gl Ld el OF g5 s SLbs p3 o b o
G iy s 6,58 ol e gl s il 0 Lo 2 e 554 O 8y
/ i 8 ) g0

b o i (el el ) s M LLAIL YL e Jadll Tas Y saaills
5 515 3 ) dis el iy il Wl e il o g5 Y By o Sl W1 L s
Lol s o 5SS Ayl plal o et Bl plol Lnd o slze 1y 1Sl
S VR TRV PR RS v

Y1¢



La sl Gy aho gy o eloniil b gy ¥ il Bl o3 (Glaill i (e

O Galof o looTUadt s 5, JS (8 o) U3 e S b 520 codite ¢ o oo
s Ss uj 13 wzw\ Ol (s du 4SS j Ol slos oo da g =l ,LM

%

ey B p-“ 3 e S S Ll

gt 33l w0 o G glale oy T 55 15 wis 5y 22 Y JLadl s G 0L

.

and s &gt a5 (o3 anld Ll dl Olew o Akl Ol et Y 50l

w;uvﬁiggﬁj—ﬁ}‘)l&}j.ajj%y‘j cwj.%‘ﬁc@jjs\jyéagc\sl.sjp;gk,
s edlall o Bl ) e sme ] 4 Y = 0L

cbﬁ.ﬂ.\ Jiw\ O 8| 4 Lg.ﬂ\ c"’,jﬂ.’e Lo lasSl dlad B B.A.:..,aﬁ\).\.z PETER )

L}Mﬁ‘)ﬂ‘oﬁgﬂ&j‘Jw\M&'w'fw‘g}:%&‘ylﬁé‘iy
aao g o sl Usge 4o 0 Y OLSYI jeday 6 plall sl ol (3 L (Uaane JLs) ¢l 54
IO NN R SR i e I R e
REPINFIEANIE ISP

D Jordll Sty asllss (Y e 2 IS 3 5m Lo Ole b o 55 ¥ dlaselll 0dn OF 2
cz.;uy;wywz&\grmdlj.oﬁ?gé)ucmg%¢<< b JS) iy
sl A5 Ln a,ﬂ&(zwu@vow& i) iy Y ] I ko sy
Ao oo Ui OF OB (S35 O cciall Koy AS liS 3] 12 Sl s
e Ay ) de2d (o5 chonib 555 5

e 5o Y o0l e Y5 Ol e slian (o 5k (o RBI 50nab 0,5 Y (1ISn
bl B e ¢ JSKIL WY e ot 5 clalins (o il § 40 G LY e
g5 e lall Ut Vi ool gl s Ol oSS s el o (0o Yy ol Y sl 2
| Tl ey g w01 &

V\lo



Ol dsi ¥ g -aaad 8uadll 5ud eSS Ul (5 pall s 3y ccwnall i 3
S OLY) oo 1) S o oY e prnay 25 i) O] 2T ga Lo g3 b il
Lo S 435

23.1:...4.3.“ J.:Lé

Y LRl Lo Al e N e 2l PO 2l i Las= Y fa
fre e G2 30 o 3 ok el e 3
S il ade

:Jdp’ﬂ;@ps;hﬁ\i&dfﬁ\cﬁg\é
45 5 5l Lema 3 o B4 26 DLt a L S

o My Taall il Lo o QLA Bl (s s sl 5 ] La ol
015 65l Sy oS 3 g 50 0506 L syl Lo el wi pll 0Ty ¢y Sae il 0L

3B s Joil
1l ed e ) sy G ol B
SVESRE RVR A PRPVE S IP I T AR VRSP W 0~ [P

Vs Looete gl S ) pead) Lol it Dl gy (b g 5,001 35 55 ¢ hall
53U il Ol o b Canall 0185 cllass s s Ll

S S WL CIN PRI PP PO [ PESOR (D
@‘%bﬂj‘@\db?‘@é}ﬁ%éﬁﬁéﬁ

ot lialally Lo B3N G5 s GoMT Y G50 IS 3 iy ol ik O
130 s o 3 o ¢ o)) § connd 2L 0TS

AR



3 Sall 5 el aly il el B

“ T)/Lsﬂumﬂ.b?ut}.) L@.,.;L»J/C..\Séu\s\)wéy\

-

\

LL&;—‘L}ML}J %L&j\wd\WYCOWY‘L}L‘)W\ lebj QMMY‘OJ‘)YU
.Qw\&pvﬁ‘)h&wu.wwﬁ\&
135 4k gy SNy 4 o Y e BLSYI sy el ol 35

dv\}-‘_}.&ojau..,acuu\v}d .}”‘ /w\s‘ycbju;.b

o JoeJnall 18 5N La &5 500 a it (3,38 alilsy Lelall 3
Lol s oV a5 201 O Gy sl el 35
- w S

Mupwdﬂpdccjj\wwj WL"J‘)‘J)J"K"J‘CJ"

dozr e o Jedll .@&cuc\ﬂv.a@m&%\;\oiéhﬁ&,ﬂj

1551 o CB| o 22l (6 5 bl el
= B 7 2 et ¢ i . Ja.q}} 0
%‘)y‘jcﬁy\{cﬁwﬁj)...\%ﬁar;ﬁ\&;; ‘\MJ/-*-:

3 eSS T Sl e JUt ¢ i ) S sl o) ga ocdelaed Vs L Jot N Jnalls
by d) Jld 2

Wl us el el gy
2 o f‘ - ) ' 4 4 %
SN Y- INP PRTNCRIN PR ) PRI RN S P!

Al saa ey edgdll A Gl gl b olell e Vg el e Wy 4 AU

A%



8 3 ;
2335 Sl Y1 G Y (gl En B iy il

L@géﬂwg@d&:ﬂguldg}&m&wﬁﬁivc.UJJ;i\qu:J\ lda 85
)jJ.‘\YCOLM.’}“)‘}.@.Q.;‘

> v -~ 2 27 5 b iy B 3
wvj@)mgw;‘jwp...éﬁ\wpﬁsd&ab
15 g LSV LEEH1 045 2 ool ) o)
K a3 (5l 618 1 . ey gt By I 3] 1

iy N il ) el e s A gl BL S ey 550 o c0g Y pl
a2 el

Ity iS55 O S5 L] il o ol Vs oo Y it ¥ sl gl
Sk Y iS5 colins o OLSY eilall § 588 iS5 ¢ b ) J s (532 O el
.w;ygjuouy\L;J,fyrw\&;*g?csbbw%m

3!O,as\ob‘wm@;;ﬁ&?i&aﬁﬁb}:ﬁ\oi:&msw\‘;uuiﬁcmj
bV e et 3 S s L 5 - NI

AR YA



The Beggars

Nightfall, cold eye—neither disheartens
These goatish tragedians who

Hawk misfortune like figs and chickens
And, plaintiff against each day, decry
Nature's partial, haphazard thumb.
Under white wall and Moorish window

hGriefs honest grimace, debased by time, Caricatures itself and
thrives

On the coins of pity. At random

A beggar stops among eggs and loaves,

Props a leg-stump upon a crutch,

Jiggles his tin cup at the good wives.

By lack and loss these beggars encroach

On spirits tenderer than theirs,

Suffering-toughened beyond the fetch

Of finest conscience.

Nightfall obscures

The bay's sheer, extravagant blue, White house and almond grove.
The beggars Outlast their evilest star, wryly

And with a perfidious verve Baffle the dark, the pitying eye.
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Spider

Anansi, black busybody of the folktales,

You scuttle out on impulse

Blunt in self-interest

As a sledge hammer, as a man's bunched fist,
Yet of devils the cleverest

To get your carousals told:

You spun the cosmic web: you squint from center field.
Last summer | came upon your Spanish cousin,
Notable robber baron,

Behind a goatherd's hut:

Near his small stonehenge above the ants' route,
One-third ant-size, a leggy spot,

He tripped an ant with a rope

Scarcely visible. About and about the slope

Of his redoubt he ran his nimble filament,

Each time round winding that ant

Tighter to the cocoon

Already veiling the gray spool of stone

From which coils, caught ants waved legs in
Torpid warning, or lay still

And suffered their livelier fellows to struggle.
Then briskly scaled his altar tiered with tethered ants,
Nodding in a somnolence

Appalling to witness,

ARAY



To the barbarous outlook, from there chose
His next martyr to the gross cause

Of concupiscence. Once more

With black alacrity bound round his prisoner.
The ants—a file of comers, a file of goers—
Persevered on a set course

No scruple could disrupt,

Obeying orders of instinct till swept
Off-stage and infamously wrapped

Up by a spry black deus

Ex machina. Nor did they seem deterred by this..
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Spinster

Now this particular girl

During a ceremonious April walk

With her latest suitor

Found herself, of a sudden, intolerably struck

By the birds' irregular babel

And the leaves' litter. By this tumult afflicted, she
Observed her lover's gestures unbalance the air,
His gait stray uneven

Through a rank wilderness of fern and flower.

She judged petals in disarray,

The whole season, sloven.

How she longed for winter then! —

Scrupulously austere in its order Of white and black
Ice and rock, each sentiment within border,

And heart's frosty discipline

Exact as a snowflake. But here—a burgeoning
Unruly enough to pitch her five queenly wits

Into vulgar motley — A treason not to be borne. Let idiots
Reel giddy in bedlam spring: She withdrew neatly.
And round her house she set

Such a barricade of barb and check

Against mutinous weather

As no mere insurgent man could hope to break
With curse, fist, threat Or love, either..
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Rhyme

I've got a stubborn goose whose gut's
Honeycombed with golden eggs,
Yet won't lay one.

She, addled in her goose-wit, struts
The barnyard like those taloned hags
Who ogle men

And crimp their wrinkles in a grin,
Jangling their great money bags.
While I eat grits

She fattens on the finest grain.

Now, as | hone my knife, she begs
Pardon, and that's

So humbly done, I'd turn this keen
Steel on myself before profit

By such a rogue's

Act, but—how those feathers shine!
Exit from a smoking slit

Her ruby dregs...
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Departure

The figs on the fig tree in the yard are green;
Green, also, the grapes on the green vine
Shading the brickred porch tiles.

The money's run out.

How nature, sensing this, compounds her bitters.
Ungifted, ungrieved, our leavetaking.

The sun shines on unripe corn.

Cats play in the stalks.

Retrospect shall not soften such penury—

Sun's brass, the moon's steely patinas,

The leaden slag of the world —

But always expose

The scraggy rock spit shielding the town's blue bay
Against which the brunt of outer sea

Beats, is brutal endlessly.

Gull-fouled, a stone hut

Bares its low lintel to corroding weathers:
Across the jut of ochreous rock

Goats shamble, morose, rank-haired,

To lick the sea-salt....
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Landowners

From my rented attic with no earth

To call my own except the air-motes,

| malign the leaden perspective

Of identical gray brick houses,

Orange roof-tiles, orange chimney pots,
And see that first house, as if between
Mirrors, engendering a spectral

Corridor of inane replicas,

Flimsily peopled.

But landowners

Own their cabbage roots, a space of stars,
Indigenous peace. Such substance makes
My eyeful of reflections a ghost's
Eyeful, which, envious, would define
Death as striking root on one land-tract;
Life, its own vaporous wayfarings.
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Ella Mason and Her Eleven Cats

Old Ella Mason keeps cats, eleven at last count,
In her ramshackle house off Somerset Terrace;
People make queries On seeing our neighbor's cat-haunt,

Saying: 'Something's addled in a woman who accommodates That
many cats.'

Rum and red-faced as a water-melon, her voice

Long gone to wheeze and seed, Ella Mason

For no good reason

Plays hostess to Tabby, Tom and increase,

With cream and chicken-gut feasting the palates Of finical cats.

Village stories go that in olden days Ella flounced about, minx-
thin and haughty,

A fashionable beauty,

Slaying the dandies with her emerald eyes;

Now, run to fat, she's a spinster whose door shuts
On all but cats.

Once we children sneaked over to spy Miss Mason
Napping in her kitchen paved with saucers.

On antimacassars

Table-top, cupboard shelf, cats lounged brazen,
One gruff-timbred purr rolling from furred throats:
Such stentorian cats!

With poke and giggle, ready to skedaddle,

We peered agog through the cobwebbed door
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Straight into yellow glare

Of guardian cats crouched round their idol,

While Ella drowsed whiskered with sleek face, sly wits:
Sphinx-queen of cats.

'‘Look! there she goes, Cat-Lady Mason!'

We snickered as she shambled down Somerset Terrace
To market for her dearies,

More mammoth and blowsy with every season;

‘Miss Ella's got loony from keeping in cahoots

With eleven cats.'

But now turned kinder with time, we mark Miss Mason
Blinking green-eyed and solitary

At girls who marry—

Demure ones, lithe ones, needing no lesson

That vain jades sulk single down bridal nights,

Accurst as wild-cats.
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Crystal Gazer

Gerd sits spindle-shanked in her dark tent,

Lean face gone tawn with seasons,

Skin worn down to the knucklebones

At her tough trade; without time's taint

The burnished ball hangs fire in her hands, a lens
Fusing time's three horizons.

Two enter to tap her sight, a green pair

Fresh leaved out in vows: 'Come tell

How we shall do together,

Well or ill.' Gerd slants a look at each: most dear,
Each to the other; fit fiber for stern weather.
Slowly she spins the ball:

'l see two stalwart apple trees

Coupled by branches intertwined

And, springing all about,

Staunch saplings; to this house, thriving days
Will bring crop's increase, and harvest fruit
Follow on kind wind.'

'No hardship then ?' he asks. 'We'll take
Whatever trial's to come, so say true.'

His bride echoes his word. At that,

Gerd whirls the ball ablaze: 'Rough storm,' she grants, 'may wreak
Some havoc on tender limb, and yet

Strengthen that orchard thereby.'
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Their small price paid, these wedded ones

Walk forth into sun-moneyed air, quickened

To savor their span of flourishing.

Aloof, squatting mummy-wise, Gerd scans

That clairvoyant quartz which once, at her own wishing,
Exacted her first simple sight for this strict second.
Then, a free-gadding hoyden, Gerd had craved
To govern more sight than given to a woman

By wits alone: to foresee her lover's faith

And their future lot, she braved

Church curse to ken that crooked oath

Whereby one hires a demon.

A flash like doomcrack rent night's black:

God's work stood anchored in that glare

Focusing all time's day-suns in one

So beggar Gerd might aim her look

At gorgon-prospects with power to strike to stone
Hearts of those who pierced time's core.

What Gerd saw then engraved her mind
Plague-pitted as the moon: each bud

Shriveling to cinders at its source,

Each love blazing blind to its gutted end —

And, fixed in the crystal center, grinning fierce:
Earth's ever-green death's head.
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Tale of a Tub

The photographic chamber of the eye

records bare painted walls, while an electric light

flays the chromium nerves of plumbing raw;

such poverty assaults the ego; caught

naked in the merely actual room, the stranger in the lavatory mirror
puts on a public grin, repeats our name

but scrupulously reflects the usual terror.

Just how guilty are we when the ceiling

reveals no cracks that can be decoded ? when washbowl
maintains it has no more holy calling

than physical ablution, and the towel

dryly disclaims that fierce troll faces lurk

In its explicit folds ? or when the window,

blind with steam, will not admit the dark

which shrouds our prospects in ambiguous shadow ?
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Between Reality and Illusion

Twenty years ago, the familiar tub bred an ample batch of omens;
but now water faucets spawn no danger;

each crab and octopus—scrabbling just beyond the view,
waiting for some accidental break

in ritual, to strike—is definitely gone;

the authentic sea denies them and will pluck
fantastic flesh down to the honest bone.

We take the plunge; under water our limbs
waver, faintly green, shuddering away

from the genuine color of skin; can our dreams
ever blur the intransigent lines which draw

the shape that shuts us in ? absolute fact

Intrudes even when the revolted eye

Is closed; the tub exists behind our back:

its glittering surfaces are blank and true.

Yet always the ridiculous nude flanks urge

the fabrication of some cloth to cover

such starkness; accuracy must not stalk at large:
each day demands we create our whole world over,
disguising the constant horror in a coat

of many-colored fictions; we mask our past

in the green of eden, pretend future's shining fruit
can sprout from the navel of this present waste.
In this particular tub, two knees jut up

YYA



like icebergs, while minute brown hairs rise
on arms and legs in a fringe of kelp; green soap

1rga_vri]gates the tidal slosh of seas breaking on legendary beaches; in
ait

we shall board our imagined ship and wildly sail
among sacred islands of the mad till death
shatters the fabulous stars and makes us real.
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Channel Crossing

On storm-struck deck, wind sirens caterwaul;

With each tilt, shock and shudder, our blunt ship
Cleaves forward into fury; dark as anger,

Waves wallop, assaulting the stubborn hull.

Flayed by spray, we take the challenge up,

Grip the rail, squint ahead, and wonder how much longer
Such force can last; but beyond, the neutral view
Shows, rank on rank, the hungry seas advancing.
Below, rocked havoc-sick, voyagers lie

Retching in bright orange basins; a refugee

Sprawls, hunched in black, among baggage, wincing

Under the strict mask of his agony.
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Courage and fate

Far from the sweet stench of that perilous air

In which our comrades are betrayed, we freeze

And marvel at the smashing nonchalance

Of nature: what better way to test taut fiber

Than against this onslaught, these casual blasts of ice

That wrestle with us like angels; the mere chance .

Of making harbor through this racketing flux

Taunts us to valor. Blue sailors sang that our journey
Would be full of sun, white gulls, and water drenched
With radiance, peacock-colored; instead, bleak rocks
Jutted early to mark our going, while sky

Curded over with clouds and chalk cliffs blanched

In sullen light of the inauspicious day.

Now, free, by hazard's quirk, from the common ill
Knocking our brothers down, we strike a stance
Most mock-heroic, to cloak our waking awe

At this rare rumpus which no man can control:

Meek and proud both fall; stark violence

Lays all walls waste; private estates are torn,
Ransacked in the public eye. We forsake
Our lone luck now, compelled by bond, by blood,

To keep some unsaid pact; perhaps concern
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Is helpless here, quite extra, yet we must make

The gesture, bend and hold the prone man's head.

And so we sail toward cities, streets and homes
Of other men, where statues celebrate

Brave acts played out in peace, in war; all dangers
End: green shores appear; we assume our names,
Our luggage, as docks halt our brief epic; no debt

Survives arrival; we walk the plank with strangers.
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The Snowman on the Moor

Stalemated their armies stood, with tottering banners:
She flung from a room

Still ringing with bruit of insults and dishonors

And in fury left him

Glowering at the coal-fire: '‘Come find me' —her last taunt.
He did not come

But sat on, guarding his grim battlement.

By the doorstep

Her winter-beheaded daisies, marrowless, gaunt,
Warned her to keep

Indoors with politic goodwill, not haste Into a landscape
Of stark wind-harrowed hills and weltering mist;

But from the house

She stalked intractable as a driven ghost

AcCross moor snows

Pocked by rook-claw and rabbit-track: she must yet win
Him to his knees—

Let him send police and hounds to bring her in.

Nursing her rage

Through bare whistling heather, over stiles of black stone,
To the world's white edge

She came, and called hell to subdue an unruly man

And join her siege.

It was no fire-blurting fork-tailed demon

Volcanoed hot
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From marble snow-heap of moor to ride that woman
With spur and knout

Down from pride's size: instead, a grisly-thewed,
Austere, corpse-white

Giant heaved into the distance, stone-hatcheted,
Sky-high, and snow

Floured his whirling beard, and at his tread
Ambushed birds by

Dozens dropped dead in the hedges: o she felt

No love in his eye,

Worse—saw dangling from that spike-studded belt
Ladies' sheaved skulls:

Mournfully the dry tongues clacked their guilt:

'‘Our wit made fools

Of kings, unmanned kings' sons: our masteries
Amused court halls:

For that brag, we barnacle these iron thighs.'
Throned in the thick

Of a blizzard, the giant roared up with his chittering trophies.
From brunt of axe-crack

She shied sideways: a white fizz! and the giant, pursuing,
Crumbled to smoke.

Humbled then, and crying,

The girl bent homeward, brimful of gentle talk

And mild obeying.
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Hardcastle Crags
Flintlike, her feet struck
Such a racket of echoes from the steely street,
Tacking in moon-blued crooks from the black
Stone-built town, that she heard the quick air ignite
Its tinder and shake
A firework of echoes from wall
To wall of the dark, dwarfed cottages.
But the echoes died at her back as the walls
Gave way to fields and the incessant seethe of grasses
Riding in the full
Of the moon, manes to the wind,
Tireless, tied, as a moon-bound sea
Moves on its root. Though a mist-wraith wound
Up from the fissured valley and hung shoulder-high
Ahead, it fattened
To no family-featured ghost,
Nor did any word body with a name
The blank mood she walked in. Once past
The dream-peopled village, her eyes entertained no dream,
And the sandman's dust
Lost lustre under her footsoles.
The long wind, paring her person down
To a pinch of flame, blew its burdened whistle
In the whorl of her ear, and like a scooped-out pumpkin crown
Her head cupped the babel.
All the night gave her, in return
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For the paltry gift of her bulk and the beat

Of her heart, was the humped indifferent iron

Of its hills, and its pastures bordered by black stone set
On black stone. Barns

Guarded broods and litters

Behind shut doors; the dairy herds

Knelt in the meadow mute as boulders;

Sheep drowsed stoneward in their tussocks of wool, and birds,
Twig-sleeping, wore

Granite ruffs, their shadows

The guise of leaves. The whole landscape

Loomed absolute as the antique world was

Once, in its earliest sway of lymph and sap,

Unaltered by eyes,

Enough to snuff the quick

Of her small heat out, but before the weight

Of stones and hills of stones could break

Her down to mere quartz grit in that stony light

She turned back.
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Sow

God knows how our neighbor managed to breed
His great sow:

Whatever his shrewd secret, he kept it hid

In the same way

He kept the sow—impounded from public stare,
Prize ribbon and pig show.

But one dusk our questions commended us to a tour
Through his lantern-lit

Maze of barns to the lintel of the sunk sty door

To gape at it:

This was no rose-and-larkspurred china suckling
With a penny slot

For thrifty children, nor dolt pig ripe for heckling,
About to be

Glorified for prime flesh and golden crackling

In a parsley halo;

Nor even one of the common barnyard sows,
Mire-smirched, blowzy,

Maunching thistle and knotweed on her snout-cruise—
Bloat tun of milk

On the move, hedged by a litter of feat-foot ninnies
Shrilling her hulk
To halt for a swig at the pink teats. No. This vast
Brobdingnag bulk
Of a sow lounged belly-bedded on that black compost,
Fat-rutted eyes

NAYAY



Dream-filmed. What a vision of ancient hoghood must
Thus wholly engross

The great grandam! —our marvel blazoned a knight,
Helmed, in cuirass,

Unhorsed and shredded in the grove of combat

By a grisly-bristled

Boar, fabulous enough to straddle that sow's heat.

But our farmer whistled,

Then, with a jocular fist thwacked the barrel nape,
And the green-copse-castled

Pig hove, letting legend like dried mud drop,

Slowly, grunt

On grunt, up in the flickering light to shape

A monument

Prodigious in gluttonies as that hog whose want

Made lean Lent

Of kitchen slops and, stomaching no constraint,
Proceeded to swill

The seven troughed seas and every earthquaking continent.
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The Everlasting Monday

Thou shalt have an everlasting Monday and stand in the moon.

The moon's man stands in his shell,

Bent under a bundle

Of sticks. The light falls chalk and cold

Upon our bedspread.

His teeth are chattering among the leprous

Peaks and craters of those extinct volcanoes.

He also against black frost
Would pick sticks, would not rest
Until his own lit room outshone

Sunday's ghost of sun;

Now works his hell of Mondays in the moon's

Fireless, seven chill seas chained to his ankle..
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The Lady and the Earthenware Head

Fired in sanguine clay, the model head

Fit nowhere: brickdust-complected, eye under a dense lid,
On the long bookshelf it stood

Stolidly propping thick volumes of prose: spite-set
Ape of her look. Best rid

Hearthstone at once of the outrageous head;

Still, she felt loath to junk it.

No place, it seemed, for the effigy to fare

Free from all molesting. Rough boys,

Spying a pate to spare

Glowering sullen and pompous from an ash-heap,
Might well seize this prize,

Maltreat the hostage head in shocking wise,
And waken the sly nerve up

That knits to each original its coarse copy.

A dark tarn She thought of then, thick-silted, with weeds obscured,
To serve her exacting turn:

But out of the watery aspic, laureled by fins,

The simulacrum leered,

Lewdly beckoning, and her courage wavered:

She blenched, as one who drowns,

And resolved more ceremoniously to lodge

The mimic head—in a crotched willow, green
Vaulted by foliage:
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Let bell-tongued birds descant in blackest feather

On the rendering, grain by grain,

Of that uncouth shape to simple sod again

Through drear and dulcet weather.

Yet, shrined on her shelf, the grisly visage endured,

Despite her wrung hands, her tears, her praying: Vanish!

Steadfast and evil-starred,

It ogled through rock-fault, wind-flaw and fisted wave —

An antique hag-head, too tough for knife to finish, Refusing to diminish
By one jot its basilisk-look of love.
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On the Plethora of Dryads

Hearing a white saint rave

About a quintessential beauty

Visible only to the paragon heart,

| tried my sight on an apple-tree

That for eccentric knob and wart Had all my love.
Without meat or drink | sat

Starving my fantasy down

To discover that metaphysical

Tree which hid From my worldling look its brilliant vein
Far deeper in gross wood

Than axe could cut.

But before | might blind sense

To see with the spotless soul,

Each particular quirk so ravished me

Every pock and stain bulked more beautiful
Than flesh of any body

Flawed by love's prints.

Battle however | would

To break through that patchwork

Of leaves' bicker and whisk in babel tongues,
Streak and mottle of tawn bark,

No visionary lightnings

Pierced my dense lid. Instead, a wanton fit
Dragged each dazzled sense apart

Surfeiting eye, ear, taste, touch, smell;
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Now, snared by this miraculous art,

| ride earth's burning carrousel

Day in, day out,

And such grit corrupts my eyes

| must watch sluttish dryads twitch

Their multifarious silks in the holy grove
Until no chaste tree but suffers blotch
Under flux of those seductive

Reds, greens, blues..
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Prospect

Among orange-tile rooftops
and chimney pots

the fen fog slips, gray as rats,
while on spotted branch

of the sycamore

two black rooks hunch

and darkly glare,

watching for night,

with absinthe eye

cocked on the lone, late,

passer-by.
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Faun

Haunched like a faun, he hooed

From grove of moon-glint and fen-frost
Until all owls in the twigged forest
Flapped black to look and brood

On the call this man made.

No sound but a drunken coot

Lurching home along river bank.

Stars hung water-sunk, so a rank

Of double star-eyes lit

Boughs where those owls sat.

An arena of yellow eyes

Watched the changing shape he cut,
Saw hoof harden from foot, saw sprout
Goat-horns. Marked how god rose
And galloped woodward in that guise.
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