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Edmund Wilson, To the Finland Station, Penguin, is still the most entertaining
Introduction to Lenin and his revolutionary predecessors. Robert Service,
Lenin: a Political Life, three volumes hard or paperback, Macmillan 1991, is
thorough and comprehensive,

eyl g

C.L.R. James, World Revolution 1917-1836, Humanities Press International
1983, is an excellent papular history which synthesizes the post-WWI
revolutionary movements, John Reed, Ten Days that Shook the World,
 Penguin, is a journaiist’s classic eaye-witness account of the October
Revolution. Two other recommended classics are Leon Trotsky’s The History
of the Russian Revolution, Piuto Press 1985, and Victor Serge’s beautiful Year
One of the Russian Revolution, Pluto Press 1892, both by active participants.
&.H. Carr, The Bolshevik Revolution, the first part of his 14-volume history of
the Soviet Union, Penguin, remains the standard political history. If you want
an aconomic overview, try Alec Nove, An Economic History of the USSR
1917-1891, Penguin. A recent study of Lenin’s NEP is Alan M. Ball's Russia’s
Last Capitalists: the Nepmen 1521-1929, University of California Press
paperback 1990,

C A0
Paul Le Blanc, Lenin and the Revolutionary Party, Humanilties Press
International 1990, is a thought-provoking reassessment, For an excslient
critical history which includes a section on Lenin, consult Leszek Kolakowski's
Mein Currents of Marxist Thought, three volumes, Oxford University Press,
And for those interested in Gramsci’s views, try Antonio Gramsci, Selections

from the Prison Notebooks, ed. and trans. Q. Hoare and G.N. Smith, Lawrence
& Wishart 1991.
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