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by Ignacio Ramonet

That evening, Bush, from the White House, announced her rescue to the nation. Eight

days later the Pentagon supplied the media with a video made during the mission, O\s .gc, Cy ;"3 ¢ V LN} v 9 3‘5_1;/‘}‘9&3 )s v

with scenes up to the standards of the best action movies.

After the war ended on 9 April, journalists - particularly from The New York Times,

the Torento Siar, EI Pais and the BBC - went to Nasiriyah to find the truth. They State-s ponsored ) (Mjﬂ\ &__\:I..JISi)

were surprised by what they found. According to their mterviews with Iraqi doctors

who had looked after Lynch (and confirmed by US doctors who had later examined VY

her), her wounds, a fractured arm and leg and a dislocated ankle, were not due to . n H
bullets but to an accident in the lorry in which she had ravelled. She had not been - E—ADge e :‘H:I L. (lles
maltreated. On the contrary, the Iraqi doctors had done everything possible to look -

after her

dad_aally salai ) <) bl |
"Shehad losta lotof blood," explained Dr Saad Abdul Razak, "and we had to give ‘9 4 ¢ -

her a transfusion. Fortunately members of my famil y have the same blood group: O
positive. We were able to obtain sufficient blood. She had a pulse rate of 140 when

she arrived here. I think that we saved her life" (13) L._F.m e‘)‘_‘;};\ dzl_uj Ql_,f)"s Z\L—““b"
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which was so0 successful that at one stage opinion polls showed that two-thirds of
Americans believed the hand of Saddam Hussein was behind the attacks, Almost as
many believed Iraqi hijackers were aboard the crashed airliners; i fact there were
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Remember Nayira, Witness for Kuwait?
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Hate raids
hit local
Muslims

MUSLIM institutions
in Melbourne have By ANDREW MEV_I_SSEN_
been targets Of an  They then splashed pet-
apparently racist ter- rol around the administra-
ror campaign. tion area and lit it.
Attackers yesterday About 12 firefighters
tried to burn down an Is- Some from the nearby fire
lamic school in Coburg. station, took 10 minutes to
Earlier in the week, a control the blaze, which
mosque was ransacked did $20.000 damage,
and Islamic offices in the
city were raided on two school offices and part of
successive nights. the stall room.
The attacks prompted A jerry can was found
an appeal for tolerance by 8mong the ashes.
Tslamie Council of Victoria __School principal Abdul
secretary Bllal Cleland Karim Galea sald the
“It appears this is all offices had $300,000 of ren-
motivated by racial bigot- Ovations only last year.
Iy, and it is possible the “This is a big nuisance to
same people are mwl\ed us, but we will clean it all
in all the incidents” Mr 1P and open as normal
Cleland sald. er the schcol halldays.”
“I'm a sixth-generation In other attacks this
Australian and T don't week, a mosque in Nichol-
take kindly to action like Son St, East Coburg, was
this by racial lunatics. burgled and ransacked on
“People should realise Monday. Expensive ‘video
Islam is now an Australian equipment was taken.
religion and not a foreign And in two raids at the
Islamic Council's offices

The fire destroyed the

or ethnic religion.

“It's time Australians on Sunday and Monday
jearned more about their nights, cash and office
own multi- cultural equipment worth thou-
sands of dollars were
stolen.

In the second raid on the
Jeffcott St building, the |
intruders tore down doors
rcputred after the previous |
night’s raid.

|
t

S ® Bush hints at invasion,
Page 25

Extract from Melbourne Sun, 19 September 1990
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Media Alliance Ecode of Ethics|

Respect for truth and the public's right to information are fundamental
principles of journalism. Journalists describe society to itself. They
convey information, ideas and opinions, a privileged role. They
search, disclose, record, question, entertain, suggest and remember.
They inform citizens and animate democracy. They give a practical
form to freedom of expression. Many journalists work in private
enterprise, but all have these public responsibilities. They scrutinise
power, but also exercise it, and should be accountable.
Accountability engenders trust. Without trust, journalists do not fulfill
their public responsibilities.

Alliance members engaged in journalism commit themselves to

* Honesty

* Fairness

* Independence

* Respect for the rights of others

1. Report and interpret honestly, striving for accuracy, fairness and
disclosure of all essential facts. Do not suppress relevant available
facts, or give distorting emphasis. Do your utmost to give a fair
opportunity for reply.

2. Do not place unnecessary emphasis on personal characteristics,
including race, ethnicity, nationality, gender, age, sexual orientation,
family relationships, religious belief, or physical or intellectual
disability.

3. Aim to attribute information to its source. Where a source seeks
anonymity, do not agree without first considering the source’s
motives and any alternative attributable source. Where confidences
are accepted, respect them in all circumstances.
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4. Do not allow personal interest, or any belief, commitment,
payment, gift or benefit, to undermine your accuracy, fairness or
independence.

5. Disclose conflicts of interest that affect, or could be seen to affect,
the accuracy, fairness or independence of your journalism. Do not
improperly use a journalistic position for personal gain.

6. Do not allow advertising or other commercial considerations to
undermine accuracy, fairness or independence.

7. Do your utmost to ensure disclosure of any direct or indirect
payment made for interviews, pictures, information or stories.

8. Use fair, responsible and honest means to obtain material. Identify
yourself and your employer before obtaining any interview for
publication or broadcast. Never exploit a person’s vulnerability or
ignorance of media practice.

9. Present pictures and sound which are true and accurate. Any
manipulation likely to mislead should be disclosed.

10. Do not plagiarise.

11. Respect private grief and personal privacy. Journalists have the
right to resist compulsion to intrude.

12. Do your utmost to achieve fair correction of errors.

Guidance Clause

Basic values often need interpretation and sometimes come into
conflict. Ethical journalism requires conscientious decision-making in
context. Only substantial advancement of the public interest or risk of
substantial harm to people allows any standard to be overridden.?%?

http://www.alliance.org.au '
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