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Abstract

This article addresses the topic of philosophical symbolism in the novel Ahdab Baghdad by Riyadh Al-Qadi,
through a semiotic analysis reflecting the events and characters within the social and political context of Iraq
after 2003. The main issue revolves around how philosophical symbols are embodied in the characters and
events of the novel, and how these symbols contribute to conveying profound messages reflecting the suffering
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of individuals and society amidst widespread corruption and chaos. The study is significant as it sheds light on
human experiences under unstable conditions, enhancing the critical understanding of contemporary Arabic
literature. The research aims to analyze philosophical symbolism through the main characters, such as "Al-
Ahdab" (Jabbar Awda Al-Daffan) and the "Minister of Interior," and how these symbols influence the
development of events. The researcher employs a semiotic approach to decode these symbols, focusing on the
relationships between events and characters.The findings of the study indicate that the character of Al-Ahdab
represents a moral and social distortion, reflecting the state of Iraq after 2003 and demonstrating how chaos
fosters criminal personalities. Al-Ahdab’s hump embodies the heavy burden carried by society due to betrayal,
war, and disorder. In the novel, death becomes a symbol of nothingness, highlighting pervasive violence and its
destructive impact on human identity. Death transcends being a mere event to become a dominating force that
shapes the course of events and the emotions of the characters.The novel also reflects the reality of corruption
in the new Iraqi government, with characters such as the minister and the doctor embodying corruption and
hypocrisy. It emphasizes how political power intertwines with crime and how authority is used to oppress
individuals. Chaos emerges as a reality-engineering force, creating new forms of governance rooted in
corruption and opportunism. This disorder is not only a result of conflict but also a tool that reshapes the existing
situation. Despite harsh circumstances, the research raises questions about the possibility of restoring human
identity for Iraqis and the extent to which this is connected to their ability to confront the forces of corruption.

Keywords: symbolism, semiotics, corruption, identity, Iraq, Riyadh Al-Qadi, Ahdab Baghdad.
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