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General Aim.

The Aim of the English Course in
all schools, Primary, Intermediate, and
Secondary, is the same, namely, to
give the students comprehension in
reading, and oral and written fluency
up to the standard, and within the
limits, of the books set. These books,
written by teachers with great
experience in the teaching of English
as a foreign language, should be taught
carefully, and the limits prescribed by
them, especially in the early stages,

should not be exceeded.
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Grammar

Throughout the course, emphasis
should be laid on the comprehension
and correct reproduction of simple
sentence forms, until the student, using
short, simple sentences, can speak for
two minutes or write 120-150 words,
on any subject within his vocabulary.
[t cannot be too strongly emphasised,
therefore, that the teaching of formal
grammar is a means to this end, not an
end in itself. A certain amount 1is
necessary, but it must be confined to
the sphere of its usefulness, i.e. as an

aid to comprehension and correct
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General Aim.

108

The Aim of the English Course in all schools, Primary, Inter-
mediate, and Secondary, is the same, namely, to give the students
comprehension in reading, and oral and written fluency up to the
standard, and within the limits, of the books set. These books,
written by teachers with great experience in the teaching of English
as a foreign language, should be taught carefully, and the limits
preseribed by them, especially in the early stages. should mot be
“exceeded.

Grammar

Throughout the course, emphasis should be laid on the compre-
hension and correet reproduction of simple sentence forms, until the
student, using short, simple sentences, ean speak for two minutes or
write 120150 words, on any subject within his vocabulary. 1t
cannot be too strongly emphasised, therefore, that the teaching of
formal grammar is a means to this end, not an end in itself. A
certain amount is necessary, but it must be confined to the sphere of
its usefulness, i.e. as an aid to comprehension and correct construe-
tion, It is quite useless for the student to be able to recite the names
of the Tenses, and the rules governing their usage, if he cannot phrase
a simple, original sentence containing, for example, the Present
Perfect, or Past Continuous used correctly. Ability to make a well
constructed sentence is the proof of a good understanding of grammar.
Thorough drill is essential: but the drill must be repetition of sen-
tence forms, not of grammar rules, so that the pupil may aequire
each new form of sentence as a habit. Constant revision is necessary
to maintain these habits. A summary is given in ‘‘Suggestions for
Teachers of English in Iraq” of all essential grammar points con-
tained in each book of the course, and these should not be exceeded.

Vocabulary

In the past, perhaps because it is easier, vocabulary has been
taught at the expense of syntax. Many students are unable to frame
a simple question correetly, and yet know the meaning of quite
diffienlt and unescential words. Tt is not necessary for the student
to know more words then are contained in the hooks (thoueh a keen
teacher will encourage individual adventure in the field of vocabul-
ary); but, at the same time these words must be thorouehly and
acenrately known. 'Tao often students say. ‘I know it, except for
the spelling!”’ That is not enough: the spelling must be known: the
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construction. It 1s quite useless for the
student to be able to recite the names
of the Tenses, and the rules governing
their usage, if he cannot phrase a
simple, original sentence containing,
for example, the Present Perfect, or
Past Continuous used correctly.
Ability to make a well constructed
sentence 1s the proof of a good
understanding of grammar. Thorough
drill is essential: but the drill must be
repetition of sentence forms, not of
grammar rules, so that the pupil may
acquire each new form of sentence as a
habit. Constant revision is necessary to
maintain these habits. A summary is

given in “Suggestions for Teachers of
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English in Iraq” of all essential
grammar points contained in each
book of the course, and these should

not be exceeded.

Vocabulary

In the past, perhaps because it is
easier, vocabulary has been taught at
the expense of syntax. Many students
are unable to frame a simple question
correctly, and yet know the meaning
of quite difficult and unessential words.
[t is not necessary for the student to
know more words then are contained

in the books (though a keen teacher
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will encourage individual adventure in
the field of rocabulary); but, at the
same time these words must be
thoroughly and accurately known.
Too often students say, “I know it,
except for the spelling!” That is not
enough: the spelling must be known;
themeaning must be known; the usage
must be known; and a word is not
known until it comes spontaneously to

the student's lips at the right time.

Intermediate students, from the time
they are  beginning to  use

Supplementary Readers, should be
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encouraged to provide themselves

with good dictionaries.
The following are recommended :

@) The General Basic English
Dictionary:- C.K. Ogden. Evans

Bros.
(by Nelson's School Dictionary.

V. B.--For the benefit of those who
distrust Basic English it must be
explained that the General Basic
English Dictionary is not a dictionary
of Basic English, but a dictionary of
more than 40.000 English words very
simply explained
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Comprehension

Comprehension falls into two
categories, intensive, and extensive.
The  former implies complete
understanding of every significance of
every word in a given passage; the
latter implies understanding of the
general meaning of the whole passage,
even if certain words in it are
unfamiliar. The student after the

Primary stages must be given practice

in both.

a) Intensive

In this connection it is enough to

remind teachers that it 1s not sufficient
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to give the meanings of only new or
difficult words, they must also
noticefresh or idiomatic wusages of
familiar words. For instance, in the
sentence, “It is a long way from New
York to Baghdad”, it must be made
clear that “a long way" is not “tariq
tawil.” The student must know not
only the word, but its value in the
particular sentence he is reading or

making.

by Extensive.
Frequent comprehension tests both
oral and written, containing one or

two unfamiliar words, must be given,
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to facilitate quick understanding of a
general meaning of a simple passage
¢see examples provided in "suggested
examination Papers"). Often students
are so frightened by the sight of an
unfamiliar word that they will not try
to understand the general meaning of a
passage which is, in fact, quite within
their grasp, and in which the meaning
of the few unfamiliar words can be
quite easily guessed from the general
sense of the passage. Students must be
stimulated to use their own mental
powers without relying entirely on

external aids.
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Oral Composition

Oral  composition  must  be
distinguished from sentence drill. Drill,
the continuous repetitive exercises on
any given point, is essential, and 1is
designed to form the habit of correct
construction. This must be
supplemented by lessons in which the
student is expressing, with increasing
ease, his own ideas and experiences. It
is, therefore, closely allied to written
composition, but is at the same time an

end in itself. The teacher, to get good

results, must use his imagination
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nd create the atmosphere in which the
desired sentence will come without
great effort; e.g. for practice with the
Present Continuous, pretend the
classroom is a farm, a shop, or a railway
station; some students mine the actions
that take place, while others say, "what
is he doing?"-"He 1is digging his
field.”_-"He 1is buying a pencil", etc.,
etc. At later stages pupils can carry on
conversations, with a little help from
the teacher, and read lecturettes

prepared at home.
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Written Work

The most important aims of written
work are accuracy, clearness, and
simplicity. From the beginning the
student must be trained to examine his

own work to make sure he has :

@y Made his meaning clear, and said

what he intended to say,

e.g. recently a student wrote, "The
Master obeyed his servant" when he
meant, “The master made his servent

obey him."

(by Paid due attention to grammar

and spelling. Slackness in

this respect in early years results in the

lamentable Fifth Year Secondary
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standard, which allows many students
to be satistied with spelling a word in
different ways in the same sentence
even such elementary words as "two",
or "pupil"y or writing the Present

Tense when they mean the Past.

¢y "Written short, simple sentences.
Students must be discouraged from
attempting long and  involved
sentences. The object of all writing is
that the reader may clearly understand
the meaning of the writer. A long
sentence obscures the meaning, and
allows a far greater proportion
grammatical errors. Train students to

express their meaning clearly, in
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sentences containing at the most three

calluses.

Written work must be given
regularly, and an exercise, written
under careful supervision, should be
set for marking, once a week. Errors
made should be re-written correctly
several times by the pupil; and the
teacher should refuse untidy or careless
work. In the early stages it must not be
too long an exercise. By the end of the
Fifth Year students should be able to
do simple, original compositions of

about 150 words.

Learning by heart
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[t 1s impossible to learn a language
by heart. Students may, perhaps, gain
marks in Geography or History by
learning facts by heart; but progress in
learning a language cannot be made in
this way. The student has to learn
express his ideas through a difterent
medium from his own language, and

no studying by heart can enable him to

do this.

The stdent, therefore, must NOT
learn by heart :

2y grammar rules ;

(by meanings of words by

definition or synonym;
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¢y summaries of books studied. (In
fact 1t is bad teaching practice to supply

summaries of any sort for the students).

The only good purposes served by
learniny pieces of English by heart are
to help the student to fix certain
constructions in his mind, so that their
use may become a habit and to give
him a small storehouse of phrases,
expressions or sayings he may like to
remember. It must be emphasised,
though, that, if this method 1s used, it
must be used very sparingly, at the
most 20 lines---consecutive or single-

in any one year (unless a particularly
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advanced student without prompting
from the teacher like to learn certain
passages for their beauty or interest for

himself).

Special Activities

Modern Educationlists lay increasing
stress on the fact that education neither
begins nor ends in the class-room.
Education is not merely, as used to be
said, a "preparation for life." It is part of
lite. There 1is no department of
teaching where this sort of theory is
more immediately or positively

applicable than the teaching of
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languages. If the student's contact with
the foreign language he is learning, is
confined to the brief hours of the class-
room, the new language habits and
language 1s essentially a habity will have
little chance of taking firm root in the
pupil's mind. It stands to reason
therefore  that  out-of-class-room
activities must play a large part in the

process of language learning.

The teacher of English should
encourage, and if necessary initiate, the

following activities in his school :
1. An English-speaking group;
2. An English magazine;



A

3. English dramatics.

The English—-Speaking group

Such a group should be formed in
every Intermediate and Secondary
School and every Training College
where English is studied. It may, if
preferred, be called “The English
Society," or by any other name that

makes its function clear.

As a society, it should be properly
constituted with the normal elected
ofticers; President, Secretary, and
Treasurer; and it should have an
elected committee which, including

the officers, should have about six
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members. In the electing of members
and the conducting of committee
meetings valuable training can be
given in the essential machinery of
democracy (this is equally true of other
school societiesy. It should be
remembered that this machinery is not
confined in its use to polities. Business
houses, for example, in enlightened
countries are commonly governed by
directors in committees. Election and
committee are, 1in fact, the wusual
machinery which any sensible group of
people employs to organise common
endeavour. The great point is that the
staft should as far as possible stand

aside.
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They should be content to guide,
advise and suggest. The burden of
taking decisions and doing work
should be firmly and steadily placed
upon the pupils. Mistakes will be
inevitable; but mistakes are wvaluable

experiences to intelligent people.

The main work of the society is to
organise regular meetings of all
students of the school interested in
English, at which students, staft and
outside persons may give addresses.
Sometimes  lighter  activities—-tea
parties, outings to nearby places of
interest may be undertaken with profit.
As far as possible, at all such meetings,

business, and even conversation,



Y14

should be conducted in English. For
the prime purpose of the English
Society is to give its members added
opportunities of hearing and speaking

the language they are trying to learn.

2. The English Magazine

Every school where English is
taught should endeavour to have an
English Magazine. It should be
organised and written for the pupils by
the pupils. Again, the teacher should
guide and inspire. He should not do
his pupil's work for them.
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it 1s worth stressing that a magazine
or new-street is something which can
successfully  and  profitably  be
introduced into Primary Schools. It has
already been done in this country, in
towns and cities where there are
several primary Schools, It may be an
advantage for those schools to join
together in producing one common

magazine.

3 English Dramatics

Again, this is an activity which can
and should be undertaken at all stages
of the course. Already delighttul

entertainments have been given



\RA

dasting about 1 1/2 hours) entirely in
English by pupils of primary schools.
As the course progresses, not only does
dramatic  work  become  more
important, but also the possibility of
organising an aesthetically satistying
production increases. At least every
Secondary School should aim at giving
one short play in English every year,
possibly as part of a programme
otherwise in Arabie. The co-operative
aspect of this work readers it valuable

social training.

In All this activities two things are
very important for the teacher to

remember:
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(1y Don't try to be grandiose: giving
your pupils a chance to hear and speak
English is much more important than
making an outwardly fine show to

1mpress Vvisitors.

2y In all cases ot ditticulty do not
hesitate to consult your Area
Supervisor of English Teaching or the
nearest and most suitable British
teacher. You will always receive a
maximum of good advice and positive,

practical help.

AIDS TO TEACHERS.

1. Reading Books: as prescribed
each year by the Ministry
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2. In order to teach successtully all
teachers should wuse the excellent
Teachers' Handbooks written for use

with the prescribed books.

3. In addition to these there are
pamphlets prepared especially for the
use of teachers in Iraq. In “Suggestions
for Teachers of English in Iraq' each of
the prescribed books is treated in detail
and examples are given of the use of
various types of exercises contained in
it. There is also a summary of all the
grammar points required at the end of

each year's work.

4. “Specimen Examination Papers

for the English Course in Iraqi
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Schools" contains a progressive series
of examination papers based on the
average amount of work covered in
any one term of the course. They are
intended as a guide to those teachers
who find the setting of examination

papers difficult.
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