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Plato’s works are nearly all available as Penguin Classics or in other
paperback editions. Plato’s early accounts of Socrates’ life and
teachings, and his most famous work, The Republic, are all accessible
and entertaining, unlike much modern philosophical writing. Plato’s
Philosophical writings are difficult to date precisely, partly because
there were no such things as “publication dates”. No one is very
certain of the order of their composition. It seems very probable that
they were all written in the 4th century, after the death of Socrates in
399 B.C.E., and that The Republic was Written circa 375 B.C.E. The
works are usually divided into early, middle and late periods. The
Apology, Crito, Euthyphro, Laches, Charmides, Mf;no,, Protagoras,
Cratylus and Gorgias are presumed to be early. The Symposium,
Republic and Phaedrus are middle. The -Parmenidés, Thaetetus,
Sophist, Timaeus, Critias and Laws are thought to be late works,
although there are still disputes apout the dating of works like The
Timaeus and Cratylus. | |
rdgadd| (ligst! ddulig o',L.a.v o gl (1)
The Greeks, H D.F. Kitto (Penguin, London 1951). This 1s still one of
the clearest and most accessible guides to ancient Greece and its -
inhabitants. _
The Cambridge Companion to Early Greek Philosophy, ed. A. A.
Long (Cambridge University Press, 1999) is a collection of several
very useful essays on different pre-Socratics.
A History of Greek Philosophy, W.K.C. Guthrie (Cambridge
University Press, 1979) is for the real enthusiast. It comes in five
volumes and covers everyone from Thales to Plato.

B0 dysugd S (1)
Early Greek Philosophy, jonathan Barnes (Penguin, London 1987).
An Introduction to Greek Philosophy, J. V. Luce (Thames and

Hudson, London 1992).
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For light relief, the reader can turn to The History of Greek
Philosophy by Luciano de Crescenzo (Picador, London 1989),
Wherein can be Found an Account of the Philosophical Views of the
Pre-Socratics, theSophlsts and some Neapolitan acquamtances of the

author,

D lgeasy Elly . gedodf e gl (o eSS (1)
Plato, R.M. Hare (Past Masters Series, Oxford University Press,
1982). '
This 18 an excellent if occasmnally quite d1ff1cu1t Sh01t introduction
to the complexmes of Plato’s Philosophical 1deas.
Understanding Plato, David J. Melling (Oxford University Press,
1987) 1s short, clear and accessible. |
An Examination of Plato’s Doctrines, IM. Crombie (Routledge,
London 1963). This comes in two volumes , is extremely thorough
and comprehensive, and 1s plobably for more experienced readers of
philosophy.
{lato’s Republic: A Ph11050phlcal Commentary, R.C. Cross and A.D.
Woozley (Macmillan, London 1964). A Book for those who wish to
read The Republic and think about all of the philosophical issues it
raises in more detail. _
The Cambridge Companion to Plato (Cambridge University Press,
1993) is a collection of 14 useful essays on different aspects of Plato’s
Philosophy.
This writer also enjoyed readlng I.F. Stone’s hatchet job on Socrates,
The Tnal of Socrates (Picador, London 1989) and Love’s Knowledge
by Martha C. Nussbaum (Oxford University Press, 1990).
The Open Soc1ety and Its Enemies (Vol. 1), Karl Popper (Routledge

London 1966) is still the most influential critical analysis of Plato’s
Politicl Philosophy. |
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