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Do you know what a mosquito is,

Talian?

A mosquito is a very small insect that
we see often in the summer. It flies
through the air and makes a soft

buzzing sound.

A mosquito has a small, thin body with
six legs and two transparent wings that
help it fly. It also has a long proboscis

that it uses to suck food.

The male mosquito does not bite

people; it feeds on flower nectar.

9
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The female mosquito is the one that
bites humans or animals to drink a little

blood, which she needs to lay her eggs.

They live near stagnant water such as
ponds, swamps, and even water
collected in containers. They prefer

warm, humid places.

When they bite us, we feel itching and

redness. This is because our body reacts

to the mosquito's saliva.

Some types of mosquitoes can transmit
diseases, so we must protect ourselves

from them.
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We can protect ourselves from
mosquitoes by not leaving water
uncovered or stagnant, using screens
on windows, and wearing clothes that
cover the body in the evening. Did you
know, my child, that mosquitoes can
smell humans from afar? They are

attracted to body heat and the carbon

dioxide we exhale. Mosquitoes

typically live for about two weeks to a
month. Some females may live longer if
they find suitable food. Most

mosquitoes are active in the evening
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and at night, which is why we hear
their buzzing more often before
bedtime. The sound we hear is caused
by their wings flapping very rapidly—
hundreds of times per second. The
female lays hundreds of tiny eggs,
which hatch into larvae within a few
days. If water is available, these larvae
grow quickly and transform into new

mosquitoes. Some people are more

attracted to mosquitoes than others

because of their body heat, sweat, and

the amount of carbon dioxide we
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exhale. Despite being a nuisance,
mosquitoes have a benefit: some

animals, such as fish and birds, feed on

them, and they contribute to the

natural balance of the environment.
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Do you know what a locust is, Saden?

A locust is a small insect that loves to
jump and fly. It lives in fields, farms,
and places with abundant grass and

vegetation.

A locust's body is divided into three

parts: the head, thorax, and abdomen.

It has six legs, and its two hind legs are
long and strong, helping it to jump long

distances.

It has two wings, which it uses to fly.
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Its color is usually green or brown so it

can hide among the plants.

It has two long antennae that help it

sense Its surroundings.

Locusts love to eat grass, plant leaves,
and some crops, and therefore can
sometimes cause damage to farms if

they are present in large numbers.

Locusts live in fields, gardens, farms,

and warm, sunny areas.

A locust lays eggs in the soil. The eggs

hatch, and small locusts emerge that

resemble the adult locusts but are

20
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wingless. They gradually grow larger,

and wings appear over time.

A locust makes a distinctive sound

when it rubs its hind legs against its

wings. We often hear this sound in the
summer. Some types of locusts, when
they gather in large numbers, are called
swarms, and they can fly very long

distances!

Locusts help maintain ecological
balance because they are food for
many animals, such as birds, lizards,

and frogs. They also contribute to the
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decomposition of plants when they eat
them, which helps the soil. Their
presence indicates that there are plants

and other life in the area.

When a locust wants to jump, it bends
its hind legs and presses firmly against

the ground, launching itself at high

speed for a distance that can reach

several meters, considering its small
size. Locusts are not strong predators,
so they have enemies such as birds,
lizards, frogs, and some other insects.

To protect themselves, they
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camouflage themselves with their

coloration among the vegetation.
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