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For such ‘scientific’ studies, see, for example, Ivatore Arttardo, Lingwistic
Theories of Humor (Berlin and New York, NY, 1994) and Victor Raskin (ed.),
The Primer of Humor Research (Berlin and New York, NY, 2008).
William Hazlitt, ‘On Wit and Humour', in Lectures on the English Comic
Writers (London and New York, NY, 1963), p. 26.
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Rather oddly, Ronald de Sousa in The Rationality of Emotions (Cambridge,
MA, 1987, p. 276) does not regard hysterical laughter as laughter at all.
Quoted in Matthew Bevis, Comedy: A Very Short Introduction (Oxford, 2013),
p. 19.

Though Robert R. Provine claims that some of the primates produce laughter-
like sounds. See his Laughter: A Scientific Investigation (London, 2000), chapter
5. Charles Darwin also believes that monkeys chuckle when they are tickled. See
his The Expression of the Emotions in Man and Animals (London, 1979), p. 164.
Milan Kundera, The Book of Laughter and Forgerting (London, 1996), p. 79.
See Helmuth Plessner, Laughing and Crying: A Study of the Limits of Human
Behaviour (Evanston, IL, 1970).

I am indebted for some of the above information to Richard Boston, An
Anatomy of Laughter (London, 1974). For a perceptive potpourri of insights
into comedy, see Howard Jacobson, Seriously Funny (London, 1997).
Immanuel Kant, Critique of Judgment (Cambridge, 2002), p. 209.

Herbert Spencer, “The Physiology of Laughter’, in Essays on Education and
Kindred Subjecss, intro. Charles W. Eliot (London, 1911), p. 120. A more
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recent defence of the relief theory is to be found in J. C. Gregory, The Nature

of Laughter (London, 1924).
See Sigmund Freud, Jokes and Their Relation to the Unconscious (London, 1991),

p. 167.

. See Sdndor Ferenczi, Final Contributions to the Problems and Methods of Psycho-

analysis (London, 1955), p. 180.

. Alexander Bain, The Emotions and the Will (3rd edn, New York, NY, 1876),

p. 262.

. Ferenczi, Final Contributions, p. 180.

. See Adam Phillips (ed.), The Penguin Freud Reader (London, 2006), p. 563.

. Bevis, Comedy, pp. 24 and 73.

. Quoted in ibid., p. 29.

. Simon Critchley, On Humour (London and New York, NY, 2002), p. 62.

. Quoted in ibid., p. 91.

. Christopher Norris, William Empson and the Philosophy of Literary Criticism

(London, 1978), p. 86.

. William Empson, Some Versions of Pastoral (London, 1966), p. 114.
. Thomas Mann, Doctor Faustus (London, 1996), p. 378.
. Charles Baudelaire, Selected Writings on Art and Literature (London, 1972),

p- 148.

. Alenka Zupanti¢, The Odd One In: On Comedy (Cambridge, MA, 2008), p. 144.
. Ibid,, p. 144.

. Quoted by Zupanéié, The Odd One In, p. 142.

. Thid., p. 143.

. For Dante and comedy, see Giorgio Agamben, The End of the Poem (Stanford,

CA, 1999), chapter 1.

. Mikhail Bakhtin, Rabelsis and his World (Bloomington, IN, 1984), p. 66.
. Tbid., p. 90.

. Ibid., pp. 90-91.

. Thid., p. 92.

. Ibid., p. 95.

. Ibid., p. 84.

. Ibid,, p. 174.
. George Meredith, An Essay on Comedy (New York, NY, and London, 1972),

p.- 121.
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See Johan Verberckmoes, ‘The Comic and Counter-Reformation in the
Spanish Netherlands’, in Jan Bremmer and Herman Roodenburg (eds), A
Cultural History of Humour (Cambridge, 1997), p. 81.

See Barry Sanders, Sudden Glory: Laughter as Subversive History (Boston, MA,
1995), p. 65. See also Stephen Halliwell, Greek Laughter (Cambridge, 2008).
See Mary Beard, Laughter in Ancient Rome (Berkeley, CA, 2014), p. 33.
Thomas Hobbes, Leviathan (Cambridge, 2010), p. 43.

Donald F. Bond (ed.), The Spectator (Oxford, 1965), vol. 1, p. 147.

See A. M. Ludovici, The Secret of Laughter (London, 1932), p. 31.
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12.

13.
14.

15.
16.
17.

18.
19.
20.

21.
. Sdndor Ferenczi, Final Contributions to the Problems and Methods of Psycho-

23.

24.
25.

Anthony Earl of Shaftesbury, Characteristics of Men, Manners, Opinions, Times
Etc (Bristol, 1995), vol. 1, p. 53.

See, for example, Roger Scruton, ‘Laughter’, in John Morreall (ed.), The
Philosophy of Laughter and Humor (New York, NY, 1987), who argues that
humour lies in a devaluation of the object in question, and E H. Buckley, The
Morality of Laughter (Ann Arbor, MI, 2003). Buckley holds that though supe-
riority is not a sufficient condition for laughter, it is always a necessary one.
Wordplay, for example, is in his view a competitive affair which signals our
intellectual edge over others. For a defence of humour against the superiority
thesis, see Ludovici, The Secret of Laughter, chapter 2.

Quoted by Matthew Bevis, London Review of Books, vol. 37, no. 4 (February,
2015), p. 22.

Shaftiesbury, Characteristics of Men, p. 33.

Francis Hutcheson, Reflections upon Laughter, and Remarks upon the Fable of the
Bees (Glasgow, 1750), p. 12. For an account of Hutcheson’s benevolistic
philosophy, see Terry Eagleton, Heathcliff and the Great Hunger (London,
1995), chapter 3.

The essay is to be found in Martha Segarra (ed.), The Portable Cixous (New
York, NY, 2010).

Francis Hutcheson, Thoughts on Laughter (Bristol, 1989), p. 51.

Henri Bergson, Laughter: An Essay on the Meaning of the Comic (London,
1935), p. 5.

See W. McDougall, The Group Mind (New York, NY, 1920), p. 23.

See Buckley, The Morality of Laughter, p. 37.

Arthur Schopenhauer, The World as Will and Representation (New York, NY,
1969), vol. 2, pp. 349, 581 and 354.

John Willett (ed.), Brecht on Theatre (London, 1964), p. 277.

Walter Benjamin, Understanding Brecht (London, 1973), p. 101.

Gillian Rose, Mourning Becomes the Law: Philosophy and Representation
(Cambridge, 1996), p. 71.

John Roberts, The Necessity of Errors (London and New York, NY, 2011), p. 204.

analysis (London, 1955), p. 73.

See John Lippitt, ‘Humour', in David E. Cooper (ed.), A Companion to
Aesthetics (Oxford, 1992), p. 201.

Slavoj Zitek, Absolute Recoil (London, 2014), p. 334.

George Meredith, An Essay on Comedy (New York, NY, and London, 1972),
p- 121.
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For a discussion of these various views, see Christopher P. Wilson, Jokes: Form,
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