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SUMMARY
MESOPOTAMIA

IN THE PRE-ISLAM
SUMMARY

I have chosen the topic «Mesopotamia in the Pre-Islam» because this region which
is Arabic origin and ancient civilization was a field where important events took place
across history and great Arabic civilization had risen in it centuries before Christ and
continued after it. Its marks are still highly outstanding. This region also witnessed a
bloody struggles among the powers in the Arabic land. The last of these struggles was
between the Sassanian and Byzantine sates throughout the sixth century still the Arab
Muslims liberated Mesopotamia in the beginning of the seventh century (A.D.). They
were able to push the invaders out of the region in the middle of which boundary line
passed: in addition. the sixth century generally represented an importance in the

Arab's history because it was the period that came immediately before the great
uprising of their civilization. witnessed the stage of the new Arabic entity and

crystallizing of the national feeling. because of what the attitude of rejection and

resistance against the foreign existence expressed the tendency towards liberation and
cultural uprising.

Below is an exposition of the important information the chapters of this thesis
include.

This research falls into six chapters. The first chapter is an analytical study of the
specific sources of the history of al-Jazeerah

The first part of the second chapter covers the geographical side of Mesopotamia
and what relates to its name. boundaries. reliefs. and water resources. The second

part deals with the importance of the strategical position of Mesopotamia which
formed a land bridge joining east and west through which the world trade lines passed
in all directions. This part also include the economical importance of Mesopotamia
and the prosperity and abundant crops its land had. Because of that. it became then

the aim of the great powers greediness: therefore their attempts were continuous to
dominate and occupy it.

The third chapter gives an account of the immigration of the Arab tribes Al-
Hijaziah (Al-Adnanyyah) to Mesopotamia. the ancient Arabic existence in it and the

cultural marks lift by the ancient Arabs (Arameans) in this region. It also mentions
the rising of the number of independent Arabic kingdoms in it. [ have written in this
chapter about the descendent origin of the Arabic tribes immigrating to Mesopotamia
and their original home in Arabic Peninsula before immigration and homes in
Mesopotamia in which they settled. Those homes were:
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Dyar Baker.
Dyar Mudhar.

and Dyar Rabiaa.
In the fourth chapter I have discussed the religious life in any community.

referring briefly at the same time: to the main religions existed in Mesopotamia. Then

in details I give in this chapter an account of Christianity as one of the commonest
religions in that region since the early centuries after Christ: which lift its social
marks early on life in this region. There is also a mentioning of the spreading of
Christianity among the Arab tribes and the differences that appeared in this religion
and crystallized in the shape of different sects and groups in the sixth century after
Christ besides. I have mentioned what torturing and bad treatment the Christians

faced under the dominant powers. Byzantines and Sassonians that shared the

occupation of Mesopotamia which continued till the uprising of Islam and the
liberation of Al-Jazeera in 18 A.H/639A.D.

The fifth chapter covers the political life in this region. It discussed the political
development in the world and that area in particular. Then it goes to the struggle of
the great powers for Mesopotamia. the Arabic condition in the sixth century A.D..

The crystallization of national feeling and increase of rejecting and resisting the
foreign existence in spite of the hostile attempts to stop that resistance. and how they

endeavored to break down the unity of the Arabic tribes. This chapter covers in detail
the wars that broke out between the Sassins and the Byzantines on this land during
the sixth century A.D.. aiming at possessing and dominating it. This chapter explains

how those powers felt towards the Arabs and how they gave then special concern for
dealing with them. At the same time they feared the Arab's danger on them and felt
continuous of it. till the Arab reached the stage which enabled them to carry out the

heaven's message in the early years of the seventh century. They were also able to
liberate the Arabic land. defeat the greatest two powers in the world in that time. and

spread the Islamic banner all over the world.

In the sixth and the last chapter I have discussed the liberation of Mesopotamia in
the year 18 A.H./639A.D. by the Arabic leader A.bin Ghanum. describing the Arabic

attitude after the great victory in the two battles of Al-Qadisyaah and Al-Yarmouk.
This chapter has also shown the stages of liberation of Al-Jazeerah. Mesopotamia.

and the supreme human principles which were followed by the Arabic liberation
movement and its attitude towards other religions: and in particular the Christians of

Al-Jazeerah. In addition a study of the Arabic tribes' attitude towards the liberation
movement is included. At last. I have discussed and analyzed treaties of peace and

reconciliation which were signed between the leaders of Al-Jazeerah liberation and
people of the liberated cities. pointing out the supreme principles carried by the Arab

liberators wherever they went and settled.
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