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On the concept of academic illiteracy:
From cultural illiteracy to academic illiteracy
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“The fear in the future is not from the illiterate who
does not know how to read and write.... Rather, the
fear of the illiteracy of the academic who has

reached a high degree of education and culture.”

Ibn Badis.

Abstract

In this article, we presented the phenomenon of academic illiteracy, which is a very
dangerous and sensitive sociological and cognitive phenomenon. Some may consider
it a form of provocation to the elite of society, and others may believe it is a
contradiction that combines underestimation (illiteracy) and glorification (academic). In
addition, it represents an existential threat to the entire Arab future. We sought to
dismantle the phenomenon gradually, so we proceeded from the general to the
specific, that is, from alphabetic illiteracy, to cultural illiteracy, all the way to academic
illiteracy. Our attention was directed to defining the phenomenon and seeking its
factors, criteria, and manifestations through a critical analytical approach, and by
invoking the positions and testimonies of many Arab thinkers who raised their voices

warning of the phenomenon and its repercussions.

Keywords: alphabetical illiteracy, cultural illiteracy, academic illiteracy, university

professor, academia.
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Abstract

The current study seeks to reveal a main question, which is: Is there an
epistemological rupture in the interpretation of Islamic political thought in the
medieval age, and we have clearly revealed the features of that rupture, by revealing
the stages of the epistemological interpretation, represented in: the descriptive stage,
the experimental stage, and the deductive stage, however The results eventually
revealed that this rupture has become incomplete because it has not completely
abandoned adherence to the mechanisms of political thought that preceded Islamic

political thought.

Keywords: epistemological rupture - Islamic political thought - evolutionary

stages- Machiavellianism.
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Abstract:

The earliest knowledge we have of music dates back to Western civilization through the
writings of Greek philosophers, but Western studies have not paid much attention to Muslim
philosophers, especially in the field of music, although Al-Kindi was one of the first to introduce
music into Arab culture. Music has become an integral part of science curricula and the
philosophy of mathematics. The philosophers of Islam turned to music, they classified books
and letters, and regarded music as a mathematical science. Among the most famous
philosophers Elfarabi, who established the foundations of musicology as theoretical and

practical knowledge. One of his most well-known works is The Big Book of Music.

Interest in music reached its peak with "ikhwan al-safa" who devoted a letter on the nature
of music, in which they dealt with the concept of music, its types and meanings, types of
sounds, of melodies as well as musical instruments. In this article, we will try to address the

status of music in Elfarabi's philosophy as well as the art of music with “ikhwan al-safa".

Keywords: The philosophy of music, melodies, musicology, theoretical music, practical

music.
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Abstract;

The aim of This research paper is to clarify "the question of the method in the thought
of Malik Ibn Nabi" in three main chapters: The first one is devoted to building the
concepts in his Project as the main entrance to any analytical approach. The second
chapter sheds light on the approach to the civilization problems, and the third part

tackles the methodologies he used in his project.

Keywords: method, civilisation, analysis, culture, religious idea, composition
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Abstract:

In the Arab-Islamic culture, the concept of the profane did not go beyond the circle of
meaning used by the Arabs since their ancient ages and was delineated by their dictionaries
on the basis of what was entrenched in the religious and cultural matrices of the meanings of
impurity and demonization that taint honor and morals; meanings that continued to be rooted
in patterns of thinking and religiosity and traditional conservative ways of living under the
pretext of preserving the identity that is threatened by modernity accused, out of ignorance, of
fighting religion and desecrating its sanctities to the extent of restoring the old Islamic jihad
system to fight those who differed religiously, doctrinally, or ideologically. This is one of the
phenomena that has become aggravated in most Arab and Islamic societies with the spread
of aspects of religious extremism and the penalization, atoning and killing of the violators, being

deemed as a victory for what is imagined as a pure sacred Islam that pervades the world.

Keywords: sacred, profane, in the interpretation of the concept, formulation and

interpretation, conceptual exchange relationship.
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5Ibid.
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1 Mircea Eliade, op. cit, p 89.

2 Micro Robert, s.v Profane, p 857

- Qui est étranger 4 la religion (opposé a religieux, sacré).
- Personne qui n’est pas initié a une religion.

- Qui n’est pas initié a un art, une science, etc.
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Le mythe de Iéternel retour. Mircea Eliade, Le mythe de I'éternel retour, Gallimard, France, 1969.
4- Micro Robert, s.v Profane, p 857.
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Abstract:

The focus of This research Is on a topic that is important to make it an area of
consideration and realization, and because nations cannot live without history, but

rather because of their history.

"The history of every connected line nation may go up or down, and it may go
around or bend, but it does not break. “We should have stopped on the doorsteps of
some of the religious experiences in what is one of the most important components
of this history and even considered academic wanderings by going into the scenes of
some of them until the exegetical scene is complete in the perception of every
scholar, or in part, who appeals to the truth. In particular, we note the experiences of
religious reform and the intellectual reform movement between Christianity and Islam
and their implications for guiding the history of both religions by examining the
Protestant experience and its role in reform during the dark ages of medieval Europe,
where the Catholic Church has created its claws and simplified its corruption and

tyranny by imposing its control over peoples and kings .

Keywords: Christian-Islamic reform, movements, Tracks and results
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Abstract:

The Idiosyncrasies of the Arab experience and their Implications on the Other.

The public spheres have thought it important and necessary to raise issues of general
concern and weave a consistent public opinion, namely during the transitional phases that the
Arab Muslim societies have gone through since the outbreak of the Arab Spring revolutions.
The paper focused on the presence of the religious dimension in the public sphere and
concluded that generally the actants in that space had employed only the formal and
occasional aspects of religion and religiosity as well as the predominance of the speech of
atonement or deceit in exchange for an atrophy of rational criticism. Given that, the presence
of religion in the Arab public sphere was losing the spiritual side and even deepening the

wounds of Arab societies.

Key words: Public Sphere, Religionization, Specificity, State.
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Abstract:

The new media is linked to the modern technological means and techniques that
are used in the process of communication and communication between social actors
of different social groups, which have a wide and continuous demand for such
technologies for different purposes, recreational, cultural, educational and social,
which leave different and often negative effects on the behavior and values of the
individual and lead To changes in the intellectual, psychological and cultural structures
of the Algerian individual, and this weakens family upbringing and the family’s

educational role.

Keywords: new media - modern technology - family - family upbringing - control.
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Abstract:

Semiotic has offred new horizon to researchers concerning literary production. As its first
priority is sense and meaning, that explains Simiotics permanent searches in meaning and for
meaning. Semiotic comes to establish theories concerned in sense in the first place. And
turned texts as a semantic procedure ruled by that Charles Sanders Peirce called it SEMIOS,
that is the process by which semantic are produced. From here our research, which is marked
by «The semiotic interpretation of texts and multiplicity meaning» come to consider the
semantic interpretation of literary production and the extraction of semantic in it, an extraction
that can only take place through an interpreter that gives the text its endless semantic process.
And the idea of the multiplicity of meaning and its infinity aroused in its relation with the
interpretation of tests that is supposed to stand at a specific significance, no interpretations
flowing without restrictions, and great debate among critics, and this issue is the field of our

research and its goal as well.
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Abstract:

This article opens with the questioning of a scholarly research related with the
modern and contemporary Tunisian novel, as a speech of knowledge in which beings
and things are organized, and which is infused with many philosophical and narrative
questions, perhaps the most important of which is the question of Identity. As a result,
the authors of this novel seem to be ambidextrous in the search for human beings, and
digging into his deep human dimensions: emotional, imaginary. It has also been able
to express the severe anxiety of modern and contemporary man, as well as the desire

to elevate his human being to his identity as a human being.

Key words: |Identity — Narration - Transgression- Extraversion — Extension- Gender.
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Abstract:

In “Waris” tale, there is a public trial of the temporary intellectuals and an offence
against irrational cultural systems within troublesome and natural behavior that hinders
the setting of a modern society. This is due to the rapid-bad appearance of a
modernization system which has not taken into account the gradual rescheduling of

the social memory, a memory full of calamities, disappointments and factual coercion.

Key words: collective memory social awareness crisis marginal situational
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Abstract:

Through this research entitled Introductions to the relationship between narrations
and the imaginary reference in the novel “The Committee” by San’ Allah Ibrahim,” we
aim to link “structural analysis with the meanings that the work opens up to which are
linked to various references,” and with cognitive and critical statements that trace the
reading effect and the aesthetics of reception. The issue of the relationship between
the narrative discourse as an imaginary and imaginary discourse, and the concept of
the structure and the body that forms itin it, appears to be of great importance, because
the diversity of the reference discourse - through the ways in which it is formed - can
bring about various changes in the structure of the form that often lead to its weakness.
And its slackness, as in the autobiographical narration, especially if we assume with
Youmna al-Eid that the form speaks the semantics, and even the consideration of the
aesthetic is present in the system of the linguistic structure itself. Therefore, the
purpose of this research primarily targets the imaginary reference discourse, and its

impact on the structure of the narrative form, especially with regard to the plot.

Keywords: Narratives, imaginative reference, reception, narrative discourse,

imaginary discourse
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Abstract:

The main idea of this book relates to ways to bypass authoritarian state strategies
in the field of stifling freedoms, monopolizing power and perpetuating the system of
tyranny and corruption. However, this transgression cannot be achieved as long as the
jurists do not succeed in formulating an alternative strategy that rises from the level of
criticism, opposition and condemnation to the level of construction, formulation and

foresight.

Mr. Belkahla's vision of the concept of human rights between power and society
includes the most prominent axes to which the idea of betting on the institutionalization
of human rights belongs as a necessary strategic option to confront the strategy of the
authoritarian power that has nothing to do but suppress all voices opposing its
orientations. These axes can be grouped into three major headings. The first relates
to factors behind the Tunisian police establishment, which has long been the primary
power mechanism in tracking down human rights activists. Then a second axis is
considered an expansion and continuation of the previous one, as it concerns the
strategies of the authoritarian state and human rights activists alike, to conclude in the
end an implicit compositional axis related to the assessment of the extent to which this
research contributes to suggesting possible alternatives with regard to guarantees of

institutionalization of rights and freedoms.
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Dismantling Islamophobia, read in Anti-Islamophobia:
Racism against Muslims in Europe and its Social
Implications. Pietro Basso and Fabio Perrico
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Abstract:

In their book Against Islamophobia: Racism against Muslims in Europe and its Social
Implications, Italian sociology professors Pietro Basu and Fabio Peroco wanted to point to
an issue that has become a concern of human thought, the phenomenon of Islamophobia,
which has worsened. And a rapid spread in recent years and became a cause of
civilizational destruction, and they tried to research it meaning, history and study, and what
attracted us to this attempt is its analytical depth and the audacity of its owners so we
wanted to present it to the Arab scholar in public to contribute to raising his awareness |
benefited from it, because of the answers in this analytical effort on everything that the

Arab researcher might have in mind about this renewed issue of the great.

Keywords: Islam, Phobia, Phobia, Islamophobia, Muslim Community, Pietro Basu,

Fabio Peroko.
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Abstract:

This present essayist intended to describe, analyze, and provide readers with an
overview of the major themes running throughout both Plato’s ‘Allegory of the Cave,”
and Vyasa’s “The Song of the Lord,” better known as the Bhagavad Gita. By providing
readers with such a summary, it was also the desire of this present writer to situate

how we thinkers may go about comparing these two masterpieces.

Next, via direct comparisons, as well as arguments justifying why this present author
believes these two philosophical dialogues are attempting to unveil the same ultimate
reality, it was the concluding want of this present essayist, to shine a light not only on

their sameness but to invite wonder as to why they are strikingly parallel.

Keywords: Comparative Philosophy, Plato, Vyasa, Hinduism, Allegory of the Cave,
Bhagavad Gita, Reality, The Song of the Lord.
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Ethnicresidential segregation in Britain: « white flight »

versus « ethnic comfort zones »

Dr. Hassen Zriba

Abstract

Ethnic residential segregation has been a major feature of ethnic minorities’
experience in contemporary Britain. Importantly, this urban phenomenon is so
complex and complicated that so many explanations have been offered to explain
and understand its manifestations, triggers, and potential outcomes. Noticeably, the
concern about the urban patterns of the white Britons is somewhat a novel endeavor.
Possibly, this concern has been an effect of what came to be called “White Studies’
which made British white ethnicity a legitimate sub-field of the British ethnic studies.
In this context, the pressing question is: who is to blame for promoting such ethnic
residential patterns (whites included)? Our scrutiny of this urban phenomenon in
some British cities such as Birmingham, Bradford, and Oldham yielded some
interesting results. Ethnic residential patterns are both a choice (self-segregation)
and a constraint (concentration). In this paper, we mainly examine and study the
constraint factors that generated and sustained such residential patterns. Among
other factors, the phenomenon of “white flight” is highlighted as a white strategy of
avoidance of newcomers which creates boundaries and hampers any genuine inter-
ethnic communication in contemporary Britain. Thus, the strategy of “flight” that the
British white majority seemed to opt for is considerably responsible for the lack of
genuine cultural diversity and social cohesion in Britain. Yet, arguably, the same
strategy and technique are used by ethnic minorities themselves to settle and rest in
their socio-cultural “comfort zones”. Thus, the flight is a shared tool that does not
seem to solve inter-ethnic conflicts but rather postpones them. This paper
hypothesizes that encounter rather than flight is the catalyst to authentic cultural

diversity and cultural communication within an increasingly multicultural British
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society. Methodologically, this study is a case study based on a representative
corpus extracted from different official reports and websites, especially the Office of
National Statistics (ONS), and websites of local councils of the cities of London and
Bradford. The research method employed is the quantitative survey one, used to
treat the relevant statistics on the ethnic residential distribution of the cities of

Bradford and London which yielded several interesting results.

Keywords: residential segregation, ethnicity, whiteness, flight, comfort zones.

1- Introduction

Ethnic residential segregation has been a major feature of ethnic minorities’
experience in contemporary Britain. Importantly, this urban phenomenon is so
complex and complicated that so many explanations have been offered to explain
and understand its manifestations, triggers, and potential outcomes. One pressing
question is what causes and factors promoted such ethnic residential patterns. Our
scrutiny of this urban phenomenon in some British cities such as Birmingham,
Bradford, Oldham, and London yielded some interesting results. Ethnic residential
patterns are both a choice (self-segregation) and a constraint (concentration). In this
paper, we mainly examine and study the different factors that generated and
sustained such residential patterns. Among other factors, the phenomenon of “white
flight” is highlighted as a white strategy of avoidance of newcomers which creates
boundaries and hampers any genuine inter-ethnic communication in contemporary
Britain. Thus, the strategy of “flight” that the British white majority seemed to opt for is
considerably responsible for the lack of genuine cultural diversity and social cohesion
in Britain. Yet, arguably, the same strategy and technique are used by ethnic
minorities themselves to settle and rest in their socio-cultural “comfort zones”. This
process of mutual avoidance resulted in the emergence of what came to be called

“color-coded British society.

Flight is a shared tool that does not seem to solve inter-ethnic conflicts but rather
postpones them. Yet, the flight is not the pure outcome of racial and ethnic thesis.

This paper hypothesizes that encounter rather than flight is the catalyst to authentic
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cultural diversity and cultural communication within an increasingly multicultural

British society.

The paper is organized around four main axes. We first introduce the methodology
followed in this article. Second, we investigate the current residential patterns or
maps of ethnic minorities. Third, we briefly explain the two concepts of “white flight”
and “comfort zones”. Finally, we scrutinize the case study of the process of inter-

ethnic avoidance in the city of London.

2- Literature review

In this section, | investigate the relevant literature on the nature and aspects of
race-related residential patterns with a special focus on the newly emerging “White
Studies”. Moreover, the two basic concepts of “white flight” and “ethnic comfort
zones”, upon which the arguments of this article are based, are examined and

critically analyzed.

2-1- Current race-related residential patterns and the advent of the

“whiteness factor”

“If you want a nigger for a neighbor vote Labour”, was one slogan raised by
Conservative candidate Peter Griffiths during the 1964 General Election. Importantly,
he won the election, which signaled the centrality of the issue of ethnic residence in
Britain. The increasing number of immigrants during the 1950s, 1960s, and 1970s
represented a challenge to British governments and mainstream white society. The
increasing number of immigrants meant increasing ethnic demands of housing.
There was an evident process of clustering in what the British sociologist John Rex
called “twilight zones” or “zones of transition”. However, the experience of early
immigrants differed considerably. While African Caribbean minorities resorted to
renting from private landlords, the South Asian minorities tended to buy cheap and
run-down inner-city houses that lacked many facilities and were situated in deprived
locations. South Asian communities were accumulating funds from their already well-
established relatives to buy those houses. This mechanism helped the emergence of
a kind of ethnic residential concentration in certain inner-city districts. Yet, this type

of cheap low-quality housing generates a chain of social and economic problems.
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The urban sociologist Valerie Karn showed how ethnic minorities become socially
and geographically immobile because of this type of housing (unsaleability of those
properties). This residential pattern is justified by both subjective and obijective
reasons. There is considerable evidence that discriminatory practices of local
housing departments, whether direct or indirect, contributed to this ethnic residential
geography. Thus, to quote David Mason “minority ethnic clients were more likely to
be housed in older properties with fewer amenities, frequently on less popular
estates (Mason, 2000, 83). Another racist strategy was dispersing ethnic clients in
different estates in order to minimize their concentration in a given area (Simpson,
1981 and Smith; 1990).

So, ethnic residential concentration has often been considered as a problem that
needed urgent solution. For large sections of white British citizens, the very presence
of ethnic minorities was regarded, according to David Owen (1993), as an index of
deprivation. Urban disturbances result because of what is generally conceived as
inter-ethnic tensions. For instance, the Brixton events of 1981 and Bradford race riots
in 2001 were seen as justifications for more inter-ethnic fragmentation and a trigger
to “white flight”. White residential mobility has often been called “white flight” from
those ethnically dominated districts. That was a solution and an option taken by
considerable sections of the white population. In this context, increasing research on
ethnicity in contemporary Britain shed light on the white Britons as an integral part of
the British ethnic populations. For instance, Stuart Hall's concept of “new ethnicities”
(1996) reconfigured the subject positions of the white majority in the British ethnic
structure; like other ethnic minorities, the British white constituted an ethnic group,
but one that holds the advantageous position of the majority both in number and
socio-cultural political power. Thus, there was a systematic deconstruction of the
meanings of whiteness to understand the mechanisms and dynamics of the inter-
ethnic relations between the ethnic majority (white Britons) and the ethnic minorities
(British ethnic populations). The politics whiteness represented a major shift of focus
in the sociological consideration of ethnic relations in Britain. The American novelist

Toni Morrison argued that ethnic studies needed to focus on the perpetrators of
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racism and discrimination, not just the victims. Commenting on her intellectual

mission, Morrison wrote:

“My project is an effort to avert the critical gaze from the racial object to the racial
subject; from the described and imagined to the describers and imaginers; the
serving to the served.” (1992: 90)

This kind of discourse meant that whiteness was decentered and its homogenous
character was proven to be a myth; and artifact of uneven power distribution. From
this perspective, | think, that the “white flight” is another version of ethnic residential
and socio-cultural segregation. Hence, the “white flight” is another “comfort zone”
with a different colour, not different from any other ethnicized segregation. Arguably,
one can mention other ethnic flights like “South Asian flight”, “African-Caribbean

flight” or even religious flights such as “Christian flight”,
flight”.

Muslim flight” or “Hindu

2-2- Concepts of “white flight” and “comfort zones”

The term “white flight” first originated in the United States during the 1950s and
1960s to describe and explain the large-scale migration of the American white
population from ethnically dominated regions to more white-dominated homogenous
ones. The concept was problematized by some intellectuals who thought that it was
misleading. According to historian Amanda Seligman, the phrase suggested that
white fled as soon as blacks moved in which was not the fact. White followed
different strategies of discrimination, dispersal, and avoidance in the defense of their
spaces. Their flight was then a late tactic of resistance. However, as shown above,
white flight was not exclusively the outcome of racism, but also promoted by
economic reasons. The overcrowding and physical deterioration of the ethnically

dominated districts obliged the economically able white population to move out.

The phenomenon could also be noticed in the residential behavior of ethnic
minorities themselves and as such we could speak about non-white or ethnic flight. A
more prosperous ethnic population left the deprived inner-city spaces to reside in
more comfortable and economically active suburbs. It seems that economic and
class theses have their say in the physical and geographical mobility/flight of both

white British and ethnic British as well. Arguably, the concept of “fight” has been
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linked in some respects to that of “comfort zone”. After all, those who opt for

leaving/flight are looking for a “comfort zone”, in the positive meaning of the concept.

The concept of the comfort zone is a space of the familiar and the routine. It has
low risk and stress and has little or no challenge. In this zone, the status quo is
maintained and institutionalized. Paradoxically, the comfort zone is not necessarily a
comfortable space. What is comfortable is the fact of being unchallenged and taken
for granted. Thus, those addicted to or tapped in such zones become familiar with
misery, pain, suffering, financial stress, loneliness, and deprivation in its various
dimensions. Those comfort zones can be mental and behavioural states that
concretize in physical and residential separation and concentration. In general, a
comfort zone is a type of mental conditioning that causes a person or a social and
ethnic group to create and operate mental or residential boundaries which originate
an unfounded sense of security. The sense of security is the outcome of people’s
feeling of belonging to a certain cultural identity within familiar and assuring socio-
cultural spaces. Within ethnic and migration studies, comfort zones represent a
crucial space for ethnic minorities and new immigrants, at least as a starting
experience. The concept is not just limited to mental or personal behavior; it can also
affect the different relations of power between those living within and without comfort

Zones.

Yet, comfort zones are not produced in a vacuum. They are often the outcome of
complex social and cultural relations. They can be choices or obligations. Ethnic
residential maps can be comfort zones and offer the security that ethnic minorities
needed within a generally perceived hostile mainstream society. Equally, they are

likely to generate cultural fragmentation and lack of social cohesion.

3- Statement of the problem

White flight is considered as an index of the lack of genuine cultural diversity in
Britain. This can be checked comparatively by studying the nature of the residential
distribution of both immigrant ethnic and host white communities in some multi-ethnic

cities in Britain, notably Bradford and London. This article argues that the encounter
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rather than the flight is the catalyst to authentic cultural diversity and cultural

communication within an increasingly multicultural British society.

4- Research objectives

. To find out the reasons behind ethnic residential segregation in the localities of

Bradford and London?

To examine and explore the credibility of the concept of “white flight” in
contemporary Biritish cities.
To determine the extent to which ethnic and religious belonging explain

residential patterns.

To check out the extent of the “ethnicization” of urban residential patterns in

Bradford and London in particular and Britain in general.

5- Research Questions

The arguments of this article are guided by the following five research questions:

5.

© © N O

How do levels of ethnic segregation compare in London and Bradford?

How far do these patterns vary by the considered ethnic group?

What is the role of ethnic and religious belonging in explaining these patterns?
Is residential segregation an ethnic exclusivity?

To what extent is “white flight” a fact in the considered British cities?

6- Methodology

6-1- Research Design

The present study aimed to investigate the ethnicization/racialization of residential

patterns in contemporary Britain. A case study was conducted in two British cities

(Bradford and London). The rationale behind the choice of those two cities is that

they are considered as “super-diverse” British cities; also they were the context of

two major race-related events: the 2001 race riots in Bradford and the 2005

bombings in London. It is assumed that the comparative study would yield crucial

insights into the causes, aspects, and credibility of the concept of “white flight” and
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ethnic “comfort zone”. Thus, using and comparing data from 2001/2011 censuses of

the two cities represent the major corpus of this study.

6-2- Data Analysis Procedure

Regarding the research instrument of this study, a survey of the relevant statistics
on the ethnic residential distribution of the cities of Bradford and London was done.
The corpus was collected personally by the researcher and later analyzed based on

descriptive statistics and frequency distribution.

7- Research Findings and Discussion

Comparing the data of ethnic segregation of the cities of Bradford and London
underpinned the major hypotheses of this article. The concept of segregation itself is
a complex and contingent one. It is also multidimensional in that segregation entails
different aspects and levels; there are multiple types of segregation the most
important, perhaps the most popularized, is residential segregation. Though other
forms of segregation (economic, educational, social, and cultural) are crucial
mechanisms in the movement of both mainstream white Britons and ethnic
minorities, residential segregation remains the most obvious index of either the “white
flight” or “ethnic comfort zones”. | proceed by investigating the urban distribution of
the British whites and the ethnic populations in the cities of London and Bradford.
The employed comparative approach is two-fold: it compares levels and aspects of
segregation in each city’s populations and then compares the two cities. It is a case

of intra-ethnic comparison in the first and inter-ethnic comparison in the second.

7-1- White versus “colored” flights of the city of London

There seems to be a process of inter-ethnic avoidance in the city of London. 2001
and 2011 censuses indicate gradual but important changes in the white population.
In London, the white British population was 58% of the general population of London
in 2001. In 2011 it became just 45%. In the 2001 census, some districts of London
such as Newman and Brent were discovered to be the first areas with non-white
majorities. The following census (2011 census) found that, for the first time, less than

50% of London's population was white British. Equally, some districts of London were
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almost evacuated of the British white population that makes up less than 20% of the
general population. A further study (2005) showed that about 600.000 white British
people left London to other more ethnically homogenous parts of the nation.
However, importantly, the same study (British Demos Think Tank Research Institute)
revealed that about 100.000 ethnic minority people left London. A plethora of
explanations were offered to understand the nature of this demographic dynamism.
One influential classical reading was that “white flight” was on the rise. But, it was
also an ethnic flight as well. This reality urged analysts like Trevor Phillips, the chair
of the Mapping Integration project at Demos to suggest that Britain as a whole and
London, in particular, is becoming a “color-coded society”. He stated: “This research
reveals that we have yet to face up to the risk that we are drifting into a color-coded
society," (in Hope, 2013). Ethnicity, it was believed, played a vital role in such
ethnic/white flight. However, the sociologist Eric Kauffman suggested that economic
factors and cultural tastes had their impact on residential choices of both white British
and ethnic British. Kauffman denied that white mobility is an absolute example of
“‘white flight”. He argued that “This is not exactly ‘white flight' — it seems as though
they’re influenced by friends and family as well as the neighborhood ideals of their
age group,” (Seligman, 2005). Paul Simpson, an expert on Asian communities,
argued that Britain is experiencing more racial mixing - and that "white flight" was a
myth. According to him, the non-white population is growing naturally, which makes
their number increases vis-a-vis the white population. He urged that “We need to be
looking at poor housing or poor life changes - the colour of an area does not tell you
very much. We accept that colour does not tell us much about people - we should

accept it for areas too." (2002).

7-2- Index of ethnic segregation in Bradford

The same urban patterns are noticed in the city of Bradford. There are noticeable
processes of urban concentrations based on ethnic and cultural affinities. However,
there are symptoms of desegregation and inter-ethnic mixing in the city. A study
done by Ludi Simpson in 2002 indicated that gradual desegregation is underway in

Bradford, slowly but steadily.
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2001
Index of segregation: 30 electoral wards 0.59
Index of segregation: 927 EDs (100-250) 0.74
Wards
75% and higher South Asian residents 0
25%-75% mixed South Asians and Other 6
75%-95% Other 9
95% or more Other 15
EDs (100-250 households)
95% and higher South Asians 1
75%-95% South Asians 43
25%-75% mixed South Asians and Other 154
75%-95% Other 136
95% or more Other 593

Table 1: Aspects of inter-ethnic desegregation in Bradford (2001 statistics)’

Relying on the data presented in the table above, Simpson could argue that
segregation indices are not as high as was generally claimed in the official and media
discourse. He also showed that segregation becomes more remarkable when the
measuring unit is smaller, thus segregation is more noticeable at street level than at
ward or neighborhood level. Equally important was his finding that segregation has
not increased over the 1990s whether large or small measure units were used. The
number of more mixed areas increased during the decade. Thus, what was

increasing was residential mixing not “polarisation in residential patterns” (Ibid: 3).

Simpson, L. (2002). “The legend of self-segregation: what are they talking about?”” Bradford: Bradford 1
Resource Centre Rasalah, http://www.brc-net.org.uk/articles/, retrieved in 22/05/2016.

(300)




| 2021 (jraioms- Jsbl) B G- o] ) — 959 25 lona

Such a centrifugal move of ethnic minorities from the core of the community
demographic cluster was mainly enhanced by the amelioration of the ethnic

minorities’ economic fortunes.

| state below a comparative table that contrasts the 2001 data with the more
recent one of 2011. Remarkably, there are no considerable differences in the nature
and extent of ethnic and white urban choices in the different wards of the city of
Bradford which can confirm Simpson’s claims of ethnic desegregation in Bradford.
This desegregation can be explained by the combination of a set of factors, notably

economic and cultural ones.

2001 2011
Index of segregation: 30 electoral wards 0.59 0.59
Index of segregation: 927 EDs (100-250) 0.74 0.74
Wards
75% and higher South Asian residents 0 0
25%-75% mixed South Asians and Other 6 9
75%-95% Other 9 6
95% or more Other 15 15
EDs (100-250 households)
95% and higher South Asians 1 0
75%-95% South Asians 43 77
25%-75% mixed South Asians and Other 154 163
75%-95% Other 136 134
95% or more Other 593 553

Table 2: Comparison between Simpson’s findings of 2002 and more recent ones (2011)

A basic misunderstanding of South Asian residential patterns explains the official

failure to distinguish between the increasing natural demographic growth of the South
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Asian communities and their residential cluster. The increase in the number of the
Pakistani community in Bradford because of natural growth outnumbers the steady
out-migration to outer areas of Bradford. Also, continuous immigration from the
Indian Sub-continent, coupled with lower white fertility and demographic growth, led
to the ever-increasing demographic disequilibrium between the two groups. The
youthful structure of the South Asian population, compared to the white majority,

sustains such a demographic disequilibrium.

8- Conclusion

To conclude, the goal of this study is to compare levels of ethnic segregation in
two British cities (Bradford and London) and examine the effect of ethnic and cultural
belonging on these patterns. Hence, the concepts of white flight and that of “comfort
zones” seem to fail to capture the dynamism of demographic changes in
contemporary Britain. In many respects, they tend to oversimplify the complex
mechanisms of cultural, social, and economic motilities that the British population-
ethnic or mainstream white- seems to experience. The levels of ethnic segregation in
London and Bradford are quite similar; there are wards in each city that are
composed of clear ethnic majorities and tend to “exclude” people of a different ethnic
character. However, other wards are ethnically mixed and a desegregation process is
underway. So, there are two parallel systems of segregation and desegregation
which can be explained by different factors such as cultural, religious, social, and
mainly economic. Here, it is crucial to highlight that the social class variable plays a
crucial role in determining the residential patterns and choices of both the white
mainstream ethnic majority and other ethnic minorities. The concept of “underclass”,
introduced by the sociologist Charles Murray (2001) shows how class played a more
visible role than ethnicity in the residential distribution of the British populations in all
the British cities, and notably in Bradford and London. Hence, socio-economic factors
are detrimental; people who have the same economic and professional occupations
usually reside in the same area regardless of ethnic and cultural differences. This
does not mean that ethnicity and culture are not important, but compared to

economic status, they are relegated to a secondary position. Both in Bradford and
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London, some wards are perfectly ethnically mixed such as Tower Hamlets in
London and Odsal in Bradford. Essentially, there are no such things as “no go” areas
in Britain, neither for the ethnic majority nor minorities. There is no US-style of
segregation, and of course, not South African Apartheid in contemporary Britain.
Censuses and figures do not lie, but they did not tell the entire truth. What seems the
pure outcome of discriminatory and racist behaviors of British whites against other
ethnic minorities is, at best, a partial picture of what goes on. Urban and
demographic changes are the end product of a cluster of complex factors that,
among others, include ethnic belonging, class position, age group, gender

differences, or simply individual lifestyle choices.
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