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FACSIMILES OF THE MANUSCRIPT

The following are reproductions of the microfilm copies of al-Ghazzali’s
Fatawa from the two manuscripts (@ and (s), the former being the earlier

copy upon which the present edition ultimately relies. The twelve copies
shown here are of pages 5 and 6 of manuscript (), and the answer of the
last mas’alah (i.e., number 190). From manuscript (3, the pages shown

here are those containing the first mas’alah and its reply, and the last
mas‘alahs (i.e., numbers 186 to 190).
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2. Lubab al-Nazar
3. . Tahsin al-Ma’ akhidh fi ‘lim al-Khilaf
4. Al-Mabadi’ wa al-Ghayat

Al-Ghazzili made reference to these four books in Mi ‘var al-‘lim,1°
yet all of them are lost.

19 Al-Ghazzali, Mi‘yar al-‘lim, Ahmad Shams al-Din, ed. (Beirut: Dar al-Kutub al-
‘limiyyah, 1990), 27.
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(d.468 A.H./1074 C.E.), who wrote three books on the interpretation
of the Qur’an.14

These three books of al-Ghazzali were practically identical to
one another. The first in the series was al-Basit. Realizing that this
book included unnecessary details and examples which made it
difficult for students to read, al-Ghazzali decided to write a shorter
version as a textbook, calling it al-Wasft. In addition, he set fortt: -
rule for writing when he explicitly said that “deciding the goal [of a
book] should be according to the ability of the student.”!5 This rule
reflects al-Ghazzali’s exceptional talent as an educator. Later on, he
wrote a further abridgement, which he named al-Wajiz.

The fourth book that al-Ghazzali wrote on jurisprudence
during this period was K hulasat al-Mukhtasar. This book was simply
an abridgement of the Mukhtasar of al- Muzani (d. 264 A.H./878
C.E.).16 Al-Murtada al- Zubaydi stated that al- Ghazzali did not work
directly on the original book of al-Muzani, but rather on an interme-
diaté work which was also an abridgment written by Al-Juwaini (d.
438 A.H./1047 C.E.), father of Imam al-Haramayn al-, Juwaini, teacher
of al-Ghazzili.!7 According to al-Ghazzali this book was his smallest
contribution to jurisprudence.!8

The contributions of al-Ghazzali in figh were expected. After
all, his position at the Nizamiyyah school was given only to scholars
of the Shafi‘ite school of jurisprudence. It was apparent from his
writings in figh that they were intended as textbooks.

(c) On ‘ilm al-khilaf.

This science is concerned with the way to conduct rational discourses
in figh, especially in areas where there are differences between the
various schools of jurisprudence. Here also he contributed four

books:

1. Ma’akhidh al-Khilaf

14 Tbn Kathir, 2: 114.

15 Al-Ghazzali, al-Wasi, ‘Al Mubyi al-Din Al- Qarah Daghl ed. (Cairo: Dar al-Nasr
li al-Tiba‘ah al-Islamiyyah, 1984), 1: 296.

16 Abii Ibrahim Isma‘il al-Muzani, acompanion of al- Shafi‘i. The fulltitle of his book
is Mukhtasar min ‘llm al-Imam al-Nafis Muhammad 1bn Idris.

17 Abii Muhammad ‘Abdullah Ibn Yusuf Al-Juwaini.

18 Badawi, 31.
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Al-Ghazzali's Works in Usil al-figh, Figh, and ‘Ilm al-khilaf

(a)

1.

(b)

On usul al-figh:

Al-Mankhiul min Ta‘ligat al-Usil: this book was written while
al-Ghazzali was still a student of al-Juwaini at the Nizamiyyah
of Nishapur. He concluded this book by saying that he
restricted himself to what al-Juwaini taught without any
changes, additions or omissions.!!

Shifa’ al-Ghalil fi Bayan al-Shabah wa al-Makhil wa Masalik
al-Ta'lil.

Tahdhib al-Usal: this book, which al-Ghazzali referred to in his
introduction to al-Mustasfa, has not been found yet.

Al-Mustasfa min ‘Ilm al-Usil was written after al-Ghazzali’s
return to public teaching at the Nizamiyyah of Nishaptr in 499
A.H./Z1097 C.E. Since then, it has been considered one of the
most essential books in usal al-figh.

On figh:

Al-Ghazzali wrote four books on figh during the time regarded by
Maurice Bouyges as the first period of public teaching (478 A.H./
1085 C.E.—488 A.H./1095 C.E.).!12 These books, which were
considered amongst his first writings, are:

1.
2.
3.
4.

Al-Basit
Al-Wasit
Al-Wajiz
Khulasat al-Mukhtasar

Ibn Khallikan stated that Al-Ghazzali borrowed the names of the
first three books, in the same order, from Al-Wipidi al-Mufassir!3

11

12
13

Al-Ghazzali, al-Mankhal min Ta‘ligat al-Usil, Muhammad Hassan Hitii, ed.
(Damascus: Dir al-Fikr, 1970), 540.

Bac!awf, xvi. _

*Ali Ibn al-Hasan Ibn Amad Ibn ‘ Ali Ibn Buwayh al-Wahidi He diedin Nishapiir
when al-Ghazzili was studying there, which explains the borrowing.

XXix



priority to some of their rulings over those of al-Shafi‘i. For example,
he cited numerous rulings of Ahmad Ibn Hanbal. 6 In addition, he
accepted the ruling of Abu Hamfah regarding divorce, admitting that
al-Shafi‘i’s position had difficulties.” Furthermore, he preferred
Malik’s position on the purity of still water even though it is little
unless impurities (najasat) change its color, taste or smell; he wished
that al-Shafi‘i’s position was the same.

Al-Ghazzali also praised Abi Hanifah for refusing to accept
a governmental office that could have made him responsible for all
the money of the Caliphate. This refusal led the Sultan to whip Abu
Hamfah twenty times in public. Thus praising Abi Hamfah absolves
al-Ghazzali of the charge that he disgraced him without justifica-
tion—al-Ghazzali had been accused of disgracing Abu Hanifah by
Sultan Sanjar. These accusations were certainly incompatible with
the position of al-Ghazzali as stated above; furthermore, he categori-
cally denied such accusations which could have resulted from his
general preference for the Shafi‘i i school. In fact, they were based
upon insults found in copies of al-Ghazzali’s al-Mankhiil minTa ligat
al-Usil. However, these insults were forgeries, inserted into his book
when it was copied.8 Furthermore, whenever he mentioned Abu
Hamfah s name in the above book, al-Ghazzali added a suppllcatxon
(1 e., may Allah be pleased with him) following his name. This
supplication is a clear sign of the respect al- Ghazzali had for Abu
Hanifah.9

Al-Ghazzali saw that his contemporaries busied themselves
with studying aspects of jurisprudence that might never be needed
during their lifetimes, and preoccupying themselves with the differ-
ences between the various schools of jurisprudence. Accordingtoal-
Ghazzali, the followers of the different schools of jurisprudence who
did such things were unjust to the founders. Instead, he suggested,
they ought to study medicine in order to be useful.1

6  Al-Qarah Dighi, 1: 163.

Al-Qarah Daghi, 1 : 162.

8 These were notthe only forgeriesin Al- Ghazzali’s work. Al-Ghazzali discovered
changes that would render him blasphemous when copies of al-Mungidh min al-
Dalal and Mishkat al-Anwdr were submitted to him for approval (ijjazah). He

reported the incident to the head (ra’is) of Khurasan who imprisoned, and later on
deported, the person responsible.

9  Al-Qarah Daghi, 1: 159-163.

10 Al-Ghazzali, Thya', 1: 24-28.

~
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61 folios, 13 lines. Text in untidy naskh. According to the
colophon, it was acquired by ‘Abd al-Karim Ibn Muhammad
Ibn ‘Abd al-Hayy in 1153 A.H. In the margins of some pages
there are corrections. Name of copyist is not mentioned.

(2) Princeton University Libraries (Garrett/Yahuda no. 4152)

4a=3Co 36 folios, 17 lines./ Missing few lines at the end. Text in clear

naskh, copied by the Shafi‘i scholar ‘Abd al-Qadir Ibn
Muhammad al-Nu‘aimi in 868 A.H. In the margins of many
pages there are notes, most of which are comments by the
copyist in which he compares the fatawa of al-Ghazzali to
other Shafi‘i scholars such as Aba Ishaq (al-Isfarayini), Ibn al-
Sabbagh and Abu Nasr (al-Marwazi).

ey

Al-Ghazzali and the Other Schools of Jurisprudence

Although al-Ghazzali issued these fatawa primarily from the Shafi‘i
school point of view, he did not restrict himself to previous rulings.

~ This is most clear when he states that the particular ruling is different

from that of the “friends” referring to the Shafi‘i scholars. This fact
reflects his commitment against faglid (conformism), which was
manifested in his writings including figh. Despite his attachement to
thie Shafi‘i school, al-Ghazzali had deep respect for all the founding
scholars of the major schools of figh.

InThe Revival of the Islamic Sciences (lhya’ ‘Uliim al-Din), al-
Ghazzali wrote with great reverence about the most prominent
scholars of jurisprudence: “Al-Shafi‘i, Malik, Ahmad Ibn Hanbal,
Abi I:Iarfifah, and Sufyan al-Thawri.”# The order in which he
arranged their names was not chronological: rather, he arranged them
according to the number of their adherents during his own time.5

Moreover, he wanted to emphasize the love and respect that these

scholars had for each other; and he wanted the jurists of his time to
follow suit. Not only did al-Ghazzali endorse a policy of tolerance
and openness towards other schools of jurisprudence, he also gave

4 SufyanIbn Sa‘id Ibn Masriiq al-Thawri (d. 162 A.H./778 C.E.). Unlike most others,
his school of law does not have followers any more.
5 Al-Ghazzali, Thya ‘Ulim al-Din (Beirut: Dar al-Ma‘rifah, n.d.), 1: 24.
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These are fatawda which have been issued by the Proof of Islam
(Hujjat al-Islam) Muhammad Ibn Muhammad 1bn Muhammad
al-Ghazzali, may Allah be merciful to him; some jurists asked
him to decide on them because of their ambiguity, which
include one hundred and ninety questions.

The [first] issue is: if the utensils become problematic for
[someone], and he performs ablution without verifying [the
purity of the utensils before using them], then ...etc. I found it
as such in one copy,and I found in another [copy] the [version]
which I copied inside [this manuscript].

We see in the original [copy] that it is the copy of the author
[i.e. al-Ghazzali] in his own handwriting, which is a strange
_andrare occurrence. It differs slightly from some other copies,
yet I believe it was his personal copy, may Allah [SW.T.] be
merciful to him.

Al-Nu‘aimi added that there exists, in the original copy, “the hand-
writing of al-Shaikh ‘ Abd al-* Aziz Ibn ‘ Abd al-Rahman Ibn ‘ Abdullah
Ibn Abi ‘Asriin3 bearing witness that it is the handwriting of al-
Ghazzali, may Allah be merciful to him.”

In addition, al-Ghazzali’s introduction to this copy includes a
statement about himself which reads: “The one who seeks to answer
these [questions] intends to travel and return home [al-watan].” This
statement corresponds to a similar statement in al-Mungidh min al-
Dalal where al-Ghazzali declares, after ending his tour which fol-
lowed his abandonment of teaching at the Nizamiyyah of Baghdad,
his intention to return home (al-watan). There is no doubt that the first
statement reinforces the attribution of this manuscript to al-Ghazzali;
the latter can be used to decide the time of writing these fatawa, which
I think took place after his return to Baghdad, yet before his departure
to Tis, in Jumada al-Akhirah, 450 A H./ June, 1097 C.E.

Uy

Brief Descriptions of the Manuscripts

The following two manuscripts of Fatawa were consulted for the
purpose of establishing a critical edition.

(1) Princeton University Libraries (Garrett/Yahuda no. 547)

3 His grandfather ‘ Abdulldh Ibn Abi ‘ Asriin was born in Al-Misil/Iraq,in492 A.H.,
some thirteen years before the death of Al-Ghazzali. He was a Shafi‘l jurist and
established Al-*Asriiniyyah school in Damascus. He died in 585 A.H.
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INTRODUCTION

M

The purpose of this edition is to introduce the Fatawa of Imam al-
Ghazzali to the specialist reader. Thus, I shall deal with the life of
al-Ghazzili only in as much as it is related to the Fatawa. There are
many available works that cover his biography; these works mostly
depend on his autobiographical work al-Mungidh min al-
Dalal(Deliverance from Error) and the chapter on al-Ghazzali’s life
and works in al- Subki’s Tabaqat al-Shafi‘iyyah al-Kubra, a history
of the Shafi‘i school of jurisprudence, which listed the Fatawa as an
independent collection.!

Other works listing this collection of fatawad independently
include Ibn al-‘Imad’s Shadharat al-Dhahab (4/12), and al- Murtada
al-Zubaidi’s Ithdf al-Sadah al- -Muttagin bi-Sharh Asrar Ihya’ *Uliam
al-Din (1/42). Both sources stated that the Fatawa comprise one
hundred and ninety rulings that are not classified. According to
Badawi, the latter statement is quoted from Ibn Qagi Shuhbah’s
Tabagqat al-Shafi‘iyyah: 1t is apparent though that Badawi was not
aware of the content of the Fatawa although he was aware of the
existence of one manuscript (Figh Shafi ‘iyy # 374; General 5258) at
the Zahiriyyah library in Damascus.2

The authenticity of the Fatdwa can be further proven from the
manuscripts themselves. Inthe introduction to one of the manuscripts
(Garrett 1402/4152), Imam * Abd al-Qadir Tbn Muhammad al-Nu ‘aimi,
a Shafi‘i scholar who copied it in 868 A.H., said:

In the Name of Allah, the Compassionate, the Merciful Praise
be to Allah, the Lord of the two worlds, and peace be upon our
master Muhammad and all of his family.

1 Al-Subki, Tabagat al-Shdfi‘iyyah al-Kubra (Cairo: Matba‘at ‘Isa al-Babi al-
Halabi, 1968), 6: 226.
2 Badawi, 44.
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Many Muslim intellectuals wrongly believe that studies on al-
Ghazzili’s corpus have been exhausted, thinking that there can be
nothing new in this field. It may be surprising to many people to
realize that, after all these years, there are authentic works of al-
Ghazzali that are not published yet. The fact that not all his books are
edited is not new to those acquainted with the status of the rich
heritage of the Islamic civilization. It is a well known fact that there
are thousands of manuscripts that await editing. Indeed, there are
Islamic libraries that are not accessible to researchers yet.

Itis important to understand the complexity of studying prolific
scholars, such as al-Ghazzali, who contributed to many fields of
knowledge and sciences; no one single contribution can reflect the
thought of this prominent scholar. The approach should be holistic,
which requires piecing together the findings in the various works.

Al-Ghazzili excelled in the Shafi‘i school of jurisprudence,
contributing to ugil al-figh, figh,‘ilm al-khilaf, and issuing fatawa.
Yetbeing distinguished in this field did not prevent him from stating,
in the introduction of Ihya’ ‘Uliim al-Din, that the original meaning
of figh is not restricted to jurisprudence; he explained it in terms of
understanding the Qur’an and the Sunnah, and the path to the
hereafter. He said that those who-are preoccupied with the minute
details of jurisprudence are better off studying a science that could
benefit the Muslims rather than wasting their lives in pursuit of
knowledge that might never be useful.

In addition, these fatawa should be seen in their proper hist-
orical context, taking into consideration the fact that many of them
were answers to hypothetical questions and, thus, could not be used
to pass judgement or make generalizations about the Muslim society
at the time.

I wish to acknowledge the ongoing support, encouragement
and valuable suggestions of Professor Dr. Syed Muhammad Naquib
al-Attas, Founder-Director of ISTAC, and Holder of the Distin-
guished al-Ghazali Chair of Islamic Thought.

I also wish to thank Professor Dr. Mujahid Mustafa Bahjat,
Professor at the Department of Arabic at the International Islamic
University, Malaysia, for checking and verifying the manuscript with
the proofs several times, and for making the necessary changes.

I also wish to thank the Princeton University Libraries for
granting permission to publish the Fatawa of al-Ghazzali. The
original manuscripts (Garrett/Yahuda nos. 547 and 4152) are in the
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PREFACE

Once again, an important Islamic manuscript finds its way to the
press. It is hoped that the Fatawa of Imam al-Ghazzali, which is
published for the first time here by the International Institute of
Islamic Thought and Civilization (ISTAC), will shed new light on
this great Muslim scholar. Moreover, it is hoped that some of these
Fatawa should prove to be useful for scholars interested in Islamic
jurisprudence.

The Fatawa of Imam al-Ghazzili is acollection of one hundred
and ninety rulings on different issues including, but are not restricted
to, purification, prayer, contracts, business transactions, rent, endow-
ment, inheritance, trusts, marriage and divorce, oaths and pledges,
and the judicial system. Although many of these rulings are still
applicable and, indeed, “modern” in spirit, some, such as those on
slavery, are obsolete.

Furthermore, there are other occasional rulings of al-Ghazzali
which are not included in this collection; they are listed in ‘Abd al-
Rahman Badawi’s Mu’allafat al-Ghazzdli .1 The first of these is a
farwa , originally mentioned by Ibn Khaldiin in his Tarikh, allowing
Yiisuf Ibn Tashafin to bring Al-Andalus under his rule. The second
is about Yazid Ibn Mu‘awiyah in which al-Ghazzali prohibits cursing
him and that it is preferred to say “rahimahu Allah” (may Allah be
merciful to him). The third is a farwa about the validity of divorce
according to the order of the words in the statement by which the
husband divorces his wife. The latter is mentioned in al-Ghazzali’s
Sirr al-‘Alamayn wa Kashf ma fi al-Darayn.

1 ‘Abd al-Rahman Badawi, Mu’allafdt al-Ghazzali (Kuwait: Wikilat al-Matbu‘at,
1977), 44-52. .
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