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Dead Marshes of Iraq

By Hamid S. Atiyyah

The Pottery’s workshop is closed

The cracks in the mud yawned

And artists are no longer welcome

To copy the fine features of Adam.
Silence has no recollection

Of crickets and bullfrogs holding concert
And the birds’ footprints were all erased
During water's final retreat

Only stubborn reeds remained

Tall as soldiers and harmless as grass
That no longer offer their hand-crafted flutes
To the wind on its musical tours

And few abandoned canoes

Deprived of their Nazarene feet

Sink under the weight of the air.
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