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Do you know what a giraffe is, my son?

The giraffe is the tallest land animal

and lives in Africa, especially in the vast
areas called savannahs (lands full of
grass and trees). The giraffe has a very
long neck that helps it reach the leaves
of tall trees. Its body is covered in
beautiful brown or orange spots. It has

long, strong legs. Its tongue is long

(about 45 cm!) and it uses it to pluck
food. The giraffe Is a herbivore,

meaning it doesn't eat meat. It eats
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leaves, especially those of the acacia

tree, and uses its long neck and tongue

to easily reach them. Despite its great

height, the giraffe can run very fast,
reaching speeds of up to 50 km/h. It
walks in a distinctive way, moving its
legs in the same direction
simultaneously. When a baby giraffe is
born, it falls from a great height but is
unharmed and can stand after about an
hour. It stays with its mother to learn
how to survive and protect itself. The

giraffe defends itself by using its strong
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legs to kick if attacked by a predator. It
often lives in small groups for
protection. The giraffe needs very little

sleep, and sometimes it sleeps standing

up!
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