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Abstract

The study is concerned with the problematic relationship
between narration and argumentation, which aims to reinforce the
argumentative dimension in the fictional text. While argumentative
studies have been abandoned since the works of Perelman, Ducrot,
Charaudeau, and others, there comes Seymour Chatman’s work,
which focuses on examining the relationship between narration
and argumentation, as each one of them intertwines and intersects

with the other.

The novel of Fandaq Damaha by Charaf Eddine Ogri
represents a vivid example of this overlap between narration and
argumentation. It illustrates the argumentative process that is
established between the author and the reader, on the one hand,
and between the characters of the novel, on the other, as the author
attempts to defend the main idea implicitly in the text, while

also impacts the reader. Along the same lines, some characters,
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prominently Damaha, try to defend their usurped freedom,
emphasizing that she was a free person, the daughter of a free
man, still within the argumentative context, in the face of Siyyed

El-Abed.

In uncovering the relationship between argumentation
and the fictional text, the study focuses on specific argumentative
strategies, like those of description and magnification (or emphasis),
as they both help influence the recipient, enhance the presence of
the main idea in the mind, alongside the argumentativeness scale

as a relational framework for argumentation.

Keywords: Argumentation, Argumentative Scale

Theory, Description, Magnification, Narration.
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Abstract

The New Novel is considered one of the literary genres
that has cherished a significant attention, different from writers
and scholars thanks to effectiveness in breaking the conventional
mould of the classical novel. This, it does, through incorporating
different literary genres and employing modern techniques and
mechanisms as long as it absorbs various genres and discourses,
making the most capable of assimilating other different genres;
therefore, achieving its uniqueness as it stands as a manifestation

of a renewed open discourse.

Fandaq Damaha by Charaf Eddin Ogri presents one of

the major literary works that has successfully embedded various
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literary genres, for the purpose of incorporating the issues that
it puts forward, and the way it aims to broaden the significance
side of the text. This is clarified, though, its focus on other literary
genres like poetry, short story, and poetic style, all of which are
considered literary genres that help expand the text and enlarge its

meaning, for enriching the issues that the novel raises.

We focused, in this paper, on the presence of poetry in
the novel, as it is regarded as one of the porminent examples
of intergenricity in the text, that contribute to intensifying the
meaning and providing the main theme of the text with other
dimensions since poetry has an unparalleled influencing power
than other literary genres. The paper focuses also on the narrative/
story element in the novel, as a fundamental part in the novel, that
demonstrates a critical element in the novel, reflecting the sequence
of the events in the frame story. Moreover, the paper explores the
presence of the poetic language that leads to considering a new

vision of the text, intensifies its meaning, and widen its space.

Keywords: intergenricity, poetry, poetic language,

story/ narrative.
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roles that all other enslaved characters played.?’
What makes the novel unique is the resistance dimension that relates
largely to the experience of Caliban, as they both stand in the face of
their victimizers. More interestingly, this relevance also highlights how
postcolonialism addresses a wide variety of issues that make up the
core of the novel. Fandaq Damaha stands to acknowledge not only the
presence of slavery but the magnitude of the trans-Saharan and Saharan
slave trade, the marginalization of a population, the deformed identities,
and inter-personal perspectives to face different realities.
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eyes to ways of resisting\ defending social and cultural forms that are
oppressing and suffering for those enslaved, “psychologically mak[ing]
the subaltern subject’s mind distraught by taking away his voice and
right to speak, thus creating an identity crisis by disjuncturing and
fragmenting him or herself.”*

Conclusion:

While examining the history of slavery in Morocco presents many
challenges, especially when it comes to statistical records, all the above-
mentioned scholars have demonstrated the long-standing tradition of
slavery not simply as a practice based on the abduction of someone
else’s life but as a social institution constructed culturally, and that had
exceeded principles of equality and humanity as long as some people
were depriving others their freedom. As stories that survived through
the ages, those enslaved, like Damaha and Caliban, and illustrations,
like the one Charaf Din Orgi has presented, break, as a matter of fact,
the taboo and the silenced aspects and gaps that are still persisting in
educational curricula and in our talks as a Muslim nation.?*

The novel of Fandaq Damaha is not a peregrination into the life of
those enslaved, but goes beyond demonstrating the physical and
psychological havoc brought by those enslaving those enslaved to
clarify how unveiling the lives of the latter puts into question national
and religious discourses into questions;** it uncovers that the cultural
aspects that are still now celebrated in the city of Fez have been able
to survive thanks to those assumed to be marginal. While slavery was
an institution that had organized the role of master-slaver dimension,
it also evoked the way those slave owners refrained from the luxury
of doing things themselves; enslaved individuals, instead, held tight to
several activities and traditions, as the novel brings to the fore the active

234 Ibid., p. 49.

235 Maha Marouan, “Incomplete Forgetting: Race and Slavery in Morocco,”
Islamic Africa, 7: 2 (2016), p. 268.

236 Ibid.
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powers of enslavers, and instead, it unveils the inhumane part in them.??
it achieves the victory of freedom, and makes it a decision, though it
comes after a long endeavor, it wins over those who hold authority.??’
Not only this, but the novel goes on to illustrate how subaltern subjects
are created through usurping their identity, and how they comply with the
hegemony of those owning them.??® As an argument on the importance
of postcolonial theory as an “indispensable tool of academic critique
today,””?* the theory helps broaden the investigation of the novel as a
historically based one to consider how each character comes up with
their own meaning through the state of being different, which is forged
as the reader takes into account the position of the self, ethnicity, and
the issue of diasporic cultures.”** While the novel highlights a slavery-
complicit culture, “colored by relations of power, discrimination,
racism, hierarchies of cultural importance,”?! it also shows the creation
of disjuncture, if not fragmented, identities, torn between the home
and adopted land culture. This falls within the importance of what is
known in postcolonialism as “the politics of location,””?*? as long as the
experience of those enslaved is connected to “where they are and where
theycomefrom.”?*

The place where Damaha and her companions in the journey come
from, and that of Caliban, and where he was born, matter as long as
they carry a huge part of who they are. The place defines one’s status
in their community and enhances what they might have carried before
and after encountering the experience of slavery. The novel opens one’s

226 Orgi, Fandag Damaha, p. 222.

227 Ibid., p. 262.

228 Burney, “CHAPTER TWO: Edward Said and Postcolonial Theory:
Disjunctured Identities and the Subaltern Voice,” p. 42.

229 Ibid.

230 Ibid., p. 43.

231 Ibid.

232 Burney, “CHAPTER TWO: Edward Said and Postcolonial Theory:
Disjunctured Identities and the Subaltern Voice,” p. 44.

233 Ibid.
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still remembered, as well as a testifier to those crossing it on a long
history that should be unveiled so as to understand what lies beneath
and beyond its walls.?*! It does not require, in the context of uncovering
the story of Damaha and her Fandaq, much but a young boy’s question
at the end of the novel on the reason behind naming the place where
they work and live after a person’s name, to emphasize further the
identity dimension and the historical paradigm of both the people who
are impacted by a long enslaving experience.???

The protagonist’s name, which holds a sign position throughout the
book from the book cover until the very end, reflects the dominance
of seeking self-achievement, that is, embedded in a quest to satisfy
psychological desire and real-life conditions. Not only this, but the
novel presents a call to focus on the history of slavery and an important
part of the history of Morocco, this time from the perspective of those
below. The dominance of Damaha’s voice and her dominant and
noticeable presence in the text, just like the vehement reflection of
Caliban’s thinking, stands for criticizing the attachment to grand and
mainstream narratives, and replacing that with intercultural discourse.??*
The importance of associating the newly published text under analysis
with a theory that emerged in the 1970s is to bring to light the way
it relates to culture and society, representation and identity \ cultural
identity, gender, race, social classes, ethnicity, as well as nationality.?*
The theory, moreover, considers broader relationships, especially those
between language and power; it helps take into consideration when
the subjectivity of the subaltern ends, and the gaps of those so-called
masters’ power are constrained.?” The novel deconstructs the ultimate

221 Orgi, Fandaq Damaha, p. 262.

222 Tbid.

223 Shehla Burney, “CHAPTER TWO: Edward Said and Postcolonial
Theory: Disjunctured Identities and the Subaltern Voice,”” Counterpoints, Vol.
417 (2012), p. 41.

224 Tbid., p. 42.

225 Ibid., p. 43.
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text goes on to show how a marginal social group, like those enslaved,
is the one to maintain cultural practices.

Fandaq Damaha is a call for the quest for identity, a negation of
racial discrimination and inequality, and a reflection of inhabiting
the in-betweenness.?'> The novel considers the complex interactions
between people, most prominently the confrontation between Damaha
and Siyyed Al-Abed, in which the protagonist provides her own
categorization of people: “those who seek after what they aim for by
creating the motivation by and for themselves, and those who anticipate
the motivation to appear and only then they move to achieve their goal.”” !¢
She does not stop here, as she categorizes Siyyed Al-Abbed and those
adhering to similar practices “out of the classification” since he “[does]
[not] belong to people as long as [he] depriv[es] them of their most
exalted feature that God Almighty distinguished them with!”?!"” While
the experience of slavery created fragmented identities, especially that
of Meyberik, who reflectes upon the language he uses in his everyday
life as being constrained in two words: “as you command, master! %8
the novel also visualizes this experience through diasporic cultural
identities, for this reason, the novel, in order to examine this problem of
identity formation, “involves a critical examination of history, tradition,
and modernity, reflecting the ongoing tension between the past and the
present.”" A tension that is marked by an inevitable recorded and
documented past, but a forgotten and silenced present.??

By the end of the novel, the reader is introduced to another voice, while
it both intersects and interrupts at the same time the story of Damaha,
it actually tells the reader how the place, the Fandaq itself, becomes
a witness to both the victory of an idea for which the protagonist is

215 Ibid., p. 243.

216 Orgi, Fandag Damaha, p.222. The translation provided by me.

217 Ibid. The translation is my own.

218 Ibid., p. 216.

219 Sunilbhai Patel, “Postcolonial Literature: Its Importance and Modern-Day
Relevance,” p. 243.

220
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regainmy freedom. )*"

O (It’s good that you started with this preface and revealed in
front of me the broad lines of your filthy work.)?!°

The history of slavery, its struggle, and how it functioned in the past are
major elements that Damaha and Caliban come across, demonstrating
the broad outline of the enslaved encounter with social hierarchy and the
way it could be transformed or mitigated; one way to do this is through
the social mixing that largely impacted the cultural background of those
enslaved, thus, expanding their own cultural awareness.?!! Interestingly
enough, the text under analysis illustrates, in addition to all that, an
intricate relevance when seen from a postcolonial perspective, as it
dives into issues of ethnicity, cultures, and human identity that were
part and parcel of the slavery experience, on the one hand, and that
make the core of postcolonial literature, on the other.?'?

As a text published this year, the novel expresses a strong attachment to
Morocco, both through illustrating the experience of slavery from the
standpoint of a Moroccan protagonist who encounters a harsh destiny,
and through visualizing the country’s cultural practices related to that
phenomenon, how those enslaved come into contact with it, and what
they can create in terms of cultural continuity and social organization.
Still, when seen within the framework of this theory, the protagonist
becomes the voice against domination, power, and authority unfairly
practiced.?’* The novel reflects a resistance in the face of dehumanizing
other people; it shows the distorted social order, the ability to shift values
despite the established norms.?'* In addition to the loss of identity, the

209 Orgi, Fandagq Damaha, p. 132. 1 did the translation.

210 Ibid., p. 134. I translated this.

211 Madian Thomson, “LIKE A MOTHERLESS CHILD: RESEARCHING
SLAVERY IN MOROCCO,” Sudanic Africa, Vol. 6 (2005), p. 97.

212 Dharmesh Kumar Sunilbhai Patel, “Postcolonial Literature: Its
Importance and Modern-Day Relevance,” Educational Administration:
Theory and Practice, 28: 1 (2022), p. 240.

213 Ibid.

214 Ibid., p. 241.
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assimilated that she comes to; Damaha develops a sense of belonging to
two different environments. Still, her imagination and dream of going
back are never forgotten. Put otherwise, the protagonist in the novel
creates her own equilibrium, a state of balance between two homes, as
she manages to harmonize between the demands of her heart and mind,*"!
and those of Dada Maseeda.?? Because of her position, a female slave,
the protagonist, moreover, reflects a strong subaltern experience, as
Damaha is exposed to the hegemony of a social class over another.?*
The protagonist, just like Caliban, absorbs what her role as a slave
entails, including householding services and handicrafts, which in
all cases comfort the lives of her owners. In the case of Caliban, this
included wholehearted performance of services that involved physical
effort, such as chopping wood, washing dishes, fishing for food,
and planting vegetables.?”* However, while Caliban opts for a vocal
resistance and opposition to what he has been through, in Orgi’s novel,
Damaha settles on keeping her vocal objection voices inside her head,
which she herself only hears and never utters in the face of her masters
as early as she arrived in Fez.?*® Instances for this are many in the novel,
including her tour with Dada Maseeda, as the latter is introducing
Damaha to the new space, the protagonist states to herself,

0 (There is no rest for me here, never!)*

0 (And you are tougher than the journey.)*”’

0 (What peace this woman is speaking of! Is she crazy?)**

0 (Damn you and your so-called masters, I am free, the daughter

of a free man, I will die free, or at least I will die while I am trying to

201 Orgi, Fandag Damaha, p. 132.

202 Ibid., p. 134.

203 Altun, “Key Concepts in Postcolonial Theory,” p. 8.
204 Césaire, A Tempest, p. 347.

205 Orgi, Fandag Damaha, p. 130.

206 Ibid. My translation.

207 Ibid., p. 131. The translation is mine.
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way to do so through highlighting, for instance, binarism,'”* as Damaha
understands the social institutionalization of master-slave, how they
should have opposed roles, and how they should be played, entailing
an opposition of their social status, the former at the top of the social
pyramid, while the latter at the bottom '

Moreover, Damaha’s role also underpins creolization'* as she quickly
learns from Dada Maseeda the principles of organizing the house, the
handicrafts, alongside the order of the house people, the principles of
conducting parties, and the local folklore, Andalusian music, in addition
to local terms and words,'® therefore, Damaha, despite the fact that she
never forgets about her home in the oasis, grasps and acknowledges the
cultural differences as she opens herself to learn others.'” Her identity,
while completely aware of who she is and where she comes from, is
brought into harmony with the place, although she hates its people.'’
Upon revealing the truth to Siyyed Al-Abed and how she wants to
abuse Lalla Kanza with the reality she knows about Mulay Driss,
Damaha is to become her enslaver’s wife since pregnant with his
child. The protagonist decides to remain in Fez, though she becomes
free upon her marriage, and with the money she receives by selling
the Fandaq, given to her as her dowry, she, instead, frees many other
slaves,'”® suggesting later on that Damaha may have developed cultural
mixing.!”” Damaha, in other words, experiences “in-betweenness,” as
she becomes connected to two worlds,?® that of her family and that
of her enslavers. She is attached to the place she comes from, but also

194

192 Ozlem Altun, “Key Concepts in Postcolonial Theory,” Retrieved on (5
Nov. 2025), from TheKeyConceptsinPostcolonial Theory[1].pdf
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the subversion of that system.'*® Names hold a significant controlling

symbolism, but at the same time, hinting at the presence of others
suggests what is constructed.'®” The attempt to strip someone of their
name, in the context of slavery and domination that both Caliban and
Damaha have been through, is to make them temporarily subjected but
also strongly attached to their cultural heritage.'*® As a sign for “cultural
survival and self-definition,”'® both characters defended their nativity
and loyalty to the single principle of freedom, although neither of them
do not maintained it at the end.

A huge part of naming is concerned with destroying “cultural
epistemology,””!”® mirroring its the absentation. To see Damaha as a
postcolonial character, reflecting a revolutionary mindset that opposes
the victimization of a human by another because of socially constructed
roles, is to illustrate the relevance of the theory’s core concepts on
this character, as she demonstrated a great confrontation based on her
deep belief in equality and entitlement to freedom.'' The novel depicts
intriguing intercorrelation between characters that are meant to embody
a locally-based perspective on slavery, and that also underscore the
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changed, Damaha expresses immense shock, or what she describes as
having ignited a “roar[ing] violence inside her.””'” She sees that upon
changing her name, the only thing that remains from her previous
life, a form of submission to her enslavers. Damaha demonstrates an
130 ghe partially belongs to the
environment she is brought to, and this she does as part of her plan to
show her masters that she starts to get familiar with the space, while she
only chooses to do so to discover its gaps.'®!

In analyzing the act of naming to both characters and also to those who
fully accept their new names in the novel, the act of naming, for some
scholars, forges a framework to understand other forms of “cultural
hybridity,”'® that could also take place, in addition to naming, through
the linguistic background of the characters that is usually expanded
through learning new languages, for Caliban through English and
for Damaha through the Fazi dialects. For another group of scholars,
the new realities faced by these characters make, as a matter of fact,
the opportunity ripe for a collision and tension that characters find
themselves obliged to conflict with.'®® For Damaha, this turns the idea
of escape into a psychological endeavor fraught with questions she
pursues for their answers and a series of plots to find the perfect escape
plan.'®* for Caliban, this happens through recognizing his own power in
the face of Prospero’s laziness.'®

Either used to highlight a form of oppression or liberation, naming
either erases original identity in order to reinforce the power relation
system, or enhances cultural pride or resistance in order to maintain

objection to the experience of dispersion;
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on that, Damaha begins her journey with hunting gaps in the stories of
her companions, those who share the same fate, but never think about
what life they would have outside the house of Siyyed Al-Abed. As
Caliban called for “Uhuru,” and uses the language of his colonizer
to uncover Prospero’s exploitative face, Damaha, following the same
path, rejects that those enslaving her do not possess the courage to be
human enough.'™ Her entrance to Fez can be interpreted as an entrance
to a fighting arena and a prolonged confrontation, through which she
knows who she is and what she wants.

As Caliban preferred to be called “X” as a way to move beyond the
constraints of the name given to him by his master, and that his ugliness
is, as a matter of fact, an issue of constructing a devilish Other,'”> Damaha
can never imagine living inside another name but hers. Upon her arrival
at her master’s household, Damaha encounters nine other girls, with
nine given names, and of course, nine forgotten identities, replaced and
reshaped by those their master wished for.!7® The protagonist even goes
on to question whether she would have remained the same person had
she been given another name; she interrogates who got to enjoy those
names, either those who give them or those to whom they have been
given, and she probes into what lay behind those names, a long history
of personal identities that had been obscured and blurred to be thrown
inoblivion.'”

Seen as a “fundamental process of shaping identity,” the act of naming
implies a form of what a person’s names symbolize in a conflicting
context between (re)-negotiated realities, that are either forced,
maintained, or abhorred.'® Upon hearing that her name is about to be
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freeing oneself from the mindset of servitude, in which the language
taught by the usurper of Caliban’s freedom becomes the same weapon
as Césaire’s protagonist used against the ex-master, Caliban creates his
own rationality of what made sense to him, and not necessarily to those
enslavinghim.'®

The relevance of mentioning those previous studies about Caliban
is to highlight how the novel is historically engaged with critical
issues, first, slavery and the different realities, actions, and reactions
unleashed in the face of such a destiny, and second, the history and
cultural heritage that is still up to now celebrated and relevant, thanks to
what was assumed to be a marginal social class, that highly and largely
contributed to the making of the city’s social norms and practices.
The novel is written to reflect how Fez’s walls whisper the records of
very long-life experiences, and also to show a strong association with
a counter-narrative discourse and an answering-back dimension. Just
like Caliban, who becomes the embodiment of those opposing social
stratification based on a policy of race and bias, and the question of
civilized vs. the uncivilized,'”” Damaha completely refuses the reality
she encounters. The protagonist’s intense feelings to find her way out
are addressed in both internal and external self-talk, expressing disorder
to those who created unfair social orders.!”!

In realizing that the demise brought to bear at a young age is actually
caused by her skin color that she never pays attention to, Damaha, from
that moment on, never accepts, unlike others, her victimization by other
people.'”” Throughout the text, Damaha is constantly reinforcing the
fact that she is “a free person, the daughter of a free man,”'” and based
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kept inside, and moving from mumbling incorrect sentences to strongly
expressing his mind to those he served.'' Vividly aware of his own
right to own, to rule, to inherit what belonged to him, conscious about
his identity, most prominently, critical about the experience of millions
of other colonized people, Caliban becomes the epitome of resistance,
which stands in a postcolonial sense as a way to defend one’s culture,
abhor hegemony\ superiority of one over another, as he fights back the
institutional structure the oppressor represents.'¢?

Placing a character, like Caliban or Damaha, into a specific socio-
economic context is to reveal the means of exploitation, complicity
of, and politics of entourage and conduct each of these characters
encountered and resisted.'®® As Césaire retells the story again in A
Tempest, he demonstrates the realization of a “What-If Caliba, as the
character in his first appearance in the play brings to attention his native
language, which was never mentioned in Shakespeare’s play, as he said
“Uhuru!” meaning freedom.!** And while Prospero moves from being
the ultimate master, he becomes, later on, an intruder, deliberately
debunked for the way he assumes his role in a world that is not his, as
Caliban refuses his order as he assumes his own rights of being “The
King of the Island,””'®® of having his own name,'*® and of “Freedom of
NOW. 2167

Just like slavery steals from Damaha the joy of vastness that she grows
up accustomed to in Fandaq Damaha, Caliban faces the same destiny
as his own name has been replaced because of slavery; he finds solace
in being called “X” rather than hearing the insult he felt every time
his master used Caliban.'*® As the drama demonstrates the intensity of
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commentary on colonialism and its effect on the colonized.” '*®
Written as a counter-response to Shakespeare’s The Tempest, Aime
Cesaire’s A Tempest, remembered by its character Caliban, demonstrates
a strong agent, voiced and heard, practice of de-mystifying a whole
constructed set of representations created and supported by colonial
politics.” Left to the margin, undermined because he was seen as the
black savage, lustful and irrational, with a forgotten identity and stolen
land, Caliban owes no loyalty but to his civilized master, Prospero.'®
Because written by an author whose perspective and experience
of life, mostly encountered by the negritude movement as well as
colonization, Cesaire’s A Tempest is in no way comparable to the way
the protagonist, Caliban, is represented in Shakespeare’s work. While
the one of 1610\1611 represented the interests of Shakespeare’s time,
the one of 1969 reflects as well the interests of the colonies, as was the
case of Cesaire’s homeland, the Martinique, formally colonized in 1816
by France.

The points intended to be shown in this part are two: to show how
Damabha, just like Caliban, wants to go back to her roots, and how she is
engaged in an endeavor to do so through revolting against the situation
she faces as an enslaved person, the same thing the reader notices
in Caliban of Cesaire, and to demonstrate how Charaf Din Orgi’s
novel, though does not claim any association with the concept of or
the framework\ the power relations of postcolonialism, its protagonist
does reveal common points like those Caliban demonstrates against his
master, which also raise interests to what extent postcolonialism is still
relevant in today’s literature.

As Caliban revolts against forms of colonial manipulations through
becoming the central character, he clarifies his will to retrieve what
is his through breaking the wall of silence, unleashing the anger he
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records of the Rcif and Smat courts.!>® Even after 30 years of Moroccan
colonization, which means between 1941 and 1950, there were still
records of legal slaves; however, what changed at this point was that
most of the households that engaged with concubinage started to
acknowledge their slave wives alongside their children during the end
of the 1950s and 1960s, which led to a shift in elite Fazi families'®
The significance of analyzing all these characters in relation to the
protagonist shows not only the varied experiences and realities, and
the life and title that they encounter each one, it also illustrates that
slavery was not only an act of depriving someone else’s life, but also
demonstrates the way these people mitigate their situations either by
running after their freedom, though escaping the life they come to
toward the one they left behind forcibly, or by seeing their freedom
through submission, while in other cases through leveling up their
services until they become acknowledged servants or mothers to their
masters’ children. What to keep in mind is that all these figures in the
novel reflect different ways, while some show their agency, others
choose to reinforce forms of power relations that draw the path of the
master-slave paradigm.

“Damaha is Just Like Césaire’s Caliban”: Signs of Resistance far
beyond Postcoloniality

A story written into drama, focusing most prominently on the shift from
silence in the face of those who usurp one’s right to live freely into a
vehement vocal resistance, A Tempest demonstrates the plight of both
Caliban and Ariel as they both seek their freedom from Prospero, who
usurped their island, dominates and controlles the course of their lives
as he make them his servants.””” The drama falls within the category
of answering back, in postcolonial terms, as it rewrites a “powerful
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and economic infrastructure, its social institutions did not witness a
dramatic shift like other sectors. Put otherwise, the Moroccan context
experienced a strong ambiguity, seen in the way its society was mingling
between things they grew up with, and others they wanted to achieve
but never impacted their own social order!*® Goodman’s main argument
is that slavery in Morocco was ambivalent, as domestic slavery was
neither stopped nor abolished, as it never came to a clear-cut result that
granted freedom to those enslaved in domestic households.!’! Reforms
were basically selective, and traditions were preservative, and so
slavery was maintained through legal practices, that it was seen as a
regular feature of life in Fez.!>

the influence of deeply entrenched cultural practices that were primarily
patriarchical and benefited men, coupled with the interpretive authority
of the Qur’an and the hadith, also the sole purview of men, emphasized
the internalization of sociopolitical modes of thinking as well as the
assimilation of cultural strata, providing the epistemological foundation
of the legal edifice constructed to permit the taking of slaves for
concubinage and slavery itself.!>

Goodman, in addition to everything that has been stated before, argues
that despite the presence of enslaved individuals, notes from different
origins, there was an absolute silence when it came to the legal
documentation of slaves, which, for him, suggested the corroboration
of the legal system as well as the vast number of slaves.'™ As the act
of emancipation, either voluntary or upon the master’s death, occurred
only with 73 cases in 1913, and did not occur again until 1952 in the

150 Ibid.

151 Ibid., p. 154.

152 Ibid.

153 El-Hamel, Black Morocco: A History of Slavery, Race, and Islam, p. 51.
154 Goodman, “Demystifying “Islamic Savery”’: Using Legal Practices to
Reconstruct the End of Slavery in Fes, Morocco,” p. 156.

221



most Moroccan slaves were of Sudanese origin, Goodman argues, based
on “oral historical informants of slave descendants in Fez,” that many
of them were of Sous and Sahara origin,'** exactly like the protagonist
of the novel.

Even after its colonization, Moroccan slaves did not move back to
their native homes in the form of an exodus, but rather, many of them
were brought only from rural areas.'* This happened first, because of
the introduction of social vulnerabilities and stratification that were
themselves created due to the introduction of agricultural modernization
and land distribution among those French and Moroccan elites only
while many of Moroccan middle and poor classes were deprived of
theirs, alongside water supply, and second, because of the burden of
the tax of Tartib, falling on the heads of poor rural households, leading
many of them to look for poorly regulated labor and wages as well as
the sale of their children.'#’

Goodman continues that due to the great depression, Morocco, because
of demographic growth, urbanization, displacement, and the increase in
employment, experienced what he described as “generalized decline,” in
1929, that only 100,000 Moroccans were employed in sectors associated
with modernized economic domains, both rural and urban.'*® In this
context, slavery continued to expand within the richest households,
seen as a form of making a living for those displaced, especially among
those coming from rural poor households. For Goodman, Morocco
was facing an internal duality deeply entrenched in its state-building,
trying to incorporate at once and at the same time universal liberty as
well as the implanted “political and economic realities and interests
surrounding slave labor on the ground.”'¥

Although the new colonial Morocco began to develop its coastal cities
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enslaved people were to bear the havoc of this life.'®

No attachment but to their masters, and never experiencing the
prohibition of slavery despite changes in laws, domestic slaves
encountered a gradual pace to free themselves due to a social fixation
on this practice. R. David Goodman informs that, upon Morocco’s
colonization from 1912 to 1956, the Moroccan monarchy (the Makhzan)
had the largest share of slaves along the lines of other elites, although
on papers and decrees, slavery was claimed to have ended.'* The 1923
Protectorate Circular and several Moroccan decrees of the same year
included, slavery in Morocco was still unenforced.'* While it did
become a “voluntary condition,” slavery remained part of the Fezzi
household, and a question of risk to those who chose to keep selling
enslaved people in unrecognized small markets of gathering.

For Goodman, slavery in Fez came to an end neither because of political
decisions, administrative policies, nor even in relation to the master
granting manumission to their slaves, but rather thanks to a social
transformation carried by changes in the household and the generations
that succeeded the slavery-accustomed one: familial dynamics'* He
goes on to claim that gradualist policies did not stop the phenomenon,
as it continued to be part of households more than an essential material
of economic and state organization.'* Although the French occupation
of slave-based markets, like Timbuktu in 1894 and Touat in 1900, did
impact the trade of slaves in those regions, Morocco’s need for slaves
was redirected to kidnapping and abduction inside its frontiers and the
Sahara, increasing from within the country.'** Far beyond the fact that
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scholar continues that the slave trade was not only something deeply
incorporated as a regular order, just like EI-Hamel’s argument, but also
its abolishment never came as a one-way order, but rather by means
of loosening the maltreatment or ill-consideration for these people,
through showing the great benefits of manumission in men’s relation
with God."* One may wonder why, having spent so much time under
the command of a certain man, Meyberik does not energize him to ask
for his own freedom, which he could have gotten from Siyyed Al-Abed
after all these years of servitude, unlike Damaha, who is both young in
Age and newly introduced to the fate of those enslaved, starts to look
for the most possible mean to free herself.

In other words, both Damaha and Meyberik have the exact same
knowledge, with which they can abuse their master; thus, win the
situation. However, the novel’s purpose is to demonstrate the great sense
of loss and the fear of going back to nothingness caused by slavery as
a means and source of stealing one’s life that the latter becomes mere
shadows or pictures brought back from time to time to remember the
distance one had crossed, and at the same time, to demonstrate the
desire to live freely, the sense of deprivation, as well as the will to go
back to something always looked heavily precious.

Dealers of different origins and native suppliers strongly remained
attached to older customs, although the order of captivity concerned
only those taken in war and underlined the way they had to be treated.
Enslavement went beyond some years of hard labor to turn people into
commodities exchanged for others.'*” Not only this, but if we are talking
about captives as people engaged in war, whose end they did not know,
and so their imprisonment was explained through war-established
principles, enslaved people encountered kidnapping as children, being
part of a tribute to be delivered;'3® a problematic issue is that some
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Before Meyberik, he was also Billal, Fateh, Bel-Khir, Faraji, Mat’aa
Lah, and so the attachment that he could have created with his
native home faded in the face of many strange others.”*! Having no
other alternatives, landless and affiliated to where his masters want,
Meyberik, while he is able to locate himself and situate his life inside
the coat of every name he is given, is one man inside many others, as
long as he continues to play the subjected slave, and the hands with
which his owners perform actions they despise. As a form of what
Yusuf Fadl Hasan calls “Serfdom,”!*? slavery subjugated many people
to a phenomenon that he describes as being vast in terms of number,
structured in terms of routes, and organized in terms of the emergence
of the Islamic Empire.!*

The increase in the number of slaves, explains Fadl Hasan, was the
consequence of the emerging urban communities, with which new
employments appeared, new occupations flourished, and social
hierarchies began to bloom. As a commercial source for caravans,
and in the face of fewer and fewer captives of war, slaves became an
independent means for carrying out economic and household tasks,
which in turn faced those enslaved with a long-distance route extending
from the Sahara to North Africa, to reach the Nile of Egypt, and then
across the Red Sea into Arabia.'3* And since this was not the only route,
Meyberik illustrates another perspective on the case of the way slavery
was practiced in the cradle of Islam.

The early contact of Arabs (mainly Arabic-speaking people, with
different and varied origins) in Africa, Fadl Hasan argues, was that of
traders, not conquerors.'* Having created chains of road traffic, and
later only vast markets where enslaved individuals were sold, the
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a massive share of slaves, tracing their origin to M. Ahmed al-Mansur
al Dahabi’s conquest of Timbuktu in 1591, who brought them for the
sake of labor, and witnessed later on a boom in their numbers during
the reign of Mulay Ismail, who established by 1679 Abid Al-Bukhari,'*
it is intriguing to understand to see the life condition that people like
Meyberik experienced, as they moved in a different social structure,
which is different; they, in other words, became “survivals in popular
Moroccan Islam,”'?¢ culture, and society.
While others argue that enslaved people, coming from different regions,
contributed to social diversity and cultural diffusion, far beyond the fact
that they, and like the character under analysis, only absorbed the norms
of their masters, they also promoted their own practices, and projected
the very tiny native history and identity they carried with them along the
way.'”” Mobilizing their own distinctiveness, either through performing
their spiritual practices, styles of music, among others, Allen R. Meyers
claims, as she focuses on Sudanese enslaved in Morocco, that they even
managed to introduce Sudanese traits to Morocco, especially those seen
in Sufi orders.'?®

What is carried in Meyberik’s case are glimpses from a stolen history,
remembered through his scarred cheeks and barren life, that neither
offers him comfort nor solace to have someone to rely on except his
own victimizers, apart from those he knows no life with and from
whom he can not depart.'? What may be seen as Meyberik’s inability
to contribute or bring into his current life some practices, traditions, or
cultural aspects of his former life to the Fezi house, where he resides for
so long, is not because he avoids what he is, but rather he is re-shaped
as a child, then as an enslaved adult, and then as a man of many names
and identities he hold along his life.'*
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to which he wants to return. This is not because he does not know where
to go, but to whom to go. In his words, Meyberik saw himself as having
“no mother, no father, no brothers or sisters, no child, and not even able
to give birth, neither the first nor the last, what a misery.”!*?

The purpose of his life is to serve forever, and not to be served for
once. And while Myberik could have used the same means he gave to
Damaha to take his freedom back, he chose to give it to her to buy hers,
or so he thought. Considering helping her as an honor, which lead him
to reveal to Damaha what appears to be a strong social and familial
structure, is, as a matter of fact, built on the exploitation of those treated
as marginal. Having told Damaha the true nature of Siyyed Al-Abed, a
man whose life centered around the dream of going back to Andalus,
prayers, singing, and drinking, women,'?’ and that all the girls in the
house are there as concubines to a single master,'”! and that Lalla
Maseeds is Moulay Driss’s mother, and not Lalla Kenza,'?> Meyberik
thinks that he provides Damaha, whom he senses is after the quest for
freedom since the moment she inquires about the way the never-existing
husband of Dada Meseeda escaped, the key to her rescue. Little does he
know he opens the portal of hell on himselfand the girl.'*

To analyze the character of Meyberik is to further examine that the
categorization ofthe Abed in terms of functions is not the only concerning
issue, but also helps to understand their origin in terms of the geography
they belong to. To this end, many of them were Moroccan themselves,
and many others were not only Sudanese\ belonged to Bilad al-Suda.'*
While academically conducted historical studies in this area present, in
many instances, statistically as well as qualitatively, that Morocco had
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well. Also seen as an essential element within the interiors of the elites,
and an important component in managing several tasks,'* Meyberik
is glued to Sid Al-Abed, in every moment the latter makes or every
action\ or word he utters. From the very beginning of the novel, this
character confirms the typical image of a person; though he aspires
more, he never comes to terms with what he wishes for. Meyberik,
having known no life except that of slavery, reached the point that he
can never imagine a life without the title and names that have been
attached to him, or visualize a life beyond its constraining norms, as he
tells Damaha: “I have never lived but under my masters’ shade, never
ate but the remaining scraps of their food, and I only rejoiced for their
sake, and [ only grieved for them.”!'s

Despite the sorrow and misery of his life, that his current name
becomes one among many others changed according to the will of the
buying master and lost the moment his ownership ended, this character
reflects an even farther journey with displacement and identity crisis.
Being brought from the region of the Hijaz by Siyyed Al-Abed’s father
when he went to Mecca,''® Meyberik sought his own freedom through
Damaha’s desire. While he cannot not mitigate his situation or run after
his salvation, he attempts to help the protagonist run after her way out,
although he is well aware that a way out of the householder’s house,
more or less a prison to all those enslaved, requires a risk and demise,'’
saying, “Nobody ever gets out of here, no one ever.” 18

The major point of difference between the enslaved Damaha and
Meyberik is how the left-behind home can be seen and sought as an
energizing force that created a fierce motivation to go back to the
motherland, and therefore, experience the relief they all dreamt about.
While Damaha’s home, family, and land are always present in her mind,
that of Meyberik is mentioned to indicate where he comes from, and not
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all the girls take desperate roads to mitigate their realities, either through
becoming an unrecognizable Umm al-walad, a sexual desire, or to face
an undesirable fate, as they bear the vileness of the owner befalls. As a
sexual tool, female slaves’ ability to give birth or be purposely brought
for entertainment is exploited, and as a male, his performative ability to
conduct labor is exhaustively used.'®

The categorization of the nine girls, besides Dada Maseeda and
Damaha, tells the reader more about the insights of deeply-rooted
cultural practices and their moralities that were deeply entrenched
in practices that Islam has nothing to do with. El-Hamel claim that
while the Qur’an does not specify a selective vocabulary of slaves,
neither does it categorize them in terms of sex, functions, or purpose,
or their status, Islamic legal scholarship, he underlines, did so, thus,
“establish[ing] the definition and concept of slavery in Islam as was the
case with the emergence of the concept of Wala [clientship].” !

1.3. Meyberik

A category of a sub-category, the character Meyberik, illustrates
another form of male slavery. Described as belonging to the category of
scattered-cheeks slave (Abed Lamcharat Lahenak)'" and also to those
who are given the title of eunuchs,''? This enslaved man is seen from
Damaha’s perspective as having pledged not only his life in totality to
the point that he could no longer dream of having a family or children
of his own, but he also dedicates his own feelings of sorrow and joy to
hismasters.'"

As the house structure of rich men included places where the people
of the house had no access to, unlike others, where male hosts were
welcomed, Meyberik manages to have access to women’s space as
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opinion. For El-Hamel, slavery in Islam takes a transitional position
that started with not denying the presence of slavery to the ultimate
goal of gaining freedom for those enslaved.!”® However, its continuity
as a socially established institution was justified by the need for labor.
Damaha, alongside her enslaved companions, inside Si Abed’s house,
undergo an identity crisis; in its epitome, slavery takes from these girls
their own lives and places them inside another, witnessing the horrifying
nature of displacement and being out of place.'™ While the quest for
freedom concerns them all, as the protagonist insists that in planning
her way to escape is in one way or another different from the other girls
at the end of the novel, looking for salvation is, after all, their primary
purpose, explicitly expressing their unwillingness to remain under the
ownershipof SidAl-Abed.'®

In describing her vehement desire to live as a free person, Damaha
becomes the face of a raped life, treated not as a human, but rather as
an object, who does not simply carry the title of a commodity inside a
business regulated by social discourses, but who is also subjected to the
principles of its market, “bought, sold, traded, donated, bequeathed, or
inherited.” ' Although the protagonist comes to an environment where
she can no longer care about the issue of drought, carrying water, the
hot-sunny days, shepherding sheep, and where she can forget about the
dreary landscape of sand dunes, the main character’s native entourage
lives with her just like a shadow she chases, and a shade she sees in
every corner of the house.!?’

The stories of all the enslaved women of Siyyed Al-Abed’s house
intersect the moment their freedom is abducted, just their bodies, and
they become entitled to the latter to do with it as he pleases.!”® But also
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concubines, mainly in the works of Jalal ad-Din al-Mahalli and Jalal ad-
Din as-Suyuti, at-Tabari, Ibn Khatir, among others, he also highlights
the fact that sexual relations that were not based on the willingness of
concubines are considered prostitution\ Bagha’.”” To acknowledge the
sole preference of men’s enjoyment and entitlement to own a female
slave for the purpose of sexual bonds is to contradict the ethics that
the Islamic holy book comes with. As the scholar relates the idea of
concubinage to the implications of the term Ragaba, Abd, Ama, and
Asir in the Qur’an, he moves to conclude what the Hadith implies in
this issue, concluding that there are many sayings or traditions, forged
and attributed to the Prophet, for different social reasons.”®

The emergence of the “Isra’iliyyat” (Israelite traditions)® hindered the
credibility of prophetic sayings, still, El-Hamel states that Islam, with
its Qur’an and Sunna, is important as long as it created a “practical
advancement in the history of slavery.”!'® He strongly believes, after
critical examination of what Messages from the Qur’an insist on in the
face of what some interpretations of Hadiths inform, that the former
consists of no verse that call for slavery, as long as it does not provide
a see-through path on how, in the future tense, to handle the freeing of
a slave, as much as it provides recommendation to pre-Islamic\ past
forms of owning slaves: “what to do with slaves already required.””'"!
Freeing slaves is one of Islam’s forms of social justice and Men’s
equality before God. It emphasizes their free will to maintain their
legal freedom through El-Mukataba (contract of freedom written and
concluded by the master and their slave, be it a woman or a man)
alongside manumission,'” what to blame in his view is not religion
but the prevailing male interpretation, per se, that shaped the public
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98 Ibid., p. 38.

99 Ibid.

100 Ibid., p. 39.

101 Ibid., p. 42.

102 Ibid., p. 41.

231



attempts to completely erase who they are.*?

The nine girls are also trained by Lalla Maseeda. knowing that they
are the householder’s concubines, they undergo the same training as
Damaha, except that little does the latter know that the other part of her
training was concerned with becoming a concubine to her master. In
a detailed analysis regarding the history of concubinage in the Muslim
world, El-Hamel strongly believes in the existence of a complex social
structure that created a big gap between what the holy texts (Qur’an and
Hadith) say and what their interpretations imply.”> The responsibility
of providing legal consultations through schools of thought, either
based on the Qur’an or the Sunna, creates a divergence from what was
intended and what was practiced.”

El-Hamel clarifies how terms like Abd and Ama were never used in
the Qur’an to refer to a specific category of black enslaved people, but
rather to refer to all his followers and believers or those servants of
God.” To further explain and in an attempt to remove the discrepancies
in the justification of concubines, the scholar goes on to argue that the
interpretation of the Arabic expression “ma malakat aymanukum’ does
not imply the ownership of female slaves\ concubines and, therefore,
does not allow men to enjoy sexual relationships with those females
enslaved as much as its interpretation by the School of thoughts
incorporated, in his views “pre-Islamic social and cultural practices
rather than adopting all adhering to what the Qur’an expresses with
respect to new ethical tenets for social relations.”

Translated to “those whom your right hands possess,” El-Hamel sees
that concubines were still considered after the spread of Islam as a deeply
rooted aspect of a popular culture. While the scholar presents other
interpretations of the Qur’an that prohibit the practice of polygyny and
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1.2. Daw Al-Sabah, Shams Al-Deha, Quot
Al-Qlub, Mask al-Lyl, Loubana, Jawhara, Al-
Yaqut, Marjana, Fateh Al-Zehar...

Those, on the other hand, both share the fate of Damaha, in the sense
that they are themselves kidnapped forcibly, brought to bear the
specificities of an environment different from their original, but also
different from Damaha, in the sense that they showed their submission
to their enslaver. The above-mentioned names, at the same time, reflect
a strong intersection with Dada Maseeda’s life, as they themselves are
concubines to Siyyed Al-Abed. In El-Hamel’s words, while they did not
illustrate a lesser degree of agency as long as “They used their sexuality
and emotional resources to navigate the harsh realities of slavery and
its attendant loss of personal identity and pride,”*® from Damaha’s
perspective, they accept the loss of a huge part of their identity, which
occurred the moment their names were changed to others.*

While the protagonist does not lose faith and is vehemently certain
that their quest for freedom was as strong as hers, as they are also
still in search of the most plausible opportunity to find the way out
of the master’s house,” she is also against the way they avoid talks
that either include their own past lives or their relation to Siyyed Al-
Abed, to whose return they show great delight and to whom they show
great reverence, just like Lalla Kenza.”' The point of difference takes
place in the way this identity formation is seen, as El-Hamel explains
that female concubines engaged in a process of reconstructing new
identities, Damaha explains it in terms of complicity to a system that
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to pursue such transformation actually requires the approval of the
enslaved women; otherwise, it is seen as prostitution.?! Still, what he
underlines is that these roles were either ignored or never respected
in Islamic societies.® In this sense, Dada Maseeda never gains her
freedom, is never acknowledged as Umm al-Walad, nor is her own kid
aware of the true identity of his biological mother.

To see the social role played by Dada Maseeda as performing an
active, well-structured role in a bigger social hierarchy positions the
character, according to El-Hamel, outside the docile dimension,® is to
see a woman of influential presence and noticeable absence. Clearly
seen in the way she manages and controls the hosting party of Siyyid
Al-Abed and his friends,? specifying the roles each girl has to perform.
“In nineteenth-century Morocco, black slaves, male and female, were
not without their own power and influence.”®

However, this is not to claim all female slaves are to take the same
position as that of Dada nor that their children or the female concubines
are acknowledged as wives or sons of their masters, who tended, in
some cases, to sexually abuse the enslaved women, those not taken as
concubines, far beyond their will, or tend never to admit the lineage of
their sons,* as was the case with the great pre-Islamic Arab poet, Antra
B. Shaddad.®” Thus, making these women retain a submissive position,
submitted to the authority of the house provider.
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Given that Morocco is a patrilineal and patriarchal society, the father
gives to the son his nasab (ethnic kinship) and his religion. Concubinage
was a socially acceptable practice, and the children of such unions were
recognized as legitimate regardless of the mother’s status.”

Seen by Damaha as a woman of long experience as well as a complicit
contributor in what the former perceives as “the order of the Master
and the Slave, who completely identifies with and forever defends
him,””” Dada Maseeda’s role incorporates a process of wiping out
and erasing her and the girls’ identities alike. This, she does through
changing their names and giving them those familiar among the Fezi
people (Dou Sebah, Chemas Deha, Mask Lill...), through expanding
their linguistic scope in the Fezi dialect by teaching them new terms,
words, or popular proverbs common in the Fezi entourage, Andalusian
music, and performance musical instruments,’® alongside other crafts
and, most importantly, to become concubines, and thereafter, “mother
concubines” or “Umm al-Walad.””

Dada Maseeda stands as an accurate representation of a strong Agency,
from El-Hamel’s perspective, rather than retaining a weak position that
El-Hamel criticizes as attempting to create “emotional bonds,” through
which women like Dada Maseeda seek to elevate their social status and
their lives’ conditions, because for him this only implies an “emotional
liberty.””® For the character of Dada Maseeda, in the novel, just like
many others in real life, the scholar argues for the legal rights both
she and her son maintain, as free people, as well as how their free will
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longer theirs to control, but opposed to her in the way they abandoned
their aspiration for salvation. Interestingly, related to the purpose of
this article, the novel’s other enslaved characters are equally important
in making the protagonist’s personality and quest for freedom more
apparent and unique, as well as in illustrating the different occupations,
activities, and roles they played, which also clarify the divergence in
stories of slavery. Starting with

1.1 Dada Maseeda

Dada Maseeda is the woman concerned not only with the whole
house’s management, but more interestingly enough, is the one
supervising Siyyed Al-Abed’s ten concubines. Under her eyes, all the
girls receive both training to become domestic household servants,
but also concubines to the household master.”” Maseeda, as a reminder
of Damaha’s mother and the shoulder the latter relies on, makes sure
to pass on her expertise in cooking, sewing, and oil distillation to the
younger ones. These qualities, Dada Maseeda believes, qualify the girls
to work in the Sultan’s palace and also in the richest houses of the city.”!
As the oldest servant in the house of the Sayyid, Dada Maseed’s fate is
not different from that of the rest of the concubines, before gaining the
title of Dada, which authorizes her to know the ins and outs of the house,
serve wholeheartedly its masters, and become the general supervisor as
she gaines the keys to the rooms of the whole house, she also happens
to be the mother of Siyyed Al-Abed’s first and only boy, Moulay Driss.”
However, her natural instinct to enjoy motherhood comes shortly to
an end: an end marked by taking the child from her, and by tracing the
boy’s lineage to Lalla Kenza,™ Si El-Abed’s first wife, who cherishes a
prestigious social hierarchy as the woman of the house, with an elitist
background, as opposed to those enslaved female servants.”
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or agricultural labor, for men, ® slaves were seen as a necessity, but what
is more problematic is the severe lack of understanding “Africanicity”
(black consciousness)” as mentioned by Chouki El Hamel, not as a
marginal social group in the social-making of its norms, appearance,
and culture, but at the same time outside of it because of discrimination,
turning either a blind eye to slavery and racial attitudes, or turning the
page on its aftermaths as stories of captivity.*

Whether they were children brought from Bilad el-Sudan or children
who lived along the lines of Morocco’s Saharan trade roads, slaves
grew up to absorb the spatial and linguistic background, as well as the
principles of the people they served.® Instead of seeing themselves as
“participants in a different tradition,”* they were, as a matter of fact,
different participating in maintaining traditions. Though Muslims and
were enslaved by other Muslims, the analysis of their part as social
actors illustrates the difference between “Islamic ideals and historical
realities.”®” On this issue of division of what Islam preaches, what
the interpretation of the religion entails, and what reality carries, El
Hamel claims that there seems to be an existing complexity, a bridge
that is there, though clear in some religious statements, especially those
related to fairness and justice when it comes to ethnicities, color, and
cultures, it is absented in the way slaves were treated and is presented
in the making of social hierarchies.®

The creation of what El-Hamel called “enslavable identities”® is clearly
demonstrated upon Damaha’s arrival in Fez at the house of Siyyed Al-
Abed’s entourage. On the doorstep of the new house, Damaha is to
face the reality of other enslaved people, like her, whose lives are no
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other concubines in Fez.%’

As a witness to the documentation of the contract of her own selling,
Damaha opens the reader’s eyes to the constituents of this historical
paper, one among millions of others that remain still, and a beholder
of a long history of human trafficking and freedom criminalization.
Including both the name of her buyer (El-Cherif Sid El-Abed Ben El-
Charafin Sidi Mohammed El-Andalusi) and her seller (Ahmed Ben
Abdellah El-Tuouati), in addition to Damaha’s name and detailed
description of her physique, and the price for which she is sold, the
contract is concluded by the immediate exchange of the commodity.*
As their social roles made a central force, thanks to which the houses
of the elites and central authorities depended on, Mohammed Oubihi
demonstrates how slaves in Morocco occupied a large part of its
public life, and so the need for slaves was essential for carrying out
certain activities that the buyers sustained from.>* As an enforcement
of the previous claim, E. Savage explains how the eighth-century Arab
population’s thinking on the meaning of “man equality” extended to
include only certain members of the Muslim community.® Because of
the economic footing of certain people, unlike others, and their need for
the ever-growing demand for labor, slaves were seen as an essential part
of trade, which did not exclude the idea of supplying or owning slaves.®!
Undergoing an “intensive training,”®? in music, literature, sexual
relations, housework, and to develop “docile, robust, and excellent wet-
nurses,”’ personalities, and to also become cooks, for women, while either
“store-keepers, porters, boatmen, and even keepers of private libraries,
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matter of “legal, religious, statutory, and moral problem.”*

In an open space, Souk Laghzal of Marrakesh is described as “the
first station in the forcibly-brought slaves’ journey from the south.”>°
This, Damaha explains, through the presence of an abundance of rich
merchants, who made sure to satisfy their need for slaves, especially
women.”!' Divided by brokers and warned not to speak or act accordingly,
against the will of the buyer. In Damaha’s eyes, the enslaved girls learn
their first lesson of slavery, or what she called “the first verse from the
poem of servitude,”? referring to bending on the knees, opening their
mouths, and taking their clothes off when asked by their buyers.>
Seen as devoid of freedom, to act and live based on a personal right, and
is therefore restricted forcibly to the will of another, slaves, according
to J. Alexander, were important for new developments that became
prominent in Muslim societies.™ Recruited for different types of
employment, domestic services, and concubines and their children, in
addition to male slave attendants and guards, continues the scholar, all
added to the prestige of the male householders.” This also explains the
high prices of slaves, which could only be offered by rich men. To this
end, the protagonist of the novel under analysis is sold as a Mamluka \
Ama (in both cases indicating an enslaved female concubine) for 1,400
Basita Hassania,* to face her final rest among Siyyed Al-Abed’s nine
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institutional systems, Damaha feels betrayed since she does not find
her salvation in the Makhzanian guards at the southern gate of the city.*
Despite the fact that the girls’ scream first demonstrate their presence,
and second that slavery was less favorably practiced publicly, as the
guard tells the leader of the Gafela to “Get rid of them before you
encounter some problem,”* but approved secretly by certain people
and under bribed circumstances, Damaha and the other girls still have
to confront their selling-buying process.*

Once in Marrakesh, the four girls were taken to the house of Naoura,
the lady in charge of preparing the girls to be sold in the slave market
in her own home.*® As Naoura indicated, the small number of girls
brought by the leader of the Gafela, and as the latter also stated that
their kidnapping is based on taking them forcibly them along the
Saharan roads, Damaha, along with her friends, is to start a new
process of preparing these girls to be sold: a process based on making
them looking their best, making sure they are virgin, and that they were
never to be returned to their seller.’

Often sent to special women who took care of the brought young-black
women for inspection, typification, and preparation for sale, Boubrik
clarifies that slaves underwent a physical detection process to guarantee
the sell of an “effective” women slave\concubines: either to be entrusted
with carrying a noble’ man child, entertain him through dancing and
music, or make sure to comfort his life through a maintaining a neat
clean environment.*® Virginity, pregnancy, menstrual period, the lack
of any illness, physical condition, are all included in Damaha’s and
her friends’ inspection, one that Boubrik describes as guaranteeing
a successful “authentication via notary,” which made their selling a
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humanity, and dignity.””*’

Described as “a turning point in one’s understanding of oneself and
one’s relationship to the world,”*® the epiphany, on one hand, and the
epiphany of the main character, on the other, reveals both what the
protagonist understands from the situation and what we can call an
inevitable unpredictability that erupts the normal course of her life and
that introduces her to another unwillingly, and that leads her to dive into
re-examination of her free past and captured present, limited by and
under the mercy of an unidentified destiny.*

The voice of the victimized girl brings with it not only the physical
dilemma, but she, too, clarifies its tragic flow that would later follow
since the moment of her abduction, and that results in her gaining
self-knowledge of what she wants even more: her freedom back and
a protest against those abducting her and others.** The experience of
her enslavement is a reflection of an overwhelming reality that she
comes to conclude is strongly associated with her own skin color but
opposed to her manner of living. The re-evaluation of her past life and
the day of kidnapping both become “milestones of insights into [her]
own existence.”*!

As Damaha draws an intense psychological crisis, and as she counts
the days of her miserable journey to reach Marrakesh, which took 6
days,* the protagonist reaches her destination of her demise as a human
being. In that city, the main character does not only recount the policies
of conduct with human commodities but also recounts the policies
that allow it. Seen as a complicit behavior in the country’s moral and
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both movement and numbers, from 25,000 men and camels in total to
30 for the former and 60 for the latter.** Damaha moves to visualize
the movement her life was about to turn upside down, the moment
she is to become a commodity by the same people.’> Damaha opens
her eyes to her new fate; she is not the only female commodity being
transported to Souk El-Ghazal of Marrakesh. the protagonist is then a
prisoner to her freedom-depriving, her anxiety, confusion, and sense of
dehumanization caused by her skin color become the flaming force of a
psychological state, as well as a moment of epiphany that is articulated
by her own shock to a reality she has no knowledge of, but that is shared
with four other girls who are themselves sharing her age and reality.*

In her realization of the darkest side of a life she never imagines,
Damaha finds both an answer to where, as a commodity, she would be
transported, as well as an intense belief to acknowledge her freedom
despite the horrifying truth people of her own skin have to endure. This
horrifying truth Damaha presents, when she says, as she describes the
surrounding of Al-Ni’ama, of one of the girls kidnapped as well, and to
which the protagonist objects:

“Signs of surrender to the horrifying situation were flowing successively
from the words of my interlocuter, and her speech suggests that she was
expecting what happened, just like a small brook finding its way to a
giant sea; she seemed.

And just like a small fish, believing that her grave is the belly of a
whale, she was speaking.

As for me, I did not accept a single letter of what I heard; still, it stripped
me off from the cloak of tranquility and faced me with two forms of
oppression: the oppression of leaving my beloved ones, my oasis, and
my life behind, and the oppression of depriving me of my freedom,
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form Iligh, Sijimasa, Tindouf, Akka, Tata, and Asrir, among others.?®
Making a substantial part of this trade, enslaved women occupied
the positions of concubines (Saraya\ sing. surriyya). Categorizes into
either “defective slaves, elevated slaves, or exalted slaves,”? Women
slaves had to undergo an intense personality displacement from free
human beings to witness their own birthright taken away through an
institutionalized custom in the presence of Umana (trustee) and ‘Adul
Shar’iyyun (notary witnesses), Makhzen Officials, alongside Brokers.*
However, what Fandaq Damaha strongly emphasizes, in addition to
the scholarly work under analysis, is that it demonstrates, on three
levels, the transactions and conduct of sale, the environment in which
this practice took place, and how Moroccans from Saharan oases and
regions were themselves a commodity; a perspective on slavery from a
Moroccan experience that proved how children were directly affected
by the phenomena of kidnapping. While the main character of the novel
begins by detailing the vast Saharan environment from which Damaha
draws her sense of identity and freedom, the same vast Saharan
environment leads to the demise of her will to live freely.’! This demise
she illustrates with the welcoming of the upcoming Gafela to be hosted
by the people of her oasis for four days.*

While the protagonist goes on to celebrate the delights of seeing the
manners of people of Gafela, and their economic contributions, she takes
the reader into reflecting upon the flourishing historical movements of
the Gafelas across the Sahara, supported and represented by leading
figures of state authorities, among which were the Shiekhs of Zawiyas,
alongside security men and guides.*

As the protagonist continues to denote the tribute and reverence of the
people attributed to the men of the Gafela, indicating the decrease in
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3,000 to 4,000 slaves brought from Sudan between 1865 and 1870.%
Although Boubrik does claim that there is an abundance of debates
concerning the precise number of slaves, either those transported from
Sudan\ Western Sahara to Morocco, or those from the Coast of Africa or
the Middle East to the Hijaz, or those who crossed the Mediterranean or
the Atlantic,? he still insists on the idea that when referring to Morocco,
the debate is rather more critical despite the presence of the French
and British archives accumulated on this issue in Morocco. Although
Approximate numbers were collected, however, Morocco’s slaves
were an abundant commodity since the former did not take part in
either shipping or transporting those slaves to other regions, but rather
kept them inside its territory.>* The scholars explain the difficulty of
providing factual numbers since many of those slaves did not make
a public appearance, and were rather concerned with house-serving
activities or save maintenance of oases\ framing.?

Benefiting from this practice itself, the scholar, based on other studies,
argues that the state itself used to impose taxes on urban markets,
where slaves were sold. Among those markets was that of Marrakesh,?
providing, at its lowest rate, 2,000 sales of slaves between 1876-1880,
while at its peak, 1890-1894, around 7,000 to 8,000 per year.”” The point
of intersection between what Boubrik and the novel tell us about is that
the city of Marrakesh was the first destination of those slaves brought
from the southern regions, attracting a big number of merchants, as well
as their distribution across regions.

Both children and people of age were essential goods of caravans to

22 Rahal Boubrik, “Nineteenth Century Slave Markets: The Moroccan Slave
Trade,” p. 66.
23 Ibid., p. 64.
24 Tbid., p. 65.
25 Rahal Boubrik, “Nineteenth Century Slave Markets: The Moroccan Slave
Trade,” p. 66.
26 Ibid., p. 67.
27 Ibid., p. 68.
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Eastern ones where the practice was rife.'® A huge part of slavery
in Morocco was also concerned, or rather, victimized Moroccans
themselves from southern or south-eastern oases and tribes. However,
it is important never to forget that in both cases, slaves had undergone
situations that the novel itself visualizes artistically; still, it never fails
to deliver its purpose strongly.

Slavery in Morocco is a question related to both qualitative and
quantitative insights. Broadly speaking, slaves, claims Rahal Boubrik,
were among the main commodities transported between the Maghreb
and western Sudan through caravans to many cities where slavery was
institutionalized in the Middle Ages."” As the history of this practice
witnessed prolonged experiences of trading, Morocco, as an important
geographical stage and a significant beneficiary, has also seen the
flourishing of this kind of trade since the Middle Ages until the early
twentieth century.'® Since often described as “the last of the great slave
markets especially after the abolition of the slave trade in Algeria in
1848", Tunisia in 1846%, and then Libya around 1896, despite its
persistence,”! Morocco’s share of the slave trade remained, in the face of
all those abolitionist acts, a substantial commodity, sometimes reaching

16 John Edward Philips, “Thinking on Slavery in Islamic Africa and the
Middle East,” Middle East Studies Association Bulletin, 27: 2 (1993), p.157.
17 Rahal Boubrik, “Nineteenth Century Slave Markets: The Moroccan Slave
Trade,” ALMUNTAQA, 4: 2 (2021), p. 63.

18 Ibid., p. 64.

19 Benjamine Claude Brower, “Rethinking Abolition in Algerian Slavery and
the Indigenous Question,” Cahiers d’études africaines, Vol. 105 (2009), p.
806.

20 Elisabeth C. Van Der Haven, “The Abolition of Slavery in Tunisia
(1846): A Study into its Historical Background and its Juridico-Theological
legitimization,” in The Bey, the Mufti and the Scattered Pearls: Shari’a and
political Leadership in Tunisia s Age of Reform, 1800-1864 (Leiden: Leiden
University Press, 2006), p. 41.

21 Gabriele Montalbano, “Italian Abolitionism in Late and Post-Ottoman
Libya (1890-1928),” in Ten Years after Uprising in North Africa and the
Middle East Historical Roots, Political Transitions and Social Actors (San
Marino: AIEP EDITOR, 2021), p.204.
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that she herself takes time to describe,' illustrating the practice of
documenting the slavery, selling, and buying contracts.'* until she sets
foot in her new house in Fez. In the latter, Damaha is to begin a period
of training as a household maid servant to be sold later by her first buyer
to another house to provide housekeeping alongside other services
that are mostly common among the city’s richest class.” Little does
Damaha see that she, too, among nine other girls, would become one
of Siyyed Al-Abed’s concubines, to begin another trajectory of looking
for salvation and unveiling the truth on a social\ household structure
that, although in its attempts to marginalize enslaved individuals, it,
as a matter of fact, places them at the heart of a social life as well as
flourishing cultural norms and practices.

Local Retrospect: On Slavery but from a Moroccan Perspective
The importance of the novel under analysis is very much demonstrated
in its ability to bring into attention critical issues that can relate to other
intriguing matters on a local\ national, and international level. The
novel is based on promoting the voices of those victimized by slave
traders and who were deprived of their own freedom. Studies on this
issue are rife, illustrating not only the circumstances of power under
which slavery of both men and women alike was practiced, but also
providing in detail the life and other processes of identity formation
and re-formation that those forcibly brought from other regions had to
encounter and undergo in central cities and under\ inside the houses of
its elites. For these reasons, the Fandaq Damaha excels, as it unveils
the proceedings of both slavery as a practice of kidnapping, selling, and
buying, and of identity-making.

On the history of slavery in Morocco, both local and foreign scholars
have written extensively. Our interest in this part of this paper is to
make clear that slavery in Morocco was not simply concerned with
those brought from Bilad Al-Sudan\ Sub-Saharan countries, or Middle

13 Orgi, Fandag Damaha, pp. 106-107.
14 Ibid., pp. 118-119.
15 Ibid., pp. 131-132.
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all those who face the same destiny as hers and who abandon the idea of
regaining their freedom back while she does not. The novel makes out
of the idea of escape a persona itself that does not simply trace Damaha,
who eventually becomes an investigator for the most plausible way to
find her way out, but also an impending concern that the reader attempts
to foresee in its perfect form.

The slavery of Damaha, and of course, many people like her, opens the
door for deeper considerations for the environmental context, where the
criminalization of one’s freedom is practiced because of skin color, to
which Damaha never pays attention, and once she does, it ignites flames
of anger and an ever-lasting misery inside her, she articulates those
feelings in her dialogue with El-Ni’ama (one of the girls kidnapped
with Damaha) when she says:

“As she screamed in my face, I, too, cast upon her the veil of confusion
and bewilderment.”

“Why are we here?”” (Damaha)

“ So she replied with a trembling voice:”

“We are here because our skin color is black.” (El Ni’ama)

“And where exactly are we going? (Damaha)

“We were kidnapped, and we are now being transported to be sold in
the slave market.”” (El Ni’ama)

“My eyes froze at the horror of what I heard, and I said!”” (Damaha)
“The slave market!”” (Damaha)

“Her words ignited fire within me, and my heedlessness to black-tending
skin color was replaced by a shattering and horrifying awakening, back-
breaking with its violence, devastating with bitterness, and deadliest
withvileness. (Damaha)”!?

Upon arrival in Marrakesh, the protagonist draws the reader closer to
the process of preparing the human merchandise in the slave market

12 Ibid., p. 86. The translation is mine.
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she describes as “in the service of the Oasis”, just like “the Oasis is the
service of everyone.”® Damaha, the young girl, who is in the opening
of the novel, taking care of shepherding the sheep of her own family
is also taking care of introducing the reader to the life of her people
who are enduring drought and never give up looking for the best to
sustain the ways of their living: mainly through digging wells and
making Irrigation system, like that of the Qanat system.” The main
Character reflects an empowered association with the ground, to whom
she expresses great love and to whose eyes it seems like heaven.
However, Damaha has to face a sorrowful farewell to her Oasis
once another trajectory of her life begins: a path toward slavery that
transformed her free life into an imprisonment in Fezzi’s merchant’s
house. This new trajectory begins with the Damaha being kidnapped by
one of the members of the Gafela, or as it is described in the novel as
the moving city,® that sets its belongings to rest in the hospitality of the
Damaha’s tribe people for four days, during which the traveling men’s
animals quenched their thirst, free their backs off the merchandise they
brought from other sub-Saharan regions they had been to, and during
which its men enjoyed enough food and sleep, and most importantly
had the chance to revitalize the economy of Damaha’s people.’

The kidnapping journey of the protagonist lasts for six days until it
reaches Marrakesh, where Damaha, alongside four other girls, is sold
in Souk Laghezal'® (The salve market of Marrakesh), presenting the
proceedings of their selling, and at the same time breaking down the
wall of deafening silence that covers an important part of our social
history. The protagonist is facing both physical and psychological pain
that she would counter back through her revolutionary thinking,' unlike

6 Charaf Eddin Orgi, Fandaq Damaha (Khartoum: Dar El-Mousaouarat,
2025), p. 44, my translation.

7 Ibid., pp. 54-55.

8 Ibid., p. 73.

9 Ibid., pp. 70-71.

10 Ibid., pp. 106-109.

11 Orgi, Fandaq Damaha, p. 85.
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Damabha, represents the building block and the main focus of this paper.
The novel is a pure novelization of real-life experiences that stand to
reflect artistically the history of slavery from a Moroccan perspective,
the making of material culture by those in the margins, and the social
structure and hierarchy that marked Morocco of the late 19" and early
20" century through a long journey that extended from the sand dunes
of the Moroccan desert and the Saharan roads of the Moroccan Gafela®
to the city of Marrakesh to find its final rest in Fez.

The novel visualizes a radical movement from the Moroccan Southeast
Oases environment, an open space, which is in Damaha’s eyes, is a
space that reflects an attachment to a free life, which is lost with her
loss of a free life once she becomes enslaved. The book demonstrates
through many voices the struggle to ask for or to abandon the hope for
what is considered one’s birthright and clarifies through strong feelings
of anxiety and silence how freedom could be one’s biggest burden to
achieve or be trapped in the dream of achieving it. While it strongly
traces the road of the Gafela and its life, one of the novel’s intriguing
points, as a matter of fact, is its ability to bring into vision, that allow
the reader to compare, the different ways of life that create and bring
about people with special backgrounds not only into contact but into
identity formation, and that also generate a strong process of material
culture construction.

The story of the novel begins in the life of Damaha’s native entourage,
with her own mother and father, and her social environment, which

5 According to Mohammed Zeniber in “Tijarat EI-Qawafil fi EI-Maghreb,”
the term stands for a very important form of social and economic life, carried
by people with a special degree of patience to bear up the deserted and
long-term journeys conducted for the sake of trade exchanges. The Qafela,
more that this, demonstrates the form of international relations of their times
alongside the geographical diversities and how they help sustain regional and
local economic boost. Comprising men selected from the region\tribe they
represented and capable of maintaining both the continuity and the safety of
the Qafela, the latter also comprised animals, mainly the Naga and Jamal
(cows and camels), provisions and supplies that could retain a guaranteed
arrival at the destination back and forth.
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in the face of the victimizers.

The novel, in addition to that, falls within the literature that demonstrates
a sublaterian perspective and speech, as the protagonist of the novel
engages in a psychological fight to achieve her quest to become free
again, and also in a confrontational dialogue that breaks the wall of
silence of the subaltern, who can speak, and should be heard, against her
freedom usurper.* This, at the same time, suggests a strong relevance
to postcolonialism as the character and the novel reflect many aspects
that relate to this theory. For this reason, the purpose of this paper is
twofold: first, to illustrate the history of slavery in Morocco, but this
time, from a Moroccan perspective, emphasizing that a huge part of this
phenomenon was based on the kidnapping of Moroccans themselves.
Second, to clarify how the novel, despite claiming no association with
postcolonialism, does reflect many of its aspects.

What to keep in mind in both cases is that the paper goes on to underline
other critical and relevant issues, especially those related to social and
cultural encounters that lead the way to profound identity transformation,
resulting in inhabiting the in-Betweenness as a way to mitigate new
living conditions, on one hand, or resulting in disjunctured\ fragmented
individuals who constantly dreamed of going back, but to where and to
whom. The novel presents a set of divergent destinies, each of which
puts forward varied standpoints that give their life meaning. While all
the characters of the novel are part and parcel of the socio-economic
context that forged their social status and those of their masters, each
one of them expresses that experiences of slavery differently, which
puts the reader not only in front of one experience, but rather in front of
one institution, slavery, with many real-life trajectories.

Synopsis of Fandaq Damaha:

First published in 2025 by Charaf Eddin Orgi, who is also the Author
of Saradib El-Dakira, Ila Mohelikati, Al-Ghour El-Makhefi, Fandaq

4 Isabella D’ Angelo, “Subaltern and Marginal Figures in Literature Spivak’s
Reading of Postcolonial Novels,” The Journal of Theory and Practice in
Language Studies, 5: 1 (2020), p. 14.
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history, which is marked by intense resistance and identity re-shaping
in contemporary Moroccan literature.

Keywords: concubinage, enslavable identities, postcolonial lens, quest
for freedom, slave trade,

Introduction:

In his interesting book, Between Caravan and Sultan: The Bayruk of
Southern Morocco, a Study in History and Identity, Mohammed Hassan
Mohammed puts forward an intriguing argument that centers on the
idea that the black population of the Maghrib is, as a matter of fact, an
indigenous population that had been victimized by enslaving caravans
and cultural traditions and that this fact specifically was disregarded
by many western scholars.? This argument actually goes beyond the
claim, which has been defended in many cases, that the Moroccan black
population originated only from Bilad Al-Sudan. However, scholars like
Hassan Mohammed deny that even the Trans-Saharan slave trade was
that magnificent, as he believes that the more slavery was associated
with Trans- Saharan Road chains, the more slavery became deeply
entrenched in Orientalist discourse and imagination of the Self.?
Slavery victimized those people from Bilad Al-Sudan. However, to
assume that it stopped there is to erase a huge part of the enslaving
experience whose victims were Moroccan and children natives of the
country itself. For this reason, the novel to be analyzed in due course
has been chosen to bring to light this local history of slavery and how
it was institutionalized and practiced in Morocco, as a Muslim society
that reconstructed its social order based on hierarchical norms and
stratification that enhance power relations. Fandaq Damaha comes as
both a creation to and a strong manifestation that artistically opens onto
various experiences who, though share the same plight, acted differently

2 Timothy Cleaveland, “Between Caravan and Sultan: The Bayruk of
Southern Morocco, a Study in History and Identity by Mohamed Hassan
Mohamed,” The Journal of African History, 56: 2 (2015), p. 347.

3 Ibid.
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Marginal center or Central Margin: Local History
of Slavery and Postcolonialism Not-Intended in
Charaf Eddine Ogri’s Fandaq Damaha

Bouthaina Lakhal'

“And the lessons which the history of slavery can teach us have still not
been fully elucidated or absorbed. It thus remains a topic of importance
to teachers and researchers in every branch of humanities and social
science.” John Edward Philips, 1993.

Abstract:

This paper investigates Charaf Eddin Orgi’s 2025 novel, Fandaq
Damaha, as a major literary document that unearths the marginalized
local history of slavery in late 19"-century and early 20th-century
Morocco. In highlighting the protagonist’s experience, who is
kidnapped from a Saharan Oasis and is forced into concubinage in Fez,
Damaha becomes an empowering and witness source that drives the
paper to shift into a deeper analysis of the Trans-Saharan and Saharan
slave trade, as well as the illustration of the internal trafficking and
institutionalization of enslaved Moroccan individuals. By examining
Damaha’s vehement quest for freedom and her refusal to surrender her
identity, as opposed to other characters in the novel, the paper goes on
to employ a postcolonial lens, drawing similarities between her way
of resisting power and hegemony compared to that of Aimé Césaire’s
Caliban. The study, moreover, argues that Fandaq Damaha holds the
position of becoming a counter-narrative that uncovers the complex
social hierarchies, the creation of “enslavable identities,” and the strong
forms of agency as well as “cultural survival,” among those whose
lives had been regulated as a margin of the society. For this reason, the
novel is an ultimate re-examination of an interesting part of national

1 - bouthaina.lakhal@usmba.ac.ma
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