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Correspondence of Sir Isaac Newton and Professor Cotes : including letters of other eminent men, 1

now first published from the originals in the library of Trinity College, Cambridge; together with an
appendix containing other unpublished letters and papers by Newton; with notes, synoptical view of the
philosopher's life, and a variety of details illustrative of his history 1642-1727, by J. Edleston.
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The link between Fir'awn’s sarh and the Tower of Babel has been highlighted by
anti-Islamic polemicists for centuries. The first scholar to draw attention to the
issue was Father Marraccio, confessor to Pope Innocent X1, who published his
annotated translation of the Qur’an (into Latin) in the late seventeenth century. In
commenting on the sarh, Marraccio states:

Mahumet has mixed up Sacred Stories. He took Haman as an adviser of
Pharaoh whereas in reality he was adviser of Ahasuerus, King of Persia. He
also thought that the Pharaoh ordered construction for him of a lofty tower
from the top of which he could see the God of Moses which if true would be
inferior to him. There 1s no doubt that he borrowed the story of this tower
from the story of the Tower of Babel. It is certain that in the Sacred Scriptures
there is no such story of the Pharaoh. Be that as it may, [Mahumet] has related
a most incredible story.”
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Standing before the gods, the Pharaoh shows his authority. He orders
them to construct a staircase so that he may climb to the sky

When the Pharaoh completes his climb, magic at his feet "The sky
trembles”, he asserts, "the earth shivers before me, for | am a magician, |
possess magic”. It is also he who installs the gods on their thrones, thus
proving that the cosmos recognises his omnipotence.
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Egyptologist Sir Flinders Petrie in his book
Religious Life In Ancient Egypt says:

The desire to ascend to the gods in the sky was expressed by wanting
the ladder to go up.... When the Osiris worship came to Egypt, the desire
for the future was to be accepted as a subject in the kingdom of Osiris.
When the Ra worship arrived, the wish was to join the company of the

gods who formed the retinue of Ra in his great vessel in “Ye sky.
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Rekhmeré"s relation to the king (ll. 16-19)

... What is the king of Upper Egypt? What is the king of Lower Egypt? He
is a god by whose dealings one lives. [He is] the father and mother [of all

men]; alone by himself, without an equal .
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