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All quotations from the Qu’ran are taken from the translation of Ar-
thur J. Arberry, The Koran Interpreted (Oxford, 1964). unless oth-
erwise stated.

Quotations from the Jewish and Christian Scriptures are taken from
the Jerusalem Bible.
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1. Tohn of Joinville, The Life of St louis, trans. René Hague and ed.
Natalis de Wailly (London, 1955), p. 36.

9. Paul Alvaro, Indiculus Luminosus. quoted in RW. Southern,
Western Views of Islam in the Middle Ages (London, 1962), p. 21.

3. Perfectus was probably a Latin version of the Arab name al-Kamil

(the Complete One); other. martyrs were called Servus Dei, which

must be a translation of Abdallah (the Slave of God).

Paul Alvaro, Vita Eulogil, quoted in Norman Daniel, The Arabs

and Medieval Europe (London and Beirut, 1975), p- 29.

11 Thessalonians 1 4-8. The author was not St Paul; the letter was

written years after Paul’s death.

Revelation 19:15.

Gesta Francorum or The Deeds of the Franks and Other Pilgrims

10 Jerusalem, trans. Rosalind Hill (London, 1962), p. 22.
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8. Southern, Western Views of Islam, p. 29.
9. Quoted in Daniel, The Arabs and Medieval Europe, p. 156.
10. The Comedy of Dante Alighieri, Cantica L: Hell, trans. Dorothy L.

Sayers (London, 1949), Canto XXVIIL: 22-7, p. 246.
11. Gesta Regum, quoted in Southern, Western Views of Islam, p. 35.
12. Chronicon, in ibid., p. 36.
13. Quoted in Benjamin Kedar, Crusade and Mission: European
Approaches to the Muslims (Princeton, 1984), p. 99.
14. Thid., p. 10%.
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22.
23.
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25.

26.
27.
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29.

31
32

33

34.

35.
36.

37
38
39
40

. Quoted in Régine Pernoud, The Crusaders, trans. Enid Grant
(Edinburgh and London, 1963), p. 221,

. Ibid.

- Kedar, Crusade and Mission, pp. 125-6.

- Quoted in Pernoud, The Crusaders, pp. 222-3.
. Umberto Eco, ‘Dreaming of the Middle Ages’, in travels in

Hyper-Reality, trans. William Weaver (London, 1987), p. 64.
Quoted in Southern, Western Views of Islam, pp. 79-80.
. Daniel, The Arabs and Medieval Europe, p. 302.

Norman Daniel, Islam and the West: The Making of an Image
(Edinburgh, 1960), pp. 284-5.

Quoted in Edward W. Said, Orientalism: Western Conceptions of
the Orient (New York and London, 1985 edn), p. 66.

Humphry Prideaux, 7The True Nature of Imposture,  Fully
Displayed in the Life of Mahomet (7th edn, London, 1708), p. 80.
Daniel, Islam and the West, p. 297.

Ibid., p. 300.

Ibid., p. 290.

. The Decline and Fall of the Roman Empire, ed. Dero E. Saunders,
abridged in one volume (London, 1980), pp. 657-8.

On Heroes and Hero- Worship (London, 1841), p. 63.

Quoted in Said, Orientalism, p. 172.

Ibid.

Ibid,, p. 171.

. Histoire générale, quoted in ibid., p. 149.

M. Baudricourt, La Guerre et le gouvernement de I'Algérie (Paris,
1853), p. 160.

Quoted in Said, Oreintalism, p. 38,

Holy War: The Crusades and Their Impact on Today's World

(London, 1988).

- Rana Kabbani, Letter 1o Christendom (London, 1989), p. 54.

. Fay Weldon, Sacred Cows (London, 1989), pp. 6, 12.

. Conor Cruise O’Brien, The Times, 11 May 1989.

. Islam in Modern History (Princeton and London, 1957), pp. 304-5.
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_ After the revelations, Muhammad is said to have thickened the *1
sound of ‘al-Llah’ so that it became al-Liah to distinguish the
Islamic from the pagan concept of God. This usage is more correct
than the familiar ‘Allah’.

I Jadl)
el

. Zoroastrianism was preached by the prophet Zarathustra in Iran in

the seventh and sixth centuries BCE at about the same time as

Jeremiah and Isaiah were preaching in Jerusalem. It is a dualistic

faith which sees an eternal struggle between two supreme powers,

a Good and an Evil principle.

A. J. Toynbee, A Study of History (London, 1951), vol. UI, pp.

7-22.

3. W. Montgomery Watt, Muhammad’s Mecca: History in the

Qu'ran (Edinburgh, 1988).

It seems, however, that some of the pagans of Yathrib had effigies

of Manat in their homes.

. See the genealogical table of the Quraysh on p. 18.

Muhammad is traditionally believed to have been born in the Year

of the Elephant, but Western scholars put the Abyssinian invastion

about ten years earlier, in 560.

. Quoted by Muhammad ibn Ishaq, Sirat Rasul Allah 38, in A
Guillaume (trans. and ed.), The Life of Muhammad (London,
1955), p. 21.

8. Sura 29:61-3.

Sura 10:22-4; see also 29:65, 31:31, 17:69.

10. Sira 143, in Guillaume (trans. and ed.), The Life of Muhammad,

- p.99.

11. Ibid., 145, p. 100
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. Sura 93: 6-8.
- Today many Muslims believe that Muhammad was the archetypal

Perfect Man and that he was therefore incapable of ‘error’. |
discuss this in more detail in Chapter 9.

Muhammad ibn Ishaq, Sirar Rasul Allah 150, in A. Guillaume
(trans. and ed.), The Life of Muhammad (London, 1955). p. 104.
Sura 61:6. See also Tor Andrae, Muhammad: The Man and His
Faith, trans. Théophil Menzel (London, 1936), pp. 44-5.

. Ibn Ishaq, Sira 136, in Guillaume (trans. and ed.) The life of

Muhammad, p. 94.

- Ibid., 134, p. 93. Ad and Iram were ancient Arab peoples, whose

destruction was mentioned in the Qu’ran.

- Kitab at-Tabagat al-Kabir, quoted in Andrae, Mohammad. pp.
43-4,
The translation of Hilf al-Fudul as the League of the Virtuous or

Chivalrous has been disputed.
Ibn Ishaq, Sira 104-5, in Guillaume (trans. and ed.), The life of
Muhammad, p. 71.

. Abu Bakr Ahmad al-Baihaqi (d. 1066), Dala’il an nubuwwa, 1.12,

quoted in Annemarie Schimmel, And Muhammad Is His
Messenger: The Veneration of the Prophet in Islamic Piery
(Chapel Hill and London, 1985), p. 68.

. Ibn Ishag, Sira 116-17, in Guillaume (trans. and ed.), The Life of

Muhammad, p. 81.

Thus Andrae, Mohammed, pp. 50-1.

Ibn Ishaq, Sira 121, in Guillaume (trans. and ed.), The Life of
Muhammad, p. 83.

Ibid., 120, p. 82.

Ibid., 155, p. 111.

Some of the Arabs in this story are almost always referred to by
their kunyas in the sources, eg. Abu Talib, Abu Sufyan and Umm
Salamah.

. Ibn Ishaq, Sira 124-5, in Guillaume (trans. and ed.), The Life of

Muhammad, pp.85-6.

Sura 28:86.

Muhammad ibn Isma’il al-Bukhari, quoted in Martin Lings.
Muhammad: His Life Based on the Earliest Sources (London,
1983), pp. 43-4.

Sura 96:1.

Ibn Ishaq, Sira 153, in Guillaume (trans. and ed.), The Life of
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Muhammad, p. 106.

Isaiah 6:1-9.

Jeremiah 20:7-9.

Andrae, Mohammad, p. 59.

Tbn Ishag, Sira 153, in Guillaume (trans. and ed.), The Life of
Muhammad, p. 106.

Ibid., 154, p. 107. Namus was the Greek nomos. Law, that is the
Law of Moses or the Torah revealed to the people of Israel. This
word used by Waraga was new to the Arabs. Muslims identified it
aikh Gabrjel. Waraga meant that this was one of the great
#evelatgpni Mat God periodically made to men.

Sura 35:22.

8¢z, for example, Sura 6:160ff.

Qura 376,74

Sura 61:6. .

Sura 81:19-34.

Ibn Ishaq, Sira 151, in Guillaume (trans. and ed.), The Life of
Muthammad, p. 105.

Jalal al-Din Suyuti, al-itgan fi’ulum al-ag’ran, quoted in Maxime
Rodinson, Mohammed, trans. Anne Carter (London, 1971). p. 74.
Bukhari, Hadith 1.3, quoted in Lings, Muhammad, pp. 44-5.

Sura 75: 17-19.

Arberry translates the last two words of the sura “declare it’ but the
Arabic really means something like: "give glory to God’.

- J..A.B\

)_._—-1.\__;.“
Sura 42:7.
Sura 88:21-2.
Sura 74:1-5, 8-10. Some authorities think that this, not Sura 96.
was the first part of the Qu'ran to be revealed.
Sura 80:24-32.

_Sura 51:19, 70:24. In the early days zakat was established as a

principle, but did not become @ regular _tax until after
Muhammad’s death.

W. Montgomery Watt, Muhammad at Mecca (Oxford, 1953),
Excursus D ‘Tazakka’, pp- 163-9.

Sura 92: 18, 9:103, 63:9, 102:1.

Sura 4:2,5,10, 6:152, 17:34, 51:19, 70:24.

Sura 96:6-8.

Sura 104:1-3.
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34.
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36.
37.
38.

Sura 70:11-14,

. Sura 105.

. Sura 80:11.

. Sura 106.

- Sura 55:1-12.

Sura 36:33-40.

Sura 36:41-4.

- Isaiah 55:8-9.

. Sura 2:158-9.

Sura 6:96-9.

Sura 10:69, 21:26-30.

Sura 8:2-4,

Sura 2:89, 27:14.

Muhammad ibn Sa’d, Kitab at-Tabagat al-Kabir, 8:102, quoted in
Martin Lings, Muhammad. His Life Bused on the Earliest Sources
(London, 1983), p. 51.

Muhammad ibn Ishaq, Sira Rasul Allah 162, in A Guillaume
(trans. and ed.), The Life of Muhammad, (London, 1955), p. l16.
Ibid., 161, p. 115.

Ibn Sa’d, Tabagar, 3:1, 37, quoted in Lings, Muhammad, p. 47.
Quoted in Watt, Muhammad ar Mecea, p. 87,

Ibn Ishaq, Sira 166, in Guillaume (trans. and ed.). The Life of
Muhammad, p. 117.

Sura 26:214,
Sura 17:28-31.

Abu Ja’fah at-Tabari, Tarig ar-Rosul wa muluk 1171, in
Guillaume (trans. and ed.) The Life of Muhammad, pp. 117-18.
Sura 83: 13.

Sura 37:15,
Sura 37:12-19.
Sura 45:23.
Sura 83:9-14.
Sura 36:77-83.
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. Muhammad ibn Ishaq, Sirat Rasul Allah 166-7, in A. Guillaume
(trans. and ed.), The Life of Muhammad (London, 1955), p. 118.
See Sura 38:4-8.

. See for example, Sura 46:8.

Sura 17:75-7.

. Quoted in W, Montgomery Watt, Muhammad at Mecca (Oxford,
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32.
33,
34,
35.
36.
37.
38.

s

1953), p. 100.

. Tafsir, xvii, 119-21, quoted in Watt, Muhammad at Mecca, p. 102.

Tarig ar-Rosul wa’al Muluk 1192, quoted in Guillaume (trans. and
ed.), The Life of Muhammad, p. 165.
Sura 53:19-20.

Sura 53:26, though even here the angels’ intercession is
minimised.

. Tabari, Tarig, 1192, quoted in Guillaume (trans. and ed.), The Life

of Muhammad, p. 166.

See Sura 7:9-15.

William O. Beeman, ‘Tmages of the Great Satan: Rrepesentations
of the United States in the Iranian Revolution’, in Nikki R. Keddie
(ed.), Religion and Politics in Iran: Shi’ism from Quietism to
Revolution (New Haven, 1983), pp. 191-217.

. Tarig 1192, quoted in Guillaume (trans. and ed.), The Life of

Muhammad, p. 166.

Sura 53:19-26.

Sura 22:51.

Sura 2.100; cf. 13:37, 16:101, 17:41, 17:86.

See Sura 69:44-7.

Sura 29:17, 10:18, 39:43.

Sura 25:17ff., 16:86, 10:28.

Sura 36:74.

Ibn Ishag, Sira 167-8, in Guillaume (trans. and ed.), The Life of
Muhammad, p. 119.

Ibid.

Ibid., 206-7, p. 145.

Sura 19:16-22.

Qouted in Ibn Ishag, Sira 183-4, in Guillaume (trans. and ed.), The
Life of Muhammad, pp. 130-1.

Ibid., 185, p. 131.

Ibid., p. 132.

Sura 41:1-6.

Ibn Ishag, Sira 186-7, in Guillaume (trans. and ed.), The Life of
Muhammad, pp. 132-3.

Sura 52:34, 2:23, 10:38.

George Steiner, Real Presences: Is There Anything in What We
Say? (London, 1989), pp. 142-3.

Seyyed Hossein Nasr, Ideals and Realities of Islam (London,
1966), pp. 47-8.

Ibn Ishaq, Sira 227, in Guillaume (trans. and ed.), The Life of
Muhammad, p. 157.

Ibid., 228, p. 158.

Ibid., 230, p. 159.

Sura 23:22-4.

Sura 11:103.

Sura 11:102-3.
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. Quoted in Muhammad ibn Ish:fq. Sirat Rasul Alluh 278, in A.

Guillaume (trans. and ed.), The Life of Muhammad (London,

1955), p. 191,

Ibid., 244, pp. 169-70.

Muhammad ibn Isma’il al-Bukhari, Ahadith, 63:26, quoted in

Martin Lings, Muhammad: His Life Based on the Earliest Sources

(London, 1983), p. 94.

Ibn Ishaq, Sira 280, in Guillaume (trans. and ed.), The Life of

Muhammad, p. 193.

Sura 46:28-32.

Sura 13:12.

Neither refused Muhammad protection specifically because of his

religion. Akhnas refused because even though he was regarded as

the chief of the clan he was actually one of its confederates and
was not empowered, therefore, to grant protection to outsiders.

Suhayl replied that he could not give Muhammad protection

because he came from the wrong branch of Quraysh.

Sura 17:1.

. Ibn Ishaq, Sira 271, in Guillaume (trans. and ed.), The Life of

Muhammad, p. 186.

Sura 53:13-18.

See Annemarie Schimmel, And Muhammad Is His Messenger: The

Veneration of the Prophet in Islamic Piery (Chapel Hill and

London, 1985), pp. 161-75.

. llahinama quoted in ibid., pp. 167-8.

. In The Making of Late Antiquity (Cambridge, Mass., and London,
1978), Peter Brown shows that trance and ecstasy were normative
in early Christianity. The dream had particular importance in the
religious life of the age-pagan as well as Christian. “It was a
paradigm of the open frontier between human and divine: when a
man was asleep and his bodily senses were stilled, the frontier lay
wide open between himself and the gods’” (p. 65).

. Acts of Perpetua and Felicitas, IV, quoted in Peter Dronke,

Women Writers of the Middle Ages: A Critical Studv of Texts from

Perpetua (d. 203) 10 Marguerite Porete (d. 1310) (Cambridge.

1984), p. 2.

The Power of Myth (with Bill Moyers) (New York, 1988), p. 85.

Ibid., p. 87.

Ibn Ishaq, Sira 134, in Guillaume (trans. and ed.), The Life of

Muhammad, p. 93.

- Ibid,, 287, p. 198.
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42.
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44
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. Ibid., 246, p. 171.
. Ibid.
. Quoted in Ibn Ishaq, Sira 289, in Guillaume (trans. and ed.), The
Life of Muhammad, p. 199. The command that forbade Muslims to
‘slay their children’ prohibited the custom of female infanticide,
which had been common in pre-Islamic Arabia.

Ibid., 291-2, pp. 200-1.

Quoted in ibid., 293, p. 201.

Sura 5:5-7. Muslims are forbidden to eat pork, carrion, the flesh of
strangled animals and those who have died of natural causes, the
blood of an animal and meat that has been sacrificed to idols. Cf.
Acts of the Apostles 15:19-21,29.

Ibn Ishaq, Sira 295, in Guillaume (trans. and ed.), The Life of
Muhammad, p. 202.

Ibid., 304-5, p. 208.

Some of the Muslims had relatives in Medina: Muhammad himself
had Medinan connections through his mother Amina. But the hijra
demanded that Muslims abandon the whole tribe and blood-group
for another to whom they were not realted.

_ W. Montgomery Watt, Muhammad's Mecca: History in the
Qu’ran (Edinburgh, 1988), p. 25.
Sura 60:1,9,47-13.

. Sura 8:30, 28:19, 27:48-51.
_ Western scholars question the historical role of Abbas at Second’
Agaba. They point out that Abbas was the founder of the Abbasid
dynasty and that this and other flattering references were an
attempt to whitewash his reputation. As we shall see, Abbas seems
to have fought against Muhammad and did not convert to Islam
until almost the last moment.

Ibn Ishag, Sira 296, in Guillaume (trans. and ed.), The Life of
Muhammad, p. 203.

Ibid., 297, p. 204.

Tbid., 316, p. 215.

Sura 9:40.

Ibn Ishag, Sira 334, in Guillaume (trans. and ed.), The Life of
Muhammad, p. 227.

Tbid., 337, p. 229.

Ibid., 342, p. 232.

Tbid.

Ibid., 341, pp. 231-2.

Sura 8:72 This translation is by W. Montgomery Watt in

Muhammad's Mecca, p. 20.

Ibn Ishaq, Sira 341, in Guillaume (trans. and ed.), The Life of
Muhammad, p. 232.

Sura 3:109. .

. Tbn Ishag, Sira 247, in Guillaume (trans. and ed.), The Life of
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47.
48.
49.

50.
SI.
52.
53.

54.
55.

56.
57.
58.
. Sura 2:129-32.
60.

61.
62.
63.
64.

N

Muhammad, p. 236.
Muhammad ibn Sa’d, Kitab at-Tabagat al-Kabir, VIII, 42, quoted
in Lings, Muhammad, pp. 133-4.

- Ibn Ishaq, Sira 414, in Guillaume (trans. and ed.), The Life of

Muhammad, p. 280. Fakhkh is a place outside Mecca; Majanna
was the market place in the lower part of the city; Shama and Tafil
are two Meccan mountains,

Tbid.

Sura 2:6-14.

Ibn Ishaq, Sira 413, in Guillaume (trans. and ed.), The Life of
Muhammad, p. 279.

Ibid,, 362, p. 246.

Ibid,, 361, p. 246.

Sura 2:25, 4:153, 5:15.

Sura 3:72, 3:87. The Jews are also accused of distorting the
meaning of texts to suit themselves (4:48, 5:16). Later Muslims
have used these verses to argue that the Jewish scriptures are
corrupt. The text, however, says that the Jews have ‘altered wrods
from their proper meanings’.

Sura 2:79, 5:82.

See, for example, 4:156-7. This is not an attack on Jesus or aganist
Christianity but is part of the polemic against the Jews. The idea
that Jesus had not really suffered and died on the Cross was a
feature of various Oriental Christian docetist sects and of
Manichaeism, which seems to have penetrated Arabia.

see Sura 2:110.

Sura 29:46,

Sura 3:58-62.

See D. Sidersky, Les Origines des légendes musulmans dans le
Coran et dans les vies des prophétes (Paris, 1933), pp. 51-3.
Genesis 21:8-21.

Sura 2:122-4,

Sura 2:39. See also 2:140-6.

Sura 6:160, 162-3.
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- These remarks apply only to Western Christianity. The Eastern

Orthodox Church did not cultivate the image of the vulnerable
Christ but Christ Pantocrater, Emperor of the Universe. The
Emperor of Byzantium was his representative on earth and his
splendid court was modelled on Christ’s court in heaven.

- This attitude is already present in the New Testament: I John

[2R1



2:12-17.
Even the Puritans saw worldly prosperity as a reward rather than a
spiritual achievement in itself.

w

4. The Roman Martyrology: entry for Christmas day.
S. Sura 33:72.
6. See, for example, Sura 11:28-125.
7. Sura 22:40-3.
8. Tor Andrae, Muhammad: The Man and His Faith, trans. Theophil
Menzel (London, 1936), p. 197.
9. Sura 2:213-15.
10. Sura 5:17, but in 5:85 the Qu’ran suggests that the Christians are

far more charitable than the Jews.

11. Sura 22:252.

12. T have discussed the modern jihad more fully in Holy War: The
Crusades and Their Impact on Today’s World (London, 1988), pp.
223-84.

13. Quoted in Muhammad ibn Ishaq, Sirat Rasul Allah 430, in A.
Guillaume (trans. and ed.), The Life of Muhammad (London,
1955), p. 291.

14.1bid., 435, p. 294.

15. Ibid., 438, p. 296.

16. ibid., 441, p. 298.

17. Ibid.

18. Ibid., 442, p. 298.

19. Sura 8:70.

20. Armstrong, Holy War, throughout.

21. Sura 8:45.

22. Sura 8:17.

23. Srua 8:66-7.

24. Sura 21:49.

25. Exodus 14:25-31.

26. Tarig ar-Rasul wa’l-Muluk 1281, quoted in W. Montgomery Watt,
Muhammad at Medina (Oxford, 1956), p. 205.

27. See Sura 47:5, 24:34, 2:178.

28 Quoted in Muhammad Zafrulla Khan, Islam: Its Meaning for

Modern Man (London, 1962), p. 182.

Ibn Ishaq, Sira 459, in Guillaume (trans. and ed.), The Life of

Muhammad, p. 309.

30. Sura 47:22.

31. Ibn Ishaq, Sira 543, in Guillaume (trans. and ed.), The Life of
Muhammad, p. 361.

32. Ibid., 545, p. 363.

3. Muhammad ibn Umar Al-Wagqidi, Kirab Al-Maghazi 214, quoted
in Martin Lings, Muhammad: His Life Based on the Earliest
Sources (London, 1983), p. 176.

34. Ibn Ishaq, Sira 559, in Guillaume (trans. and ed.), The Life of

Mihammad, p. 372.
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35.
. Ibid.
37.
38.
. Sura 4:3.
40.
41.
42.
43.
44.
45.
46.

47.

48.
49.
50.
51
52
53

54.
35,

56.
57.
58.
59.
60.
61.
62.
63.
64.

65.
66.
67.
68.

Ibid., 562, p. 374.

Ibid., 583, p. 386.
Muhammad at Medina, p. 184.

Sura 4:23.

Sura 2:225-40; 65:1-70.

Sura 4:3.

Sura 6:152.

Matthew 6:26.

Sura 24:33.

Quoted in Maxime Rodinson, Mohammed, trans. Anne Carter
(London, 1961), p. 192. Source not given.

Muhammad ibn Sa’ad, Kitab at-Tabagat al-Kabir, VIII. 71-2,
quoted in Ling’s, Muhammad, p. 213.

Sura 33:36-40.

Sura 33:53.

Ibn Ishaq, Sira 729, p. 493.

Ibid., 726, p. 491.

Ibid., 735, p. 496.

Ibid., 735, p. 496, and Ahadith of Ahmad ibn Hanilal VI:60, 197
and Muhammad ibn al-Bukhari, II1:108, 296; quoted in Nabia
Abbot, Aishah, the Beloved of Muhammad (Chicago, 1942), p. 36.
The patriarch whose name Aisha could not remember was, of
cours, Jacob. See Qu’ran, Sura 12:18.

Sura 24:11.
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