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THE LITERARY CORNER
Koranic influence
Dl ol 31 S & s YL Ul

“IN AL-SAREEH, my hometown in the northern part of Jordan,
I was brought up by a benevolent, religious family. We used to
gather around the fireplace reciting the Koran; a family member
would read a verse, another member reads another verse and so
until we finish a whole chapter and then move to another. My
grandmother, a benign woman, used to recite religious, double-
rhymed songs which we -the children of the family- learnt by
heart due to frequent repetition.” Such was the atmosphere which
produced a serious, talented poet called Ibrahim Al-Ajlouni. The
poet is not a fundamentalist, neither is he a fanatic Muslim: “I am
a true believer, that>s all. I even have friends among the toughest

of radicalists with whom I objectively discuss the most complex
matters of life.”

Ibrahim Al-Ajlouni, a soldier>s son, was born in the Jordanian
town of Al-Sareeh in 1948. He spent his early childhood in the
nothern Jordanian village and then moved with his father to Amman,
whose charm and love turned him into a devout Ammanite. He
completed his clementary, preparatory, and secondary sehooling in
the capital. Like most of the Jordanian writers, Ajlouni graduated
from the Arab University of Beirut with a B.A. degree in Arabic
(quite phenomenal among the Jordanian poets). The writer oceupied
important cultural posts: editing secretary of “Afkar” magazine,
chief of the cultural section at the Jordanian Broadcasting Station,
and presently he is the cultural editor of Al-Rai’ daily. Ajlouni has
two published verse collections: “Tunes on the Wounds (1973),”

el (e el iglmall Jlal 2 Tl 37 tlgin sl 1 pgadl” By 2y (1)

YV



and “When We Meet (1980).” The mystic poct has also the
following books published: “On philosophy and Koranic Address
(1984),” “Axioms in Light of Realisation (1982),” and “Views on
the Jordanian Cultural Situation (1979).” He has many essays on
Islamic culture and other serious matters published in the most
highly esteemed magazines and dailies.

The Koran>s sharp influence on Ajlouni can be best reflected
in the following passange which I quoted from his book “On
Philosophy and Koranic Address.” The Koran is the quintessence,
the means, and the end:

“The main idea which I advocated is that any attempt exerted
to understand the Arab individual, history and thought should
necessarily adopt the Koran as an axis, a starting point, and a
refuge.”

The philosopher in Ajlouni believes that:

“Many men of thought in the West have begun a new, serious
stage of investigating into our rightful religion, which we hope to
lead them to the path”.

He also believes that the attempts of positivism do badly nced:
“Godly direction, void of vanities from the front and the back, for
he who does not make God his light shall have no light.” (Purely
Koranic language which delineates the Holy Book»>s influence on
the poet).

However, the Koran’s influence on Ajlouni’s poetry, despite
the paucity of this poetry, is far more conspicuous. Although it is
difficult to convey to English the Koranic dietion which the poet
used. I tried to indicate the words he used by putting asterisks

It should be noted, however, that the first four words -constituting
the first four lines- in the following verse are impossible to translate;
some Muslims believe that the usage of such ununderstandable
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words denote the miraculous eloquence of the Holy Book:
“Kaf*
Lam*
Alef*
Meem*
The letters scream with determination
And the words have the taste of daggers
I blow thy balloon to help them grow
And you have to master dotting
The first is Kaf* and the last is Meem™*”’

In a poem entitled “Three Psalms at the Threhold of Night,”
Ajlount, still ladling from the Koranic diction, mystically addresses
God to express his perdition and to ask for salvation:

“At thy door

My demolished temple heaped up, licking its deep wound
Cursing its bad luck

Emitting a puzzled tune from its rosy sadness

Groaning on the paths of wind, chewing the tune of pain
And searching for an echo lost in the vertigo of nothingness

Aimlessly wandering around while the sky’s ears are full of
wax’*

And a thousand grievances™ in the eyes

And a thousand prayers*

And tears like stones blocked the aperture™ of light,
And pulled it to the abyss* of darkness™

Tis good tidings* for thy beloved

Heralding the coming of thy rejoicing rain*

At thy door

YVY



I spent years inscribing the letters of my elegy

And watching my imminent death

“Tis told these were thy commanded terms

And these were the registration stamps in your sublime
Kingdom*

At thy door.

Ajlouni is also influenced by the Koranic style which, by
and large, has always been affecting Arab writers and thinkers.
Within this context the poet writes of Rima Tannus, a Palestinian
commando woman imprisoned by the Israelis:

“Rima! I have no command over my destiny
Al-Ta’I’s fires were off, the knights went astray
And the shriek was sent back by the sand hills

I was left with no one but God and this sword
so I said I'd make a raid

Maybe, man would wake up

Maybe, Rima, man would wake up.

In the same poem which, in my humble opinion is his best
ever, he follows his mystic lines as he addresses the Palestinian
captivated heroine:

“Rima is my Arab Sphinx

The desert blaze with which I run after the rosy deer

The dawn breeze is proud of her, striving towards sublime zones
Rima, I have no command over my destiny

Whispering can become seductive at the doors of our city for
the guard,

The harlot, and the prisoner

And, sister of expatriation and sadness,

YVY



They’d tied my voice with a thong and thrown me in a well and
said
‘Tis a wonder what they said, sister, my torture was destined.

Our poet wound up dissecting the internal and external loss of
the Arab individual, assimilating himself to the story of Joseph,
whose brothers threw him in a well - an implicit allusion!

In a poem entitled “Bitter Grapes”, Ajlouni, still resorting to
the Koranic style, describes the absurd time of the present and
the imminent explosion. He metaphysically poses the types of
questions that absurdly dance at the edge of fear, inhibitions and
uncertainty:

“Whatif a firy quaver was sung in the wedding of the handsome?
Or the song of oppression?

What if moaning dies by embracing a storm?

And your patience papers are scattered

In the path of wind?

What if the wound penetrated into the wound of Christ?

Or melted as songs whispering to dawn?

Are you sustaining time and your worn-out loom wearing the
dream?

Night... and illusion

Morning... and blood.

Ye, who weeps without refuge

Free your tears from captivity

And explode... This is the explosion time.
You and I

And everyone chewing silence
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And everyone rediculing this hatred

And everyone blowing fire in this mansion

And everyone living while dead

All of us, do sell in an auction the chastity of voice

But, my friend, if I choose, I would cross the river of silence
You and I.”

It seems that the defeated individual chose otherwise, for it is an
“1f”, not a determined will.

This beautiful, profound, and excellent poetry is a natural
product by a talented poet delving deeply into his own Islamic
culture - basically the mystic schools - without losing sight of the
importance of the Western civilization - an educated poet is a rarity
nowadays!

In the midst of the poetical draught and sterility which the
Jordanian litcrary arena suffers from, Ajlouni’s poetry includes
nothing hackneyed, or trivial. His poetry gives pleasure through
musical quality as well as through temptation of beauty it inspires,
beauty of thought, of feeling, of expression, and of technical skill.
He even goes beyond that and tells us of our unspoken thoughts
and our varied moods - quite phenomenal of good poets. Ajl-ouni’s
few poems galvanise our souls from the slough of indifferenee
and apathy into which most of us wont to fall, into energy and
hopefulness and renewed accomplishments - no wonder then, that
many of the Arabic language Academy members rank him as one
of the top poets of the country.

But Mr. Ajlouni stopped writing verse five years ago. This is
absolutely a passive step on the part of a poet of Ajlouni’s calibre,
a dilemma which we hope he will surmount very soon.

Ahmad Jaber
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