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Autumn came and with it the
pomegranate season, the favorite fruit
of Talian, his brothers, and the entire
family. In the city where the child
Talian lives, the well-known carts that
sell pomegranates are numerous and
widespread. There is no need to go to
the market and travel dozens of
kilometers. It is enough for Talian to
open the door and walk, step by step,
to find a pomegranate cart near the

house. He buys what he can and
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returns home immediately, where

everyone gathers at the table, which

has nothing but a very large circular
plate and pomegranates. Everyone
begins to cut and break up their share
and separate the peel from the
pomegranate seeds, which are a
beautiful, bright red color, very
attractive and appetizing. Because
Talian is the one who is accustomed,
and they are accustomed to him, to
going to buy pomegranates, no one

goes to buy except him every time. One
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time, Talian heard a man calling out,
"Sweet and new pomegranates at a
cheap price." Talian went out to buy
pomegranates from this seller. Talian
said to the seller, "l want a kilo and a
half of pomegranates, sir." The

pomegranate seller replied, "Okay, my

son, right away." The seller began to

weigh the pomegranates and put five
very medium-sized pomegranates in
the bag and said, Talian: Give me five
dinars and you have this bag of

pomegranates. Talian looked at the
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seller carefully and deeply, then asked
him: Is this your first time selling
pomegranates, sir? The pomegranate
seller said: No, | have been in the
profession for a long time. Talian: How
is that, sir? Or are you one of those

people who sell fraudulently? The

weighing agent. The pomegranate

seller stood surprised, how could a little
child say this to him? He had certainly
discovered something. Talian: You are a
cheat and a thief when it comes to

selling. How can you give me five very
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average-sized pomegranates for a kilo
and a half and tell me this Is your
share? The minimum amount in a bag
should be approximately eight or nine,
if not more? The price of pomegranates
has never reached five dinars, not

yesterday, not today, and not even

years ago. You considered me a child

who doesn't understand anything, and
you said | would cheat him and take
what | wanted right away. | know how
to sell just as well as you do. | am

always the buyer, and | have come to
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know how many pomegranates are in a
kilo and how much they cost. Neither a
beginner in this field nor an expert in it
can cheat me, sir. So why the cheating
and lying? | will not buy from you no
matter what, and | will tell everyone
about your behavior. Neither those
who know you nor even strangers will

buy from you. It is better for you to

choose a place for yourself far from our

neighborhood and our city, or you
should stop selling pomegranates

forever. The pomegranate seller looked
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at Talian with great shame and said, "I
apologize to you, for | made a mistake.
In a moment, the devil whispered to
me, and | did it." | did it to you, and
now | admit what | did and | ask you to
forgive me, please, and forget what |
did and buy from me as if it were the
first time you bought from me, and |
will be up to the mark and a seller who

fears God in selling and weighing.

Talian: Everyone who admits guilt

apologizes before his apology, and

there were among us members of the
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family, our closest friends and
neighbors, so give me a kilo and a half
and add the other half and you will
have whatever you want in the sale

price, oh pomegranate seller.

This time the scale is accurate and the

two and a half dinars are the price of

the pomegranates. Talian received
what he and the seller opposite him
paid, and you both bid each other
farewell. Talian thanked the
pomegranate seller and praised him

and his morals, not just between them,
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but in front of everyone in his presence,

especially in his absence, as if he was

present and hearing with both ears.
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