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Some of the weaponry that Juhayman accumulated, too, came brand-
new from Guard warchouses. Other guns and ammo had been smug-
gled across the border from Yemen, or from the batdeficlds of the
Lebanese civil war. The kingdom, after all, was awash with military
hardware: in 1978 alone, Saudi border patrols had seized 1,200 smug-
gled rifles, 481 machinc guns, 7,358 pistols, and well over a million
rounds of ammunitdon. Much more remained undetected. All proud
Bedouin houscholds in Saudi Arabia owned fircarms, if not modemn
AK-47s then at least ancient British-made bolt action rifles.

The dreams, it was decided in feverish mectings, called for forceful
action. The believers, Juhayman said, would do God'’s duty by converg-
ing cn masse on the Grand Mosque and (ulfilling the prophecy. Casting
for wider suppont, Juhayman in these weeks dispagched an emissary 1o
Bin Baz himself. At a meeting in Riyadh, the blind cleric listened pa-
tiently to the theological arguments But he was not convinced.

First of all, Bin Baz cxplained to the e¢missary, he refused to believe

that Mohammoed Abdullah indced qualified as the Mahdi. A wrue
Mahdi, Bin Baz said, would spring up on his own, through God’s will,
without any nced for human intervention. Any intrusion of the kind
planned by Juhayman, Bin Baz cautioned, had no chance of winning
universal acceptance and would result in the sin of provoking firsa, dis-
cord among Muslims.

The cmissary did not mention that Juhayman planned to use
weapons while anointing the Mahdi. And so Bin Baz chosc not to in-
foom the authoritics about this unsculing conversaiion. .
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Those executed in public did not include the two African American
converts who had joined the Mecca uprising.

There was another awkward detail. These American Muslims had
converted to Islam because of the Saudi-funded proselyrizing cam-
paign and were drawn into radicalism on Saudi soil. Nobody wanted to
throw a spotlight on the dark side of these missionary activities. In
State Deparunent cables, the two were described diplomatically as
“missing Americans” who “could be victims of the insurrection that
commenced at the Grand Mosque on Nov. 20.”

It was only on December 30 that Ambassador West, after discussing
American security help at a meeting with Prince Nayef, asked the Saudi
interior minister for details. One of these rwo Americans, Prince Nayef
replied, was “definitely a terrorist™—and no longer alive. The second
American was still under investigation. “I believe that means a head will
be lopped, but that’s the best we can do,” West noted dryly in his diary.

At another meeting with the American ambassador, on January 19,
1980, Prince Nayef mentioned again that the second American suspect
remained in custody. Ambassador West was surprised. “I thought he
had been hanged last week,” the envoy wrote that day, in his diary’s last
entry on the issue

According to American officials deployed in Saudi Arabiz at the
time, however, the second prisoner was spared the executioner’s sword.

From the very beginning, he was jailed separately from other rebels,
and eventually given the benefit of the doubt because he happened to

carry an American passport. After a debriefing by the CIA, he was al-
lowed to return home to the United States, a free citizen once again. He
:may well be alive and well today, resident in Anytown, U.S.A.
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