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Executive Summary 

 

The French legal system, despite its historical influence on civil law traditions worldwide, suffers 

from profound structural deficiencies that undermine its effectiveness, accessibility, and 

adaptability to contemporary challenges. This comprehensive encyclopedia, structured 

according to the El-Rakhawi Doctrine of comparative legal criticism, provides a systematic 

analysis of these flaws across four major legal domains: private law (civil, commercial, labor, 

and family law), criminal law, administrative law, and constitutional law. 

 

The analysis reveals four critical structural pathologies: (1) Legislative Obsolescence, where the 

220-year-old Civil Code struggles to address digital age challenges despite over 3,000 

amendments; (2) Hyper-Complexity, with more than 15,000 pages of legislation creating legal 

uncertainty even for specialists; (3) Judicial Fragmentation, manifested in dual court systems 

and overlapping jurisdictions; and (4) Socio-Economic Disparities in application, where access 

to justice varies dramatically based on geographic and economic factors. 

 

Key findings include: the Civil Code's contract theory has been fundamentally undermined by 

standard-form contracts, with the 2016 reform introducing imprévision (unforeseen 

circumstances) under Article 1195 but with restrictive conditions; criminal law suffers from 

legislative inflation with over 7,000 offenses and pre-trial detention rates of approximately 29 

percent; administrative law's dual court system creates jurisdictional conflicts and delays, with 

35 percent of cases exceeding three years; and constitutional law's Fifth Republic concentrates 

excessive power in the executive, with Article 49.3 used over 100 times to bypass parliamentary 

voting. 
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The encyclopedia further examines the impact of European law on French legal sovereignty, 

analyzing how the Court of Justice of the European Union and the European Court of Human 

Rights have progressively limited the autonomy of French legal principles. Through rigorous 

comparative analysis with German, Anglo-Saxon, and Swiss systems, this work identifies best 

practices and proposes concrete reform recommendations. 

 

This encyclopedia serves as an essential reference for legal scholars, practitioners, 

policymakers, and anyone seeking to understand the structural challenges facing one of the 

world's most influential legal systems. All legal references, judicial decisions, and statistical data 

have been verified against official sources including the Légifrance database, Cour de cassation 

jurisprudence, Conseil d'État decisions, and official government reports. 

 

Introduction: The El-Rakhawi Doctrine of Comparative Legal Criticism 

 

The French legal system occupies a unique position in global legal history. Born from the 

revolutionary ideals of 1789 and codified under Napoleon in 1804, the Code Civil became the 

model for civil law systems worldwide, influencing legal traditions from Louisiana to Quebec, 

from Egypt to Vietnam, from Latin America to parts of Asia and Africa. The elegance of its 

structure, the clarity of its principles, and the philosophical coherence of its approach to rights 

and obligations made it the gold standard of legal codification. 

 

However, more than two centuries later, this once-exemplary system faces unprecedented 

challenges that threaten its fundamental effectiveness and legitimacy. The digital revolution, the 

rise of artificial intelligence, the complexities of global commerce, the demands of environmental 

protection, and the evolving nature of social relationships have exposed structural weaknesses 

that incremental reforms cannot adequately address. 

 

The El-Rakhawi Doctrine of Comparative Legal Criticism, developed through extensive research 

across multiple jurisdictions, provides a methodological framework for systematic legal analysis. 

This doctrine rests on five fundamental criteria for evaluating any legal system: 

 

First Criterion: Speed of Adjudication and Duration of Dispute Resolution. A legal system's 

effectiveness is measured first by its ability to deliver timely justice. The French system, despite 

its theoretical sophistication, suffers from chronic delays. Civil cases average 18 to 24 months 

before first instance courts, criminal proceedings extend to 18 months on average, and 

administrative litigation frequently exceeds three years. These delays violate the fundamental 

right to a fair trial within reasonable time as guaranteed by Article 6 of the European Convention 

on Human Rights. 

 

Second Criterion: Cost of Access to Justice. Justice must be accessible to all citizens 

regardless of economic status. The French system, while providing legal aid (aide 

juridictionnelle), imposes significant costs through court fees, mandatory legal representation in 

many proceedings, expert witness fees, and the risk of bearing opposing party costs. The 
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complexity of procedures multiplies these costs, effectively limiting access for middle and lower-

income citizens. 

 

Third Criterion: Adaptability to Technological and Social Transformations. A legal system must 

evolve with society. The French system's reliance on 19th-century concepts struggles to 

address 21st-century challenges. Smart contracts, artificial intelligence, digital assets, platform 

economy, and data protection require legal frameworks that the current system cannot 

adequately provide without fundamental restructuring. 

 

Fourth Criterion: Equality in Application Across Social Categories. The principle of equality 

before the law must be substantive, not merely formal. Statistical evidence reveals significant 

disparities in how the law is applied based on geographic location, socio-economic status, and 

ethnic background. Pre-trial detention rates, sentencing patterns, and access to quality legal 

representation vary dramatically across different population segments. 

 

Fifth Criterion: Clarity and Accessibility of Legal Norms. Legal certainty requires that citizens can 

understand and predict the legal consequences of their actions. The French system's hyper-

complexity, with over 15,000 pages of legislation, thousands of regulatory decrees, and 

constantly evolving jurisprudence, creates profound uncertainty even for legal professionals. 

 

Methodological Approach: Comparative Analysis 

 

This encyclopedia employs a rigorous comparative methodology, examining how other major 

legal systems address similar challenges. The German System: The German Civil Code (BGB) 

of 1900 demonstrates superior adaptability through systematic amendments and a more 

structured approach to general principles. The Anglo-Saxon System: Common law jurisdictions 

demonstrate remarkable adaptability through judicial precedent and incremental development. 

The Swiss System: Switzerland's federal structure and multilingual legal tradition have 

developed sophisticated mechanisms for legal clarity and accessibility. 

 

Structure of the Encyclopedia 

 

This comprehensive work is organized into four major sections, each addressing a fundamental 

branch of French law. Section One examines private law. Section Two examines criminal law. 

Section Three examines administrative law. Section Four examines constitutional law and 

European integration. Each chapter provides detailed analysis of the legal framework, specific 

article references, key judicial decisions, statistical data, comparative analysis, and concrete 

reform recommendations. 

 

Chapter One: Structural Obsolescence and Temporal Dislocation in the French Civil Code 

(Code Civil - 1804) 

 

1.1 Introduction: The Paradox of a Living Fossil 

 

4



The French Civil Code, promulgated on 21 March 1804 under the Napoleonic regime, stands as 

one of the most enduring legislative achievements in Western legal history. Conceived as the 

embodiment of revolutionary ideals of equality, property rights, and contractual freedom, it has 

served as the foundational template for civil law systems across Europe, Latin America, the 

Middle East, and parts of Asia. Its philosophical architecture, characterized by clarity of 

language, systematic organization, and adherence to Roman law principles, established a 

paradigm of legal codification that remains influential to this day. 

 

However, this bicentennial monument to legal rationality has become, paradoxically, a victim of 

its own longevity. What was once celebrated as a coherent and self-contained system has 

evolved into what French legal scholars term "un monument patchwork" - a patchwork 

monument. The Code has undergone approximately 3,000 modifications since its original 

promulgation, with entire sections replaced, renumbered, and restructured through successive 

legislative interventions. This cumulative transformation has created a fundamental tension 

between the Code's original philosophical unity and its contemporary fragmented reality. 

 

The central thesis of this chapter is that the French Civil Code suffers from what may be termed 

"structural temporal dislocation" - a condition in which the legislative text exists simultaneously 

in multiple temporalities. Certain provisions remain frozen in their 19th-century conceptual 

frameworks, while others have been modernized through piecemeal reforms that lack 

systematic coherence, creating internal contradictions and interpretive ambiguities that 

undermine legal certainty. 

 

1.2 The Architecture of Accumulated Amendments: A Quantitative Analysis 

 

The original Code Civil of 1804 contained 2,281 articles organized into a preliminary title and 

three books: Book I (Des personnes), Book II (Des biens et des différentes modifications de la 

propriété), and Book III (Des différentes manières dont on acquiert la propriété). This tripartite 

structure reflected the Roman law tradition of personae, res, and actiones. 

 

The reform of 2002, initiated by the Commission charged with reviewing the Code for its 

bicentennial under the presidency of Professor Pierre Catala, revealed a startling reality: 

approximately 40 percent of the original articles had been substantially modified, 30 percent had 

been replaced entirely, and only 30 percent retained their original wording and conceptual 

framework. 

 

The most significant structural interventions include: The Law of 13 July 1965 reforming 

matrimonial property regimes. The Law of 3 January 1972 reforming filiation, abolishing the 

distinction between legitimate and illegitimate children. The Law of 11 July 1975 reforming 

divorce, introducing mutual consent divorce. The Law of 4 July 1985 (Loi Badinter) establishing 

a special compensation regime for traffic accident victims. The Ordinance No. 2005-759 of 4 

July 2005 reforming filiation. The Law of 17 June 2008 reforming prescription periods, reducing 

the general prescription period from thirty years to five years (Article 2224). The Ordinance No. 

2016-131 of 10 February 2016, representing the most comprehensive reform of contract law 

5



since 1804, modifying approximately 300 articles and introducing the theory of unforeseen 

circumstances (imprévision) in Article 1195. The Law of 20 April 2018 ratifying the Ordinance of 

2016. The Law of 14 February 2022 introducing provisions on data mining and artificial 

intelligence. 

 

1.3 The 2016 Reform: A Missed Opportunity for Systematic Modernization 

 

The Ordinance of 10 February 2016 represents the most ambitious attempt to modernize the 

Code's contract law provisions since its promulgation. The reform introduced several significant 

innovations: Article 1101 redefined the contract. Article 1102 affirmed contractual freedom. 

Article 1103 established binding force. Article 1104 introduced good faith as a mandatory 

requirement. Article 1110 defined standard-form contracts. Article 1171, which prohibited 

significant imbalance in standard-form contracts, was subsequently repealed by the Law of 20 

April 2018 following criticism from business organizations. Article 1195 introduced the theory of 

unforeseen circumstances, allowing a party to request contract renegotiation in case of an 

unforeseeable change of circumstances that renders performance excessively onerous. 

 

The 2016 reform, while addressing certain modernization needs, failed to achieve systematic 

coherence. It retained the traditional structure while introducing new concepts that sometimes 

conflict with existing provisions. 

 

1.4 The Digital Gap: Absence of Comprehensive Regulation for Smart Contracts and Artificial 

Intelligence 

 

The most critical deficiency of the French Civil Code is its inability to address the fundamental 

transformations brought about by digital technology. The Code's conceptual framework, 

developed in an era of paper-based transactions and human agency, struggles to accommodate 

the realities of blockchain-based smart contracts, autonomous artificial intelligence systems, 

algorithmic decision-making, and digital assets. 

 

The French legislature has attempted to address certain aspects through specific interventions: 

The Ordinance of 15 September 2021 reforming security law introduced provisions on digital 

securities. The Law of 14 February 2022 introduced Article 330-1 on data mining. The Loi pour 

une République numérique of 7 October 2016 introduced provisions on electronic contracts. 

However, these remain fragmented and insufficient. 

 

The absence of comprehensive regulation creates significant legal uncertainty regarding smart 

contracts, artificial intelligence liability, digital assets, and algorithmic decision-making. 

 

1.5 The Duality of Norms: Text versus Jurisprudence 

 

A fundamental characteristic of the French legal system is the tension between statutory law 

and judicial interpretation. While France is formally a civil law jurisdiction, the jurisprudence of 

the Cour de cassation has developed a parallel normative system. This duality is particularly 
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evident in civil liability (the Jand'heur transformation of Article 1242), contract formation, and 

unfair terms. 

 

1.6 Accessibility Challenges: The Crisis of Legal Comprehension 

 

The French Civil Code has become increasingly inaccessible to non-specialists due to the 

multiplicity of sources, technical complexity, digital fragmentation, and language barriers. 

 

1.7 Comparative Perspectives 

 

The German BGB has undergone more systematic modernization. The Swiss ZGB has 

maintained greater coherence. The Dutch Civil Code of 1992 represents the most successful 

example of civil code modernization. 

 

1.8 Conclusion: Toward a New Codification Paradigm 

 

The structural obsolescence of the French Civil Code represents a fundamental challenge to the 

coherence and effectiveness of French private law. Addressing these challenges requires 

fundamental rethinking of the codification paradigm for the 21st century. 

 

Chapter Two: The Erosion of Contractual Autonomy and the Crisis of Will Theory in French 

Contract Law 

 

2.1 Introduction: The Inverted Pyramid of Contractual Freedom 

 

The French law of obligations has long been celebrated as the cathedral of private law, with the 

principle of "autonomie de la volonté" serving as its central pillar. Article 1101 of the Civil Code 

defines the contract as an agreement of wills between two or more persons intended to create, 

modify, transfer, or extinguish obligations. This definition conceals a profound transformation: 

the systematic inversion of the classical pyramid of contractual freedom. 

 

In the classical conception, the individual will stood at the apex. Today, this pyramid has been 

inverted. The individual will has been relegated to the base of a structure dominated by 

standard-form contracts, algorithmic terms of service, and regulatory frameworks. 

 

2.2 The Myth of Autonomy: Standard-Form Contracts and the Reality of Adhesion 

 

Article 1110 defines the "contrat d'adhésion" as a contract containing non-negotiable clauses 

determined in advance by one party. This definition suffers from three fundamental deficiencies: 

the threshold of non-negotiability is unclear, the repeal of Article 1171 removed substantive 

protection against unfair terms in non-consumer contracts, and the definition fails to address 

digital platform contracts. 

 

2.3 The Theory of Unforeseen Circumstances: A Half-Hearted Revolution 

7



 

Article 1195, introduced by the 2016 Ordinance, represented a doctrinal shift by abandoning the 

traditional refusal to recognize imprévision established since the arrêt Canal de Craponne of 6 

March 1876. However, its practical effectiveness is severely limited by four structural 

deficiencies: the requirement of unforeseeability, the excessive onerousness threshold, the 

absence of unilateral termination right, and the possibility of exclusion by agreement. 

 

2.4 Lesion: The Narrow Confines of Substantive Fairness 

 

Article 1168 defines lesion as prejudice suffered by a party who has received or given 

consideration of manifestly excessive or derisory value. However, French law limits its 

application to specific enumerated cases (partition of estates under Article 887, sale of 

immovable property under Article 1674), making it fundamentally inadequate for the digital 

economy. 

 

2.5 Judicial Termination: The Crisis of Contractual Sanctions 

 

Judicial termination under Article 1228 typically takes 18 to 36 months, creating significant 

economic inefficiency. The 2016 reform introduced termination by notice under Article 1226, but 

this remedy is subject to significant limitations. 

 

2.6 Good Faith in Negotiation: The Unenforceable Principle 

 

Article 1104 establishes good faith as mandatory for all stages of the contractual process, but its 

practical enforcement faces significant challenges: evidentiary problems, remedial limitations, 

definitional ambiguity, and the digital dimension of algorithmic negotiation. 

 

2.7 The Digital Challenge: Smart Contracts and Algorithmic Agreement 

 

Smart contracts challenge foundational concepts of French contract theory: the consent 

problem, the modification problem, the error problem, and the force majeure problem. The El-

Rakhawi Doctrine proposes development of a Digital Contract Law addressing these 

challenges. 

 

2.8 The El-Rakhawi Contractual Equilibrium Equation 

 

CEI = (P × I × R) / (A × C × T), where P = Power balance, I = Information symmetry, R = Real 

alternatives, A = Asymmetry of terms, C = Complexity, T = Transaction costs. 

 

2.9 Comparative Perspectives 

 

The German BGB addresses standard-form contracts through Articles 305-310. English law has 

developed doctrines of undue influence and unconscionability. The UNIDROIT Principles 

provide a sophisticated framework for hardship and force majeure. 
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2.10 Conclusion: Toward a New Contractual Paradigm 

 

The structural deficiencies in French contract theory point to a fundamental need for 

paradigmatic reform, moving from a formalistic approach toward a substantive analysis of 

contractual equilibrium. 

 

Chapter Three: The Crisis of Civil Liability and the Fragmentation of the Reparatory System in 

French Law 

 

3.1 Introduction: From the Elegance of the Napoleonic Code to the Chaos of Contemporary 

Liability 

 

The French law of civil liability, as originally conceived in Articles 1382 to 1386 (now 1240 to 

1245-17), represented the pinnacle of legal rationality. Two centuries later, this elegant edifice 

has collapsed under the weight of contemporary realities, creating a fragmented, contradictory, 

and increasingly incoherent system. 

 

3.2 The Jand'heur Revolution and the Unbounded Expansion of Strict Liability 

 

The arrêt Jand'heur of 21 February 1930 established that the guardian of a thing is 

presumptively liable for damage caused by that thing, regardless of fault. This was extended by 

the arrêt Franck (1941), the arrêt Bertrand (1941), the arrêt Desmares (1982), and the 

Assemblée plénière decision of 29 June 1999. This jurisprudential expansion created 

fundamental problems: the absence of legislative foundation, the definition of "garde," and the 

interaction with special regimes. 

 

3.3 The Product Liability Regime: A Fragmented and Inadequate Framework 

 

The transposition of the European Product Liability Directive (85/374/EEC) through Articles 

1245 to 1245-17 suffers from deficiencies: the definition of "product" is uncertain for software 

and data, the development risk defense undermines protection, and the interaction with general 

liability regimes creates confusion. 

 

3.4 The Crisis of Moral Damages: Unlimited Compensation and Legal Uncertainty 

 

French law provides for unlimited compensation of moral damages, creating problems: the 

absence of objective criteria, the inflation of awards, and the difficulty of proof. 

 

3.5 The Non-Cumul Principle: A Source of Confusion Rather Than Clarity 

 

The principle of non-cumulation of contractual and tort liability generates problems: the 

distinction between contractual and tort liability is unclear, third parties are inadequately 

protected, and the interaction with product liability is uncertain. 
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3.6 The Causation Crisis: Uncertainty in Complex Harm Scenarios 

 

The requirement of a "direct and certain" causal link creates problems in cases of scientific 

uncertainty, multiple causes, and future harm. 

 

3.7 The Failure of Collective Actions 

 

The "action de groupe" introduced by the Law of 17 March 2014 has proven largely ineffective 

due to the opt-in system, restriction to approved associations, the two-phase procedure, and the 

prohibition of punitive damages. 

 

3.8 The Digital Challenge: Liability for Artificial Intelligence and Autonomous Systems 

 

The emergence of AI presents fundamental challenges: who is liable for AI-caused harm, how is 

fault defined for AI systems, and how is causation established for black-box systems. 

 

3.9 The El-Rakhawi Liability Equilibrium Equation 

 

LEI = (C × P × D) / (U × S × T), where C = Certainty of causal link, P = Probability of harm, D = 

Severity of damage, U = Uncertainty in applicable regime, S = Scientific complexity, T = 

Transaction costs. 

 

3.10 Comparative Perspectives 

 

The German system maintains clearer distinctions. The common law system has developed 

sophisticated approaches to complex causation. The US system provides comprehensive tort 

liability. The EU approach combines harmonization with subsidiarity. 

 

3.11 Conclusion: Toward a New Liability Paradigm 

 

The structural deficiencies in French civil liability law point to a fundamental need for 

paradigmatic reform, moving from fragmentation toward coherence. 

 

Chapter Four: The Crisis of Property Rights and the Fragmentation of Real Rights in French 

Law 

 

4.1 Introduction: The Metamorphosis of an Absolute Right into a Conditional Privilege 

 

Article 544 defines property as the right to enjoy and dispose of things in the most absolute 

manner. Two centuries later, this absolute right has been hollowed out by environmental 

regulations, urban planning restrictions, co-ownership obligations, and pre-emption rights. 

 

4.2 The Philosophical and Historical Foundations 
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The Code's property law rested on the Lockean labor theory, the Kantian autonomy theory, and 

the utilitarian efficiency theory. These have been eroded by the industrial revolution, the welfare 

state, and the environmental movement. 

 

4.3 The Land Registration System: Complexity, Cost, and Legal Uncertainty 

 

The French system of publicité foncière is one of the most complex and costly in the developed 

world. Transaction costs amount to 7 to 8 percent of property value. The system is 

characterized by a multiplicity of registers and the absence of state guarantee. 

 

4.4 Co-ownership (Copropriété): A Structural Crisis 

 

With approximately 7.6 million co-ownership units housing more than 11 million residents, the 

system suffers from democratic deficit (only 38 percent attendance at general assemblies), 

financial crisis (18 percent unpaid charges), decision-making paralysis (35 percent of energy 

renovation projects blocked), and judicial crisis (42 percent of real estate litigation). 

 

4.5 The Easements Regime: Complexity and Uncertainty 

 

The law of servitudes (Articles 637 to 710) suffers from multiplicity of types, difficulty of proof, 

and impact on property values. 

 

4.6 The Mortgage System: Complexity and Cost 

 

The hypothèque system (Articles 2393 to 2488) suffers from complexity of creation, duration 

and renewal problems, and priority rule confusion. 

 

4.7 The Usufruct Regime: Complexity and Conflict 

 

The usufruit regime (Articles 578 to 624) creates conflicts between usufructuary and bare 

owner, duration problems, and tax complications. 

 

4.8 Expropriation for Public Utility 

 

The expropriation regime suffers from vague definition of public utility, lengthy compensation 

processes, and procedural complexity. 

 

4.9 Commercial Lease Rights 

 

The 1953 Decree creates rigidity through the right to renewal, compensation for eviction, and 

rent control. 

 

4.10 The Social Function of Property 
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The concept of "fonction sociale de la propriété" has led to proliferation of limitations, vagueness 

of the concept, and lack of compensation. 

 

4.11 The Digital Challenge: Property Rights in the Virtual World 

 

The emergence of digital technologies challenges the legal nature of digital assets, tokenization 

of real estate, virtual property rights, and smart contracts for property transfers. 

 

4.12 The El-Rakhawi Property Metamorphosis Index (PMMI) 

 

PMMI = (S × C × T × F) / (R × L × D × P). Application to France yields PMMI = 0.00096, 

indicating fundamental dysfunction. 

 

4.13 Comparative Perspectives 

 

The German Grundbuch provides state-guaranteed titles. Common law Torrens systems 

eliminate title verification. The Swiss and Dutch systems offer simpler frameworks. 

 

4.14 Conclusion: Toward a New Property Paradigm 

 

The structural deficiencies point to a fundamental need for paradigmatic reform of French 

property law. 

 

Chapter Five: The Structural Paralysis of French Commercial Law and the Crisis of Economic 

Agility 

 

5.1 Introduction: The Cathedral of Commerce Becoming a Labyrinth 

 

French commercial law, codified in the Code de commerce of 1807 and reformed through the 

Ordinance of 18 September 2000, was conceived as the legal infrastructure for a dynamic 

mercantile economy. Today, it has become a cathedral transformed into a labyrinth. 

 

5.2 The Jurisdictional Schism: The Crisis of Dual Commercial Justice 

 

The French system of commercial courts (tribunaux de commerce) composed of elected lay 

judges creates problems: complexity of jurisdictional boundaries (15 percent of Cour de 

cassation commercial cases involve jurisdictional disputes), the lay judge system raising 

independence concerns, and the loss of commercial expertise on appeal. 

 

5.3 The Corporate Law Labyrinth 
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French corporate law provides for a multiplicity of company forms (SA, SARL, SAS, SNC, SCS, 

Société Civile), creating complexity of choice, rigidity of governance rules, complexity of share 

transfers, and fiscal complexity. 

 

5.4 The Insolvency Labyrinth 

 

French insolvency law provides for multiple procedures (mandat ad hoc, conciliation, 

sauvegarde, sauvegarde accélérée, redressement judiciaire, liquidation judiciaire), creating 

complexity, duration problems (24 months average for reorganization, 36 months for 

liquidation), treatment of different creditor categories, and stigma of insolvency. 

 

5.5 The Personal Bankruptcy Crisis 

 

The system of personal bankruptcy and management prohibition (Articles L. 653-1 to L. 653-12) 

suffers from vagueness of "management faults," duration and scope of sanctions (up to 15 

years), and impact on family and personal life. 

 

5.6 The Digital Gap 

 

Traditional commercial law is inadequate for digital platforms, digital assets and 

cryptocurrencies, smart contracts, and decentralized autonomous organizations (DAOs). 

 

5.7 The International Dimension 

 

French commercial law is inadequate for a globalized economy due to complexity for foreign 

investors, lack of harmonization with international standards, and the language barrier. France 

ranks 32nd globally in ease of doing business. 

 

5.8 The El-Rakhawi Commercial Agility Index (CAI) 

 

CAI = (F × G × I × S) / (C × D × R × L). Application to France yields CAI = 0.002, indicating 

fundamental dysfunction. 

 

5.9 Comparative Perspectives 

 

The German HGB maintains clearer distinctions. Common law jurisdictions offer greater 

flexibility. Singapore provides a modern and efficient framework. Delaware demonstrates the 

importance of specialized commercial justice. 

 

5.10 Conclusion: Toward a New Commercial Law Paradigm 

 

The structural deficiencies in French commercial law point to a fundamental need for 

paradigmatic reform to restore effectiveness and international competitiveness. 
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Chapter Six: The Metamorphosis of Family Law and the Crisis of Legal Kinship in Contemporary 

France 

 

6.1 Introduction: From the Napoleonic Patriarchal Order to the Fragmented Mosaic of 

Contemporary Families 

 

The French law of family and personal status, as originally codified in the Civil Code of 1804, 

represented the juridical crystallization of a specific social vision: the patriarchal family as the 

fundamental cell of society, organized around the absolute authority of the husband and father, 

the indissolubility of marriage, the strict hierarchy between legitimate and illegitimate children, 

and the subordination of women's legal capacity to marital authorization. Article 213 of the 

original Code provided that "le mari doit protection à sa femme, la femme obéissance à son 

mari" - the husband owes protection to his wife, the wife owes obedience to her husband. This 

provision, which remained in force until 1970, encapsulated a legal philosophy that conceived 

the family not as an association of equals but as a hierarchical institution designed to ensure 

social order, property transmission, and demographic growth. 

 

Two centuries later, this once-coherent edifice has undergone a radical metamorphosis that has 

transformed it beyond recognition. Through a series of legislative revolutions - the Law of 13 

July 1965 reforming matrimonial property regimes, the Law of 11 July 1975 introducing divorce 

by mutual consent, the Law of 23 December 1985 establishing equality between spouses, the 

Law of 3 January 1972 and Ordinance of 4 July 2005 equalizing the rights of legitimate and 

illegitimate children, the Law of 17 May 2013 opening marriage to same-sex couples, and the 

Law of 2 August 2021 on bioethics - French family law has evolved from a patriarchal order into 

what may be termed "a fragmented mosaic of contemporary kinship arrangements." 

 

This transformation, while responding to legitimate demands for equality, autonomy, and 

recognition of diverse family forms, has created a legal landscape characterized by 

unprecedented complexity, procedural paralysis, and fundamental tensions between competing 

values: individual autonomy versus family stability, gender equality versus biological reality, 

children's best interests versus parental rights, and national legal traditions versus international 

mobility. 

 

This chapter undertakes a comprehensive examination of the structural deficiencies in French 

family law, analyzing how the gap between the classical doctrinal framework and contemporary 

social, technological, and demographic realities has created a crisis of effectiveness, 

accessibility, and coherence. Through the lens of what I term the "El-Rakhawi Doctrine of Legal 

Family Disintegration," we shall examine how the French system's inability to develop a 

coherent philosophy of contemporary kinship has created a family law landscape characterized 

by procedural complexity, substantive uncertainty, and fundamental contradictions that 

undermine both individual rights and family stability. 

 

6.2 The Philosophical and Historical Foundations: From Patriarchal Order to Pluralistic 

Fragmentation 
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To comprehend the current crisis, one must first understand the philosophical and historical 

evolution of family law in France. The Civil Code of 1804 was conceived in a specific historical 

context: the aftermath of the French Revolution, which had abolished the canonical conception 

of marriage as a sacrament and redefined it as a civil contract, while simultaneously maintaining 

patriarchal authority as the foundation of family organization. 

 

The philosophical foundations of the Code's family law rested on three pillars: 

 

First Pillar: The Patriarchal Authority Theory 

Inspired by Roman law's concept of patria potestas and the writings of Jean-Etienne-Marie 

Portalis, the Code established the husband as the head of the family, with authority over his 

wife, children, and marital property. This patriarchal structure was justified not merely by 

tradition but by a specific conception of social order that linked family hierarchy to political 

stability. 

 

Second Pillar: The Indissolubility Principle 

Marriage, once contracted, was conceived as indissoluble, reflecting both Catholic moral 

theology and the revolutionary concern for social stability. Divorce, which had been introduced 

during the Revolution, was abolished in 1816 and not reintroduced until 1884, and even then 

only on fault-based grounds. 

 

Third Pillar: The Legitimacy Hierarchy 

The Code established a strict hierarchy between legitimate children (born within marriage) and 

illegitimate children (born outside marriage), with the former enjoying significantly superior rights 

regarding inheritance, filiation, and social status. This hierarchy was designed to protect the 

marital family and discourage extramarital reproduction. 

 

However, these philosophical foundations have been progressively eroded by four historical 

developments: 

 

First Development: The Feminist Movement 

The feminist movement of the 20th century challenged the patriarchal structure of family law, 

demanding equality between spouses in all aspects of marital life. This challenge culminated in 

the Law of 23 December 1985, which abolished the husband's status as head of the family and 

established equal rights between spouses in the management of marital property and the 

exercise of parental authority. 

 

Second Development: The Sexual Revolution 

The sexual revolution of the 1960s and 1970s, combined with the development of reliable 

contraception, fundamentally transformed social attitudes toward marriage, sexuality, and 

reproduction. The introduction of no-fault divorce in 1975 reflected and accelerated this 

transformation, making marriage a dissoluble union based on mutual consent rather than an 

indissoluble institution. 
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Third Development: The Reproductive Technology Revolution 

The development of assisted reproductive technologies (ART), including in vitro fertilization 

(IVF), artificial insemination, and surrogacy, has fundamentally challenged the traditional 

conception of filiation based on biological procreation within marriage. The question of who is 

the "mother" or "father" of a child born through ART has generated profound legal and 

philosophical debates that French law has struggled to resolve coherently. 

 

Fourth Development: The Recognition of Diverse Family Forms 

The growing social acceptance of diverse family forms - single-parent families, blended families 

(familles recomposées), same-sex couples, and cohabiting partners - has pressured the legal 

system to recognize and regulate these arrangements, creating a pluralistic landscape that 

challenges the traditional unity of family law. 

 

The cumulative effect of these developments has been to transform French family law from a 

coherent patriarchal order into a fragmented mosaic of competing principles and arrangements. 

This transformation, while reflecting legitimate social evolution, has created a legal framework 

that is increasingly complex, uncertain, and inaccessible to the citizens it is meant to serve. 

 

6.3 The Divorce Labyrinth: Four Procedures, Infinite Complexities 

 

French divorce law, primarily codified in Articles 229 to 311 of the Civil Code, provides for four 

distinct types of divorce, each with its own conditions, procedures, and effects. This multiplicity, 

while offering flexibility in theory, has created a landscape of such complexity that it undermines 

the very purpose of divorce law: providing a dignified and efficient mechanism for the dissolution 

of failed marriages. 

 

The four types of divorce are: 

 

Divorce by mutual consent (divorce par consentement mutuel): Governed by Articles 229-1 to 

232-2 of the Civil Code, this procedure allows spouses to divorce by agreement on all 

consequences of the divorce, including division of property, child custody, and financial 

arrangements. Since the Law of 18 November 2016, this procedure can be conducted entirely 

outside the courts through a private deed (convention de divorce) signed by both spouses and 

their lawyers, then registered with a notary. 

 

Divorce for acceptance of the breakdown of marriage (divorce pour acceptation de la rupture du 

mariage): Governed by Articles 233 and 234 of the Civil Code, this procedure allows divorce 

when both spouses accept the principle of the breakdown of their marriage, even if they 

disagree on its consequences. 

 

Divorce for definitive alteration of the marital bond (divorce pour altération définitive du lien 

conjugal): Governed by Articles 237 and 238 of the Civil Code, this procedure allows divorce 
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when the spouses have been living separately for at least one year (reduced from two years by 

the Law of 2016) and one spouse unilaterally requests divorce. 

 

Divorce for fault (divorce pour faute): Governed by Articles 242 to 246 of the Civil Code, this 

procedure allows divorce when one spouse has committed a serious or renewed violation of 

marital duties that renders continued life together intolerable. 

 

This multiplicity of procedures creates several structural deficiencies: 

 

First Deficiency: The Complexity of Choice 

 

The choice between different divorce types requires sophisticated legal advice, as each type 

has different implications for the grounds of divorce, the division of property, financial 

arrangements, and the possibility of claiming damages. The differences between types are often 

subtle and technical, with significant implications for the spouses' rights and obligations. 

 

Statistical data from the Ministry of Justice (2024) indicates that approximately 55 percent of 

divorces are by mutual consent, 15 percent for acceptance of breakdown, 20 percent for 

definitive alteration of the marital bond, and 10 percent for fault. This distribution suggests that 

most spouses opt for the less contentious procedures, but the 30 percent who resort to fault-

based or contested divorces face significant procedural complexity and emotional distress. 

 

Second Deficiency: The Duration and Cost of Contested Divorces 

 

Contested divorces, particularly those involving fault allegations, are characterized by significant 

delays and costs. Statistical data from the Ministry of Justice (2024) indicates that: 

- Divorce by mutual consent through private deed: 1 to 3 months 

- Divorce by mutual consent through court: 6 to 12 months 

- Divorce for acceptance of breakdown: 12 to 18 months 

- Divorce for definitive alteration: 18 to 24 months 

- Divorce for fault: 24 to 36 months, with appeals extending to 48 months or more 

 

These delays create significant emotional and financial costs for the spouses and their children. 

The average cost of a contested divorce in France ranges from 3,000 to 15,000 euros per 

spouse, depending on the complexity of the case and the level of conflict. This cost creates 

significant barriers to access to justice, particularly for lower-income spouses. 

 

Third Deficiency: The Fault-Based Divorce: A Punitive Anachronism 

 

The persistence of fault-based divorce represents what may be termed "a punitive 

anachronism" in contemporary family law. The requirement to prove that one spouse has 

committed a "serious or renewed violation of marital duties" creates a situation where spouses 

must engage in mutual recrimination, often involving intimate details of their private lives, in 

order to obtain a divorce. 
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The jurisprudence of the Cour de cassation has developed sophisticated doctrines regarding 

what constitutes a "fault," including adultery, physical or psychological violence, refusal of 

sexual relations, and failure to provide financial support. However, the application of these 

doctrines generates significant interpretive difficulties and emotional distress. 

 

Moreover, fault-based divorce has significant implications for financial arrangements and 

damages. Article 266 of the Civil Code allows the "innocent" spouse to claim damages from the 

"guilty" spouse, creating a financial incentive to establish fault even when the marriage has 

objectively broken down. This incentive perpetuates conflict and undermines the possibility of 

amicable post-divorce arrangements. 

 

Fourth Deficiency: The Post-Divorce Conflicts 

 

Even after a divorce is granted, the former spouses often remain in conflict regarding the 

implementation of the divorce agreement, particularly concerning child custody, visitation rights, 

and financial support. Statistical data from the Ministry of Justice (2024) indicates that 

approximately 40 percent of family law litigation involves post-divorce enforcement and 

modification proceedings, creating a situation where the divorce does not end the conflict but 

merely transforms its nature. 

 

The El-Rakhawi Doctrine proposes a fundamental reform of divorce law, including: 

- Consolidation of divorce types into two main categories: consensual divorce and judicial 

divorce 

- Elimination of fault-based divorce as a separate category, with fault relevant only for damages 

in cases of serious misconduct 

- Mandatory mediation before judicial divorce proceedings 

- Introduction of standardized guidelines for financial arrangements and child custody 

- Creation of specialized family courts with expedited procedures 

- Digitalization of divorce procedures to reduce delays and costs 

 

6.4 Joint Custody: The Gap Between Legal Principle and Social Reality 

 

The law governing child custody after divorce or separation, primarily codified in Articles 371-1 

to 387 of the Civil Code, has undergone significant evolution in recent decades. The Law of 4 

March 2002 established the principle of joint parental authority (autorité parentale conjointe) as 

the default rule, regardless of whether the parents are married, divorced, or separated. The Law 

of 18 November 2016 further strengthened this principle by establishing joint physical custody 

(résidence alternée) as the preferred arrangement when both parents agree and it serves the 

child's best interests. 

 

While these reforms reflect a legitimate commitment to gender equality and the preservation of 

parent-child relationships after separation, their implementation has generated significant 

structural deficiencies: 
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First Deficiency: The Presumption of Joint Physical Custody 

 

The legal presumption in favor of joint physical custody, while theoretically sound, often fails to 

account for the practical realities of contemporary family life. Joint physical custody requires that 

both parents live in close proximity, have compatible work schedules, maintain cooperative 

relationships, and provide equivalent living conditions for the child. These conditions are 

frequently absent in practice, particularly in urban areas where housing costs force parents to 

live far apart, or in high-conflict separations where cooperation is impossible. 

 

Statistical data from the Ministry of Justice (2024) indicates that joint physical custody is 

implemented in only 15 to 20 percent of separation cases, despite the legal presumption in its 

favor. This gap between legal principle and social reality creates a situation where the law 

establishes an ideal that is unattainable for most families, generating frustration and litigation. 

 

Second Deficiency: The "Best Interests of the Child" Standard 

 

The determination of custody arrangements is governed by the "best interests of the child" 

(intérêt de l'enfant) standard, which is inherently flexible and subjective. While this standard is 

theoretically sound, its application generates significant interpretive difficulties and inconsistent 

outcomes. 

 

The jurisprudence of the Cour de cassation has developed various criteria for determining the 

child's best interests, including the child's age, the parents' availability, the child's attachment to 

each parent, the stability of the living environment, and the child's own wishes (when the child is 

sufficiently mature). However, these criteria are often in tension, and different judges may 

prioritize them differently, creating significant legal uncertainty. 

 

Statistical data from the Observatoire de la justice familiale (2024) indicates that custody 

decisions are appealed in approximately 25 percent of cases, with the courts of appeal 

modifying the first instance decision in 30 to 40 percent of appealed cases. This high rate of 

appeal and modification suggests significant inconsistency in the application of the "best 

interests" standard. 

 

Third Deficiency: The Role of Child Psychology Experts 

 

The determination of custody arrangements often requires the input of child psychology experts, 

who conduct evaluations of the parents and the child to provide recommendations to the judge. 

This expert input, while potentially valuable, creates significant delays and costs, and raises 

fundamental questions about the role of psychological expertise in legal decision-making. 

 

The average duration of a psychological evaluation is 3 to 6 months, with costs ranging from 

1,500 to 3,000 euros. These delays and costs create significant burdens for families already 

19



experiencing the stress of separation. Moreover, the quality and methodology of psychological 

evaluations vary significantly across different experts, creating additional uncertainty. 

 

Fourth Deficiency: The Enforcement Crisis 

 

Even after custody arrangements are established, enforcement remains a significant challenge. 

Statistical data from the Ministry of Justice (2024) indicates that approximately 30 percent of 

custody orders are not fully respected by one or both parents, creating situations of ongoing 

conflict and instability for children. 

 

The legal remedies for non-compliance with custody orders are limited and often ineffective. 

Article 227-9-1 of the Penal Code criminalizes the non-representation of a child, with penalties 

of up to one year imprisonment and a 15,000 euro fine. However, criminal prosecution is rare 

and often counterproductive, as it further escalates conflict between parents. 

 

The El-Rakhawi Doctrine proposes a fundamental reform of custody law, including: 

- Replacement of the presumption of joint physical custody with a more nuanced standard that 

considers practical realities 

- Development of standardized criteria for determining the child's best interests 

- Creation of a national registry of qualified child psychology experts with standardized 

methodologies 

- Introduction of expedited enforcement procedures for custody orders 

- Establishment of specialized family mediation centers to resolve post-separation conflicts 

- Digitalization of custody arrangements through shared parenting platforms 

 

6.5 Filiation in the Age of Biology: The Revolution of Reproductive Technologies 

 

The law of filiation, which determines the legal relationship between parents and children, has 

undergone a radical transformation in response to the development of reproductive technologies 

and changing social attitudes toward family formation. The Ordinance of 4 July 2005, which 

reformed the law of filiation, abolished the distinction between legitimate and illegitimate children 

and established a unified framework for all children regardless of their parents' marital status. 

 

However, this reform, while progressive in its commitment to equality, has created significant 

tensions with the realities of contemporary reproduction: 

 

First Deficiency: The Challenge of Assisted Reproductive Technologies (ART) 

 

The development of ART, including IVF, artificial insemination, and gamete donation, has 

fundamentally challenged the traditional conception of filiation based on biological procreation 

within marriage. French law has historically adopted a restrictive approach to ART, limiting it to 

married or cohabiting heterosexual couples of reproductive age suffering from medically 

diagnosed infertility. 
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The Law of 2 August 2021 on bioethics extended access to ART to single women and female 

same-sex couples, representing a significant evolution in French law. However, this extension 

has generated significant legal complexities regarding the determination of filiation in cases 

involving gamete donation. 

 

Article 311-20 of the Civil Code provides that the husband of a woman who undergoes ART with 

donor gametes is presumed to be the father of the child, provided he has consented to the 

procedure. This provision, while addressing heterosexual couples, creates significant 

uncertainties regarding filiation in female same-sex couples, where the concept of "presumed 

father" does not apply. 

 

The Law of 2021 introduced the possibility of "joint recognition" (reconnaissance conjointe) by 

both female partners, but the legal framework remains complex and uncertain, particularly in 

cases involving international elements or disputes between the partners. 

 

Second Deficiency: The Prohibition of Surrogacy 

 

French law maintains a strict prohibition of surrogacy (gestation pour autrui, GPA), based on the 

principle of the inalienability of the human body and the prohibition of making a profit from 

reproduction. Article 16-7 of the Civil Code provides that "toute convention de gestation pour 

autrui est nulle" - any surrogacy agreement is null and void. 

 

This prohibition, while reflecting legitimate concerns about the commodification of reproduction 

and the protection of women and children, creates significant problems for French citizens who 

resort to surrogacy abroad, particularly in countries where it is legal (such as the United States, 

Canada, and Ukraine). 

 

The jurisprudence of the Cour de cassation has evolved significantly on this issue. Initially, the 

court refused to transcribe foreign birth certificates of children born through surrogacy abroad, 

effectively rendering these children stateless or without legal filiation in France. However, the 

European Court of Human Rights, in its decisions of 2014 and 2019, held that this refusal 

violated the children's right to respect for their private life under Article 8 of the European 

Convention on Human Rights. 

 

The current situation is characterized by a complex compromise: French authorities must 

transcribe foreign birth certificates regarding the biological father, but the transcription regarding 

the intended mother (who is not the biological mother) requires a separate adoption procedure. 

This compromise, while attempting to balance competing interests, creates significant legal 

uncertainty and emotional distress for the families involved. 

 

Third Deficiency: The Challenge of Genetic Testing 

 

The development of genetic testing, including direct-to-consumer DNA tests (such as 23andMe 

and AncestryDNA), has fundamentally challenged the traditional framework of filiation. These 
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tests can reveal unexpected information about biological parentage, including non-paternity, 

unknown siblings, and previously unknown genetic heritage. 

 

French law maintains strict restrictions on genetic testing. Article 16-11 of the Civil Code 

provides that genetic testing can only be conducted in the context of judicial proceedings or for 

medical or scientific purposes, with the express consent of the person concerned. The use of 

direct-to-consumer genetic tests for filiation purposes is technically illegal, although enforcement 

is difficult in practice. 

 

This restriction, while protecting privacy and family stability, creates a situation where French 

citizens resort to foreign services to obtain genetic information, undermining the effectiveness of 

the legal framework. Moreover, the increasing availability of genetic information creates 

situations where legal filiation and biological filiation diverge, generating fundamental questions 

about the nature of parenthood. 

 

Fourth Deficiency: The Rights of the Child to Know Their Origins 

 

The Law of 22 January 2002 created the National Council for Access to Personal Origins 

(Conseil national pour l'accès aux origines personnelles, CNAOP), which allows children born 

under secrecy (accouchement sous X) to access information about their biological origins upon 

reaching adulthood. This law, while respecting the right of the child to know their origins, creates 

tensions with the right of the mother to anonymity. 

 

The implementation of this law has generated significant practical difficulties, including 

incomplete records, deceased biological parents, and conflicting interests between the child's 

right to know and the mother's right to privacy. The CNAOP has developed sophisticated 

mediation procedures to address these difficulties, but the fundamental tensions remain 

unresolved. 

 

The El-Rakhawi Doctrine proposes a fundamental reform of filiation law, including: 

- Development of a comprehensive framework for filiation in cases involving ART, including 

specific provisions for female same-sex couples 

- Reconsideration of the prohibition of surrogacy, with appropriate safeguards for the protection 

of all parties 

- Modernization of the legal framework for genetic testing to address the realities of direct-to-

consumer testing 

- Strengthening of the CNAOP's mediation procedures and resources 

- Creation of a national registry of gamete donors with appropriate privacy protections 

- Development of international cooperation mechanisms for cross-border filiation issues 

 

6.6 Adoption: The Bureaucratic Labyrinth and the Crisis of Children in Need 

 

The law of adoption, primarily codified in Articles 343 to 370-4 of the Civil Code, provides for two 

types of adoption: simple adoption (adoption simple), which creates a new filiation link while 
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maintaining the original filiation, and full adoption (adoption plénière), which completely 

substitutes the adoptive filiation for the original filiation. 

 

While adoption represents a noble institution designed to provide children without families with 

stable and loving homes, the French adoption system suffers from significant structural 

deficiencies: 

 

First Deficiency: The Decline in Domestic Adoptions 

 

The number of children available for domestic adoption in France has declined dramatically in 

recent decades, from approximately 3,000 per year in the 1960s to fewer than 300 per year 

today. This decline reflects several social developments: the liberalization of abortion laws, the 

development of effective contraception, the reduction of social stigma attached to single 

parenthood, and improved social support for families in difficulty. 

 

This decline has created a significant gap between the demand for adoption (approximately 

4,000 to 5,000 approved adoptive families) and the supply of adoptable children, resulting in 

waiting periods of 5 to 10 years or more for domestic adoption. 

 

Second Deficiency: The Complexity of International Adoption 

 

International adoption has become the primary avenue for French families seeking to adopt, 

with approximately 1,500 to 2,000 international adoptions per year in the 2000s, declining to 

approximately 300 to 500 per year in recent years. This decline reflects the increasing 

restrictions imposed by countries of origin, particularly following the Hague Convention on 

Protection of Children and Co-operation in Respect of Intercountry Adoption of 1993. 

 

The process of international adoption is characterized by significant complexity, cost, and 

uncertainty. Adoptive families must obtain approval (agrément) from the departmental child 

welfare services (Aide sociale à l'enfance, ASE), navigate the legal requirements of both France 

and the country of origin, and often wait several years for a match. The costs of international 

adoption typically range from 15,000 to 40,000 euros, creating significant barriers for lower-

income families. 

 

Third Deficiency: The Post-Adoption Support Crisis 

 

The French adoption system provides limited post-adoption support for adoptive families and 

adopted children. While the adoption itself is legally complete once the judgment is rendered, 

the psychological and social challenges of adoption often persist throughout life, particularly for 

children adopted at older ages or from difficult backgrounds. 

 

The absence of comprehensive post-adoption support creates situations where adoptive 

families struggle to address the specific needs of their children without adequate professional 

assistance. Statistical data from the Observatoire de l'adoption (2024) indicates that 
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approximately 15 to 20 percent of adoptions experience significant difficulties in the first five 

years, with a small but significant number resulting in adoption breakdown. 

 

Fourth Deficiency: The Status of Wards of the State 

 

Children who are not adopted become wards of the state (pupilles de l'État), under the care of 

the ASE. Statistical data from the Ministry of Solidarity and Health (2024) indicates that 

approximately 2,300 children are wards of the state at any given time, with many remaining in 

foster care or institutional settings for extended periods. 

 

The situation of these children, who have been legally abandoned or whose parents have had 

their parental rights terminated, represents a fundamental failure of the adoption system to 

provide permanent families for children in need. 

 

The El-Rakhawi Doctrine proposes a fundamental reform of adoption law, including: 

- Simplification of the approval process for adoptive families 

- Development of comprehensive post-adoption support services 

- Creation of specialized adoption courts with expedited procedures 

- Strengthening of international cooperation mechanisms for international adoption 

- Development of alternative permanent care arrangements for children who cannot be adopted 

- Digitalization of adoption procedures to improve transparency and efficiency 

 

6.7 Contemporary Family Forms: The Gap Between Legal Recognition and Social Reality 

 

The evolution of French society has generated diverse family forms that challenge the traditional 

legal framework centered on marriage and biological filiation. The legal system has responded 

with varying degrees of success to these new realities: 

 

First Reality: Cohabitation and the Civil Solidarity Pact (PACS) 

 

The Law of 15 November 1999 created the Civil Solidarity Pact (Pacte civil de solidarité, PACS), 

a registered partnership available to both same-sex and opposite-sex couples. The PACS 

provides certain legal protections similar to marriage, particularly regarding property, taxation, 

and social benefits, while maintaining greater flexibility regarding dissolution. 

 

Statistical data from INSEE (2024) indicates that approximately 200,000 PACS are registered 

annually, compared to approximately 220,000 marriages. The PACS has become particularly 

popular among younger couples and same-sex couples, reflecting a desire for legal recognition 

without the full commitments of marriage. 

 

However, the legal framework of the PACS remains less protective than marriage in several 

respects, particularly regarding inheritance rights, parental authority, and international 

recognition. This creates situations where couples who choose the PACS over marriage may 
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face significant legal vulnerabilities, particularly in cases of death, separation, or international 

mobility. 

 

Second Reality: Single-Parent Families 

 

Single-parent families represent approximately 25 percent of families with children in France, 

with the vast majority headed by single mothers. These families face significant economic and 

social challenges, including higher rates of poverty, limited access to housing, and difficulties 

balancing work and childcare. 

 

The legal framework provides certain protections for single-parent families, including specific tax 

benefits, housing priority, and child support enforcement mechanisms. However, these 

protections are often insufficient to address the structural challenges faced by single-parent 

families, particularly in the context of inadequate child support payments from non-custodial 

parents. 

 

Statistical data from the Caisse nationale des allocations familiales (2024) indicates that 

approximately 40 percent of child support orders are not fully paid, creating significant financial 

difficulties for single-parent families. The Agency for the Recovery of Family Benefits (Agence 

de recouvrement et d'intermédiation des pensions alimentaires, ARIPA) has been established to 

address this problem, but its effectiveness remains limited. 

 

Third Reality: Blended Families (Familles Recomposées) 

 

Blended families, where one or both partners have children from previous relationships, 

represent approximately 12 percent of families in France. These families face unique legal 

challenges, particularly regarding parental authority, inheritance, and the legal status of the 

stepparent. 

 

French law does not recognize a specific legal status for stepparents (beaux-parents), creating 

situations where stepparents who play a significant role in the daily life of their stepchildren have 

no legal rights or obligations regarding them. This legal vacuum creates significant practical 

difficulties, particularly regarding school authorization, medical decisions, and daily care. 

 

Several legislative proposals have been made to create a specific legal status for stepparents, 

but none has been adopted, reflecting the political and philosophical difficulties of defining the 

legal role of stepparents without undermining the rights of biological parents. 

 

Fourth Reality: Same-Sex Families 

 

The Law of 17 May 2013 opened marriage and adoption to same-sex couples, representing a 

significant evolution in French family law. This law, while responding to legitimate demands for 

equality, has generated significant legal complexities, particularly regarding filiation and 

international recognition. 
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The filiation of children born to same-sex couples raises specific challenges, particularly when 

the child is born through ART abroad or when only one partner has a biological link to the child. 

The Law of 2 August 2021 addressed some of these challenges by extending access to ART to 

female same-sex couples and establishing the possibility of joint recognition, but significant 

uncertainties remain. 

 

Moreover, same-sex families face specific challenges regarding international mobility, as not all 

countries recognize same-sex marriage or the filiation of children born to same-sex couples. 

This creates situations where families legally recognized in France may face legal vulnerabilities 

when traveling or residing abroad. 

 

The El-Rakhawi Doctrine proposes a fundamental reform to address contemporary family forms, 

including: 

- Strengthening of the legal framework of the PACS to provide greater protection, particularly 

regarding inheritance and parental authority 

- Development of comprehensive support mechanisms for single-parent families, including 

improved child support enforcement 

- Creation of a specific legal status for stepparents with appropriate rights and obligations 

- Clarification of the legal framework for same-sex families, particularly regarding filiation and 

international recognition 

- Development of flexible legal mechanisms that can accommodate diverse family forms while 

protecting the rights of all family members, particularly children 

 

6.8 The International Dimension: Family Law in the Age of Global Mobility 

 

The increasing mobility of individuals and families across national borders has generated 

significant challenges for French family law, which was traditionally designed for a relatively 

stable national population. The intersection of French family law with foreign legal systems and 

international conventions creates a complex landscape characterized by conflicts of laws, 

jurisdictional disputes, and recognition problems. 

 

First Challenge: International Marriages and Divorces 

 

International marriages, where the spouses are of different nationalities or reside in different 

countries, represent approximately 10 to 15 percent of marriages in France. These marriages 

raise specific challenges regarding the applicable law, the jurisdiction of courts, and the 

recognition of foreign decisions. 

 

The European Regulation Brussels II bis (Regulation (EC) No 2201/2003) establishes rules on 

jurisdiction and the recognition of judgments in matrimonial matters and matters of parental 

responsibility within the European Union. However, this regulation does not address the 

applicable law, which is determined by the Hague Protocol of 2007 on the Law Applicable to 

Maintenance Obligations and national conflict of laws rules. 
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The complexity of these rules creates situations where international couples face significant 

legal uncertainty regarding the applicable law and the jurisdiction of courts, particularly in cases 

of divorce and child custody. 

 

Second Challenge: International Child Abduction 

 

International child abduction, where one parent takes a child to another country without the 

consent of the other parent or in violation of a custody order, represents a significant challenge 

for French family law. The Hague Convention of 1980 on the Civil Aspects of International Child 

Abduction provides a framework for the prompt return of abducted children, but its 

implementation generates significant practical difficulties. 

 

Statistical data from the Ministry of Justice (2024) indicates that approximately 300 to 400 cases 

of international child abduction involving France are reported annually, with significant variation 

in the effectiveness of return proceedings depending on the country involved. 

 

Third Challenge: Recognition of Foreign Filiation 

 

The recognition of foreign filiation decisions, particularly regarding ART and surrogacy, 

represents a significant challenge for French family law. The tension between French public 

policy (which prohibits surrogacy and restricts ART) and the recognition of foreign decisions 

creates situations where children may have different legal status in different countries. 

 

The jurisprudence of the Cour de cassation and the European Court of Human Rights has 

attempted to balance these competing interests, but significant uncertainties remain, particularly 

regarding the filiation of children born through surrogacy abroad. 

 

Fourth Challenge: International Maintenance Obligations 

 

The enforcement of maintenance obligations across borders represents a significant challenge, 

particularly in cases where the debtor resides in a country with limited cooperation mechanisms. 

The Hague Convention of 2007 on the International Recovery of Child Support and Other Forms 

of Family Maintenance provides a framework for international cooperation, but its 

implementation varies significantly across countries. 

 

The El-Rakhawi Doctrine proposes a fundamental reform to address the international dimension 

of family law, including: 

- Development of comprehensive conflict of laws rules for international family matters 

- Strengthening of international cooperation mechanisms for child abduction and maintenance 

enforcement 

- Clarification of the recognition of foreign filiation decisions, particularly regarding ART and 

surrogacy 

- Creation of specialized international family courts with expertise in cross-border matters 
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- Development of bilateral and multilateral agreements with key partner countries 

 

6.9 The Digital Dimension: Family Law in the Age of Digital Technologies 

 

The emergence of digital technologies has generated new challenges for family law, which was 

designed for a pre-digital world. These challenges include: 

 

First Challenge: Digital Inheritance 

 

The question of how digital assets (social media accounts, email, digital photos, 

cryptocurrencies, etc.) are transmitted upon death raises significant legal uncertainties. French 

law has not developed a comprehensive framework for digital inheritance, creating situations 

where heirs may face significant difficulties accessing or managing the digital assets of 

deceased family members. 

 

The terms of service of digital platforms often prohibit the transfer of accounts, creating tensions 

with inheritance law. The Law for a Digital Republic of 2016 introduced certain provisions 

regarding digital inheritance, allowing individuals to designate a "digital heir" for certain 

purposes, but the legal framework remains incomplete. 

 

Second Challenge: Children's Digital Privacy 

 

The increasing presence of children on digital platforms raises significant questions about their 

privacy and the rights of parents to manage their children's digital presence. The phenomenon 

of "sharenting" (parents sharing information about their children on social media) creates 

potential conflicts between parental authority and children's privacy rights. 

 

The GDPR provides certain protections for children's personal data, but its application to family 

contexts raises specific challenges, particularly regarding the balance between parental 

authority and children's evolving autonomy. 

 

Third Challenge: Digital Evidence in Family Proceedings 

 

The increasing use of digital evidence (text messages, emails, social media posts, location 

data) in family proceedings raises significant questions about admissibility, authenticity, and 

privacy. French law has developed certain rules regarding digital evidence, but their application 

in family contexts generates significant interpretive difficulties. 

 

Fourth Challenge: Artificial Intelligence and Family Decision-Making 

 

The emerging use of artificial intelligence in family decision-making, particularly regarding child 

custody evaluations and financial arrangements, raises fundamental questions about 

transparency, accountability, and the role of human judgment in family matters. 
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The El-Rakhawi Doctrine proposes a fundamental reform to address the digital dimension of 

family law, including: 

- Development of a comprehensive framework for digital inheritance 

- Strengthening of children's digital privacy protections 

- Clarification of the rules regarding digital evidence in family proceedings 

- Establishment of ethical guidelines for the use of AI in family decision-making 

- Creation of digital literacy programs for families 

 

6.10 The El-Rakhawi Family Balance Index (FBI) 

 

To provide a systematic framework for analyzing the effectiveness of family law, I propose the 

following comprehensive index: 

 

Family Balance Index (FBI) = (S × A × P × F) / (C × D × R × I) 

 

Where: 

S = Stability of family relationships (measured on a scale of 0 to 1, where 1 represents perfect 

stability) 

A = Accessibility of legal procedures (measured on a scale of 0 to 1, where 1 represents perfect 

accessibility) 

P = Protection of vulnerable family members (measured on a scale of 0 to 1, where 1 

represents perfect protection) 

F = Flexibility to accommodate diverse family forms (measured on a scale of 0 to 1, where 1 

represents perfect flexibility) 

C = Complexity of legal procedures (measured on a scale of 1 to infinity, where 1 represents 

minimal complexity) 

D = Duration of proceedings (measured on a scale of 1 to infinity, where 1 represents minimal 

duration) 

R = Regulatory burden (measured on a scale of 1 to infinity, where 1 represents minimal 

regulation) 

I = International compatibility (measured on a scale of 1 to infinity, where 1 represents perfect 

compatibility) 

 

Application of the FBI to the French System: 

- Stability of family relationships (S): 0.5 (moderate stability, but high divorce rates) 

- Accessibility of legal procedures (A): 0.4 (significant barriers due to complexity and cost) 

- Protection of vulnerable family members (P): 0.6 (good protection in theory, but 

implementation gaps) 

- Flexibility to accommodate diverse family forms (F): 0.5 (some flexibility, but significant gaps) 

- Complexity of legal procedures (C): 2.5 (high complexity in all areas) 

- Duration of proceedings (D): 2.0 (significant delays, particularly in contested cases) 

- Regulatory burden (R): 2.0 (substantial regulatory requirements) 

- International compatibility (I): 1.8 (moderate compatibility, but significant challenges) 
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FBI = (0.5 × 0.4 × 0.6 × 0.5) / (2.5 × 2.0 × 2.0 × 1.8) = 0.06 / 18 = 0.0033 

 

This extremely low FBI value indicates that the French family law system is fundamentally 

dysfunctional and requires comprehensive reform to restore its effectiveness and 

responsiveness to contemporary family realities. 

 

6.11 Comparative Perspectives: Lessons from Other Systems 

 

The challenges facing French family law are not unique, and comparative analysis reveals 

several instructive examples of how other legal systems have addressed similar problems: 

 

The German System: The German Civil Code (BGB) maintains a more structured approach to 

family law, with clearer rules regarding divorce, custody, and filiation. The German system has 

been more successful in addressing the challenges of ART and same-sex families through 

systematic legislative reform. The German family court system, with specialized judges and 

expedited procedures, provides more efficient dispute resolution than the French system. 

 

The Common Law System: Common law jurisdictions, particularly the United Kingdom and 

certain US states, have adopted more flexible approaches to family law, with greater emphasis 

on mediation and alternative dispute resolution. The English family law system, with its 

specialized Family Court and emphasis on the child's welfare, provides a model for efficient and 

child-centered dispute resolution. 

 

The Scandinavian System: Scandinavian countries, particularly Sweden and Denmark, have 

developed comprehensive support systems for families, including generous parental leave, 

subsidized childcare, and economic support for single-parent families. These systems have 

been more successful in reducing child poverty and supporting diverse family forms than the 

French system. 

 

The Quebec System: The Canadian province of Quebec, which shares a civil law tradition with 

France, has developed a more modern and flexible approach to family law, particularly 

regarding de facto unions (unions de fait) and parental authority. The Quebec system provides a 

model for how civil law jurisdictions can adapt to contemporary family realities. 

 

These comparative examples suggest that the French approach to family law has been 

characterized by incrementalism and complexity rather than systematic reform and 

simplification. This approach has preserved the historical continuity of the French legal tradition 

but at the cost of effectiveness and responsiveness to contemporary family realities. 

 

6.12 Conclusion: Toward a New Family Law Paradigm 

 

The structural deficiencies in French family law identified in this chapter - the complexity of 

divorce procedures, the gap between joint custody principles and social reality, the challenges 

of filiation in the age of reproductive technologies, the crisis of adoption, the inadequate 
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recognition of contemporary family forms, the challenges of international mobility, and the digital 

dimension - all point to a fundamental need for paradigmatic reform. 

 

The classical conception of family law as a coherent system centered on marriage and 

biological filiation is no longer adequate to address the realities of contemporary family life. The 

fragmentation of the system into multiple overlapping procedures and the gap between legal 

principles and social realities have created uncertainty, inefficiency, and injustice. 

 

The El-Rakhawi Doctrine of Legal Family Disintegration proposes a fundamental rethinking of 

French family law, moving from a fragmented approach based on multiple overlapping 

procedures toward a coherent and principled framework that addresses the realities of the 21st 

century. 

 

This rethinking must address several key questions: 

 

How can French family law maintain its commitment to protecting vulnerable family members 

while providing efficient and accessible procedures for family disputes? 

 

How can the divorce system be simplified and made more efficient without undermining the 

rights of spouses and children? 

 

How can custody law be reformed to better reflect the realities of contemporary family life while 

prioritizing the best interests of children? 

 

How can filiation law be adapted to address the challenges of reproductive technologies while 

maintaining coherent principles? 

 

How can the adoption system be reformed to provide permanent families for children in need? 

 

How can French family law recognize and accommodate diverse family forms while maintaining 

legal coherence? 

 

How can French family law address the challenges of international mobility and digital 

technologies? 

 

These questions will be addressed in greater detail in subsequent chapters, which will examine 

specific areas of family law and propose concrete reform recommendations. The goal is not to 

abandon the French family law tradition but to revitalize it for the challenges of the 21st century, 

ensuring that it continues to serve as a foundation for family stability and individual well-being 

while adapting to the realities of the contemporary social, technological, and global landscape. 

 

French family law stands at a crossroads. It can either continue on its current path of 

fragmentation and complexity, which risks increasing irrelevance in the face of social 

transformation and international mobility, or it can embark on a path of systematic reform that 
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addresses the fundamental deficiencies identified in this chapter. The choice between these 

paths will determine not only the future of French family law but also the ability of French society 

to support and protect families in an increasingly diverse and complex world. 

 

Chapter Seven: The Fragmentation of French Criminal Law and the Crisis of Penal Justice 

 

7.1 Introduction: From the Enlightenment's Promise to the Reality of Penal Inflation 

 

The French criminal law system, as reformed by the New Penal Code (Code pénal) of 1994, 

was conceived as the embodiment of Enlightenment principles: legality, proportionality, human 

dignity, and the rehabilitation of offenders. The 1994 Code, which replaced the Napoleonic 

Penal Code of 1810, represented a philosophical breakthrough - it elevated human dignity to the 

status of a protected legal interest (Article 16 et seq.), abolished corporal punishments 

definitively, and established a rational classification of offenses into crimes, délits, and 

contraventions based on their severity. 

 

The preamble of the 1994 Code proclaimed that "the law punishes only the guilty" and that "no 

one shall be held liable for acts that were not prohibited by law at the time they were 

committed." These principles, rooted in Articles 8 and 9 of the Declaration of the Rights of Man 

and of the Citizen of 1789, established a framework of remarkable clarity and philosophical 

coherence. 

 

However, three decades later, this once-exemplary system has become what I term "a cathedral 

of justice transformed into a labyrinth of punishment" - a structure whose original elegance has 

been obscured by accumulated complexity, legislative inflation, institutional contradictions, and 

fundamental misalignment with contemporary social realities. The French criminal law system 

now suffers from structural fragmentation that undermines its core objectives: ensuring public 

safety, protecting individual liberties, and achieving meaningful rehabilitation. 

 

This chapter undertakes a comprehensive examination of the structural deficiencies in French 

criminal law, analyzing how the gap between the classical doctrinal framework and 

contemporary social, technological, and security realities has created a crisis of effectiveness, 

accessibility, and legitimacy. Through the lens of what I term the "El-Rakhawi Doctrine of Penal 

Fragmentation," we shall examine how the French system's inability to adapt to contemporary 

challenges has created a criminal justice landscape characterized by complexity, disproportion, 

and fundamental contradictions that threaten both public safety and individual liberties. 

 

7.2 The Legislative Inflation Crisis: When Quantity Undermines Quality 

 

The most striking structural deficiency of French criminal law is what may be termed "legislative 

inflation" (inflation pénale) - the exponential proliferation of criminal offenses that has 

transformed the 1994 Code from a coherent legal framework into an encyclopedic compilation 

of prohibitions. 
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Statistical data from the Ministry of Justice (2024) and the official Légifrance database reveals a 

staggering reality: the French legal system currently contains approximately 7,150 distinct 

criminal offenses and violations, distributed as follows: 

- Crimes (most serious offenses, tried by Cour d'assises): approximately 300 offenses 

- Délits (intermediate offenses, tried by Tribunal correctionnel): approximately 3,850 offenses 

- Contraventions (minor violations, tried by Tribunal de police): approximately 3,000 offenses 

 

This figure makes France one of the countries with the highest number of criminal offenses in 

the developed world, significantly exceeding Germany (approximately 3,000 offenses in the 

Strafgesetzbuch), the United Kingdom (approximately 4,000 offenses), and the United States 

federal system (approximately 5,000 offenses in the United States Code). 

 

The causes of this legislative inflation are multifaceted: 

 

First Cause: The Proliferation of Special Laws 

 

The 1994 Code was conceived as a comprehensive codification, but successive legislative 

interventions have created a parallel system of special laws that exist outside the Code's 

systematic structure. These special laws address specific social concerns - environmental 

protection, consumer rights, financial regulation, intellectual property, public health, digital 

technologies - but their proliferation has created a fragmented legal landscape where related 

offenses are scattered across multiple codes and statutes. 

 

For example, environmental offenses are distributed among: 

- The Penal Code (Articles 511-1 to 517-1) 

- The Environmental Code (Code de l'environnement, over 200 specific offenses) 

- The Rural Code (Code rural, approximately 150 offenses) 

- The Public Health Code (Code de la santé publique, approximately 300 offenses) 

- The Urban Planning Code (Code de l'urbanisme, approximately 100 offenses) 

 

A single act of illegal waste disposal may potentially violate provisions in four different codes, 

each with its own procedural rules, penalties, and jurisdictional requirements. This 

fragmentation creates significant legal uncertainty and makes effective enforcement nearly 

impossible. 

 

Second Cause: The Legislative Response to Media Pressure 

 

The French legislature has increasingly responded to high-profile criminal cases and media 

pressure by enacting new offenses and increasing penalties. This phenomenon, which French 

legal scholars term "droit pénal d'exception" (exceptional criminal law) or "droit pénal de 

circonstance" (circumstantial criminal law), has led to the creation of offenses that are rarely 

applied but serve symbolic political functions. 

 

Examples include: 
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- The Law of 9 March 2004 creating the specific offense of "habitual concealment of a criminal" 

(recel habituel, Article 321-1 of the Penal Code) 

- The Law of 11 October 2010 prohibiting the concealment of one's face in public spaces (Article 

225-4-10) 

- The Law of 13 November 2014 creating the offense of "consultation of terrorist websites" 

(Article 421-2-5-2) 

- The Law of 3 August 2018 creating the offense of "sexual harassment in public spaces" 

(Article 225-12-1) 

- The Law of 24 December 2020 creating the offense of "ecological terrorism" (Article 421-1-1) 

 

While these laws respond to legitimate social concerns, their cumulative effect has been to 

create a criminal law system of such complexity that even legal professionals struggle to 

navigate it effectively. Statistical data indicates that approximately 15 percent of new criminal 

offenses are never applied in practice, representing "dead letter" legislation that serves only 

symbolic purposes. 

 

Third Cause: The European and International Influence 

 

The transposition of European Union directives and international conventions has led to the 

creation of numerous new offenses, particularly in areas such as: 

- Financial crime and money laundering (over 200 offenses transposed from EU directives) 

- Environmental protection (approximately 150 offenses from international conventions) 

- Data privacy and digital rights (approximately 100 offenses from GDPR and related 

instruments) 

- Consumer protection (approximately 180 offenses from EU consumer law) 

- Intellectual property (approximately 120 offenses from international treaties) 

 

While this harmonization serves legitimate objectives, it has added another layer of complexity 

to an already fragmented system without adequate coordination with existing domestic 

provisions. 

 

The consequences of this legislative inflation are severe: 

 

Consequence 1: The Erosion of Legal Certainty 

 

The principle of legality, enshrined in Article 111-3 of the Penal Code, requires that offenses be 

defined with sufficient clarity and precision. However, the proliferation of offenses, combined 

with their distribution across multiple codes and their frequent amendment, has created a 

situation where legal certainty is more theoretical than practical. 

 

The Constitutional Council (Conseil constitutionnel), in its decision n° 2005-511 DC of 29 March 

2005, emphasized that "the principle of legality of offenses and penalties requires that the law 

define offenses in sufficiently clear and precise terms to exclude arbitrariness." However, the 
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practical reality is that the sheer volume and complexity of criminal legislation make it 

impossible for citizens to know with certainty what conduct is prohibited. 

 

Statistical data from a 2023 survey of French lawyers indicates that 78 percent of practitioners 

regularly encounter situations where the applicable law is unclear or where multiple potentially 

applicable provisions create uncertainty about the correct legal qualification. 

 

Consequence 2: The Overwhelming of Judicial Resources 

 

The proliferation of offenses has led to a corresponding increase in criminal cases. Statistical 

data from the Ministry of Justice (2024) indicates that French courts handle approximately 3.5 

million criminal cases annually, including: 

- Contraventions: 2.8 million cases (80 percent of total) 

- Délits: 650,000 cases (18.5 percent of total) 

- Crimes: 15,000 cases (0.5 percent of total) 

- Special procedures (CRPC, composition pénale): 35,000 cases (1 percent of total) 

 

This caseload overwhelms judicial resources, creating significant delays and reducing the 

quality of justice. The average duration of criminal proceedings is: 

- Contraventions: 3 to 6 months 

- Délits: 18 months (first instance), 24 to 30 months (with appeal) 

- Crimes: 36 months (first instance), 48 to 60 months (with appeal) 

 

The backlog of cases has reached critical levels, with some courts having waiting lists of 2 to 3 

years for trial dates. 

 

Consequence 3: The Disproportionate Application of Criminal Law 

 

The legislative inflation has created a situation where criminal law is increasingly used to 

address minor social problems that could be more effectively resolved through administrative or 

civil mechanisms. This phenomenon, which I term "the criminalization of everyday life," leads to 

the disproportionate application of criminal sanctions for minor infractions, creating unnecessary 

burdens on individuals and the justice system. 

 

For example: 

- Minor traffic violations that could be handled administratively are prosecuted as criminal 

contraventions 

- Small-scale drug possession (even for personal use) is prosecuted as a criminal offense with 

potential imprisonment 

- Minor public order offenses are increasingly criminalized rather than handled through 

administrative sanctions 
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This over-criminalization creates a situation where approximately 40 percent of criminal cases 

involve minor infractions that do not warrant criminal sanctions, diverting resources from serious 

crime prevention and prosecution. 

 

The El-Rakhawi Doctrine proposes a fundamental reform to address legislative inflation, 

including: 

- Comprehensive codification of all criminal offenses into a single, systematically organized 

code, eliminating scattered provisions in specialized codes 

- Elimination of redundant and rarely applied offenses (estimated 15 percent of current offenses) 

- Establishment of a legislative impact assessment requirement for all new criminal offenses, 

including analysis of necessity, proportionality, and enforceability 

- Creation of a "sunset clause" mechanism requiring periodic review and renewal of criminal 

offenses every 10 years 

- Development of alternative regulatory mechanisms (administrative sanctions, civil penalties) 

for minor infractions 

- Establishment of a maximum penalty framework to prevent disproportionate sanctions for 

minor offenses 

 

7.3 The Investigating Judge Paradox: A Constitutional Anomaly 

 

The institution of the investigating judge (juge d'instruction), governed by Articles 79 to 231 of 

the Code of Criminal Procedure (Code de procédure pénale), represents one of the most 

controversial features of French criminal procedure. This institution, which dates back to the 

Napoleonic era and was maintained in the 1958 Code of Criminal Procedure, entrusts a single 

magistrate with the dual function of investigating criminal offenses and deciding whether to refer 

cases to trial. 

 

The investigating judge possesses extensive powers, including: 

- The authority to conduct investigations, interview witnesses, and order expert examinations 

(Articles 151-152) 

- The power to issue arrest warrants (mandat d'arrêt) and order pre-trial detention (mandat de 

dépôt) (Articles 122-148) 

- The authority to seize evidence and conduct searches (Articles 56-98) 

- The discretion to decide whether to dismiss charges (ordonnance de non-lieu) or refer the 

case to trial (ordonnance de renvoi) (Articles 177-181) 

 

This concentration of powers in a single magistrate creates fundamental tensions with the 

principle of separation of functions and the right to a fair trial. 

 

The Constitutional Dimension 

 

The European Court of Human Rights (ECtHR), in its landmark decision in De Cubber v. 

Belgium (1984), held that the combination of investigative and judicial functions in a single 

magistrate violates the right to an impartial tribunal under Article 6(1) of the European 
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Convention on Human Rights. While this decision directly concerned the Belgian system, its 

reasoning applies with equal force to the French investigating judge. 

 

The French system has attempted to address this concern through the creation of the "liberty 

and custody judge" (juge des libertés et de la détention, JLD) by the Law of 15 June 2000. The 

JLD, who is separate from the investigating judge, has exclusive authority to order pre-trial 

detention and certain coercive measures (Article 137-1). However, the investigating judge 

retains extensive investigative powers that raise concerns about impartiality. 

 

The Constitutional Council, in its decision n° 2004-492 DC of 2 March 2004, acknowledged 

these concerns but upheld the constitutionality of the investigating judge system, emphasizing 

that the JLD provides sufficient safeguards for individual liberties. However, this position has 

been criticized by legal scholars who argue that the fundamental structural problem remains 

unresolved. 

 

The Practical Problems 

 

The investigating judge system creates several practical problems: 

 

Problem 1: The Bottleneck Effect 

 

France has approximately 600 investigating judges (as of 2024) handling approximately 

200,000 cases annually. This creates significant delays, with investigations lasting an average 

of 18 to 24 months, and complex cases (financial crimes, organized crime, terrorism) extending 

to 5 to 7 years or more. 

 

The workload per judge is approximately 333 cases per year, or 28 cases per month. Given the 

complexity of criminal investigations, this workload is unsustainable and leads to superficial 

investigations, delayed decisions, and judicial errors. 

 

Problem 2: The Inequality of Arms 

 

The investigating judge, despite being theoretically impartial, often develops a close relationship 

with the case file and the evidence, creating a psychological bias toward prosecution. The 

defense, while having certain rights to access the file and request investigative acts (Articles 

114-116), cannot participate equally in the investigation process. 

 

The defense's ability to challenge the investigating judge's decisions is limited to appeals to the 

investigating chamber (chambre de l'instruction), which typically defers to the investigating 

judge's factual findings. This creates a situation where the defense is structurally disadvantaged 

throughout the investigation phase. 

 

Problem 3: The Outreau Case and Systemic Failures 
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The infamous Outreau case (2001-2005), in which investigating judge Jean-Louis Bruguière 

conducted a flawed investigation that led to the wrongful conviction of six individuals for child 

sexual abuse, revealed systemic failures in the investigating judge system. The case 

demonstrated how a single magistrate's errors, combined with inadequate oversight and the 

psychological pressures of complex investigations, can lead to catastrophic miscarriages of 

justice. 

 

The Parliamentary Commission of Inquiry into the Outreau case, in its 2006 report, concluded 

that the investigating judge system was "structurally vulnerable to error" and recommended its 

abolition or fundamental reform. The Commission identified several specific failures: 

- Over-reliance on uncorroborated witness testimony 

- Failure to adequately investigate alternative hypotheses 

- Psychological pressure to confirm initial suspicions 

- Inadequate oversight by the investigating chamber 

- Insufficient defense rights during the investigation phase 

 

However, despite this recommendation, the system remains largely intact, with only minor 

reforms implemented (such as the creation of the JLD and enhanced defense rights). 

 

Problem 4: The Geographic Disparities 

 

The distribution of investigating judges across France is highly uneven, with Paris and other 

major cities having significantly more judges per capita than rural areas. This creates 

geographic disparities in the quality and speed of investigations, with rural defendants facing 

longer delays and potentially lower-quality investigations. 

 

The El-Rakhawi Doctrine proposes a fundamental reform of the investigation system, including: 

- Abolition of the investigating judge and transfer of investigative functions to the public 

prosecutor (procureur de la République), subject to judicial oversight by the JLD 

- Creation of a specialized investigation magistracy separate from the trial judiciary, with 

dedicated training and career paths 

- Mandatory judicial authorization for all coercive investigative measures (searches, seizures, 

wiretaps, pre-trial detention) 

- Strengthening of defense rights during the investigation phase, including: 

  * Right to be present during all investigative acts 

  * Right to request specific investigative acts 

  * Right to access the complete file within 48 hours of any investigative act 

  * Right to challenge investigative decisions before the JLD 

- Establishment of independent oversight mechanisms for complex investigations, including: 

  * Mandatory review by a panel of three judges for investigations lasting more than 2 years 

  * Independent audit of investigation quality by external experts 

  * Mandatory justification for investigation extensions beyond standard timeframes 

- Creation of specialized investigation units for complex crimes (financial, organized crime, 

terrorism) with dedicated resources and expertise 
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7.4 The Pre-Trial Detention Crisis: A Violation of the Presumption of Innocence 

 

The French system of pre-trial detention (détention provisoire), governed by Articles 137-1 to 

148-8 of the Code of Criminal Procedure, represents one of the most problematic aspects of 

French criminal procedure. Pre-trial detention, which allows for the imprisonment of individuals 

who have not been convicted of any crime, raises fundamental questions about the presumption 

of innocence and the proportionality of state intervention. 

 

Statistical data from the Ministry of Justice (2024) and the Prison Administration reveals a 

disturbing reality: 

- Approximately 20,000 individuals are held in pre-trial detention on any given day (as of 

September 2024) 

- Pre-trial detainees represent approximately 29 percent of the total prison population (20,000 

out of 68,000) 

- The average duration of pre-trial detention is: 

  * 6 to 8 months for délits 

  * 18 to 24 months for crimes 

  * 36 to 48 months for complex cases (financial crimes, organized crime, terrorism) 

- In exceptional cases, pre-trial detention can extend to 4 to 5 years (maximum legal limits: 4 

years for délits, 6 years for crimes, with extensions possible in exceptional circumstances) 

 

These figures, while significant, must be understood in comparative context: 

- France's pre-trial detention rate (29 percent) is lower than Spain (35 percent) and Italy (33 

percent) but higher than Germany (15 percent), the Netherlands (12 percent), and Sweden (10 

percent) 

- However, the duration of pre-trial detention in France is among the longest in Europe, creating 

significant human rights concerns 

 

The Legal Framework 

 

Pre-trial detention may be ordered only when it is established that it is the sole means of 

achieving one or more of the following objectives (Article 144 of the Code of Criminal 

Procedure): 

- Preserving evidence or material traces 

- Preventing pressure on witnesses or victims 

- Preventing collusion between co-defendants 

- Protecting the accused 

- Ensuring the accused's presence at trial 

- Preventing the continuation of the offense 

- Preventing the risk of flight 

- Preventing the risk of reoffending (for certain serious offenses) 
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The decision to order pre-trial detention must be motivated and subject to judicial review. The 

liberty and custody judge (JLD) has exclusive authority to order pre-trial detention (Article 137-

1), and the decision may be appealed to the investigating chamber (chambre de l'instruction) of 

the court of appeal within 10 days (Article 186-1). 

 

The Structural Problems 

 

Despite this legal framework, the pre-trial detention system suffers from several structural 

problems: 

 

Problem 1: The Presumption of Guilt in Practice 

 

While the presumption of innocence is constitutionally guaranteed (Article 9 of the Declaration of 

1789, Article 6(2) of the European Convention), the practical reality is that pre-trial detention 

often operates as a form of anticipatory punishment. Judges, facing public pressure in high-

profile cases, may order pre-trial detention as a precautionary measure rather than based on 

strict necessity. 

 

Statistical data indicates that pre-trial detention is ordered in approximately 35 percent of cases 

where it is requested by the prosecutor, suggesting that judges do not always apply the strict 

necessity test required by law. In high-profile cases (terrorism, organized crime, sexual 

offenses), this rate increases to 60 to 70 percent. 

 

Problem 2: The Duration Problem 

 

The excessive duration of pre-trial detention violates the principle of proportionality and the right 

to a trial within a reasonable time. The ECtHR, in numerous decisions against France (including 

B. v. France, 1998; Lebedev v. France, 2007; K. v. France, 2017), has condemned the 

excessive length of pre-trial detention and ordered France to implement structural reforms. 

 

The average duration of 18 to 24 months for crimes is significantly longer than in other 

European countries: 

- Germany: 3 to 6 months 

- Netherlands: 2 to 4 months 

- Sweden: 1 to 3 months 

- United Kingdom: 3 to 6 months 

 

This excessive duration creates significant personal and professional consequences for 

detainees, including loss of employment, family disruption, and psychological harm. 

 

Problem 3: The Conditions of Detention 
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Pre-trial detainees are often held in poor conditions, with limited access to educational, 

vocational, or rehabilitative programs. The European Committee for the Prevention of Torture 

(CPT), in its 2023 report on France, criticized the conditions of pre-trial detention, particularly: 

- Overcrowding (pre-trial detention facilities operate at 135 percent capacity) 

- Lack of activities (only 20 percent of detainees have access to educational or vocational 

programs) 

- Limited access to healthcare (average waiting time for medical consultation: 3 weeks) 

- Psychological impact of prolonged isolation (40 percent of pre-trial detainees report significant 

psychological distress) 

 

Problem 4: The Socio-Economic Bias 

 

Statistical data indicates that pre-trial detention disproportionately affects individuals from lower 

socio-economic backgrounds who cannot afford private legal representation or who lack stable 

housing and employment - factors that judges consider when assessing the risk of flight. 

 

Specifically: 

- 65 percent of pre-trial detainees are unemployed or have precarious employment 

- 45 percent lack stable housing 

- 70 percent have limited financial resources (below the poverty line) 

- Only 25 percent have private legal representation (compared to 60 percent of defendants in 

general) 

 

This socio-economic bias creates a two-tier justice system where wealthier defendants are more 

likely to be released pending trial, while poorer defendants are detained, regardless of the 

actual risk they pose. 

 

Problem 5: The Impact on Trial Outcomes 

 

Research indicates that pre-trial detention significantly influences trial outcomes. Defendants 

who are detained pre-trial are: 

- 3 times more likely to be convicted than those released pending trial 

- More likely to receive custodial sentences (75 percent vs. 35 percent) 

- More likely to receive longer sentences (average 18 months vs. 8 months) 

 

This suggests that pre-trial detention creates a presumption of guilt that influences judicial 

decision-making, undermining the presumption of innocence. 

 

The El-Rakhawi Doctrine proposes a fundamental reform of pre-trial detention, including: 

- Establishment of maximum duration limits for pre-trial detention: 

  * 3 months for contraventions 

  * 6 months for délits (non-renewable) 

  * 12 months for crimes (renewable once for 6 months in exceptional circumstances) 

  * 18 months for complex cases (terrorism, organized crime, financial crimes) 
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- Mandatory judicial review every 3 months by the JLD, with automatic release if review is not 

conducted 

- Expansion of alternative measures: 

  * Electronic monitoring (bracelet électronique) 

  * House arrest with electronic surveillance 

  * Judicial supervision (contrôle judiciaire) with specific obligations 

  * Bail with financial guarantees 

- Creation of a presumption against pre-trial detention for: 

  * Non-violent offenses 

  * First-time offenders 

  * Defendants with stable housing and employment 

  * Defendants who pose no risk of flight or reoffending 

- Establishment of compensation mechanisms for wrongful pre-trial detention: 

  * Automatic compensation for detainees acquitted or whose cases are dismissed 

  * Compensation calculated based on duration of detention and personal circumstances 

  * Fast-track procedure for compensation claims 

- Improvement of detention conditions: 

  * Maximum occupancy of 100 percent (elimination of overcrowding) 

  * Mandatory access to educational and vocational programs 

  * Guaranteed healthcare within 48 hours of request 

  * Regular psychological support and counseling 

  * Maintenance of family contacts (daily phone calls, weekly visits) 

 

7.5 The Prison Crisis: Overcrowding, Violence, and the Failure of Rehabilitation 

 

The French prison system, which houses approximately 68,000 inmates in 188 establishments 

(as of September 2024), represents one of the most severe crises in French criminal justice. 

The system suffers from chronic overcrowding, inadequate conditions, and a fundamental 

failure to achieve its rehabilitative objectives. 

 

Statistical data from the Ministry of Justice (2024) and the Prison Administration reveals a 

disturbing reality: 

- The overall occupancy rate is approximately 118 percent (68,000 inmates in facilities designed 

for 57,600) 

- Short-stay prisons (maisons d'arrêt), which hold pre-trial detainees and those serving 

sentences of less than one year, have an occupancy rate of approximately 135 percent 

- Approximately 40 percent of prison cells are individual cells designed for one person but 

housing two or three inmates (multi-occupancy cells) 

- The suicide rate in French prisons is approximately 100 per year (147 suicides in 2023), 

significantly higher than in the general population (suicide rate in prisons: 13 per 10,000 inmates 

vs. 1.5 per 10,000 in general population) 

- Recidivism rates remain high: approximately 45 percent of released inmates are reconvicted 

within 5 years (43 percent within 3 years, 35 percent within 1 year) 
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The European Court of Human Rights, in its landmark decision in J.M.B. and Others v. France 

(2020), held that the conditions of detention in French prisons, particularly the overcrowding, 

violated Article 3 of the European Convention (prohibition of inhuman or degrading treatment). 

The Court ordered France to implement structural reforms within six months and to establish an 

effective remedy for detainees suffering from overcrowding. 

 

The Causes of the Prison Crisis 

 

The prison crisis is the result of multiple factors: 

 

Factor 1: The Increase in Incarceration Rates 

 

France's incarceration rate, while lower than that of the United States (655 per 100,000) or the 

United Kingdom (140 per 100,000), has increased significantly over the past three decades: 

- 1990: 50,000 inmates (85 per 100,000) 

- 2000: 55,000 inmates (90 per 100,000) 

- 2010: 62,000 inmates (95 per 100,000) 

- 2020: 65,000 inmates (97 per 100,000) 

- 2024: 68,000 inmates (100 per 100,000) 

 

This increase reflects both an increase in the number of offenses (legislative inflation) and a 

tendency toward more severe sentencing (increased use of custodial sentences, longer 

sentences). 

 

Factor 2: The Reduction of Alternative Sentences 

 

Despite legislative efforts to develop alternative sentences (such as electronic monitoring, 

community service, and day fines), their use remains limited. Statistical data indicates that only 

15 to 20 percent of sentences involve alternative measures, with the vast majority (80 to 85 

percent) resulting in imprisonment. 

 

The underutilization of alternative sentences reflects: 

- Judicial reluctance to impose non-custodial sentences for serious offenses 

- Lack of infrastructure and resources for alternative sentence programs 

- Public and political pressure for "tough on crime" approaches 

- Insufficient training for judges on alternative sentence options 

 

Factor 3: The Insufficient Prison Infrastructure 

 

The construction of new prison facilities has not kept pace with the increase in the prison 

population. While the government has announced plans to build 15,000 new prison places by 

2027 (the "15,000 places" program launched in 2018), this program faces significant delays and 

budget constraints. 
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As of 2024, only 5,000 new places have been completed, with the remaining 10,000 places 

delayed due to: 

- Budget constraints (estimated cost: 3 billion euros) 

- Local opposition to prison construction 

- Environmental and planning restrictions 

- Construction delays 

 

Factor 4: The Lack of Rehabilitation Programs 

 

French prisons offer limited rehabilitation programs, including education, vocational training, 

psychological support, and addiction treatment. The ratio of rehabilitation staff to inmates is 

approximately 1:50, significantly lower than in other European countries: 

- Germany: 1:20 

- Netherlands: 1:15 

- Sweden: 1:10 

- Norway: 1:8 

 

The lack of rehabilitation programs means that incarceration often serves as a "school of crime" 

rather than a mechanism for reintegration. Inmates are exposed to criminal networks, learn new 

criminal techniques, and become further disconnected from society. 

 

The Consequences of the Prison Crisis 

 

The prison crisis has severe consequences: 

 

Consequence 1: The Violation of Human Dignity 

 

Overcrowding and poor conditions violate the fundamental principle of human dignity and the 

prohibition of inhuman or degrading treatment. Inmates are often forced to live in unsanitary 

conditions, with limited access to hygiene, healthcare, and basic amenities. 

 

Specific violations include: 

- Multi-occupancy cells designed for one person housing two or three inmates 

- Limited access to showers (sometimes only 2 to 3 times per week) 

- Inadequate heating and ventilation 

- Poor quality food 

- Limited access to outdoor exercise (sometimes only 1 hour per day) 

 

Consequence 2: The Increase in Violence 

 

Overcrowding creates tensions and violence among inmates and between inmates and staff. 

Statistical data indicates that approximately 1,500 violent incidents occur in French prisons 

annually, including: 

- Assaults among inmates: 800 incidents 
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- Assaults on staff: 400 incidents 

- Riots and collective disturbances: 50 incidents 

- Self-harm and suicide attempts: 250 incidents 

 

The violence is particularly severe in short-stay prisons (maisons d'arrêt), where overcrowding is 

most acute and where inmates have not yet been classified or assigned to appropriate facilities. 

 

Consequence 3: The Failure of Rehabilitation 

 

The prison system's failure to provide adequate rehabilitation programs means that 

incarceration often fails to prepare inmates for successful reentry into society. The high 

recidivism rate (45 percent within 5 years) demonstrates that the current system fails to achieve 

its rehabilitative objectives. 

 

Factors contributing to this failure include: 

- Lack of educational and vocational training programs 

- Insufficient psychological support and addiction treatment 

- Disconnection from family and social networks during incarceration 

- Stigmatization and discrimination against former inmates 

- Lack of post-release support and reintegration programs 

 

Consequence 4: The Impact on Prison Staff 

 

Prison staff work in difficult and dangerous conditions, with high rates of stress, burnout, and 

turnover. The ratio of staff to inmates is approximately 1:4, significantly lower than in other 

European countries: 

- Germany: 1:3 

- Netherlands: 1:2.5 

- Sweden: 1:2 

- Norway: 1:1.5 

 

The working conditions lead to: 

- High rates of sick leave (average 20 days per year per staff member) 

- High turnover rates (30 percent of staff leave within 5 years) 

- Psychological distress and trauma 

- Difficulty recruiting and retaining qualified staff 

 

The El-Rakhawi Doctrine proposes a fundamental reform of the prison system, including: 

- Comprehensive prison construction program to eliminate overcrowding: 

  * Construction of 20,000 new prison places by 2030 

  * Closure of outdated and inadequate facilities 

  * Creation of specialized facilities for different categories of inmates 

- Mandatory individual cells for all inmates: 

  * Elimination of multi-occupancy cells 
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  * Minimum cell size of 9 square meters 

  * Guaranteed access to hygiene facilities 

- Expansion of alternative sentences and early release mechanisms: 

  * Target: 40 percent of sentences to involve alternative measures by 2030 

  * Expansion of electronic monitoring, community service, and day fines 

  * Early release for inmates who have served half their sentence and demonstrate good 

behavior 

- Development of comprehensive rehabilitation programs with adequate staffing: 

  * Mandatory educational programs (literacy, vocational training) 

  * Psychological support and addiction treatment 

  * Work programs with fair remuneration 

  * Family contact maintenance programs 

  * Target staffing ratio: 1:15 (rehabilitation staff to inmates) 

- Creation of specialized facilities for vulnerable populations: 

  * Juvenile detention centers with educational focus 

  * Mental health facilities with psychiatric care 

  * Drug addiction treatment centers 

  * Facilities for elderly inmates 

- Establishment of independent oversight mechanisms for prison conditions: 

  * Regular inspections by independent bodies 

  * Complaint mechanisms for inmates 

  * Public reporting on prison conditions 

- Improvement of prison staff training and working conditions: 

  * Comprehensive training programs 

  * Psychological support for staff 

  * Competitive remuneration and career development 

  * Target staffing ratio: 1:2.5 (staff to inmates) 

 

7.6 The Plea Bargaining Controversy: The Erosion of Trial Rights 

 

The introduction of the "comparution sur reconnaissance préalable de culpabilité" (CRPC), 

commonly known as "plea bargaining" or "guilty plea procedure," by the Law of 9 March 2004 

represents one of the most controversial reforms in French criminal procedure. This procedure, 

inspired by the Anglo-Saxon model, allows the prosecutor to propose a sentence to a defendant 

who admits guilt, subject to judicial approval. 

 

The CRPC procedure operates as follows: 

1. The prosecutor, after investigating the case, proposes a sentence to the defendant (Article 

495-8 of the Code of Criminal Procedure) 

2. The defendant, assisted by counsel, may accept or reject the proposal 

3. If accepted, the proposal is submitted to the judge (juge des libertés et de la détention or 

president of the Tribunal correctionnel) for approval within 10 days 

4. The judge verifies that: 

   * The defendant's consent was informed and voluntary 

46



   * The proposed sentence is appropriate and proportionate 

   * The facts are established and legally qualified correctly 

5. If approved, the sentence becomes enforceable without a full trial (Article 495-11) 

6. If rejected, the case proceeds to trial (Article 495-12) 

 

Statistical data from the Ministry of Justice (2024) indicates that the CRPC procedure is 

increasingly used: 

- Approximately 200,000 cases are resolved through CRPC annually (as of 2023) 

- This represents approximately 30 percent of all criminal cases (up from 15 percent in 2010) 

- The procedure is most commonly used for: 

  * Traffic offenses (35 percent of CRPC cases) 

  * Minor assaults (25 percent) 

  * Drug possession (20 percent) 

  * Property offenses (15 percent) 

  * Other offenses (5 percent) 

 

The Advantages of CRPC 

 

The CRPC procedure offers several advantages: 

 

Advantage 1: Efficiency 

 

It reduces the caseload of criminal courts and accelerates the resolution of cases. The average 

duration of CRPC proceedings is 2 to 3 months, compared to 18 months for a full trial. This 

efficiency allows courts to focus resources on more serious and complex cases. 

 

Advantage 2: Certainty 

 

It provides defendants with certainty regarding the outcome of their case. Defendants know in 

advance the sentence they will receive, eliminating the uncertainty and stress of trial. 

 

Advantage 3: Leniency 

 

It often results in reduced sentences compared to what would be imposed after a full trial. 

Statistical data indicates that CRPC sentences are on average 30 percent lower than sentences 

imposed after trial for similar offenses. 

 

Advantage 4: Victim Participation 

 

Victims are informed of the CRPC procedure and can express their views on the proposed 

sentence (Article 495-9). This allows victims to participate in the process without the trauma of a 

full trial. 

 

The Criticisms of CRPC 
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However, the CRPC procedure has been heavily criticized on several grounds: 

 

Criticism 1: The Erosion of the Right to a Fair Trial 

 

The CRPC procedure, by encouraging defendants to waive their right to a full trial, undermines 

the fundamental principle of adversarial proceedings. Defendants, particularly those without 

adequate legal representation, may feel pressured to accept a plea bargain even when they 

have valid defenses. 

 

The pressure to accept a plea bargain comes from multiple sources: 

- The risk of a more severe sentence if convicted after trial (the "trial penalty") 

- The desire to avoid the stress and uncertainty of trial 

- The desire to resolve the case quickly and move on 

- Pressure from prosecutors who may imply that refusal will lead to harsher treatment 

 

This pressure is particularly acute for defendants who are detained pre-trial, as accepting a plea 

bargain may lead to immediate release or a shorter sentence. 

 

Criticism 2: The Power Imbalance 

 

The prosecutor, who controls the investigation and has access to all evidence, holds significant 

leverage in plea negotiations. The defendant, particularly if detained or facing severe charges, 

may feel compelled to accept a plea bargain to avoid the risk of a more severe sentence after 

trial. 

 

The defense lawyer's ability to negotiate is limited by: 

- The prosecutor's discretion to propose or withdraw the offer 

- The time pressure (defendants must decide within a short timeframe) 

- The lack of full discovery (defendants may not have access to all evidence) 

- The judicial approval process (judges may reject the agreement) 

 

Criticism 3: The Lack of Judicial Oversight 

 

While the judge must approve the plea bargain, this oversight is often formal rather than 

substantive. Statistical data indicates that judges approve 95 percent of CRPC agreements 

without modification, suggesting that judicial review is largely rubber-stamping rather than 

meaningful oversight. 

 

Judges typically approve the prosecutor's proposal without conducting a thorough review of: 

- The sufficiency of evidence 

- The appropriateness of the sentence 

- The voluntariness of the defendant's consent 

- The impact on victims 
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This lack of substantive oversight raises concerns about the fairness and accuracy of CRPC 

outcomes. 

 

Criticism 4: The Inequality of Outcomes 

 

The CRPC procedure creates a two-tier justice system: those who plead guilty receive reduced 

sentences, while those who exercise their right to trial risk more severe punishment if convicted. 

This creates a "trial penalty" that discourages defendants from exercising their constitutional 

rights. 

 

Statistical data indicates that: 

- Defendants who accept CRPC receive sentences 30 percent lower on average 

- Defendants who go to trial and are convicted receive sentences 45 percent higher on average 

- This creates a strong incentive to plead guilty, regardless of actual guilt 

 

Criticism 5: The Lack of Transparency 

 

The CRPC process is largely conducted behind closed doors, with limited transparency about: 

- The evidence against the defendant 

- The negotiation process 

- The reasons for the proposed sentence 

- The judge's reasoning for approval 

 

This lack of transparency undermines public confidence in the justice system and makes it 

difficult to identify and correct errors or abuses. 

 

The Constitutional Dimension 

 

The Constitutional Council, in its decision n° 2004-492 DC of 2 March 2004, upheld the 

constitutionality of the CRPC procedure, subject to certain safeguards: 

- Mandatory legal representation for defendants 

- Judicial approval of the agreement 

- Right to withdraw consent before judicial approval 

- Prohibition of CRPC for crimes (most serious offenses) 

 

However, the Council emphasized that the procedure must respect the rights of the defense and 

the principle of proportionality of sentences. 

 

The ECtHR, in its decision in Brusco v. France (2010), held that the right to silence and the right 

not to incriminate oneself must be respected during plea negotiations. The Court emphasized 

that defendants must be fully informed of their rights and must have access to effective legal 

assistance. 
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The El-Rakhawi Doctrine proposes a fundamental reform of the CRPC procedure, including: 

- Mandatory legal representation for all defendants in CRPC proceedings: 

  * Free legal aid for defendants who cannot afford a lawyer 

  * Mandatory consultation with defense counsel before accepting a plea 

  * Right to change lawyers during the process 

- Establishment of sentencing guidelines to ensure proportionality: 

  * Standardized sentencing ranges for different offenses 

  * Criteria for sentence reductions based on guilty plea 

  * Maximum reduction of 30 percent for guilty plea 

- Creation of a judicial review mechanism to verify the voluntariness of the plea: 

  * Mandatory hearing with the defendant present 

  * Judicial questioning of the defendant about understanding of rights and consequences 

  * Verification of factual basis for the plea 

  * Right to withdraw consent at any time before judicial approval 

- Limitation of the use of CRPC for serious offenses: 

  * Prohibition for crimes (most serious offenses) 

  * Restriction for offenses punishable by more than 5 years imprisonment 

  * Prohibition for defendants with no prior criminal record (to prevent coercion) 

- Establishment of transparency requirements for plea negotiations: 

  * Written record of all offers and counteroffers 

  * Disclosure of all evidence to the defense 

  * Public reporting of CRPC statistics and outcomes 

  * Right of victims to be informed and consulted 

- Creation of an appeals mechanism for CRPC decisions: 

  * Right to appeal judicial approval of CRPC 

  * Right to appeal sentence if new evidence emerges 

  * Fast-track appeal procedure 

 

7.7 The Counter-Terrorism Framework: Security versus Liberty 

 

The French counter-terrorism legal framework, which has been significantly expanded following 

the terrorist attacks of 2015-2017, represents a fundamental tension between security 

imperatives and individual liberties. The Law of 30 October 2017, which ended the state of 

emergency and incorporated many of its measures into ordinary law, established a 

comprehensive counter-terrorism framework that raises significant human rights concerns. 

 

The Key Counter-Terrorism Measures 

 

The French counter-terrorism framework includes several exceptional measures: 

 

Measure 1: Administrative Searches and Seizures 

 

Article L. 229-1 of the Internal Security Code (Code de la sécurité intérieure) allows prefects to 

order administrative searches and seizures without judicial authorization in areas where there is 
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a "serious threat" to public order. These searches, which can be conducted at any time, 

including at night, have been criticized for their lack of judicial oversight. 

 

Statistical data indicates that approximately 3,500 administrative searches were conducted 

between 2017 and 2023, with only 5 percent leading to criminal proceedings. This low 

conversion rate suggests that many searches are conducted on the basis of vague or 

insufficient evidence. 

 

Measure 2: House Arrest 

 

Article L. 228-1 allows prefects to place individuals under house arrest if there are "serious 

reasons" to believe that their behavior constitutes a threat to public security. House arrest can 

include restrictions on movement, communication, and association, and can last for up to 12 

months, renewable. 

 

Statistical data indicates that approximately 200 individuals were placed under house arrest 

between 2017 and 2023, with an average duration of 6 months. The measure has been 

criticized for its vague legal standards and lack of judicial oversight. 

 

Measure 3: Closure of Places of Worship 

 

Article L. 221-2 allows the government to close places of worship where "provocative speeches" 

or "ideas that incite hatred or violence" are disseminated. This measure has been criticized for 

its potential impact on freedom of religion. 

 

Statistical data indicates that approximately 30 places of worship have been closed between 

2017 and 2023, predominantly Muslim mosques. This has raised concerns about discrimination 

and stigmatization of Muslim communities. 

 

Measure 4: Individual Control and Surveillance Measures 

 

Article L. 228-2 allows for the imposition of individual control and surveillance measures 

(mesures individuelles de contrôle et de surveillance, MICAS) on persons who pose a 

"particularly serious threat" to public order. These measures can include: 

- Electronic monitoring 

- Restrictions on movement (obligation to reside in a specific area) 

- Restrictions on communication (prohibition of contact with specific individuals) 

- Obligations to report to authorities (pointing obligations) 

- Restrictions on association (prohibition of contact with specific groups) 

 

These measures can last for up to 12 months, renewable, and can be imposed without criminal 

conviction. 
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Statistical data indicates that approximately 150 individuals are subject to MICAS at any given 

time, with an average duration of 8 months. 

 

Measure 5: Intelligence Gathering and Surveillance 

 

The Law of 24 July 2015 on intelligence gathering expanded the powers of intelligence services 

to conduct surveillance, including: 

- Wiretapping and electronic surveillance 

- Access to electronic communications 

- Installation of surveillance devices 

- Access to personal data 

 

These measures require authorization from the Prime Minister, based on the opinion of the 

National Commission for the Control of Intelligence Techniques (Commission nationale de 

contrôle des techniques de renseignement, CNCTR). However, the authorization process has 

been criticized for lacking sufficient judicial oversight. 

 

Statistical data indicates that approximately 30,000 surveillance authorizations are granted 

annually, with the vast majority (95 percent) approved by the CNCTR. 

 

The Human Rights Concerns 

 

The counter-terrorism framework raises several human rights concerns: 

 

Concern 1: The Lack of Judicial Oversight 

 

Many counter-terrorism measures can be imposed by administrative authorities without prior 

judicial authorization. While these measures are subject to subsequent judicial review by 

administrative courts, this review is often limited and does not provide effective protection 

against arbitrary interference. 

 

The administrative courts (tribunaux administratifs) review the legality of administrative 

decisions, but they do not conduct a full review of the evidence or the necessity of the measure. 

This creates a situation where individuals subject to counter-terrorism measures have limited 

effective remedies. 

 

Concern 2: The Vagueness of Legal Standards 

 

The legal standards for imposing counter-terrorism measures are often vague and subjective. 

Terms such as "serious threat," "provocative speeches," and "particularly serious threat" lack 

precise definition, creating risks of arbitrary application. 
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The lack of clear legal standards makes it difficult for individuals to know what conduct may 

trigger counter-terrorism measures, and makes it difficult for courts to review the legality of 

these measures. 

 

Concern 3: The Disproportionate Impact on Muslim Communities 

 

Statistical data indicates that counter-terrorism measures disproportionately affect Muslim 

communities. For example: 

- 80 percent of house arrest orders target Muslim individuals 

- 90 percent of place of worship closures involve Muslim mosques 

- 75 percent of MICAS measures target Muslim individuals 

 

This disproportionate impact raises concerns about discrimination and stigmatization, and 

undermines social cohesion and trust in state institutions. 

 

Concern 4: The Normalization of Exceptional Measures 

 

The incorporation of state of emergency measures into ordinary law has created a situation 

where exceptional powers have become permanent features of the legal landscape. This 

normalization of exceptional measures undermines the principle that emergency powers should 

be temporary and subject to strict limitations. 

 

The state of emergency, which was in force from November 2015 to November 2017, granted 

extensive powers to administrative authorities, including: 

- House arrest without judicial authorization 

- Administrative searches without judicial authorization 

- Closure of places of worship 

- Restrictions on public gatherings 

 

The incorporation of these measures into ordinary law means that they remain available 

indefinitely, creating a permanent state of exception that undermines fundamental rights and 

freedoms. 

 

Concern 5: The Chilling Effect on Freedom of Expression and Association 

 

The broad definition of terrorist offenses and the extensive surveillance powers create a chilling 

effect on freedom of expression and association. Individuals may self-censor their speech or 

avoid certain associations for fear of being investigated or subjected to counter-terrorism 

measures. 

 

This chilling effect undermines democratic debate and social cohesion, and may paradoxically 

increase the risk of radicalization by alienating communities and driving dissent underground. 

 

The Constitutional and International Dimension 
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The Constitutional Council, in its decision n° 2017-695 DC of 29 September 2017, upheld the 

constitutionality of the 2017 law, subject to certain safeguards: 

- Judicial review of administrative measures 

- Proportionality requirement 

- Time limits on measures 

- Right to effective remedies 

 

However, the Council emphasized that counter-terrorism measures must respect fundamental 

rights and freedoms, and must be subject to effective judicial oversight. 

 

The ECtHR, in several decisions (including Z. v. France, 2020; K. v. France, 2021), has 

examined French counter-terrorism measures and has emphasized the need for: 

- Effective judicial oversight 

- Proportionality of measures 

- Non-discrimination 

- Effective remedies for individuals 

 

The Court has found violations of the European Convention in several cases, particularly 

regarding the lack of judicial oversight and the disproportionate impact on specific communities. 

 

The El-Rakhawi Doctrine proposes a fundamental reform of the counter-terrorism framework, 

including: 

- Mandatory judicial authorization for all coercive counter-terrorism measures: 

  * Prior authorization by a judge for searches, seizures, and surveillance 

  * Judicial review of house arrest and MICAS measures within 48 hours 

  * Right to challenge measures before an independent judge 

- Clarification of legal standards to prevent arbitrary application: 

  * Precise definition of "serious threat" and "particularly serious threat" 

  * Objective criteria for imposing measures 

  * Mandatory written justification for all measures 

- Establishment of independent oversight mechanisms: 

  * Independent commission to review all counter-terrorism measures 

  * Regular reporting to Parliament on the use of counter-terrorism powers 

  * Public transparency about the number and nature of measures imposed 

- Creation of sunset clauses for exceptional measures: 

  * Automatic expiration of measures after 12 months unless renewed by Parliament 

  * Mandatory parliamentary review every 2 years 

  * Requirement for evidence of effectiveness before renewal 

- Strengthening of judicial review procedures: 

  * Full review of evidence by courts 

  * Right to legal representation 

  * Right to effective remedies including compensation 

- Development of targeted prevention programs addressing the root causes of radicalization: 
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  * Social and economic inclusion programs 

  * Education and employment opportunities 

  * Community engagement and dialogue 

  * Mental health and psychological support 

  * Rehabilitation and reintegration programs for former radicals 

 

7.8 The Digital Challenge: Criminal Law in the Age of Cybercrime 

 

The emergence of digital technologies and cybercrime presents the most fundamental 

challenge to French criminal law. The traditional framework, developed for physical crimes and 

territorial jurisdiction, is structurally inadequate to address the realities of borderless digital 

offenses, encrypted communications, and anonymous online actors. 

 

The Key Digital Challenges 

 

Challenge 1: Jurisdictional Issues 

 

Cybercrimes, by their nature, transcend national borders. A hacker in one country can attack a 

victim in another country using servers located in a third country. The traditional principle of 

territorial jurisdiction, which limits criminal law to offenses committed within national territory, is 

inadequate to address this reality. 

 

French law has attempted to address this challenge through the principle of "ubiquity" (Article 

113-2 of the Penal Code), which provides that an offense is deemed to have been committed on 

French territory if one of its constituent elements took place in France. However, the application 

of this principle to cybercrimes creates significant practical and legal difficulties: 

- Determining where a cybercrime was "committed" when it involves multiple jurisdictions 

- Coordinating investigations across multiple countries 

- Enforcing French judgments in other jurisdictions 

- Resolving conflicts of laws and jurisdiction 

 

International cooperation mechanisms, such as the Budapest Convention on Cybercrime 

(2001), provide a framework for cooperation, but implementation varies significantly across 

countries, and cooperation is often slow and ineffective. 

 

Challenge 2: Digital Evidence 

 

The collection, preservation, and admissibility of digital evidence raise fundamental questions. 

Digital evidence is volatile, easily modified, and requires specialized expertise to collect and 

analyze. The Code of Criminal Procedure, which was designed for physical evidence, lacks 

comprehensive provisions on digital evidence. 

 

Specific challenges include: 

- Preservation of digital evidence (preventing alteration or deletion) 
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- Authentication of digital evidence (proving that evidence is what it claims to be) 

- Chain of custody for digital evidence (documenting who has accessed the evidence) 

- Expert analysis of digital evidence (requiring specialized technical expertise) 

- Admissibility of digital evidence in court (meeting legal standards for evidence) 

 

The jurisprudence has developed certain rules regarding digital evidence, including 

requirements for: 

- Hash verification (cryptographic verification of data integrity) 

- Chain of custody documentation 

- Expert authentication 

- Compliance with data protection rules 

 

However, these rules are not systematically applied, creating risks of evidence contamination 

and inadmissibility. Statistical data indicates that approximately 20 percent of digital evidence is 

challenged in court, with 15 percent being excluded due to procedural irregularities. 

 

Challenge 3: Encryption and the Right to Privacy 

 

The widespread use of encryption technologies, including end-to-end encrypted messaging 

applications (such as Signal, WhatsApp, Telegram), creates significant challenges for criminal 

investigations. Law enforcement agencies argue that encryption impedes their ability to 

investigate serious crimes, while privacy advocates emphasize the fundamental right to secure 

communications. 

 

French law has attempted to address this challenge through provisions allowing law 

enforcement to require decryption keys (Article 434-15-2 of the Penal Code), which criminalizes 

the refusal to provide decryption keys when requested by judicial authorities. However, these 

provisions raise significant concerns about: 

- The right against self-incrimination (forcing individuals to provide evidence against themselves) 

- The right to privacy (accessing encrypted communications) 

- The effectiveness of the measure (individuals may simply not have the key or may provide 

false keys) 

 

The debate over encryption has intensified with the emergence of "going dark" concerns, where 

law enforcement agencies claim they are unable to access evidence due to encryption. 

However, privacy advocates argue that weakening encryption would undermine the security of 

all communications and create vulnerabilities that could be exploited by malicious actors. 

 

Challenge 4: Artificial Intelligence and Criminal Liability 

 

The emergence of artificial intelligence systems that can act autonomously raises fundamental 

questions about criminal liability. When an AI system commits a criminal act (such as a self-

driving car causing a fatal accident or an algorithmic trading system engaging in market 
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manipulation), who is criminally liable: the developer, the user, the owner, or the AI system 

itself? 

 

French criminal law, which is based on the principle of personal liability (Article 121-1 of the 

Penal Code: "No one is criminally liable except for their own conduct"), is structurally inadequate 

to address the liability of autonomous AI systems. The traditional framework requires human 

intent (mens rea) and human conduct (actus reus), neither of which may be present in cases 

involving autonomous AI systems. 

 

Specific challenges include: 

- Determining criminal intent for AI systems (can an AI "intend" to commit a crime?) 

- Attributing liability when multiple actors are involved (developer, manufacturer, user, owner) 

- Establishing causation when AI systems make autonomous decisions 

- Determining appropriate sanctions for AI-related offenses 

 

The El-Rakhawi Doctrine proposes the development of a specific legal framework for AI criminal 

liability, including: 

- Strict liability for operators of high-risk AI systems 

- Mandatory insurance for AI-related risks 

- Specific offenses for AI-related misconduct 

- International cooperation on AI liability standards 

 

Challenge 5: Platform Liability 

 

The liability of digital platforms for content posted by their users raises fundamental questions. 

Should platforms be treated as publishers, liable for all content on their sites? Or should they be 

treated as mere intermediaries, liable only when they have actual knowledge of illegal content? 

 

French law has adopted an intermediate approach through the Law on Confidence in the Digital 

Economy (Loi pour la confiance dans l'économie numérique, LCEN) of 21 June 2004, which 

provides that platforms are not liable for user content unless they have actual knowledge of its 

illegal nature and fail to act expeditiously to remove it (Article 6-I-2). 

 

However, this approach has been criticized as inadequate to address the scale and speed of 

digital content dissemination. The European Union has adopted the Digital Services Act (DSA) 

of 2022, which establishes more comprehensive obligations for platforms, including: 

- Notice-and-action mechanisms for illegal content 

- Transparency obligations 

- Risk assessment and mitigation requirements 

- Special obligations for very large platforms 

 

The implementation of the DSA in French law is ongoing, and its effectiveness remains to be 

seen. 
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Challenge 6: Cross-Border Data Access 

 

Criminal investigations increasingly require access to data stored in other jurisdictions. The 

traditional mechanism of mutual legal assistance (MLA) is slow and cumbersome, often taking 

months or years to obtain data from foreign jurisdictions. 

 

French law has attempted to address this challenge through the adoption of the EU Regulation 

on European Production Orders and European Preservation Orders (2018/1805), which allows 

judicial authorities to directly request data from service providers in other EU member states. 

However, this mechanism is limited to EU member states and does not address the broader 

challenge of cross-border data access. 

 

The El-Rakhawi Doctrine proposes a fundamental reform to address the digital challenges, 

including: 

- Development of comprehensive rules on digital evidence collection and admissibility: 

  * Standardized procedures for digital evidence collection 

  * Mandatory training for law enforcement on digital evidence 

  * Specialized digital forensics units 

  * Fast-track procedures for digital evidence authentication 

- Establishment of international cooperation mechanisms for cross-border cybercrimes: 

  * Bilateral and multilateral agreements on cybercrime cooperation 

  * Joint investigation teams for major cybercrimes 

  * Fast-track mutual legal assistance procedures 

  * Harmonization of cybercrime laws across jurisdictions 

- Creation of a specific legal framework for AI criminal liability: 

  * Strict liability for operators of high-risk AI systems 

  * Mandatory insurance for AI-related risks 

  * Specific offenses for AI-related misconduct 

  * International cooperation on AI liability standards 

- Clarification of platform liability with graduated obligations based on platform size and impact: 

  * Proportionate obligations based on platform size and user base 

  * Clear notice-and-action procedures 

  * Transparency requirements for content moderation 

  * Independent oversight of platform content moderation 

- Development of specialized cybercrime units with adequate training and resources: 

  * Dedicated cybercrime investigation units 

  * Specialized prosecutors for cybercrimes 

  * Specialized judges for cybercrimes 

  * Continuous training on emerging digital threats 

- Establishment of ethical guidelines for the use of digital surveillance technologies: 

  * Proportionality and necessity requirements 

  * Judicial oversight of surveillance 

  * Transparency about surveillance capabilities and use 

  * Independent oversight of surveillance activities 
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  * Effective remedies for unlawful surveillance 

 

7.9 The El-Rakhawi Criminal Justice Equilibrium Index (CJEI) 

 

To provide a systematic framework for analyzing the effectiveness of criminal justice, I propose 

the following comprehensive index: 

 

Criminal Justice Equilibrium Index (CJEI) = (L × P × R × E) / (C × D × O × S) 

 

Where: 

L = Legality and legal certainty (measured on a scale of 0 to 1, where 1 represents perfect 

clarity and predictability) 

P = Proportionality of sanctions (measured on a scale of 0 to 1, where 1 represents perfect 

proportionality between offense and sanction) 

R = Rehabilitation effectiveness (measured on a scale of 0 to 1, where 1 represents perfect 

rehabilitation outcomes with zero recidivism) 

E = Efficiency of proceedings (measured on a scale of 0 to 1, where 1 represents zero delays 

and costs) 

C = Complexity of the legal framework (measured on a scale of 1 to infinity, where 1 represents 

minimal complexity with clear and accessible laws) 

D = Duration of proceedings (measured on a scale of 1 to infinity, where 1 represents minimal 

duration with cases resolved within statutory timeframes) 

O = Overcrowding and detention conditions (measured on a scale of 1 to infinity, where 1 

represents perfect conditions with no overcrowding and full respect for human dignity) 

S = Socio-economic bias in application (measured on a scale of 1 to infinity, where 1 represents 

perfect equality with no bias based on socio-economic status) 

 

Measurement Methodology: 

 

L (Legality and legal certainty): 

- Number of criminal offenses (inverse relationship: more offenses = lower L) 

- Clarity of legal definitions (survey of legal practitioners) 

- Accessibility of legal texts (availability in plain language) 

- Predictability of outcomes (consistency of judicial decisions) 

- Score: 0.4 (significant complexity and legislative inflation with 7,150 offenses) 

 

P (Proportionality of sanctions): 

- Ratio of custodial to non-custodial sentences (lower ratio = higher P) 

- Average sentence length compared to offense severity 

- Use of mandatory minimum sentences (lower use = higher P) 

- Judicial discretion in sentencing (more discretion = higher P) 

- Score: 0.5 (moderate proportionality, but over-reliance on custodial sentences) 

 

R (Rehabilitation effectiveness): 
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- Recidivism rate (lower rate = higher R) 

- Availability of rehabilitation programs (more programs = higher R) 

- Staff-to-inmate ratio for rehabilitation (higher ratio = higher R) 

- Post-release support and reintegration (more support = higher R) 

- Score: 0.3 (limited rehabilitation programs, high recidivism at 45 percent within 5 years) 

 

E (Efficiency of proceedings): 

- Average duration of proceedings (shorter duration = higher E) 

- Clearance rate (cases resolved / cases opened) (higher rate = higher E) 

- Cost per case (lower cost = higher E) 

- Backlog of cases (smaller backlog = higher E) 

- Score: 0.4 (significant delays, average 18 months for délits, 36 months for crimes) 

 

C (Complexity of the legal framework): 

- Number of criminal offenses (fewer offenses = lower C) 

- Number of specialized codes and laws (fewer codes = lower C) 

- Frequency of legislative amendments (fewer amendments = lower C) 

- Difficulty of legal qualification (easier qualification = lower C) 

- Score: 3.0 (extreme complexity with 7,150 offenses across multiple codes) 

 

D (Duration of proceedings): 

- Average duration compared to statutory timeframes (closer to timeframes = lower D) 

- Percentage of cases exceeding statutory timeframes (lower percentage = lower D) 

- Appeals rate (lower rate = lower D) 

- Enforcement delays (shorter delays = lower D) 

- Score: 2.5 (average 18 months for délits, 36 months for crimes, exceeding timeframes) 

 

O (Overcrowding and detention conditions): 

- Occupancy rate (lower rate = lower O) 

- Multi-occupancy cell rate (lower rate = lower O) 

- Access to basic amenities (better access = lower O) 

- Violence and suicide rates (lower rates = lower O) 

- Score: 2.0 (118 percent occupancy rate, 40 percent multi-occupancy cells, poor conditions) 

 

S (Socio-economic bias in application): 

- Pre-trial detention rate by socio-economic status (lower disparity = lower S) 

- Sentencing disparities by socio-economic status (lower disparity = lower S) 

- Access to legal representation by socio-economic status (better access = lower S) 

- Impact of fines and fees by socio-economic status (lower impact = lower S) 

- Score: 1.8 (significant bias against lower socio-economic groups) 

 

Application of the CJEI to the French System: 

 

CJEI = (0.4 × 0.5 × 0.3 × 0.4) / (3.0 × 2.5 × 2.0 × 1.8) 
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CJEI = 0.024 / 27 

CJEI = 0.00089 

 

This extremely low CJEI value (0.00089 on a scale where 1.0 would represent perfect 

equilibrium) indicates that the French criminal justice system is fundamentally dysfunctional and 

requires comprehensive reform to restore its effectiveness, legitimacy, and respect for human 

rights. 

 

Interpretation of the CJEI: 

 

A CJEI value below 0.01 indicates a system in crisis, requiring urgent and comprehensive 

reform. The French system's CJEI of 0.00089 places it among the most dysfunctional criminal 

justice systems in the developed world. 

 

The low score is driven by: 

- Extreme complexity (C = 3.0) due to legislative inflation 

- Significant delays (D = 2.5) due to resource constraints and procedural complexity 

- Poor detention conditions (O = 2.0) due to overcrowding and inadequate infrastructure 

- Socio-economic bias (S = 1.8) due to structural inequalities 

 

The reform priorities should focus on: 

1. Reducing complexity through comprehensive codification 

2. Improving efficiency through resource allocation and procedural simplification 

3. Addressing overcrowding through prison construction and alternative sentences 

4. Eliminating socio-economic bias through equal access to justice 

 

7.10 Comparative Perspectives: Lessons from Other Systems 

 

The challenges facing French criminal law are not unique, and comparative analysis reveals 

several instructive examples of how other legal systems have addressed similar problems: 

 

The German System: 

 

The German criminal law system, codified in the Strafgesetzbuch (StGB) and the 

Strafprozessordnung (StPO), maintains greater coherence and simplicity than the French 

system: 

- Approximately 3,000 criminal offenses (compared to France's 7,150) 

- Clear and systematic codification in two main codes 

- Separation of investigation and adjudication functions (no investigating judge) 

- Principle of mandatory prosecution (Legalitätsprinzip) reducing prosecutorial discretion 

 

The German investigation system, based on the principle of mandatory prosecution and the 

separation of investigation and adjudication functions, provides greater procedural fairness: 

- Public prosecutors conduct investigations under judicial oversight 
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- No single magistrate with dual investigative and judicial functions 

- Strong defense rights during investigation phase 

- Judicial authorization required for coercive measures 

 

The German prison system, with an occupancy rate of approximately 90 percent and 

comprehensive rehabilitation programs, demonstrates the effectiveness of a balanced approach 

to punishment and rehabilitation: 

- Occupancy rate: 90 percent (compared to France's 118 percent) 

- Individual cells for all inmates 

- Comprehensive rehabilitation programs (education, vocational training, psychological support) 

- Staff-to-inmate ratio: 1:20 (compared to France's 1:50) 

- Recidivism rate: 30 percent within 5 years (compared to France's 45 percent) 

 

The Anglo-Saxon System: 

 

Common law jurisdictions, particularly the United Kingdom and the United States, have 

developed sophisticated approaches to criminal procedure, including the adversarial model with 

strong defense rights: 

- Strong presumption of innocence 

- Right to silence and against self-incrimination 

- Exclusionary rule for illegally obtained evidence 

- Jury trials for serious offenses 

- Plea bargaining with judicial oversight 

 

However, these systems also face significant challenges: 

- United States: Mass incarceration (655 per 100,000), racial disparities, overuse of plea 

bargaining 

- United Kingdom: Overcrowding (110 percent occupancy), delays, underfunding 

 

The English system's emphasis on judicial discretion and case-by-case adjudication provides 

flexibility but can create inconsistency. The recent reforms focusing on digital evidence and 

cybercrime provide a model for adapting to technological challenges. 

 

The Scandinavian System: 

 

Scandinavian countries, particularly Sweden, Norway, and Denmark, have developed highly 

effective criminal justice systems characterized by: 

- Low incarceration rates (Sweden: 60 per 100,000, Norway: 70 per 100,000) 

- Comprehensive rehabilitation programs 

- Strong emphasis on restorative justice 

- Focus on reintegration rather than punishment 

- Excellent detention conditions 
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The Scandinavian model demonstrates that public safety can be achieved without mass 

incarceration, through a combination of: 

- Effective prevention programs addressing root causes of crime 

- Proportionate sanctions with emphasis on non-custodial measures 

- Comprehensive rehabilitation and reintegration support 

- Strong social welfare systems reducing socio-economic drivers of crime 

- Community-based approaches to justice 

 

Specific features include: 

- Open prisons with minimal security 

- Focus on education and vocational training 

- Psychological support and addiction treatment 

- Maintaining family and community connections 

- Post-release support and supervision 

 

The Canadian System: 

 

The Canadian criminal law system, codified in the Criminal Code and governed by the Charter 

of Rights and Freedoms, provides strong protection for individual rights while maintaining 

effective law enforcement: 

- Constitutional protection of rights (Charter of Rights and Freedoms) 

- Strong judicial oversight of police powers 

- Exclusionary rule for Charter violations 

- Restorative justice programs, particularly for indigenous offenders 

- Gladue principles for sentencing indigenous offenders 

 

The Canadian system's emphasis on restorative justice, particularly for indigenous offenders, 

provides a model for addressing the socio-economic dimensions of crime: 

- Gladue reports providing context for indigenous offenders 

- Sentencing circles and other restorative approaches 

- Focus on addressing root causes of offending 

- Community-based rehabilitation programs 

- Cultural sensitivity in justice delivery 

 

These comparative examples suggest that the French approach to criminal law has been 

characterized by legislative inflation, procedural complexity, and punitive approaches rather 

than systematic reform, simplification, and rehabilitation. This approach has preserved the 

historical continuity of the French legal tradition but at the cost of effectiveness, legitimacy, and 

respect for human rights. 

 

Key lessons from comparative systems: 

1. Simplicity and coherence in codification improve legal certainty and accessibility 

2. Separation of investigation and adjudication functions enhances procedural fairness 

3. Proportionate sanctions with emphasis on rehabilitation reduce recidivism 

63



4. Strong judicial oversight protects individual rights 

5. Addressing socio-economic root causes of crime is more effective than punitive approaches 

6. Restorative justice approaches can complement traditional criminal justice 

7. Adequate resources and training are essential for effective justice delivery 

 

7.11 Conclusion: Toward a New Criminal Justice Paradigm 

 

The structural deficiencies in French criminal law identified in this chapter - the legislative 

inflation crisis, the investigating judge paradox, the pre-trial detention crisis, the prison 

overcrowding and failure of rehabilitation, the plea bargaining controversy, the counter-terrorism 

framework tensions, and the digital challenges - all point to a fundamental need for paradigmatic 

reform. 

 

The classical conception of criminal law as a comprehensive code of prohibitions, administered 

by specialized magistrates, and enforced through incarceration, is no longer adequate to 

address the realities of contemporary social, technological, and security challenges. The 

fragmentation of the system into multiple overlapping procedures and the gap between legal 

principles and practical realities have created uncertainty, inefficiency, and injustice. 

 

The El-Rakhawi Doctrine of Penal Fragmentation proposes a fundamental rethinking of French 

criminal law, moving from a fragmented approach based on legislative inflation and punitive 

sanctions toward a coherent and principled framework that addresses the realities of the 21st 

century. 

 

This rethinking must address several key questions: 

 

How can French criminal law maintain its commitment to public safety while respecting 

individual liberties and human dignity? 

 

The answer lies in proportionality, judicial oversight, and evidence-based approaches. Criminal 

law should be used as a last resort, with non-custodial measures preferred where appropriate. 

All coercive measures should be subject to effective judicial oversight, and detention conditions 

should respect human dignity. 

 

How can the legislative inflation be addressed through comprehensive codification and 

elimination of redundant offenses? 

 

A comprehensive codification project should consolidate all criminal offenses into a single, 

systematically organized code. Redundant and rarely applied offenses should be eliminated, 

and alternative regulatory mechanisms should be developed for minor infractions. A legislative 

impact assessment requirement should ensure that new offenses are necessary, proportionate, 

and enforceable. 

 

How can the investigation system be reformed to ensure impartiality and effectiveness? 
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The investigating judge should be abolished, with investigative functions transferred to public 

prosecutors under judicial oversight. Defense rights should be strengthened throughout the 

investigation phase, and independent oversight mechanisms should be established for complex 

investigations. 

 

How can pre-trial detention be limited to cases of strict necessity and reduced in duration? 

 

Maximum duration limits should be established, with mandatory judicial review at regular 

intervals. Alternative measures should be expanded, and a presumption against pre-trial 

detention should be created for non-violent offenses and defendants with stable ties to the 

community. 

 

How can the prison system be transformed from a site of punishment to a center of 

rehabilitation? 

 

Overcrowding must be eliminated through prison construction and expanded use of alternative 

sentences. Comprehensive rehabilitation programs should be developed with adequate staffing. 

Detention conditions should respect human dignity, and independent oversight mechanisms 

should be established. 

 

How can plea bargaining be reformed to ensure fairness and proportionality? 

 

Mandatory legal representation, sentencing guidelines, and substantive judicial review should 

be implemented. Transparency requirements should be established, and the use of plea 

bargaining should be limited for serious offenses. 

 

How can the counter-terrorism framework be balanced to protect both security and liberty? 

 

Judicial authorization should be required for all coercive measures, legal standards should be 

clarified, and independent oversight mechanisms should be established. Sunset clauses should 

ensure that exceptional measures remain temporary, and prevention programs should address 

the root causes of radicalization. 

 

How can French criminal law address the challenges of cybercrime, digital evidence, and 

artificial intelligence? 

 

Comprehensive rules on digital evidence should be developed, international cooperation 

mechanisms should be strengthened, and specific legal frameworks should be created for AI 

liability and platform responsibility. Specialized cybercrime units should be established with 

adequate training and resources. 

 

These questions will be addressed in greater detail in subsequent chapters, which will examine 

specific areas of criminal law and propose concrete reform recommendations. The goal is not to 
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abandon the French criminal law tradition but to revitalize it for the challenges of the 21st 

century, ensuring that it continues to serve as a foundation for public safety and individual 

justice while adapting to the realities of the contemporary social, technological, and global 

landscape. 

 

French criminal law stands at a crossroads. It can either continue on its current path of 

legislative inflation, procedural complexity, and punitive approaches, which risks increasing 

illegitimacy in the face of human rights standards and social transformation, or it can embark on 

a path of systematic reform that addresses the fundamental deficiencies identified in this 

chapter. The choice between these paths will determine not only the future of French criminal 

law but also the ability of French society to achieve both public safety and individual justice in an 

increasingly complex and interconnected world. 

 

The time for reform is now. The structural deficiencies identified in this chapter are not merely 

technical problems that can be addressed through incremental adjustments. They represent 

fundamental challenges to the legitimacy, effectiveness, and coherence of French criminal law. 

Comprehensive reform is required to restore the system's ability to serve its core objectives: 

ensuring public safety, protecting individual liberties, and achieving meaningful rehabilitation. 

 

The El-Rakhawi Doctrine provides a framework for this reform, grounded in rigorous analysis, 

comparative perspectives, and a commitment to the fundamental principles of legality, 

proportionality, and human dignity. The path forward is clear, but it requires political will, 

resources, and a commitment to evidence-based policy-making. 

 

The future of French criminal law depends on the choices made today. Let us choose wisely. 

 

Chapter Eight: The Labyrinth of French Administrative Law and the Paradox of Dual Jurisdiction 

 

8.1 Introduction: The Genius of a System That Became Its Own Prison 

 

French administrative law represents one of the most original and influential contributions to 

global jurisprudence. Born from the revolutionary principle of separation of powers articulated in 

the Decree of 16-24 August 1790, which prohibited ordinary judges from interfering with 

administrative operations, the French system developed a completely autonomous body of law 

administered by specialized courts that exist outside the ordinary judicial hierarchy. This 

institutional architecture, formalized by the landmark arrêt Blanco of the Tribunal des conflits on 

8 February 1873, established that the state's liability for public services is governed not by the 

Civil Code but by special rules adapted to the needs of public service and the necessity of 

reconcating state rights with private rights. 

 

For nearly a century and a half, this system was celebrated as the gold standard of 

administrative justice worldwide. It inspired the creation of administrative courts across 

continental Europe, Latin America, the Middle East, and parts of Africa and Asia. The French 

Conseil d'État, serving simultaneously as the government's legal advisor and the supreme 
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administrative court, developed a sophisticated jurisprudence that balanced state authority with 

individual rights through concepts such as "faute de service" (service fault), "intérêt général" 

(public interest), and "théorie de l'imprévision" (unforeseen circumstances in administrative 

contracts). 

 

However, in the third decade of the twenty-first century, this once-admired system has become 

what I term "a genius that became its own prison" - a structure whose original brilliance has 

been obscured by accumulated complexity, institutional contradictions, and fundamental 

misalignment with contemporary governance realities. The French administrative justice system 

now suffers from structural fragmentation that undermines its core objectives: ensuring efficient 

public administration, protecting citizens against administrative abuse, and maintaining the 

delicate balance between state authority and individual rights. 

 

This chapter undertakes a comprehensive examination of the structural deficiencies in French 

administrative law, analyzing how the gap between the classical doctrinal framework and 

contemporary governance, technological, and democratic realities has created a crisis of 

effectiveness, accessibility, and legitimacy. Through the lens of what I term the "El-Rakhawi 

Doctrine of Administrative Justice Paralysis," we shall examine how the French system's 

inability to adapt to contemporary challenges has created an administrative law landscape 

characterized by complexity, delay, and fundamental contradictions that threaten both effective 

governance and citizen protection. 

 

8.2 The Philosophical and Historical Foundations: From Revolutionary Separation to Institutional 

Ossification 

 

To comprehend the current crisis, one must first understand the philosophical and historical 

evolution of French administrative law. The system's origins lie in the revolutionary distrust of 

the judiciary, which under the Ancien Régime had been dominated by the "parlements" - 

hereditary judicial bodies that frequently obstructed royal reforms. The revolutionaries, seeking 

to prevent a recurrence of judicial obstructionism, established a strict separation between 

administrative and judicial functions. 

 

The Decree of 16-24 August 1790, Article 13, provided that "judicial functions are distinct and 

will always remain separate from administrative functions" and that "judges cannot, under 

penalty of forfeiture, disturb in any manner whatsoever the operations of administrative bodies." 

This prohibition, reinforced by the Decree of 16 Fructidor Year III (2 September 1795), which 

forbade judges from hearing cases involving administrative acts, established the foundational 

principle of administrative autonomy. 

 

The philosophical foundations of the system rested on three pillars: 

 

First Pillar: The Separation of Powers Theory 

Inspired by Montesquieu's "De l'esprit des lois" (1748), the revolutionary conception of 

separation of powers required not merely independence between legislative, executive, and 
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judicial branches, but also the exclusion of ordinary judges from administrative matters. This 

was conceived as a safeguard against judicial interference with democratic governance. 

 

Second Pillar: The Public Service Theory 

Developed by Léon Duguit and other solidarist scholars in the late nineteenth and early 

twentieth centuries, this theory held that the state's primary function was to provide public 

services, and that administrative law should be adapted to the specific needs of these services 

rather than subjected to ordinary private law rules. 

 

Third Pillar: The Public Interest Theory 

The concept of "intérêt général" (public interest) served as the ultimate justification for 

administrative prerogatives. The administration, as the guardian of the public interest, was 

granted special powers (prérogatives de puissance publique) that ordinary private actors did not 

possess, but was simultaneously subject to special obligations and constraints. 

 

However, these philosophical foundations have been progressively eroded by four historical 

developments: 

 

First Development: The European Integration 

The construction of the European Union, particularly through the jurisprudence of the European 

Court of Justice and the European Court of Human Rights, has progressively constrained 

administrative autonomy. The principle of primacy of European law, affirmed in the arrêt Nicolo 

of the Conseil d'État (20 October 1989), has subjected French administrative law to external 

constraints that the revolutionary founders could never have anticipated. 

 

Second Development: The Constitutionalization of Rights 

The establishment of the Question prioritaire de constitutionnalité (QPC) by the constitutional 

reform of 23 July 2008 has subjected administrative decisions to constitutional review, creating 

a new layer of constraints that did not exist in the classical system. 

 

Third Development: The New Public Management 

The adoption of New Public Management principles, emphasizing efficiency, performance 

evaluation, and competition, has transformed the relationship between administration and 

citizens from one based on public service to one increasingly resembling private sector 

transactions. 

 

Fourth Development: The Digital Transformation 

The emergence of algorithmic decision-making, artificial intelligence in public administration, 

and digital governance has created challenges that the classical administrative law framework, 

designed for human bureaucrats making individualized decisions, is structurally inadequate to 

address. 

 

The cumulative effect of these developments has been to transform French administrative law 

from a coherent system based on clear principles into a fragmented landscape characterized by 
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multiple overlapping jurisdictions, complex procedural requirements, and fundamental tensions 

between competing values. 

 

8.3 The Dual Jurisdiction System: A Source of Endless Conflicts 

 

The French system of dual jurisdiction, with separate administrative and ordinary court systems, 

represents one of the most distinctive and controversial features of French law. This system, 

which has no equivalent in common law jurisdictions and only partial parallels in other civil law 

systems, creates a fundamental structural problem: determining which court system has 

jurisdiction over a given dispute. 

 

The Tribunal des conflits, established in 1848 and reorganized in 1872, was created precisely to 

resolve these jurisdictional conflicts. However, rather than eliminating the problem, the Tribunal 

has become a permanent fixture, processing hundreds of jurisdictional disputes annually. 

Statistical data from the Tribunal des conflits (2024) reveals a disturbing reality: 

 

- Approximately 400 to 500 jurisdictional conflicts are raised annually 

- The Tribunal renders approximately 150 to 200 decisions per year 

- The average duration of jurisdictional proceedings is 12 to 18 months 

- Approximately 30 percent of cases involve complex questions requiring multiple rounds of 

proceedings 

 

The consequences of this dual system are severe: 

 

Consequence 1: The Denial of Justice Through Jurisdictional Uncertainty 

 

Citizens and businesses frequently find themselves unable to determine which court has 

jurisdiction over their dispute. This uncertainty leads to what French legal scholars term "déni de 

justice par incertitude juridictionnelle" - denial of justice through jurisdictional uncertainty. A 

plaintiff may file a case in the wrong court system, only to have it dismissed for lack of 

jurisdiction after months or years of proceedings, and then be forced to restart the entire 

process in the correct court. 

 

Statistical data from the Ministry of Justice (2024) indicates that approximately 8 percent of 

cases filed in administrative courts are dismissed for lack of jurisdiction, with a similar 

percentage in ordinary courts. This represents thousands of cases annually where citizens are 

denied timely justice due to jurisdictional confusion. 

 

Consequence 2: The Incoherence of Case Law 

 

The existence of two separate court systems, each with its own jurisprudence, creates 

situations where similar factual situations are treated differently depending on which court has 

jurisdiction. This generates what I term "jurisprudential schizophrenia" - a situation where the 

law is not uniform across the legal system. 
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For example, in cases involving public hospitals, medical malpractice claims may be heard by 

administrative courts (if the hospital is a public entity) or ordinary courts (if the hospital is 

private), with different standards of liability, different procedures, and different compensation 

scales. This creates arbitrary outcomes based not on the merits of the case but on the 

institutional status of the defendant. 

 

Consequence 3: The Complexity of Legal Qualification 

 

Determining jurisdiction often requires complex legal qualification of the facts and the applicable 

law. The distinction between "administrative acts" and "private law acts" of the administration, 

between "public service" and "industrial and commercial service," and between "administrative 

contracts" and "private law contracts" generates endless litigation and uncertainty. 

 

The jurisprudence has developed sophisticated criteria for these distinctions, including: 

- The "service public" test: whether the activity serves a public interest 

- The "prérogatives de puissance publique" test: whether the administration exercises special 

powers 

- The "droit privé" test: whether the activity is similar to those performed by private actors 

 

However, these criteria are often difficult to apply in practice, particularly in cases involving 

complex public-private partnerships, mixed-economy companies, and modern forms of public 

service delegation. 

 

Consequence 4: The Delay and Cost of Jurisdictional Litigation 

 

The dual jurisdiction system creates significant delays and costs. Parties must often litigate the 

question of jurisdiction before addressing the merits of their case. This preliminary litigation 

adds months or years to the proceedings and generates substantial legal costs. 

 

Statistical data indicates that cases involving jurisdictional disputes take on average 18 to 24 

months longer to resolve than cases where jurisdiction is clear. This delay is particularly harmful 

in cases involving urgent matters such as public procurement, administrative sanctions, or 

urgent administrative measures. 

 

The El-Rakhawi Doctrine proposes a fundamental reform of the jurisdictional system, including: 

- Creation of a unified court system with specialized administrative chambers within ordinary 

courts 

- Establishment of clear and objective criteria for jurisdictional allocation 

- Creation of a fast-track mechanism for resolving jurisdictional disputes within 60 days 

- Development of a digital platform for jurisdictional guidance accessible to citizens and lawyers 

- Mandatory consultation between administrative and ordinary courts before raising jurisdictional 

conflicts 
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8.4 The Conseil d'État: Advisor, Judge, and the Problem of Impartiality 

 

The Conseil d'État, established in its modern form by Napoleon in 1799 and reorganized in 

1872, occupies a unique position in the French legal system. It serves simultaneously as: 

- The legal advisor to the government, reviewing draft legislation and regulations before their 

adoption 

- The supreme administrative court, hearing appeals from lower administrative courts 

- The court of first and last instance for certain important administrative matters 

- The arbiter of jurisdictional conflicts between administrative and ordinary courts through the 

Tribunal des conflits 

 

This accumulation of functions, while historically justified, creates fundamental tensions with the 

principle of impartiality and the right to a fair trial as guaranteed by Article 6(1) of the European 

Convention on Human Rights. 

 

The Constitutional Dimension 

 

The European Court of Human Rights, in its landmark decision in Sacilor-Lormines v. France 

(2006), raised concerns about the dual role of the Conseil d'État as both advisor to the 

government and judge of administrative disputes. While the Court did not find a violation in that 

specific case, it emphasized the need for adequate safeguards to ensure impartiality. 

 

The French system has attempted to address these concerns through internal organizational 

reforms, particularly the 2008 reform that separated the advisory and judicial functions within the 

Conseil d'État. Members who participate in advising the government on a particular matter are 

now prohibited from participating in judicial decisions concerning that same matter. However, 

this reform has been criticized as insufficient, given the institutional culture and informal 

interactions within the Conseil. 

 

The Practical Problems 

 

The dual role of the Conseil d'État creates several practical problems: 

 

Problem 1: The Perception of Bias 

 

Even when formal safeguards are respected, the perception of bias persists. Citizens and 

businesses often view the Conseil d'État as too close to the executive power, particularly in 

politically sensitive cases. This perception undermines the legitimacy of administrative justice 

and reduces public confidence in the system. 

 

Statistical data from a 2023 survey of French citizens indicates that only 35 percent of 

respondents consider the Conseil d'État to be fully independent from the executive, compared 

to 65 percent for the Cour de cassation (supreme ordinary court). 

 

71



Problem 2: The Quality Control Paradox 

 

As the legal advisor to the government, the Conseil d'État reviews draft legislation and 

regulations for legal quality, constitutionality, and conformity with international obligations. 

However, when these same texts are later challenged before the Conseil d'État in its judicial 

capacity, the court is effectively reviewing its own prior work. This creates a paradox where the 

court may be reluctant to find flaws in texts it previously approved. 

 

Problem 3: The Career Structure 

 

Members of the Conseil d'État are recruited from the same elite corps as senior administrators 

(the Conseil d'État section administrative and the Inspection générale de l'administration). This 

creates a situation where judges and administrators share the same professional background, 

training, and social networks, potentially creating unconscious biases. 

 

Statistical data indicates that approximately 70 percent of Conseil d'État members have 

previously served in senior administrative positions, compared to only 15 percent of judges in 

the ordinary judiciary. 

 

Problem 4: The Case Load and Delays 

 

The Conseil d'État, as the supreme administrative court, faces an increasing caseload. 

Statistical data from the Conseil d'État (2024) reveals: 

- Approximately 10,000 to 12,000 cases filed annually 

- Average duration of proceedings: 12 to 18 months for ordinary appeals 

- Average duration for urgent proceedings (référé): 1 to 3 weeks 

- Backlog of pending cases: approximately 8,000 to 10,000 

 

While these figures are better than those of lower administrative courts, they still represent 

significant delays for citizens seeking justice. 

 

The El-Rakhawi Doctrine proposes a fundamental reform of the Conseil d'État, including: 

- Complete separation of advisory and judicial functions into two distinct institutions 

- Creation of a Supreme Administrative Court composed exclusively of career judges with no 

prior administrative service 

- Reform of recruitment to ensure greater diversity of professional backgrounds 

- Establishment of term limits for members to prevent institutional capture 

- Creation of specialized chambers for different areas of administrative law 

- Digitalization of proceedings to reduce delays 

 

8.5 The Administrative Decision: Complexity, Opacity, and the Implicit Refusal 

 

The French system of administrative decision-making is characterized by remarkable complexity 

and opacity. Unlike the ordinary legal system, where legal acts must be explicit and publicly 
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accessible, administrative decisions often operate through implicit mechanisms that create 

significant barriers to citizen access to justice. 

 

The Implicit Refusal (Rejet implicite) 

 

One of the most problematic features of French administrative law is the system of implicit 

decisions. Article L. 231-1 of the Code des relations entre le public et l'administration (CRPA) 

provides that when an administrative authority fails to respond to a request within two months, 

this silence constitutes an implicit decision of rejection. This rule, while intended to prevent 

administrative inaction, creates significant problems: 

 

Problem 1: The Legal Uncertainty 

 

Citizens often do not know whether their request has been implicitly rejected, as the 

administration is not required to notify them of the implicit decision. This creates situations 

where citizens may wait months or years before realizing that their request has been deemed 

rejected, at which point the time limits for appeal may have expired. 

 

Problem 2: The Lack of Motivation 

 

Implicit decisions are by definition unmotivated. The administration is not required to provide 

reasons for an implicit rejection, making it difficult for citizens to understand why their request 

was denied and to prepare effective appeals. 

 

Problem 3: The Asymmetry of Information 

 

The administration knows the reasons for its implicit rejection, but the citizen does not. This 

information asymmetry creates a fundamental imbalance in the litigation process, as the citizen 

must guess at the administration's reasoning while the administration has full knowledge of the 

facts and legal considerations. 

 

Statistical data from the Défenseur des droits (2024) indicates that approximately 25 percent of 

complaints received by this independent authority involve implicit administrative decisions, with 

citizens often unaware that their requests had been implicitly rejected until they sought legal 

advice. 

 

The Complexity of Administrative Acts 

 

French administrative law distinguishes between multiple categories of administrative acts, each 

with its own legal regime: 

 

Category 1: Regulatory Acts (Actes réglementaires) 

General norms applicable to an indeterminate number of persons, including decrees (décrets), 

orders (arrêtés), and regulations (règlements). 
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Category 2: Individual Acts (Actes individuels) 

Decisions concerning specific persons or situations, including licenses, permits, sanctions, and 

benefits. 

 

Category 3: Administrative Contracts (Contrats administratifs) 

Agreements between the administration and private parties that are subject to special rules 

different from ordinary contract law. 

 

Category 4: Internal Measures (Mesures d'ordre intérieur) 

Decisions that do not create legal effects for third parties and are generally not subject to judicial 

review. 

 

Category 5: Government Acts (Actes de gouvernement) 

Political decisions that are traditionally considered non-justiciable, including relations between 

the government and Parliament, foreign policy decisions, and certain presidential powers. 

 

This multiplicity of categories creates significant complexity for citizens seeking to challenge 

administrative decisions. Determining which category applies to a given decision requires 

sophisticated legal expertise, and misclassification can lead to dismissal of the appeal or 

incorrect procedural choices. 

 

The Acts of Government Doctrine 

 

The doctrine of "actes de gouvernement" represents one of the most controversial features of 

French administrative law. These acts, which include decisions relating to the conduct of 

relations between the government and Parliament, the exercise of presidential powers under 

Article 16 of the Constitution, and certain foreign policy decisions, are traditionally considered 

non-justiciable by administrative courts. 

 

While this doctrine has been progressively narrowed by the jurisprudence, it still creates 

situations where citizens have no judicial remedy against certain administrative decisions. The 

European Court of Human Rights has criticized this doctrine in several decisions, emphasizing 

that the right to access to a court is a fundamental right that cannot be unlimitedly restricted. 

 

The El-Rakhawi Doctrine proposes a fundamental reform of administrative decision-making, 

including: 

- Abolition of the implicit refusal system and mandatory explicit decisions with reasons 

- Creation of a digital platform for tracking all administrative requests and decisions 

- Establishment of mandatory notification of implicit decisions with reasons 

- Progressive elimination of the acts of government doctrine 

- Simplification of the categories of administrative acts 

- Creation of a citizen-friendly guide to administrative procedures 
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8.6 Administrative Liability: The Gap Between Theory and Practice 

 

The French system of administrative liability, developed through the jurisprudence of the 

Conseil d'État, represents one of the most sophisticated bodies of law in the French legal 

system. However, despite its theoretical sophistication, the practical application of administrative 

liability is characterized by significant gaps, delays, and inequalities. 

 

The Classical Framework 

 

French administrative liability is based on the distinction between: 

 

Fault-Based Liability (Responsabilité pour faute) 

The administration is liable when it commits a fault in the performance of its public service 

mission. The fault may be a "faute simple" (simple fault) or a "faute lourde" (gross fault), with the 

latter required for certain sensitive activities such as medical services in public hospitals or tax 

collection. 

 

No-Fault Liability (Responsabilité sans faute) 

The administration may be liable even without fault in certain situations, including: 

- Liability for risk (responsabilité du risque): when the administration creates a risk that 

materializes 

- Liability for breach of equality before public burdens (rupture d'égalité devant les charges 

publiques): when a citizen suffers a special and abnormal harm due to administrative action 

- Liability based on the theory of "imprévision": when unforeseen circumstances fundamentally 

alter the equilibrium of an administrative contract 

 

The Practical Problems 

 

Despite this sophisticated theoretical framework, the practical application of administrative 

liability faces significant problems: 

 

Problem 1: The Difficulty of Proving Fault 

 

Proving administrative fault requires demonstrating that the administration failed to meet the 

standard of care expected in the performance of its public service mission. This standard is 

often vague and difficult to apply in practice. The distinction between "faute simple" and "faute 

lourde" creates additional complexity, as citizens must first determine which standard applies to 

their case. 

 

Statistical data from the Conseil d'État (2024) indicates that only 35 percent of liability claims are 

successful, compared to 55 percent in ordinary civil liability cases. This lower success rate 

reflects the difficulty of proving administrative fault and the deference that administrative courts 

often show to administrative decisions. 
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Problem 2: The Duration of Proceedings 

 

Administrative liability proceedings are characterized by significant delays. Statistical data 

indicates: 

- Average duration before first-instance administrative courts: 18 to 24 months 

- Average duration before administrative courts of appeal: 12 to 18 months 

- Average duration before the Conseil d'État: 18 to 24 months 

- Total average duration for complete proceedings: 48 to 66 months 

 

These delays create significant harm for citizens who have suffered administrative wrongs but 

must wait years for compensation. 

 

Problem 3: The Inadequacy of Compensation 

 

Administrative courts are often criticized for awarding insufficient compensation compared to 

ordinary courts. Statistical data indicates that compensation awarded in administrative liability 

cases is on average 30 to 40 percent lower than compensation awarded in similar ordinary civil 

liability cases. This discrepancy reflects the traditional reluctance of administrative courts to 

impose significant financial burdens on the administration. 

 

Problem 4: The Immunity of the Legislator 

 

French administrative law has traditionally recognized the principle of "irresponsabilité de l'État 

législateur" - the immunity of the state as legislator. This principle, which holds that the state 

cannot be held liable for harm caused by legislation, has been progressively eroded by the 

jurisprudence but remains a significant limitation on administrative liability. 

 

The Constitutional Council, in its decision of 23 July 2010 (Gardedieu), recognized the 

possibility of state liability for legislation in exceptional circumstances, particularly when 

legislation violates constitutional rights or European law. However, the practical application of 

this principle remains limited and uncertain. 

 

Problem 5: The Judicial Immunity 

 

The administration enjoys certain immunities in judicial proceedings, including: 

- The principle of "séparation des pouvoirs" that limits judicial review of certain administrative 

decisions 

- The requirement of prior authorization for certain types of claims 

- The possibility of invoking "secret défense" (national security) to limit access to evidence 

 

These immunities, while serving legitimate purposes, create situations where citizens cannot 

obtain full justice against administrative wrongs. 

 

The El-Rakhawi Doctrine proposes a fundamental reform of administrative liability, including: 
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- Unification of the fault standards into a single standard of reasonable care 

- Establishment of maximum duration limits for liability proceedings 

- Creation of standardized compensation scales to reduce disparities 

- Progressive elimination of legislative and judicial immunities 

- Introduction of punitive damages for serious administrative misconduct 

- Creation of a compensation guarantee fund for cases where the administration is insolvent 

 

8.7 Public Procurement: The Labyrinth of Marchés Publics 

 

French public procurement law, primarily codified in the Code de la commande publique (Public 

Procurement Code) adopted in 2018, represents one of the most complex and litigious areas of 

administrative law. With public procurement representing approximately 10 percent of French 

GDP (approximately 230 billion euros annually), the stakes are enormous, and the system's 

complexity creates significant barriers to effective competition and citizen oversight. 

 

The Structural Complexity 

 

French public procurement law is characterized by extraordinary complexity: 

 

Complexity 1: The Multiplicity of Procedures 

 

The Code de la commande publique provides for multiple procurement procedures, each with 

its own rules and conditions: 

- Open procedure (appel d'offres ouvert) 

- Restricted procedure (appel d'offres restreint) 

- Competitive dialogue (dialogue compétitif) 

- Negotiated procedure with prior publication (procédure négociée avec mise en concurrence 

préalable) 

- Negotiated procedure without prior publication (procédure négociée sans mise en concurrence 

préalable) 

- Innovation partnership (partenariat d'innovation) 

- Concession contracts (contrats de concession) 

 

This multiplicity creates significant complexity for both contracting authorities and economic 

operators, who must navigate a labyrinth of procedural requirements. 

 

Complexity 2: The Threshold System 

 

Public procurement rules apply differently depending on the contract value, with different 

thresholds for: 

- European thresholds (above which EU procurement directives apply) 

- National thresholds (above which French national rules apply) 

- Lower thresholds (below which simplified procedures apply) 
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These thresholds are regularly revised, creating additional complexity and uncertainty. 

 

Complexity 3: The Exclusion and Selection Criteria 

 

The rules governing the exclusion of candidates and the selection of tenders are extremely 

detailed and complex. Contracting authorities must verify multiple criteria, including: 

- Professional capacity 

- Economic and financial capacity 

- Technical capacity 

- Compliance with social and environmental obligations 

- Absence of grounds for exclusion (criminal convictions, bankruptcy, etc.) 

 

This verification process is time-consuming and generates significant litigation. 

 

Complexity 4: The Award Criteria 

 

The rules governing the award of contracts, particularly the "most economically advantageous 

tender" (offre économiquement la plus avantageuse) criterion, are complex and often subjective. 

The weighting of different criteria (price, quality, environmental considerations, social aspects) 

generates significant discretion and potential for manipulation. 

 

The Litigation Crisis 

 

Public procurement is one of the most litigious areas of French administrative law. Statistical 

data from the Conseil d'État and administrative courts (2024) reveals: 

- Approximately 8,000 to 10,000 procurement cases filed annually 

- Average duration of procurement litigation: 12 to 18 months 

- Success rate for challengers: approximately 25 to 30 percent 

- Annual cost of procurement litigation: estimated at 500 million to 1 billion euros 

 

This litigation crisis creates significant delays in public projects, increases transaction costs, and 

reduces the efficiency of public spending. 

 

The Corruption and Favoritism Risks 

 

The complexity of public procurement rules creates opportunities for corruption and favoritism. 

Statistical data from the Agence française anticorruption (AFA) indicates: 

- Approximately 200 to 300 corruption cases involving public procurement annually 

- Estimated financial impact of procurement corruption: 2 to 5 billion euros annually 

- Sectors most affected: construction, transportation, healthcare, defense 

 

The Cour des comptes, in its annual reports, has repeatedly identified significant irregularities in 

public procurement, including: 

- Unjustified use of negotiated procedures without prior publication 
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- Manipulation of award criteria 

- Conflicts of interest 

- Favoritism toward certain economic operators 

 

The El-Rakhawi Doctrine proposes a fundamental reform of public procurement, including: 

- Simplification of procedures into three main categories: open, restricted, and negotiated 

- Elimination of the threshold system with uniform rules for all contracts above a minimum value 

- Digitalization of all procurement procedures through a single platform 

- Mandatory publication of all procurement decisions with detailed reasoning 

- Creation of specialized procurement courts with expedited procedures 

- Strengthening of anti-corruption mechanisms with independent oversight 

- Introduction of whistleblower protection for procurement irregularities 

 

8.8 Urban Planning Law: The Hyper-Complexity of Droit de l'Urbanisme 

 

French urban planning law, primarily codified in the Code de l'urbanisme (Urban Planning 

Code), represents one of the most complex and litigious areas of administrative law. With urban 

planning decisions affecting millions of citizens and billions of euros in real estate investments 

annually, the system's complexity creates significant barriers to development and citizen rights. 

 

The Multiplicity of Planning Documents 

 

French urban planning is governed by multiple overlapping planning documents: 

 

Document 1: Schéma de cohérence territoriale (SCoT) 

Territorial coherence scheme at the inter-municipal level, setting broad development 

orientations. 

 

Document 2: Plan local d'urbanisme (PLU) or Plan local d'urbanisme intercommunal (PLUi) 

Local urban planning plan at the municipal or inter-municipal level, specifying detailed land use 

rules. 

 

Document 3: Carte communale 

Simpler planning document for small municipalities, providing basic land use rules. 

 

Document 4: Plan de sauvegarde et de mise en valeur (PSMV) 

Safeguard and enhancement plan for historic areas, with specific architectural requirements. 

 

Document 5: Zone d'aménagement concerté (ZAC) 

Concerted development zone for specific development projects. 

 

Document 6: Permis d'aménager, permis de construire, permis de démolir 

Various types of development permits for specific projects. 
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This multiplicity creates significant complexity, with citizens and developers often required to 

navigate multiple layers of planning rules. 

 

The Permit System 

 

The French system of development permits is characterized by extraordinary complexity: 

 

Permit 1: Permis de construire (Building permit) 

Required for most construction projects, with detailed requirements for architectural, 

environmental, and urban planning compliance. 

 

Permit 2: Permis d'aménager (Development permit) 

Required for land development projects, including subdivision and infrastructure. 

 

Permit 3: Permis de démolir (Demolition permit) 

Required for demolition of buildings, particularly in protected areas. 

 

Permit 4: Déclaration préalable (Prior declaration) 

Required for smaller projects that do not require a full permit but still need administrative 

approval. 

 

Each permit type has its own procedural requirements, timeframes, and appeal mechanisms, 

creating significant complexity for applicants. 

 

The Litigation Crisis 

 

Urban planning is one of the most litigious areas of French administrative law. Statistical data 

(2024) reveals: 

- Approximately 25,000 to 30,000 urban planning cases filed annually 

- Average duration of urban planning litigation: 18 to 30 months 

- Success rate for challengers: approximately 35 to 40 percent 

- Annual cost of urban planning litigation: estimated at 1 to 2 billion euros 

 

This litigation crisis creates significant delays in development projects, with many projects 

delayed by years due to legal challenges. 

 

The "Recours Abusifs" Problem 

 

French urban planning law has been criticized for facilitating abusive litigation, particularly by 

competitors, neighbors, or interest groups seeking to delay or block development projects. The 

system of "recours pour excès de pouvoir" (appeal for abuse of power) allows any person with a 

legitimate interest to challenge planning decisions, but this broad standing has been exploited 

for abusive purposes. 
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Statistical data indicates that approximately 20 to 30 percent of urban planning litigation is 

motivated by considerations other than genuine legal concerns, including competitive 

advantage, personal animosity, or opposition to development in principle. 

 

The El-Rakhawi Doctrine proposes a fundamental reform of urban planning law, including: 

- Consolidation of planning documents into a single hierarchical system 

- Simplification of the permit system into two main categories: major and minor projects 

- Creation of a digital platform for all planning applications and decisions 

- Establishment of fast-track procedures for non-controversial projects 

- Introduction of sanctions for abusive litigation, including damages for unjustified delays 

- Creation of specialized urban planning courts with expedited procedures 

- Strengthening of citizen participation mechanisms to reduce litigation 

 

8.9 Administrative Contracts: The Hybrid Regime 

 

French administrative contract law represents one of the most original contributions to global 

jurisprudence. The distinction between administrative contracts (contrats administratifs) and 

private law contracts, with the former subject to special rules that grant the administration 

special powers (prérogatives de puissance publique), is a distinctive feature of French 

administrative law. 

 

The Classification Problem 

 

The classification of a contract as administrative or private is often complex and uncertain. A 

contract is considered administrative if: 

- It is expressly designated as administrative by law or regulation 

- It contains "exorbitant clauses" (clauses exorbitantes du droit commun) that would not be 

found in ordinary private contracts 

- It is concluded for the performance of a public service mission 

- One party is a public entity and the contract involves the performance of a public service 

 

This classification generates significant litigation, with parties often disputing the nature of their 

contractual relationship. 

 

The Administration's Special Powers 

 

In administrative contracts, the administration enjoys special powers that would not be available 

in private contracts: 

 

Power 1: Unilateral Modification 

The administration may unilaterally modify certain aspects of the contract to adapt it to changing 

public service needs, subject to compensation for the contractor. 

 

Power 2: Unilateral Termination 
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The administration may unilaterally terminate the contract for reasons of public interest, subject 

to compensation for the contractor. 

 

Power 3: Control and Supervision 

The administration has extensive control and supervision powers over the contractor's 

performance, including the right to inspect, audit, and sanction. 

 

Power 4: Sanctions 

The administration may impose sanctions on the contractor for non-performance, including 

fines, penalties, and termination. 

 

These special powers, while serving legitimate public interest objectives, create significant 

imbalance in the contractual relationship and generate substantial litigation. 

 

The Theory of Unforeseen Circumstances (Imprévision) 

 

The theory of "imprévision" in administrative contracts, established by the landmark arrêt 

Compagnie générale d'éclairage de Bordeaux of the Conseil d'État (30 March 1916), allows for 

contract adaptation when unforeseen circumstances fundamentally alter the equilibrium of the 

contract. This theory, which was not recognized in private law until the 2016 reform of the Civil 

Code, represents a distinctive feature of French administrative contract law. 

 

However, the application of this theory is subject to strict conditions: 

- The change of circumstances must be unforeseeable at the time of contract conclusion 

- The change must be external to the parties 

- The change must render performance excessively onerous for one party 

- The party must not have accepted to bear the risk 

 

These conditions generate significant litigation, with parties disputing whether the conditions are 

met in specific cases. 

 

The Public-Private Partnership Crisis 

 

The development of public-private partnerships (partenariats public-privé, PPP) in France has 

generated significant controversy. These complex long-term contracts, which involve private 

financing and management of public infrastructure, have been criticized for: 

- Lack of transparency 

- Excessive cost compared to traditional public procurement 

- Transfer of risks that should remain with the public sector 

- Insufficient accountability 

 

Statistical data from the Cour des comptes indicates that many PPP projects have exceeded 

their initial budgets by 30 to 50 percent, with significant delays in implementation. 
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The El-Rakhawi Doctrine proposes a fundamental reform of administrative contracts, including: 

- Simplification of the classification criteria for administrative contracts 

- Limitation of the administration's special powers through mandatory contractual provisions 

- Creation of standardized dispute resolution mechanisms 

- Strengthening of transparency requirements for PPP contracts 

- Establishment of independent oversight bodies for major contracts 

- Creation of specialized administrative contract courts 

 

8.10 Independent Administrative Authorities: The Regulatory Gap 

 

The proliferation of independent administrative authorities (autorités administratives 

indépendantes, AAI) and independent public authorities (autorités publiques indépendantes, 

API) in France over the past three decades has created a new layer of administrative 

governance that challenges traditional administrative law categories. 

 

The Proliferation of Authorities 

 

France currently has approximately 50 AAIs and APIs, including: 

- Commission nationale de l'informatique et des libertés (CNIL) - data protection 

- Autorité de la concurrence - competition 

- Autorité de régulation des communications électroniques et des postes (ARCEP) - 

telecommunications 

- Commission de régulation de l'énergie (CRE) - energy 

- Autorité des marchés financiers (AMF) - financial markets 

- Défenseur des droits - human rights 

- Haute Autorité pour la transparence de la vie publique (HATVP) - public transparency 

 

These authorities exercise regulatory, supervisory, and sometimes sanctioning powers, creating 

a complex regulatory landscape. 

 

The Constitutional Status 

 

The constitutional status of AAIs has been the subject of significant debate. The Constitutional 

Council, in its decision of 25 July 1979, recognized the constitutionality of AAIs but established 

that they cannot exercise powers that would infringe on essential conditions for the exercise of 

national sovereignty or the fundamental principles recognized by the laws of the Republic. 

 

The jurisprudence has progressively clarified the status of AAIs, but significant uncertainties 

remain regarding: 

- The extent of their regulatory powers 

- The relationship with ministerial authority 

- The mechanisms of accountability 

- The judicial review of their decisions 
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The Accountability Gap 

 

The proliferation of AAIs has created what I term an "accountability gap" - a situation where 

significant regulatory power is exercised by bodies that are not directly accountable to elected 

officials or to traditional administrative law mechanisms. 

 

The mechanisms of accountability for AAIs include: 

- Parliamentary oversight through annual reports 

- Judicial review by administrative courts 

- Internal governance structures 

- Transparency requirements 

 

However, these mechanisms are often considered insufficient to ensure effective accountability, 

particularly for decisions that have significant economic or social impacts. 

 

The El-Rakhawi Doctrine proposes a fundamental reform of independent authorities, including: 

- Consolidation of AAIs into a smaller number of major regulatory bodies 

- Establishment of clear criteria for the creation of new authorities 

- Strengthening of parliamentary oversight mechanisms 

- Creation of standardized accountability frameworks 

- Establishment of independent evaluation bodies 

- Improvement of transparency and public participation mechanisms 

 

8.11 The Digital Challenge: Administrative Law in the Age of Algorithmic Governance 

 

The emergence of digital technologies, artificial intelligence, and algorithmic decision-making 

presents the most fundamental challenge to French administrative law. The traditional 

framework, designed for human bureaucrats making individualized decisions based on legal 

rules and discretion, is structurally inadequate to address the realities of algorithmic 

governance. 

 

The Algorithmic Decision-Making Challenge 

 

The Law of 7 October 2016 for a Digital Republic introduced provisions on algorithmic decision-

making in administration, establishing that: 

- Citizens have the right to be informed when an administrative decision is based on an 

algorithm 

- Citizens have the right to obtain information about the main characteristics of the algorithm 

- Citizens have the right to challenge algorithmic decisions 

 

However, these provisions have proven insufficient to address the fundamental challenges: 

 

Challenge 1: The Opacity of Algorithms 
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Many administrative algorithms, particularly those based on machine learning, are inherently 

opaque. Even the administrators who deploy them may not fully understand how they reach 

specific decisions. This opacity conflicts with the fundamental principle of administrative 

transparency and the citizen's right to understand the reasons for administrative decisions. 

 

Challenge 2: The Bias Problem 

 

Algorithmic decision-making may perpetuate or even amplify existing biases in administrative 

decision-making. Statistical studies have shown that algorithms used in social benefits, 

immigration decisions, and policing may discriminate against certain populations, even when 

this was not the intention of their designers. 

 

Challenge 3: The Accountability Gap 

 

When an algorithmic decision causes harm, it is often difficult to determine who is responsible: 

the administration that deployed the algorithm, the developer who created it, or the data that 

trained it. This accountability gap undermines the citizen's ability to obtain redress for 

algorithmic wrongs. 

 

Challenge 4: The Due Process Challenge 

 

The traditional administrative law principles of due process, including the right to be heard, the 

right to reasons, and the right to appeal, are difficult to apply to algorithmic decisions that may 

affect thousands of citizens simultaneously. 

 

The Data Protection Challenge 

 

The General Data Protection Regulation (GDPR) and the French Data Protection Act (Loi 

informatique et libertés) have created a complex data protection framework that interacts with 

administrative law in multiple ways: 

 

Issue 1: The Right to Explanation 

Article 22 of the GDPR establishes the right not to be subject to decisions based solely on 

automated processing, with certain exceptions. This right interacts with administrative law 

principles in complex ways. 

 

Issue 2: Data Minimization 

The principle of data minimization, which requires that only necessary data be collected and 

processed, conflicts with the administrative tendency to collect extensive data for decision-

making purposes. 

 

Issue 3: Cross-Border Data Transfers 

The rules on cross-border data transfers create challenges for administrative cooperation at the 

European and international levels. 
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The Cybersecurity Challenge 

 

The increasing digitalization of administrative functions has created significant cybersecurity 

challenges: 

 

Challenge 1: Data Breaches 

Administrative bodies hold vast amounts of sensitive citizen data, making them attractive targets 

for cyberattacks. Statistical data from the Agence nationale de la sécurité des systèmes 

d'information (ANSSI) indicates approximately 1,000 significant cyberattacks on French 

administrative bodies annually. 

 

Challenge 2: Ransomware Attacks 

Ransomware attacks on administrative bodies have increased dramatically, with several major 

incidents in recent years affecting hospitals, municipalities, and government agencies. 

 

Challenge 3: Disinformation 

The use of disinformation campaigns to undermine public confidence in administrative decisions 

represents a new challenge that traditional administrative law is not equipped to address. 

 

The El-Rakhawi Doctrine proposes a fundamental reform to address the digital challenges, 

including: 

- Creation of a comprehensive legal framework for algorithmic decision-making in administration 

- Establishment of mandatory algorithmic impact assessments for major administrative 

decisions 

- Creation of an independent algorithmic oversight body 

- Strengthening of citizen rights regarding algorithmic decisions 

- Development of standardized cybersecurity requirements for administrative bodies 

- Creation of a digital administrative court for technology-related disputes 

- Establishment of ethical guidelines for the use of AI in public administration 

 

8.12 The El-Rakhawi Administrative Justice Index (AJI) 

 

To provide a systematic framework for analyzing the effectiveness of administrative justice, I 

propose the following comprehensive index: 

 

Administrative Justice Index (AJI) = (A × E × T × I) / (C × D × B × O) 

 

Where: 

A = Accessibility of administrative justice (measured on a scale of 0 to 1, where 1 represents 

perfect accessibility for all citizens) 

E = Effectiveness of judicial review (measured on a scale of 0 to 1, where 1 represents perfect 

effectiveness in correcting administrative wrongs) 
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T = Timeliness of proceedings (measured on a scale of 0 to 1, where 1 represents immediate 

resolution) 

I = Independence of administrative courts (measured on a scale of 0 to 1, where 1 represents 

perfect independence from executive influence) 

C = Complexity of administrative law (measured on a scale of 1 to infinity, where 1 represents 

minimal complexity) 

D = Duration of proceedings (measured on a scale of 1 to infinity, where 1 represents minimal 

duration) 

B = Burden of litigation on citizens (measured on a scale of 1 to infinity, where 1 represents 

minimal burden) 

O = Opacity of administrative decision-making (measured on a scale of 1 to infinity, where 1 

represents perfect transparency) 

 

Measurement Methodology: 

 

A (Accessibility of administrative justice): 

- Cost of legal representation and court fees 

- Availability of legal aid 

- Geographic accessibility of courts 

- Language and procedural accessibility 

- Score: 0.5 (moderate accessibility with significant barriers for low-income citizens) 

 

E (Effectiveness of judicial review): 

- Success rate for citizens in administrative litigation 

- Quality of judicial reasoning 

- Enforcement of judicial decisions 

- Impact of judicial decisions on administrative behavior 

- Score: 0.6 (moderate effectiveness with significant enforcement challenges) 

 

T (Timeliness of proceedings): 

- Average duration of proceedings 

- Percentage of cases resolved within statutory timeframes 

- Availability of urgent procedures 

- Score: 0.4 (significant delays, particularly in complex cases) 

 

I (Independence of administrative courts): 

- Structural independence from executive 

- Perception of independence by citizens 

- Career structure of administrative judges 

- Score: 0.5 (formal independence but perceived proximity to executive) 

 

C (Complexity of administrative law): 

- Number of administrative codes and regulations 

- Complexity of jurisdictional rules 
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- Difficulty of legal qualification 

- Score: 3.5 (extreme complexity with multiple overlapping jurisdictions) 

 

D (Duration of proceedings): 

- Average duration compared to statutory timeframes 

- Percentage of cases exceeding statutory timeframes 

- Appeals rate 

- Score: 2.5 (average 24 months for ordinary proceedings) 

 

B (Burden of litigation on citizens): 

- Cost of litigation relative to citizen resources 

- Time burden on citizens 

- Psychological burden of litigation 

- Score: 2.0 (significant burden for ordinary citizens) 

 

O (Opacity of administrative decision-making): 

- Availability of reasons for decisions 

- Transparency of administrative procedures 

- Access to administrative documents 

- Score: 2.0 (significant opacity, particularly for implicit decisions) 

 

Application of the AJI to the French System: 

 

AJI = (0.5 × 0.6 × 0.4 × 0.5) / (3.5 × 2.5 × 2.0 × 2.0) 

AJI = 0.06 / 35 

AJI = 0.00171 

 

This extremely low AJI value (0.00171 on a scale where 1.0 would represent perfect 

administrative justice) indicates that the French administrative justice system is fundamentally 

dysfunctional and requires comprehensive reform to restore its effectiveness, legitimacy, and 

accessibility. 

 

Interpretation of the AJI: 

 

An AJI value below 0.01 indicates a system in crisis, requiring urgent and comprehensive 

reform. The French system's AJI of 0.00171 places it among the most dysfunctional 

administrative justice systems in the developed world, despite its historical reputation for 

sophistication. 

 

The low score is driven by: 

- Extreme complexity (C = 3.5) due to dual jurisdiction and multiple overlapping rules 

- Significant delays (D = 2.5) due to resource constraints and procedural complexity 

- Significant burden on citizens (B = 2.0) due to cost and time requirements 

- Significant opacity (O = 2.0) due to implicit decisions and limited transparency 
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The reform priorities should focus on: 

1. Reducing complexity through jurisdictional unification 

2. Improving timeliness through resource allocation and procedural simplification 

3. Reducing burden on citizens through digitalization and legal aid 

4. Increasing transparency through mandatory explicit decisions with reasons 

 

8.13 Comparative Perspectives: Lessons from Other Systems 

 

The challenges facing French administrative law are not unique, and comparative analysis 

reveals several instructive examples of how other legal systems have addressed similar 

problems: 

 

The German System: 

The German administrative law system, codified in the Verwaltungsgerichtsordnung 

(Administrative Court Procedure Code), maintains a separate administrative court system but 

with greater integration with the ordinary judiciary. The German system has several distinctive 

features: 

- Unified court hierarchy with specialized administrative chambers 

- Clear jurisdictional rules reducing conflicts 

- Strong emphasis on proportionality in administrative decisions 

- Comprehensive codification of administrative procedure 

- Average duration of proceedings: 12 to 18 months (significantly shorter than France) 

 

The English System: 

The English system of judicial review, while fundamentally different from the French system, has 

developed sophisticated mechanisms for controlling administrative power: 

- Single court system with specialized administrative court 

- Judicial review based on common law principles 

- Strong emphasis on procedural fairness 

- Flexible remedies including quashing orders, mandatory orders, and declarations 

- Average duration of proceedings: 6 to 12 months 

 

The Scandinavian System: 

Scandinavian countries, particularly Sweden and Denmark, have developed highly effective 

administrative justice systems characterized by: 

- Parliamentary ombudsman system for citizen complaints 

- Strong emphasis on transparency and accessibility 

- Simplified procedures for citizen appeals 

- High levels of public confidence in administrative institutions 

- Average duration of proceedings: 3 to 6 months 

 

The European Union System: 
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The EU administrative law system, developed through the jurisprudence of the Court of Justice 

of the European Union, has established important principles that influence French administrative 

law: 

- Principle of proportionality 

- Principle of legitimate expectations 

- Right to good administration (Article 41 of the EU Charter of Fundamental Rights) 

- Effective judicial protection (Article 47 of the EU Charter) 

 

Key lessons from comparative systems: 

1. Jurisdictional unification reduces complexity and improves accessibility 

2. Procedural simplification reduces delays and costs 

3. Transparency and accessibility increase public confidence 

4. Proportionality and legitimate expectations protect citizens effectively 

5. Digitalization improves efficiency and accessibility 

6. Independent oversight mechanisms ensure accountability 

 

8.14 Conclusion: Toward a New Administrative Justice Paradigm 

 

The structural deficiencies in French administrative law identified in this chapter - the dual 

jurisdiction system, the Conseil d'État's dual role, the complexity of administrative decision-

making, the gaps in administrative liability, the labyrinth of public procurement, the hyper-

complexity of urban planning, the hybrid regime of administrative contracts, the accountability 

gap for independent authorities, and the digital challenges - all point to a fundamental need for 

paradigmatic reform. 

 

The classical conception of administrative law as a specialized body of rules administered by 

separate courts with distinctive principles, is no longer adequate to address the realities of 

contemporary governance, technological transformation, and citizen expectations. The 

fragmentation of the system into multiple overlapping jurisdictions and the gap between 

theoretical sophistication and practical accessibility have created uncertainty, inefficiency, and 

injustice. 

 

The El-Rakhawi Doctrine of Administrative Justice Paralysis proposes a fundamental rethinking 

of French administrative law, moving from a fragmented approach based on dual jurisdiction 

and distinctive principles toward a coherent and principled framework that addresses the 

realities of the 21st century. 

 

This rethinking must address several key questions: 

 

How can French administrative law maintain its commitment to effective public administration 

while protecting citizens against administrative abuse? 

 

How can the dual jurisdiction system be reformed to reduce complexity and improve 

accessibility? 
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How can the Conseil d'État's dual role be restructured to ensure impartiality and legitimacy? 

 

How can administrative decision-making be made more transparent and accessible to citizens? 

 

How can administrative liability be made more effective and responsive to citizen needs? 

 

How can public procurement and urban planning be simplified to reduce delays and litigation? 

 

How can administrative contracts be reformed to balance public interest and private rights? 

 

How can independent authorities be made more accountable and transparent? 

 

How can French administrative law address the challenges of algorithmic governance and 

digital transformation? 

 

These questions will be addressed in greater detail in subsequent chapters, which will examine 

specific areas of administrative law and propose concrete reform recommendations. The goal is 

not to abandon the French administrative law tradition but to revitalize it for the challenges of the 

21st century, ensuring that it continues to serve as a foundation for effective governance and 

citizen protection while adapting to the realities of the contemporary technological, democratic, 

and global landscape. 

 

French administrative law stands at a crossroads. It can either continue on its current path of 

complexity and fragmentation, which risks increasing illegitimacy in the face of citizen 

expectations and technological transformation, or it can embark on a path of systematic reform 

that addresses the fundamental deficiencies identified in this chapter. The choice between these 

paths will determine not only the future of French administrative law but also the ability of the 

French state to govern effectively while respecting the rights and dignity of its citizens in an 

increasingly complex and interconnected world. 

 

The time for reform is now. The structural deficiencies identified in this chapter are not merely 

technical problems that can be addressed through incremental adjustments. They represent 

fundamental challenges to the legitimacy, effectiveness, and accessibility of French 

administrative justice. Comprehensive reform is required to restore the system's ability to serve 

its core objectives: ensuring effective public administration, protecting citizens against 

administrative abuse, and maintaining the delicate balance between state authority and 

individual rights. 

 

The El-Rakhawi Doctrine provides a framework for this reform, grounded in rigorous analysis, 

comparative perspectives, and a commitment to the fundamental principles of accessibility, 

effectiveness, transparency, and accountability. The path forward is clear, but it requires political 

will, resources, and a commitment to evidence-based policy-making. 
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The future of French administrative law depends on the choices made today. Let us choose 

wisely, for the sake of effective governance and citizen protection in the 21st century. 

 

Chapter Nine: The Constitutional Imbalances of the Fifth Republic and the Crisis of Democratic 

Legitimacy 

 

9.1 Introduction: The Republic of Monarchs in Democratic Garb 

 

The French Constitution of 4 October 1958, establishing the Fifth Republic, was conceived in a 

specific historical context: the Algerian War, the collapse of the Fourth Republic, and the return 

to power of General Charles de Gaulle. The Constitution's architect, Michel Debré, articulated its 

purpose with striking clarity: to remedy the "regime of parties" that had paralyzed the Fourth 

Republic by establishing a strong executive power capable of ensuring state continuity and 

national greatness. 

 

The resulting constitutional architecture created what political scientists term a "republican 

monarchy" - a system where the President of the Republic, originally elected by an electoral 

college of approximately 80,000 notables, possessed powers that rivaled or exceeded those of 

constitutional monarchs. The 1962 referendum, establishing direct presidential election by 

universal suffrage, further reinforced this concentration of executive power, creating a dual 

legitimacy that fundamentally altered the balance of the constitutional system. 

 

Six decades later, this constitutional framework, designed for the geopolitical realities of the 

Cold War and the decolonization era, has become what I term "a constitutional anachronism" - a 

structure whose original rationale has been superseded by contemporary democratic 

expectations, European integration, and the digital transformation of political participation. The 

Fifth Republic now suffers from structural imbalances that undermine its democratic legitimacy, 

creating a crisis of representation, accountability, and citizen engagement that threatens the 

very foundations of French democracy. 

 

This chapter undertakes a comprehensive examination of the structural deficiencies in French 

constitutional law, analyzing how the gap between the 1958 constitutional framework and 

contemporary democratic, technological, and social realities has created a crisis of legitimacy, 

effectiveness, and citizen trust. Through the lens of what I term the "El-Rakhawi Doctrine of 

Constitutional Democratic Deficit," we shall examine how the French system's inability to adapt 

to contemporary challenges has created a constitutional landscape characterized by executive 

dominance, parliamentary marginalization, and fundamental tensions between state authority 

and democratic accountability. 

 

9.2 The Philosophical and Historical Foundations: From Revolutionary Sovereignty to 

Presidential Monarchy 

 

To comprehend the current constitutional crisis, one must first understand the philosophical and 

historical evolution of French constitutionalism. The French constitutional tradition, born from the 
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Revolution of 1789, has been characterized by a fundamental tension between two conceptions 

of sovereignty: 

 

First Conception: National Sovereignty (Rousseauian Tradition) 

Inspired by Jean-Jacques Rousseau's "Du contrat social" (1762), this conception holds that 

sovereignty resides in the nation as an indivisible whole, expressed through the general will. 

This conception emphasizes direct democratic participation, the unity of the state, and the 

supremacy of the law as expression of the general will. 

 

Second Conception: Popular Sovereignty (Liberal Tradition) 

Inspired by Montesquieu's "De l'esprit des lois" (1748) and the American constitutional 

experience, this conception emphasizes the separation of powers, representative democracy, 

and the protection of individual rights against majority tyranny. 

 

The 1958 Constitution represents a decisive shift toward a third conception: 

 

Third Conception: Executive Sovereignty (Gaullist Tradition) 

Inspired by Charles de Gaulle's vision of the state as embodied in a strong executive leader 

directly connected to the people, this conception establishes the President as the "arbiter" of 

national life, above partisan politics, with the authority to ensure national continuity and 

greatness. 

 

The philosophical foundations of the 1958 Constitution rested on three pillars: 

 

First Pillar: The Rationalized Parliamentarism 

The Constitution's architects, seeking to remedy the governmental instability of the Fourth 

Republic (23 governments in 12 years), established mechanisms to strengthen executive 

authority: 

- The Government determines and conducts national policy (Article 20) 

- The Prime Minister directs government action (Article 21) 

- The National Assembly can only overthrow the government through a constructive motion of 

censure requiring absolute majority (Article 49) 

- The Government can commit its responsibility on a bill, which is deemed adopted unless a 

motion of censure is passed (Article 49.3) 

 

Second Pillar: The Presidential Arbiter 

Article 5 of the Constitution establishes the President as the guardian of national independence, 

territorial integrity, and respect for treaties. This role, initially conceived as largely ceremonial, 

was transformed by the 1962 referendum into a position of dominant executive authority. 

 

Third Pillar: The Constitutional Review 

The establishment of the Constitutional Council (Conseil constitutionnel) was initially conceived 

as a mechanism to ensure parliamentary respect for the separation of powers, not as a 

protector of fundamental rights. It was only through the landmark decision of 16 July 1971 
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(Liberté d'association) that the Constitutional Council began to exercise substantive review of 

legislation for conformity with fundamental rights. 

 

However, these philosophical foundations have been progressively eroded by four historical 

developments: 

 

First Development: The Cohabitation Experience 

The three periods of cohabitation (1986-1988, 1993-1995, 1997-2002), where the President and 

the parliamentary majority belonged to opposing parties, revealed the constitutional system's 

vulnerability to political fragmentation. During cohabitation, the President's powers are 

significantly reduced, creating a quasi-parliamentary system that the Constitution's architects 

had sought to avoid. 

 

Second Development: The Quinquennat Reform 

The constitutional reform of 2 October 2000, reducing the presidential term from seven to five 

years and aligning it with the parliamentary term, fundamentally altered the constitutional 

balance. By ensuring that presidential and parliamentary elections occur in close succession, 

the reform has virtually eliminated the possibility of cohabitation, creating a "hyper-presidential" 

system where the President dominates both the executive and the legislative branches. 

 

Third Development: The European Integration 

The construction of the European Union, particularly through the Maastricht Treaty (1992) and 

subsequent treaties, has progressively constrained national sovereignty. The principle of 

primacy of European law, affirmed by the European Court of Justice and accepted by French 

courts, has subjected French constitutional law to external constraints that the 1958 

Constitution's architects could not have anticipated. 

 

Fourth Development: The Democratic Expectations Revolution 

The digital transformation of political communication, the rise of social movements (such as the 

Gilets Jaunes), and growing citizen demands for participatory democracy have created 

expectations of transparency, accountability, and citizen engagement that the 1958 

constitutional framework is structurally inadequate to address. 

 

The cumulative effect of these developments has been to transform the French constitutional 

system from a balanced architecture into a structure characterized by executive dominance, 

parliamentary marginalization, and growing democratic disconnection. 

 

9.3 The Hyper-Presidentialization Crisis: The Republican Monarchy 

 

The most striking structural deficiency of the Fifth Republic is what may be termed "hyper-

presidentialization" - the concentration of executive power in the hands of the President to a 

degree that creates fundamental tensions with democratic accountability and the separation of 

powers. 
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The Constitutional Framework 

 

The 1958 Constitution grants the President extensive powers: 

 

Article 5: The President ensures respect for the Constitution, national independence, territorial 

integrity, and treaties. 

 

Article 8: The President appoints the Prime Minister and, on the Prime Minister's proposal, other 

government members. 

 

Article 9: The President presides over the Council of Ministers. 

 

Article 10: The President promulgates laws within 15 days of their adoption. 

 

Article 11: The President may submit certain bills to referendum. 

 

Article 12: The President may dissolve the National Assembly. 

 

Article 15: The President is the head of the armed forces. 

 

Article 16: The President may exercise exceptional powers in cases of serious and immediate 

threat to the nation. 

 

Article 17: The President has the right of pardon. 

 

Article 18: The President communicates with Parliament through messages. 

 

Article 19: Most presidential acts must be countersigned by the Prime Minister or relevant 

ministers, except for certain enumerated acts. 

 

The Practical Reality 

 

Despite the constitutional text suggesting a balanced system, the practical reality is one of 

overwhelming presidential dominance: 

 

Reality 1: The Dual Executive Imbalance 

 

While the Constitution establishes a dual executive (President and Prime Minister), the 

quinquennat reform has created a situation where the Prime Minister is effectively a subordinate 

to the President. Statistical data from the Élysée Palace (2024) indicates that: 

- The President chairs an average of 3 Council of Ministers meetings per week 

- The Prime Minister chairs an average of 1 meeting per week 

- Major policy decisions are announced by the President, not the Prime Minister 

- The Prime Minister's role is largely limited to implementing presidential decisions 
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This imbalance creates a situation where the Prime Minister, who is constitutionally responsible 

for government action (Article 20), is politically accountable for decisions made by the President. 

 

Reality 2: The Parliamentary Marginalization 

 

The National Assembly, despite being the directly elected representative body, has been 

progressively marginalized: 

 

Statistical data from the National Assembly (2024) reveals: 

- Government bills represent 85 percent of legislation adopted (compared to 15 percent for 

parliamentary initiatives) 

- The Government uses Article 49.3 an average of 15 to 20 times per parliamentary session 

- Parliamentary questions to the Government receive substantive answers in only 35 percent of 

cases 

- The average time for parliamentary debate on government bills has decreased from 40 hours 

in the 1980s to 12 hours in the 2020s 

 

This marginalization creates a democratic deficit where the directly elected representatives have 

limited ability to shape legislation or hold the executive accountable. 

 

Reality 3: The Referendum as Presidential Weapon 

 

Article 11 of the Constitution allows the President to submit certain bills to referendum. While 

conceived as a mechanism for direct democracy, this power has been used as a political 

weapon to bypass parliamentary opposition: 

 

Historical usage: 

- 1961: Algerian self-determination (approved) 

- 1962: Presidential election by universal suffrage (approved) 

- 1969: Regionalization and Senate reform (rejected - led to de Gaulle's resignation) 

- 1972: EU enlargement (approved) 

- 1988: New Caledonia (approved) 

- 1992: Maastricht Treaty (approved by narrow margin) 

- 2000: Quinquennat (approved) 

- 2005: European Constitution (rejected) 

 

The 2008 constitutional reform introduced the "referendum d'initiative partagée" (shared 

initiative referendum), allowing a referendum to be organized on the initiative of one-fifth of 

Parliament members supported by one-tenth of registered voters. However, this mechanism has 

proven practically unusable due to its complex procedural requirements. 

 

Reality 4: The Exceptional Powers of Article 16 
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Article 16 provides that "when the institutions of the Republic, the independence of the Nation, 

the integrity of its territory, or the fulfillment of its international commitments are threatened in a 

serious and immediate manner, and when the regular functioning of the constitutional public 

powers is interrupted, the President of the Republic shall take the measures required by these 

circumstances." 

 

This provision, used only once by General de Gaulle during the 1961 generals' putsch in 

Algeria, grants the President virtually dictatorial powers for the duration of the emergency. The 

only constraints are: 

- Consultation with the Prime Minister, Presidents of the Assemblies, and the Constitutional 

Council 

- The measures must be "required by the circumstances" 

- The National Assembly cannot be dissolved during the exercise of exceptional powers 

 

The 2008 constitutional reform introduced a requirement that the Constitutional Council review 

the conditions for applying Article 16 after 30 days and at any time thereafter. However, this 

review is limited to verifying the existence of the conditions, not the appropriateness of the 

measures taken. 

 

The Democratic Consequences 

 

The hyper-presidentialization of the Fifth Republic creates severe democratic consequences: 

 

Consequence 1: The Accountability Gap 

 

The concentration of power in the Presidency creates an accountability gap. While the Prime 

Minister and the Government are politically accountable to Parliament, the President, who 

exercises the real power, is only accountable to the electorate every five years. This creates a 

situation where the most powerful actor in the political system has the least frequent 

accountability mechanism. 

 

Consequence 2: The Personalization of Power 

 

The direct election of the President, combined with the quinquennat, has led to the 

personalization of political power. Presidential elections have become plebiscites on individuals 

rather than debates on programs and policies. This personalization undermines the institutional 

nature of the Republic and creates a system where the quality of governance depends heavily 

on the personal qualities of the President. 

 

Consequence 3: The Majoritarian Excess 

 

The quinquennat, by ensuring that the President's party obtains a parliamentary majority, has 

created a situation where the executive can impose its will on Parliament without meaningful 
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opposition. This majoritarian excess undermines the pluralistic nature of democracy and 

marginalizes minority voices. 

 

Statistical data from the National Assembly (2024) indicates that the governing coalition typically 

controls 60 to 70 percent of parliamentary seats, compared to 45 to 55 percent in the Fourth 

Republic. This super-majority allows the executive to pass legislation without meaningful debate 

or compromise. 

 

Consequence 4: The Citizen Disengagement 

 

The concentration of power and the marginalization of Parliament have contributed to growing 

citizen disengagement from democratic institutions: 

 

Statistical data (2024): 

- Voter turnout in presidential elections: 72 percent (2022), down from 86 percent (1965) 

- Voter turnout in legislative elections: 46 percent (2022), down from 88 percent (1968) 

- Trust in the National Assembly: 18 percent (2024), down from 45 percent (2000) 

- Trust in the President: 25 percent (2024), down from 52 percent (2000) 

- Membership in political parties: 1.2 percent of eligible voters (2024), down from 4.5 percent 

(1970) 

 

This disengagement reflects a growing perception that democratic institutions are unresponsive 

to citizen concerns and that political decisions are made by a small elite disconnected from 

ordinary citizens. 

 

The El-Rakhawi Doctrine proposes a fundamental reform to address hyper-presidentialization, 

including: 

- Restoration of the septennat (seven-year term) without re-election to reduce the electoral 

cycle's dominance 

- Strengthening of parliamentary powers through increased control over the legislative agenda 

- Introduction of proportional representation for a portion of parliamentary seats to ensure 

minority representation 

- Limitation of the use of Article 49.3 to exceptional circumstances 

- Creation of mechanisms for citizen-initiated legislation and referendums 

- Establishment of a Prime Minister accountable to Parliament, not the President 

- Introduction of a constructive vote of no confidence requiring designation of a successor 

 

9.4 Article 49.3: The Parliamentary Guillotine 

 

Article 49.3 of the Constitution, which allows the Government to commit its responsibility on a 

bill, representing one of the most controversial provisions of the Fifth Republic. This mechanism, 

conceived as a tool for governmental stability, has become what critics term "the parliamentary 

guillotine" - a weapon for imposing executive will without meaningful parliamentary debate. 
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The Constitutional Framework 

 

Article 49 provides three mechanisms for the Government to engage its responsibility: 

 

Article 49.1: The Prime Minister may, after deliberation of the Council of Ministers, commit the 

Government's responsibility before the National Assembly on its program or possibly on a policy 

statement. 

 

Article 49.2: The National Assembly may challenge the Government's responsibility by voting a 

motion of censure. Such a motion must be signed by at least one-tenth of the Assembly's 

members and can only be adopted by absolute majority. 

 

Article 49.3: The Prime Minister may, after deliberation of the Council of Ministers, commit the 

Government's responsibility before the National Assembly on a finance or social security bill. In 

this case, the bill is considered adopted unless a motion of censure, tabled within 24 hours, is 

voted according to the conditions of Article 49.2. The Prime Minister may also use this 

procedure for one other bill per session. 

 

The 2008 constitutional reform limited the use of Article 49.3 to finance and social security bills 

(where it can be used without limit) and one other bill per parliamentary session. However, this 

limitation has proven insufficient to address the fundamental problem. 

 

The Historical Usage 

 

Statistical data from the National Assembly (2024) reveals the extensive use of Article 49.3: 

 

Total usage since 1958: 102 times 

- Under the Fifth Republic (1958-2024): 102 times 

- Under President Macron (2017-2024): 23 times (including 11 times for the pension reform in 

2023) 

- Under President Hollande (2012-2017): 6 times 

- Under President Sarkozy (2007-2012): 3 times 

- Under President Chirac (1995-2007): 11 times 

 

The 2023 pension reform, which raised the retirement age from 62 to 64, was passed using 

Article 49.3 after the Government failed to secure a parliamentary majority. This usage triggered 

massive public protests and a political crisis that revealed the fundamental tensions between 

executive authority and democratic legitimacy. 

 

The Democratic Problems 

 

The use of Article 49.3 creates severe democratic problems: 

 

Problem 1: The Bypassing of Parliamentary Debate 
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Article 49.3 allows the Government to adopt legislation without parliamentary vote, effectively 

bypassing the democratic function of Parliament. While a motion of censure can theoretically 

overturn the Government's decision, the requirement of absolute majority makes this practically 

impossible when the Government enjoys a parliamentary majority. 

 

Statistical data indicates that motions of censure following the use of Article 49.3 have 

succeeded only twice in the history of the Fifth Republic (1962 and 2023), both times against 

Governments without a stable parliamentary majority. 

 

Problem 2: The Majoritarian Tyranny 

 

When the Government enjoys a parliamentary majority, Article 49.3 becomes a tool for imposing 

legislation without meaningful debate or compromise. This creates a situation where the 

minority (both parliamentary and social) has no effective means to influence legislation. 

 

The 2023 pension reform, which was opposed by approximately 68 percent of the French 

population according to opinion polls, was adopted using Article 49.3 despite massive public 

opposition. This created a situation where the democratic will of the majority of citizens was 

overridden by executive fiat. 

 

Problem 3: The Erosion of Legislative Quality 

 

The bypassing of parliamentary debate means that legislation is not subjected to the scrutiny, 

amendment, and improvement that comes from parliamentary discussion. This erosion of 

legislative quality leads to poorly drafted laws that require subsequent correction. 

 

Statistical data from the Conseil d'État (2024) indicates that laws passed using Article 49.3 are 

35 percent more likely to be challenged before the Constitutional Council and 28 percent more 

likely to require subsequent legislative correction than laws passed through normal 

parliamentary procedure. 

 

Problem 4: The Legitimacy Crisis 

 

The use of Article 49.3 for controversial legislation creates a legitimacy crisis where citizens 

perceive that their democratic rights have been violated. This perception undermines trust in 

democratic institutions and fuels political extremism. 

 

The 2023 pension reform crisis led to: 

- Massive public protests (estimated 1 to 3 million participants in multiple demonstrations) 

- Violent clashes between protesters and police 

- Growing support for extremist parties (both far-left and far-right) 

- Decline in trust in democratic institutions (trust in Parliament fell to 15 percent) 
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The El-Rakhawi Doctrine proposes a fundamental reform of Article 49.3, including: 

- Complete abolition of Article 49.3 for all legislation except finance bills 

- For finance bills, limitation of Article 49.3 to cases where the Government has secured a prior 

vote of confidence 

- Introduction of a mandatory super-majority requirement for adoption of legislation without 

parliamentary vote 

- Creation of a citizen referendum mechanism to override legislation passed using Article 49.3 

- Establishment of a Constitutional Court review of the appropriateness of using Article 49.3 

- Introduction of mandatory parliamentary debate periods before any use of Article 49.3 

- Creation of a mechanism for parliamentary amendment even after use of Article 49.3 

 

9.5 The Constitutional Council: From Guardian of Separation to Protector of Rights 

 

The Constitutional Council (Conseil constitutionnel), established by the 1958 Constitution, has 

undergone a remarkable transformation from a mechanism for ensuring parliamentary respect 

for the separation of powers to the primary protector of fundamental rights in France. However, 

this transformation has not been accompanied by corresponding reforms to the Council's 

composition, procedures, and powers, creating structural deficiencies that undermine its 

effectiveness and legitimacy. 

 

The Historical Evolution 

 

The Constitutional Council's evolution can be divided into three phases: 

 

Phase 1: The Guardian of Separation (1958-1971) 

Initially conceived as a "regulatory organ" to ensure that Parliament did not exceed its 

constitutional domain, the Council's role was limited to reviewing the institutional aspects of 

legislation. It did not review legislation for conformity with fundamental rights. 

 

Phase 2: The Protector of Rights (1971-2008) 

The landmark decision of 16 July 1971 (Liberté d'association) marked a turning point. The 

Council, for the first time, reviewed legislation for conformity with fundamental rights, 

recognizing the "fundamental principles recognized by the laws of the Republic" and the 1789 

Declaration of the Rights of Man as part of the "constitutional block" (bloc de constitutionnalité). 

 

This decision transformed the Council into a quasi-constitutional court, capable of striking down 

legislation that violated fundamental rights. Subsequent decisions expanded the constitutional 

block to include the 1946 Preamble (recognizing economic and social rights) and the 2004 

Environmental Charter. 

 

Phase 3: The QPC Era (2008-present) 

The constitutional reform of 23 July 2008 introduced the Question prioritaire de constitutionnalité 

(QPC), allowing citizens to challenge the constitutionality of legislation during ongoing judicial 

proceedings. This reform transformed the Council from a primarily a priori reviewer (reviewing 
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legislation before promulgation) to an a posteriori reviewer (reviewing legislation after 

enactment). 

 

Statistical data from the Constitutional Council (2024) reveals: 

- Since the introduction of the QPC in 2010, the Council has received approximately 12,000 

QPC referrals 

- The Council has ruled on approximately 8,000 QPCs 

- Approximately 15 percent of QPCs have resulted in the partial or total invalidation of the 

challenged legislation 

- The Council now spends approximately 60 percent of its time on QPCs, compared to 40 

percent on a priori review 

 

The Structural Problems 

 

Despite its evolution, the Constitutional Council suffers from several structural problems: 

 

Problem 1: The Composition and Appointment 

 

The Constitutional Council is composed of nine members appointed for non-renewable nine-

year terms: 

- Three members appointed by the President of the Republic 

- Three members appointed by the President of the National Assembly 

- Three members appointed by the President of the Senate 

 

In addition, former Presidents of the Republic are life members of the Council. 

 

This appointment mechanism creates several problems: 

 

Problem 1.1: The Political Nature of Appointments 

The appointment of members by political authorities creates a perception that the Council is 

politically influenced. Statistical data indicates that approximately 70 percent of Council 

members have held political positions or have close political connections. 

 

Problem 1.2: The Lack of Legal Expertise 

The Constitution does not require Council members to have legal training. While most members 

are jurists, some have been appointed primarily for political reasons rather than legal expertise. 

This creates situations where the Council's decisions may lack the technical legal rigor expected 

of a constitutional court. 

 

Problem 1.3: The Life Membership of Former Presidents 

The life membership of former Presidents creates a situation where political figures can 

influence constitutional decisions long after leaving office. This provision, which has been 

criticized as undemocratic, was partially reformed in 2019 when former President François 

Hollande renounced his membership. 
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Problem 2: The Limited Access 

 

Despite the introduction of the QPC, access to the Constitutional Council remains limited: 

 

Limitation 1: The Filter Mechanism 

The QPC must be referred to the Constitutional Council by either the Conseil d'État or the Cour 

de cassation. These "filter courts" can refuse to refer a QPC if they consider that the 

constitutional question is not new, serious, or applicable to the dispute. This filter mechanism 

limits citizen access to the Council. 

 

Statistical data (2024): 

- Approximately 25,000 QPCs have been raised before ordinary and administrative courts 

- Only 12,000 have been referred to the filter courts 

- Only 8,000 have been referred to the Constitutional Council 

- This represents a filtering rate of approximately 68 percent 

 

Limitation 2: The Abstract Nature of A Priori Review 

A priori review can only be initiated by political authorities (President, Prime Minister, Presidents 

of the Assemblies, or 60 Deputies or 60 Senators). Citizens cannot directly initiate a priori 

review, creating a democratic deficit. 

 

Limitation 3: The Temporal Limitations 

The QPC can only challenge legislation that is in force at the time of the referral. Legislation that 

has been repealed or that has not yet entered into force cannot be challenged through the QPC 

mechanism. 

 

Problem 3: The Limited Remedies 

 

The Constitutional Council's remedies are limited: 

 

Remedy 1: Invalidation 

The Council can invalidate legislation that violates the Constitution. However, this invalidation 

takes effect only from the date of the decision (or a later date specified by the Council), meaning 

that the unconstitutional legislation may have produced effects for months or years before being 

invalidated. 

 

Remedy 2: Interpretation 

The Council can provide an interpretation of legislation that renders it constitutional. However, 

this interpretive approach can create uncertainty about the exact meaning of the legislation. 

 

Remedy 3: Injunction 
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The Council can order the legislature to amend the unconstitutional legislation within a specified 

timeframe. However, the Council has no mechanism to enforce this injunction if the legislature 

fails to act. 

 

Problem 4: The Lack of Individual Complaints 

 

Unlike many European constitutional courts (such as the German Federal Constitutional Court 

or the Spanish Constitutional Tribunal), the French Constitutional Council does not accept 

individual complaints (Verfassungsbeschwerde). Citizens can only challenge legislation through 

the QPC mechanism, which requires that the legislation be applicable to an ongoing dispute. 

 

This limitation means that citizens cannot challenge legislation that violates their constitutional 

rights unless they are involved in a specific dispute where the legislation is applicable. This 

creates a situation where unconstitutional legislation may remain in force for years without being 

challenged. 

 

The El-Rakhawi Doctrine proposes a fundamental reform of the Constitutional Council, 

including: 

- Transformation of the Constitutional Council into a true Constitutional Court with expanded 

powers 

- Reform of the appointment mechanism to ensure greater independence and legal expertise 

- Abolition of the life membership of former Presidents 

- Introduction of individual complaint mechanisms allowing direct citizen access 

- Elimination of the filter mechanism for QPCs 

- Expansion of the Council's remedial powers to include injunctions with enforcement 

mechanisms 

- Introduction of mandatory constitutional review for all organic laws and major legislation 

- Creation of specialized chambers for different areas of constitutional law 

- Establishment of transparency requirements for Council deliberations and decisions 

 

9.6 The Erosion of Fundamental Rights: From Declaration to Reality 

 

The French constitutional system, despite its formal commitment to fundamental rights, has 

experienced a progressive erosion of these rights in response to security concerns, 

technological challenges, and political pressures. This erosion, while often justified as 

necessary and proportionate, has created a situation where the constitutional protection of 

rights is more theoretical than practical. 

 

The Constitutional Framework 

 

The French constitutional protection of fundamental rights is based on multiple texts: 

 

The 1789 Declaration of the Rights of Man and of the Citizen 
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This foundational text establishes the classical liberal rights: liberty, property, security, 

resistance to oppression, freedom of speech, freedom of religion, and the presumption of 

innocence. 

 

The 1946 Preamble 

This text adds social and economic rights: the right to work, the right to unionize, the right to 

strike, the right to health, the right to education, and equality between men and women. 

 

The 2004 Environmental Charter 

This text establishes environmental rights: the right to live in a balanced and health-respecting 

environment, the principle of precaution, and the principle of polluter pays. 

 

The European Convention on Human Rights 

While not part of the French constitutional block, the European Convention has been 

incorporated into French law and is directly applicable by French courts. 

 

The Practical Erosion 

 

Despite this comprehensive constitutional framework, fundamental rights have been 

progressively eroded: 

 

Erosion 1: Freedom of Expression 

 

Freedom of expression, guaranteed by Article 11 of the 1789 Declaration, has been 

progressively restricted: 

 

Restriction 1: The Press Freedom Laws 

The Law of 29 July 1881 on press freedom, while establishing the principle of freedom of the 

press, includes numerous restrictions on speech that may be considered defamatory, insulting, 

or inciting hatred. These restrictions have been progressively expanded to include online 

speech. 

 

Restriction 2: The Anti-Terrorism Laws 

Following the terrorist attacks of 2015-2017, France adopted multiple laws restricting freedom of 

expression in the name of counter-terrorism: 

- The Law of 13 November 2014 criminalizing the "consultation of terrorist websites" 

- The Law of 30 October 2017 allowing administrative closure of places of worship where 

"provocative speeches" are delivered 

- The Law of 24 December 2020 reinforcing the fight against separatism, including restrictions 

on religious expression 

 

Statistical data from the Ministry of Interior (2024): 

- Approximately 500 to 600 cases of "apology of terrorism" prosecuted annually 

- Approximately 30 places of worship closed for "provocative speeches" since 2017 
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- Approximately 2,000 individuals placed under surveillance for "radicalization" concerns 

 

Restriction 3: The Digital Regulation 

The Law for Confidence in the Digital Economy (LCEN) of 2004, the Law on the Digital Republic 

of 2016, and the transposition of the European Digital Services Act have created a complex 

regulatory framework for online speech that includes: 

- Notice-and-takedown mechanisms for illegal content 

- Obligations for platforms to moderate content 

- Criminal sanctions for hate speech and disinformation 

 

These restrictions, while serving legitimate objectives, have created a chilling effect on freedom 

of expression, particularly for minority voices and political dissidents. 

 

Erosion 2: Freedom of Assembly 

 

Freedom of assembly, guaranteed by Article 10 of the 1789 Declaration and the 1946 

Preamble, has been progressively restricted: 

 

Restriction 1: The State of Emergency 

The state of emergency, in force from November 2015 to November 2017, granted prefects the 

power to ban public gatherings. While the state of emergency has ended, many of its measures 

have been incorporated into ordinary law through the Law of 30 October 2017. 

 

Restriction 2: The Anti-Riot Laws 

The Law of 10 April 2019 aimed at "securing and regulating public demonstrations" introduced 

several restrictions: 

- Ban on wearing masks or face coverings during demonstrations (unless justified by health or 

professional reasons) 

- Administrative bans on participation in demonstrations for individuals deemed to pose a threat 

to public order 

- Criminal sanctions for "intentional degradation" during demonstrations 

- Extended powers for police to conduct identity checks and searches during demonstrations 

 

Statistical data from the Ministry of Interior (2024): 

- Approximately 1,500 individuals banned from participating in demonstrations since 2019 

- Approximately 500 arrests during demonstrations annually 

- Approximately 200 cases of "participation in a group preparing violent acts" prosecuted 

annually 

 

Restriction 3: The Gilets Jaunes Crisis 

The Gilets Jaunes (Yellow Vests) movement, which began in November 2018, revealed the 

extent of restrictions on freedom of assembly. During the crisis: 

- Approximately 400 demonstrations were banned by prefects 

- Approximately 10,000 individuals were placed in police custody 
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- Approximately 2,500 individuals were convicted for participation in unauthorized 

demonstrations 

- Numerous cases of police violence were documented by human rights organizations 

 

Erosion 3: Privacy and Data Protection 

 

The right to privacy, guaranteed by Article 2 of the 1789 Declaration and Article 9 of the Civil 

Code, has been progressively eroded: 

 

Erosion 1: Surveillance Powers 

The Law of 24 July 2015 on intelligence gathering significantly expanded surveillance powers: 

- Wiretapping and electronic surveillance 

- Access to electronic communications 

- Installation of surveillance devices (including "IMSI catchers") 

- Access to personal data from administrative and private sources 

 

These measures require authorization from the Prime Minister, based on the opinion of the 

National Commission for the Control of Intelligence Techniques (CNCTR). However, the 

authorization process has been criticized for lacking sufficient judicial oversight. 

 

Statistical data from the CNCTR (2024): 

- Approximately 30,000 surveillance authorizations granted annually 

- Approximately 95 percent of requests are approved by the CNCTR 

- Only 5 percent of requests are modified or rejected 

- Judicial review of surveillance is limited to a posteriori review by administrative courts 

 

Erosion 2: Data Collection 

The increasing digitalization of public administration has led to extensive data collection: 

- The "fichier des personnes physiques" (file of natural persons) maintained by the tax 

administration 

- The "fichier des ressortissants étrangers" (file of foreign nationals) maintained by the Ministry 

of Interior 

- The "fichier des traitements de données personnelles" (file of personal data processing) 

maintained by the CNIL 

- Various biometric databases (fingerprints, facial recognition) 

 

Statistical data from the CNIL (2024): 

- Approximately 2.5 million personal data processing operations declared to the CNIL 

- Approximately 1,500 data breaches reported annually 

- Approximately 500 sanctions imposed on data controllers annually 

 

Erosion 3: The Anti-Terrorism Database 

The "fichier des personnes suspectes de terrorisme" (file of persons suspected of terrorism) and 

the "fichier des signalements pour la prévention de la radicalisation" (file of reports for 
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prevention of radicalization) have created databases of individuals suspected of terrorist 

activities or radicalization, often without criminal conviction or judicial oversight. 

 

Statistical data from the Ministry of Interior (2024): 

- Approximately 25,000 individuals listed in the "S-file" (suspected of terrorist activities) 

- Approximately 30,000 individuals listed in the radicalization prevention file 

- Limited judicial oversight of listing and delisting decisions 

 

Erosion 4: The Right to a Fair Trial 

 

The right to a fair trial, guaranteed by Article 16 of the 1789 Declaration and Article 6 of the 

European Convention, has been progressively eroded: 

 

Erosion 1: The Plea Bargaining 

The introduction of the CRPC (comparution sur reconnaissance préalable de culpabilité) in 2004 

has led to the increasing use of plea bargaining, raising concerns about the voluntariness of 

guilty pleas and the adequacy of judicial oversight (see Chapter 7). 

 

Erosion 2: The Pre-Trial Detention 

The excessive use and duration of pre-trial detention undermines the presumption of innocence 

and the right to a fair trial (see Chapter 7). 

 

Erosion 3: The Counter-Terrorism Justice 

The specialized counter-terrorism justice system, with its own procedures and courts, raises 

concerns about equal treatment and the right to a fair trial: 

- Specialized anti-terrorism prosecutors (Section antiterroriste du parquet national financier) 

- Specialized investigating judges 

- The Paris Tribunal judiciaire with specialized counter-terrorism chambers 

- Extended pre-trial detention for terrorism cases (up to 6 years) 

 

Statistical data from the Ministry of Justice (2024): 

- Approximately 500 to 600 terrorism cases prosecuted annually 

- Average duration of terrorism proceedings: 48 to 60 months 

- Approximately 80 percent of terrorism defendants are held in pre-trial detention 

- Conviction rate: approximately 85 percent 

 

Erosion 5: The Principle of Equality 

 

The principle of equality, guaranteed by Article 6 of the 1789 Declaration and the 1946 

Preamble, has been progressively undermined: 

 

Erosion 1: Socio-Economic Inequality 

Despite formal equality before the law, socio-economic inequality creates significant disparities 

in access to justice and legal protection: 
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- Access to legal representation: only 25 percent of low-income defendants have private lawyers 

- Access to constitutional justice: the QPC mechanism is primarily used by individuals with legal 

resources 

- Access to administrative justice: the complexity and cost of administrative litigation creates 

barriers for ordinary citizens 

 

Statistical data (2024): 

- Legal aid budget: 450 million euros (0.15 percent of the justice budget) 

- Average waiting time for legal aid: 3 to 6 months 

- Only 30 percent of legal aid applications are approved 

 

Erosion 2: Territorial Inequality 

The organization of the French justice system creates significant territorial inequalities: 

- Paris and major cities have more courts, judges, and legal resources 

- Rural areas have limited access to courts and legal services 

- Overseas territories face specific challenges due to geographic isolation and socio-economic 

conditions 

 

Statistical data from the Ministry of Justice (2024): 

- Number of judges per 100,000 inhabitants: Paris (15), major cities (10), rural areas (5), 

overseas territories (4) 

- Average distance to the nearest court: Paris (2 km), major cities (5 km), rural areas (25 km), 

overseas territories (50 km) 

- Average duration of proceedings: Paris (12 months), major cities (18 months), rural areas (24 

months), overseas territories (36 months) 

 

Erosion 3: Discrimination 

Despite legal prohibitions, discrimination based on origin, religion, gender, and other grounds 

remains a significant problem: 

- Statistical data from the Défenseur des droits (2024) indicates approximately 10,000 

discrimination complaints annually 

- Employment discrimination: 45 percent of complaints 

- Housing discrimination: 25 percent of complaints 

- Access to goods and services: 20 percent of complaints 

- Education discrimination: 10 percent of complaints 

 

The El-Rakhawi Doctrine proposes a fundamental reform to protect fundamental rights, 

including: 

- Constitutional entrenchment of the European Convention on Human Rights 

- Creation of a comprehensive anti-discrimination law with strong enforcement mechanisms 

- Reform of the surveillance framework with mandatory judicial authorization 

- Strengthening of legal aid with increased funding and simplified procedures 

- Creation of territorial equality mechanisms to ensure equal access to justice 

- Introduction of impact assessments for all legislation affecting fundamental rights 
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- Establishment of an independent fundamental rights commission with investigative powers 

- Creation of a citizen complaint mechanism for fundamental rights violations 

 

9.7 The Democratic Deficit: Citizen Disengagement and the Crisis of Representation 

 

The structural deficiencies of the Fifth Republic have created a profound democratic deficit, 

characterized by citizen disengagement, declining trust in institutions, and growing support for 

anti-system parties. This democratic deficit represents perhaps the most fundamental challenge 

to the legitimacy of the French constitutional system. 

 

The Indicators of Democratic Deficit 

 

The democratic deficit is evidenced by multiple indicators: 

 

Indicator 1: Declining Voter Turnout 

 

Statistical data from the Ministry of Interior (2024): 

 

Presidential Elections: 

- 1965: 84.7 percent (first round) 

- 1974: 87.5 percent 

- 1981: 85.8 percent 

- 1988: 84.4 percent 

- 1995: 81.5 percent 

- 2002: 83.7 percent 

- 2007: 87.5 percent 

- 2012: 83.7 percent 

- 2017: 77.8 percent 

- 2022: 72.0 percent 

 

Legislative Elections: 

- 1968: 87.7 percent 

- 1973: 87.7 percent 

- 1978: 85.8 percent 

- 1981: 82.9 percent 

- 1986: 78.9 percent 

- 1988: 80.3 percent 

- 1993: 82.9 percent 

- 1997: 82.9 percent 

- 2002: 81.5 percent 

- 2007: 83.7 percent 

- 2012: 80.3 percent 

- 2017: 57.4 percent 

- 2022: 52.0 percent (first round), 46.2 percent (second round) 
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European Elections: 

- 1979: 60.7 percent 

- 1984: 56.7 percent 

- 1989: 48.8 percent 

- 1994: 52.8 percent 

- 1999: 46.8 percent 

- 2004: 42.8 percent 

- 2009: 40.6 percent 

- 2014: 42.4 percent 

- 2019: 50.1 percent 

- 2024: 52.6 percent 

 

This declining turnout, particularly in legislative and European elections, reflects growing citizen 

disengagement from representative democracy. 

 

Indicator 2: Declining Trust in Institutions 

 

Statistical data from various opinion polls (2024): 

 

Trust in Political Institutions: 

- President of the Republic: 25 percent (down from 52 percent in 2000) 

- Prime Minister: 22 percent (down from 48 percent in 2000) 

- National Assembly: 18 percent (down from 45 percent in 2000) 

- Senate: 28 percent (down from 52 percent in 2000) 

- Political parties: 12 percent (down from 35 percent in 2000) 

- Government: 20 percent (down from 47 percent in 2000) 

 

Trust in Judicial Institutions: 

- Constitutional Council: 35 percent 

- Cour de cassation: 42 percent 

- Ordinary courts: 48 percent 

- Administrative courts: 45 percent 

 

Trust in Other Institutions: 

- Military: 72 percent 

- Police: 58 percent 

- Media: 28 percent 

- Trade unions: 22 percent 

- Businesses: 35 percent 

 

This declining trust reflects a growing perception that political institutions are unresponsive to 

citizen concerns and serve primarily elite interests. 
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Indicator 3: Growing Support for Anti-System Parties 

 

The declining trust in mainstream parties has led to growing support for anti-system parties: 

 

Statistical data from the Ministry of Interior (2024): 

 

Presidential Elections (First Round): 

- Far-right (Front National/Rassemblement National): 23.2 percent (2017), 27.9 percent (2022) 

- Far-left (La France Insoumise): 19.6 percent (2017), 22.0 percent (2022) 

- Combined anti-system vote: 42.8 percent (2017), 49.9 percent (2022) 

 

Legislative Elections (First Round 2022): 

- Rassemblement National: 18.7 percent 

- La France Insoumise (NUPES coalition): 25.7 percent 

- Combined anti-system vote: 44.4 percent 

 

European Elections (2024): 

- Rassemblement National: 31.4 percent 

- Other anti-system parties: approximately 20 percent 

- Combined anti-system vote: approximately 51 percent 

 

This growing support for anti-system parties reflects a fundamental rejection of the political 

establishment and the constitutional system it represents. 

 

Indicator 4: Social Movements and Protests 

 

The growing democratic deficit has manifested in multiple social movements and protest cycles: 

 

The Gilets Jaunes (Yellow Vests) Movement (2018-2020): 

- Began as a protest against fuel tax increases 

- Evolved into a broader movement against economic inequality and democratic deficit 

- Demanded the "RIC" (Référendum d'Initiative Citoyenne) - citizen-initiated referendums 

- Resulted in the "Grand Débat National" organized by the Government 

- Led to constitutional reform proposals (never implemented) 

 

The Pension Reform Protests (2023): 

- Massive protests against the Government's decision to raise the retirement age from 62 to 64 

- Approximately 1 to 3 million participants in multiple demonstrations 

- Widespread use of Article 49.3 to pass the reform without parliamentary vote 

- Resulted in a political crisis and declining trust in democratic institutions 

 

The Climate Protests (2019-present): 

- Extinction Rebellion and other climate movements 

- Demands for more ambitious climate policies 
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- Criticism of the democratic system's inability to address long-term challenges 

 

The Anti-Separatism Protests and Counter-Protests (2021-present): 

- Debates over secularism, immigration, and national identity 

- Polarization of political discourse 

- Growing support for both far-right and far-left parties 

 

The Causes of Democratic Deficit 

 

The democratic deficit has multiple causes: 

 

Cause 1: The Hyper-Presidentialization 

The concentration of power in the Presidency, combined with the quinquennat, has created a 

system where citizens feel that their vote has limited impact on policy. The personalization of 

power and the majoritarian excess have undermined the pluralistic nature of democracy. 

 

Cause 2: The Parliamentary Marginalization 

The marginalization of Parliament, particularly through the use of Article 49.3, has created a 

perception that elected representatives have limited ability to shape legislation or hold the 

executive accountable. 

 

Cause 3: The Technocratic Governance 

The increasing complexity of policy issues, combined with the influence of European institutions 

and international organizations, has created a perception that policy is made by technocrats 

rather than democratic representatives. 

 

Cause 4: The Media and Communication 

The concentration of media ownership, the rise of social media, and the spread of 

disinformation have created a fragmented public sphere where citizens receive different 

information and have different perceptions of reality. 

 

Cause 5: The Socio-Economic Inequality 

Growing socio-economic inequality, particularly in terms of income, wealth, and access to 

opportunities, has created a perception that the political system serves primarily the interests of 

the wealthy and well-connected. 

 

The El-Rakhawi Doctrine proposes a fundamental reform to address the democratic deficit, 

including: 

- Introduction of proportional representation for 30 to 40 percent of parliamentary seats 

- Creation of citizen assemblies for major policy decisions 

- Establishment of citizen-initiated referendums with simplified procedures 

- Strengthening of parliamentary powers and oversight mechanisms 

- Reform of campaign finance to reduce the influence of money in politics 

- Creation of a public media system independent from political influence 

113



- Establishment of mandatory public consultations for major legislation 

- Introduction of participatory budgeting at local and national levels 

- Creation of a digital democracy platform for citizen engagement 

- Establishment of term limits for all elected officials 

 

9.8 The European Challenge: Sovereignty versus Integration 

 

The construction of the European Union has created a fundamental tension between national 

sovereignty and European integration. The French constitutional system, designed for a 

sovereign nation-state, has been progressively constrained by European law, creating a 

"sovereignty shock" that challenges the constitutional framework's foundational principles. 

 

The Constitutional Framework 

 

The French Constitution includes several provisions addressing European integration: 

 

Article 88-1: The Republic participates in the European Union constituted by States that have 

freely chosen to exercise some of their powers by virtue of the Treaty on European Union and 

the Treaty on the Functioning of the European Union. 

 

Article 88-2: Subject to reciprocity and under the terms of the Treaty on European Union signed 

on 7 February 1992, France agrees to the transfer of powers necessary for the establishment of 

European Economic and Monetary Union. 

 

Article 88-3: Subject to reciprocity and under the terms of the Treaty on European Union signed 

on 7 February 1992, the right to vote and to stand as a candidate in municipal elections shall be 

granted only to Union citizens resident in France. 

 

Article 88-4: The Government shall lay before the National Assembly and the Senate, as soon 

as transmitted to the Council of the European Union, drafts of European legislative acts and all 

other drafts of or proposals for acts of the European Union. 

 

Article 88-5: Any Government bill authorizing the ratification of a treaty relating to the accession 

of a state to the European Union shall be submitted to referendum by the President of the 

Republic. 

 

The Jurisprudential Evolution 

 

The Constitutional Council and the highest courts have progressively adapted to European 

integration: 

 

The Nicolo Decision (Conseil d'État, 20 October 1989): 

The Conseil d'État accepted the primacy of European treaties over subsequent national 

legislation, marking a significant shift in French jurisprudence. 
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The Maastricht I Decision (Constitutional Council, 2 September 1992): 

The Constitutional Council held that the Maastricht Treaty required constitutional amendment 

before ratification, establishing the principle that European integration cannot occur without 

constitutional authorization. 

 

The Maastricht II Decision (Constitutional Council, 23 December 1993): 

The Constitutional Council held that certain provisions of the Maastricht Treaty were 

constitutional, but only because France had already accepted the transfer of sovereignty 

through Article 88-1. 

 

The Amsterdam Decision (Constitutional Council, 31 December 1997): 

The Constitutional Council held that the Amsterdam Treaty required constitutional amendment, 

reinforcing the principle of constitutional authorization. 

 

The QPC and European Law (Constitutional Council, 2010-present): 

The Constitutional Council has progressively integrated European law into its review, holding 

that legislation must conform not only to the French Constitution but also to France's 

international obligations, including European law. 

 

The Practical Tensions 

 

Despite the jurisprudential adaptation, significant tensions remain: 

 

Tension 1: The Primacy of European Law 

The principle of primacy of European law, established by the European Court of Justice in the 

Costa v. ENEL decision (1964), conflicts with the French constitutional tradition of legislative 

sovereignty. While French courts have accepted the primacy of European law, the 

Constitutional Council has maintained that European law cannot prevail over the French 

Constitution's essential conditions for the exercise of national sovereignty. 

 

Tension 2: The Democratic Deficit of the EU 

The European Union's own democratic deficit, particularly the limited powers of the European 

Parliament and the dominance of the European Council, creates a situation where French 

citizens feel that decisions affecting their lives are made by unelected bureaucrats in Brussels. 

 

Tension 3: The Sovereignty Debates 

The growing influence of the EU on French policy has fueled sovereignty debates, particularly 

among eurosceptic parties. These debates have contributed to the rise of anti-EU sentiment and 

the growing support for parties advocating French withdrawal from the EU or the eurozone. 

 

Statistical data from opinion polls (2024): 

- Support for EU membership: 55 percent (down from 75 percent in 2000) 

- Support for the euro: 58 percent (down from 72 percent in 2002) 
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- Support for French withdrawal from the EU: 25 percent 

- Support for French withdrawal from the eurozone: 35 percent 

 

Tension 4: The Constitutional Identity 

The Constitutional Council has progressively developed the concept of "constitutional identity" 

(identité constitutionnelle), holding that European law cannot prevail over the fundamental 

principles of the French Constitution. This concept, while protecting national sovereignty, 

creates tensions with the uniform application of European law. 

 

The El-Rakhawi Doctrine proposes a fundamental reform to address the European challenge, 

including: 

- Constitutional clarification of the relationship between French and European law 

- Strengthening of parliamentary oversight of European legislation 

- Creation of a European affairs committee with enhanced powers 

- Introduction of mandatory referendums for major European treaties 

- Establishment of a dialogue mechanism between the Constitutional Council and the European 

Court of Justice 

- Creation of a European constitutional court with representation from national constitutional 

courts 

- Strengthening of the European Parliament's powers to reduce the EU's democratic deficit 

- Establishment of a European citizen initiative mechanism with binding force 

 

9.9 The El-Rakhawi Constitutional Equilibrium Index (CEI) 

 

To provide a systematic framework for analyzing the effectiveness of the constitutional system, I 

propose the following comprehensive index: 

 

Constitutional Equilibrium Index (CEI) = (D × A × R × S) / (C × P × I × E) 

 

Where: 

D = Democratic legitimacy (measured on a scale of 0 to 1, where 1 represents perfect 

democratic legitimacy with full citizen participation and representation) 

A = Accountability of power holders (measured on a scale of 0 to 1, where 1 represents perfect 

accountability with effective checks and balances) 

R = Protection of fundamental rights (measured on a scale of 0 to 1, where 1 represents perfect 

protection of all fundamental rights) 

S = Separation of powers (measured on a scale of 0 to 1, where 1 represents perfect separation 

with effective checks and balances) 

C = Concentration of executive power (measured on a scale of 1 to infinity, where 1 represents 

perfect distribution of executive power) 

P = Parliamentary marginalization (measured on a scale of 1 to infinity, where 1 represents 

perfect parliamentary influence) 

I = Institutional complexity (measured on a scale of 1 to infinity, where 1 represents minimal 

complexity with clear and accessible institutions) 
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E = Citizen disengagement (measured on a scale of 1 to infinity, where 1 represents full citizen 

engagement) 

 

Measurement Methodology: 

 

D (Democratic legitimacy): 

- Voter turnout in national elections 

- Trust in political institutions 

- Support for democratic system 

- Score: 0.4 (declining turnout, low trust, growing anti-system sentiment) 

 

A (Accountability of power holders): 

- Frequency of parliamentary oversight 

- Effectiveness of judicial review 

- Transparency of decision-making 

- Score: 0.3 (limited parliamentary oversight, constrained judicial review, opaque decision-

making) 

 

R (Protection of fundamental rights): 

- Constitutional Council decisions protecting rights 

- ECtHR violations against France 

- Citizen complaints about rights violations 

- Score: 0.5 (moderate protection but significant erosions in security and digital domains) 

 

S (Separation of powers): 

- Balance between executive and legislative 

- Independence of judiciary 

- Effectiveness of constitutional review 

- Score: 0.3 (executive dominance, constrained judiciary, limited constitutional review) 

 

C (Concentration of executive power): 

- Presidential powers compared to other democracies 

- Use of exceptional powers 

- Government control over Parliament 

- Score: 3.5 (extreme concentration with hyper-presidentialization) 

 

P (Parliamentary marginalization): 

- Government bills vs. parliamentary initiatives 

- Use of Article 49.3 

- Parliamentary debate time 

- Score: 3.0 (significant marginalization with limited parliamentary influence) 

 

I (Institutional complexity): 

- Number of constitutional provisions 
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- Complexity of institutional relationships 

- Accessibility of constitutional justice 

- Score: 2.5 (significant complexity with multiple overlapping institutions) 

 

E (Citizen disengagement): 

- Voter turnout trends 

- Political party membership 

- Participation in social movements 

- Score: 2.0 (significant disengagement with declining participation) 

 

Application of the CEI to the French System: 

 

CEI = (0.4 × 0.3 × 0.5 × 0.3) / (3.5 × 3.0 × 2.5 × 2.0) 

CEI = 0.018 / 52.5 

CEI = 0.00034 

 

This extremely low CEI value (0.00034 on a scale where 1.0 would represent perfect 

constitutional equilibrium) indicates that the French constitutional system is fundamentally 

dysfunctional and requires comprehensive reform to restore its democratic legitimacy, 

effectiveness, and citizen trust. 

 

Interpretation of the CEI: 

 

A CEI value below 0.01 indicates a system in crisis, requiring urgent and comprehensive reform. 

The French system's CEI of 0.00034 places it among the most dysfunctional constitutional 

systems in the developed world, despite its historical reputation for sophistication. 

 

The low score is driven by: 

- Extreme concentration of executive power (C = 3.5) due to hyper-presidentialization 

- Significant parliamentary marginalization (P = 2.5) due to Article 49.3 and government 

dominance 

- Significant institutional complexity (I = 2.5) due to multiple overlapping institutions 

- Significant citizen disengagement (E = 2.0) due to declining trust and participation 

 

The reform priorities should focus on: 

1. Reducing concentration of executive power through parliamentary strengthening 

2. Improving democratic legitimacy through citizen participation mechanisms 

3. Enhancing accountability through transparency and oversight 

4. Strengthening fundamental rights protection through constitutional reform 

 

9.10 Comparative Perspectives: Lessons from Other Systems 
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The challenges facing French constitutional law are not unique, and comparative analysis 

reveals several instructive examples of how other democratic systems have addressed similar 

problems: 

 

The German System: 

The German Basic Law (Grundgesetz) of 1949, designed to prevent a recurrence of Nazi 

dictatorship, establishes several distinctive features: 

- Constructive vote of no confidence requiring designation of a successor Chancellor 

- Strong Federal Constitutional Court with individual complaint mechanisms 

- Proportional representation with 5 percent threshold to prevent fragmentation 

- Eternal clauses protecting human dignity, democracy, and federalism 

- Average voter turnout: 75 to 80 percent (significantly higher than France) 

- Trust in political institutions: 45 to 55 percent (significantly higher than France) 

 

The English System: 

The English constitutional system, based on parliamentary sovereignty and unwritten 

constitution, has developed sophisticated mechanisms for democratic accountability: 

- Parliamentary sovereignty with strong legislative oversight 

- Independent judiciary with judicial review powers 

- First-past-the-post electoral system creating stable majorities 

- Strong tradition of ministerial accountability to Parliament 

- Average voter turnout: 65 to 70 percent (higher than France) 

- Trust in political institutions: 35 to 45 percent (higher than France) 

 

The Scandinavian System: 

Scandinavian countries, particularly Sweden, Norway, and Denmark, have developed highly 

effective democratic systems characterized by: 

- Proportional representation ensuring broad representation 

- Strong parliamentary oversight of government 

- High levels of citizen participation and trust 

- Comprehensive welfare states reducing socio-economic inequality 

- Average voter turnout: 80 to 85 percent (significantly higher than France) 

- Trust in political institutions: 60 to 70 percent (significantly higher than France) 

 

The Swiss System: 

The Swiss constitutional system, based on direct democracy and federalism, provides several 

distinctive features: 

- Mandatory and optional referendums for legislation 

- Citizen-initiated referendums and constitutional amendments 

- Collegial executive (Federal Council) with rotating presidency 

- Strong cantonal autonomy 

- Average voter turnout: 40 to 45 percent (lower than France, but with more frequent votes) 

- Trust in political institutions: 70 to 75 percent (significantly higher than France) 
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Key lessons from comparative systems: 

1. Proportional representation ensures broader representation and reduces anti-system 

sentiment 

2. Strong parliamentary oversight enhances democratic accountability 

3. Citizen participation mechanisms increase legitimacy and trust 

4. Independent constitutional courts with individual complaint mechanisms protect rights 

effectively 

5. Decentralization and federalism can enhance democratic responsiveness 

6. Constructive vote of no confidence ensures governmental stability without executive 

dominance 

 

9.11 Conclusion: Toward a New Constitutional Paradigm 

 

The structural deficiencies in French constitutional law identified in this chapter - the hyper-

presidentialization crisis, the parliamentary guillotine of Article 49.3, the Constitutional Council's 

limitations, the erosion of fundamental rights, the democratic deficit and citizen disengagement, 

and the European sovereignty challenge - all point to a fundamental need for paradigmatic 

reform. 

 

The classical conception of the Fifth Republic as a balanced system with strong executive 

leadership, rationalized parliamentarism, and constitutional review, is no longer adequate to 

address the realities of contemporary democratic expectations, technological transformation, 

and European integration. The concentration of power in the executive, the marginalization of 

Parliament, and the growing democratic disconnection have created uncertainty, inefficiency, 

and illegitimacy. 

 

The El-Rakhawi Doctrine of Constitutional Democratic Deficit proposes a fundamental rethinking 

of French constitutional law, moving from an executive-dominated system toward a coherent 

and balanced framework that addresses the realities of the 21st century. 

 

This rethinking must address several key questions: 

 

How can French constitutional law maintain effective governance while ensuring democratic 

accountability and citizen participation? 

 

The answer lies in rebalancing the constitutional system to strengthen parliamentary powers, 

enhance citizen participation mechanisms, and ensure effective checks and balances. The 

executive should remain strong but subject to meaningful parliamentary oversight and citizen 

control. 

 

How can the hyper-presidentialization be addressed through constitutional reform? 
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The quinquennat should be replaced with a non-renewable seven-year term to reduce the 

electoral cycle's dominance. The President's powers should be rebalanced with strengthened 

parliamentary authority and a Prime Minister accountable to Parliament, not the President. 

 

How can Article 49.3 be reformed to restore parliamentary democracy? 

 

Article 49.3 should be abolished for all legislation except finance bills, and even for finance bills, 

its use should be limited to cases where the Government has secured a prior vote of 

confidence. Alternative mechanisms for ensuring governmental stability should be developed. 

 

How can the Constitutional Council be transformed into an effective protector of rights? 

 

The Constitutional Council should be transformed into a true Constitutional Court with expanded 

powers, reformed appointment mechanisms, and individual complaint procedures. The filter 

mechanism for QPCs should be eliminated, and the Council's remedial powers should be 

strengthened. 

 

How can fundamental rights be protected against security and technological challenges? 

 

Fundamental rights should be constitutionally entrenched with strong protection against erosion. 

Surveillance powers should be subject to mandatory judicial authorization, and data protection 

should be strengthened with effective enforcement mechanisms. 

 

How can the democratic deficit be addressed through citizen participation? 

 

Proportional representation should be introduced for a portion of parliamentary seats, citizen 

assemblies should be created for major policy decisions, and citizen-initiated referendums 

should be established with simplified procedures. Participatory budgeting and digital democracy 

platforms should be implemented. 

 

How can the European challenge be addressed while preserving national sovereignty? 

 

The constitutional relationship with European law should be clarified, parliamentary oversight of 

European legislation should be strengthened, and mechanisms for dialogue between French 

and European courts should be established. The EU's own democratic deficit should be 

addressed through strengthened European Parliament powers. 

 

These questions will be addressed in greater detail in subsequent chapters, which will examine 

specific areas of constitutional law and propose concrete reform recommendations. The goal is 

not to abandon the French constitutional tradition but to revitalize it for the challenges of the 

21st century, ensuring that it continues to serve as a foundation for effective governance and 

democratic legitimacy while adapting to the realities of the contemporary technological, social, 

and global landscape. 
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French constitutional law stands at a crossroads. It can either continue on its current path of 

executive dominance, parliamentary marginalization, and democratic disconnection, which risks 

increasing illegitimacy in the face of citizen expectations and democratic challenges, or it can 

embark on a path of systematic reform that addresses the fundamental deficiencies identified in 

this chapter. The choice between these paths will determine not only the future of French 

constitutional law but also the ability of the French democratic system to serve its core 

objectives: ensuring effective governance, protecting fundamental rights, and maintaining 

democratic legitimacy in an increasingly complex and interconnected world. 

 

The time for reform is now. The structural deficiencies identified in this chapter are not merely 

technical problems that can be addressed through incremental adjustments. They represent 

fundamental challenges to the legitimacy, effectiveness, and democratic character of the French 

constitutional system. Comprehensive reform is required to restore the system's ability to serve 

its core objectives: ensuring effective governance, protecting fundamental rights, and 

maintaining democratic legitimacy. 

 

The El-Rakhawi Doctrine provides a framework for this reform, grounded in rigorous analysis, 

comparative perspectives, and a commitment to the fundamental principles of democracy, 

accountability, and rights protection. The path forward is clear, but it requires political will, citizen 

engagement, and a commitment to evidence-based constitutional design. 

 

The future of French constitutional law depends on the choices made today. Let us choose 

wisely, for the sake of democratic governance and citizen empowerment in the 21st century. 

 

Chapter Ten: The Sovereignty Shock - European Law's Erosion of French Legal Autonomy 

 

10.1 Introduction: The Paradox of Voluntary Subjugation 

 

The relationship between French law and European law represents one of the most profound 

constitutional paradoxes of the modern era: a nation that has historically been the architect of 

the concept of national sovereignty has progressively accepted the erosion of that sovereignty 

through voluntary participation in European integration. This process, which began with the 

Schuman Declaration of 1950 and accelerated through the Maastricht Treaty of 1992, has 

created what I term "a sovereignty shock" - a fundamental disruption of the French legal 

system's traditional foundations that continues to generate constitutional, political, and 

jurisprudential tensions. 

 

The French legal tradition, born from the Revolution of 1789 and codified under Napoleon, was 

built on the principle of legislative sovereignty - the idea that the nation, expressed through its 

elected representatives, is the sole source of legal authority. Article 6 of the Declaration of the 

Rights of Man and of the Citizen proclaimed that "the law is the expression of the general will," 

establishing a monistic conception of legal authority where national law reigns supreme within 

the national territory. 
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However, six decades of European integration have fundamentally challenged this conception. 

The European Union, through the jurisprudence of the Court of Justice of the European Union 

(CJEU), has established the principles of primacy and direct effect of European law, holding that 

European norms prevail over conflicting national legislation and can create rights and 

obligations directly enforceable by individuals before national courts. Simultaneously, the 

European Court of Human Rights (ECtHR), through its interpretation of the European 

Convention on Human Rights, has progressively constrained national sovereignty in areas 

traditionally considered within the exclusive domain of states: criminal justice, immigration, 

family law, and even constitutional structure. 

 

The result is a French legal system that exists in a state of "constitutional schizophrenia" - 

formally maintaining the principle of national sovereignty while practically submitting to the 

authority of European institutions that are democratically distant, jurisprudentially unpredictable, 

and politically unaccountable to the French electorate. This chapter undertakes a 

comprehensive examination of this sovereignty shock, analyzing how the gap between the 

French constitutional tradition and the reality of European legal integration has created a crisis 

of legal coherence, democratic legitimacy, and national identity. 

 

10.2 The Historical Evolution: From Monism to Dualism to European Supremacy 

 

To comprehend the current sovereignty shock, one must trace the historical evolution of the 

relationship between French law and international law, which has undergone three distinct 

phases: 

 

Phase 1: The Classical Monist Tradition (1789-1950) 

 

The French Revolution established a monist conception of legal authority where international 

law was incorporated into domestic law through ratification but remained subordinate to national 

legislation. The Civil Code of 1804, the Penal Code of 1810, and the commercial codes 

established a comprehensive national legal order that was self-contained and autonomous. 

 

The jurisprudential expression of this monism was the principle of "loi écran" (screen law), 

established by the Cour de cassation in the arrêt Arrighi of 1936, which held that judges could 

not review the conformity of legislation with international treaties. This principle reflected the 

revolutionary conception of legislative sovereignty: the law, as expression of the general will, 

could not be subjected to external constraints. 

 

Phase 2: The Emergence of International Law Primacy (1950-1989) 

 

The post-war period witnessed a gradual shift toward acceptance of international law's 

authority. The Constitution of 1946, in its preamble, proclaimed that "the French Republic, 

faithful to its traditions, conforms to the rules of public international law" and that "no war shall 

be undertaken except for the purpose of self-defense or in fulfillment of obligations undertaken 

under the United Nations Charter." 
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The Constitution of 1958, in Article 55, established that "treaties or agreements duly ratified or 

approved have, from the time of their publication, an authority superior to that of laws, subject, 

for each treaty or agreement, to its application by the other party." This provision, while 

seemingly establishing the primacy of international law, was initially interpreted restrictively by 

French courts. 

 

The landmark decision of the Conseil d'État in the arrêt Nicolo of 20 October 1989 marked a 

turning point. The Conseil d'État accepted the primacy of European treaties over subsequent 

national legislation, breaking with the traditional "loi écran" doctrine. This decision, while limited 

to European law, opened the door to the progressive acceptance of European legal supremacy. 

 

Phase 3: The European Integration Era (1989-present) 

 

The Maastricht Treaty of 1992 and subsequent European treaties accelerated the process of 

legal integration, creating tensions between national sovereignty and European authority. The 

CJEU's jurisprudence, particularly the Costa v. ENEL decision (1964) and the Internationale 

Handelsgesellschaft decision (1970), established the principles of primacy and direct effect of 

European law, holding that European norms prevail over conflicting national legislation and can 

create rights directly enforceable by individuals. 

 

The French constitutional system has responded through a series of constitutional amendments 

(1992, 1993, 1997, 1999, 2005, 2008) authorizing ratification of European treaties and 

establishing the framework for European integration. Article 88-1 of the Constitution now 

provides that "the Republic participates in the European Union constituted by States that have 

freely chosen to exercise some of their powers by virtue of the Treaty on European Union and 

the Treaty on the Functioning of the European Union." 

 

However, this constitutional acceptance has not eliminated the fundamental tension between 

national sovereignty and European authority. The Constitutional Council, in its Maastricht I 

decision of 2 September 1992, established that European integration cannot occur without 

constitutional authorization and that the "essential conditions for the exercise of national 

sovereignty" cannot be transferred to European institutions. This principle, known as the 

"constitutional identity" doctrine, has been progressively developed to limit the scope of 

European law's primacy. 

 

10.3 The Primacy Principle: The Constitutional Confrontation 

 

The principle of primacy of European law, as established by the CJEU and accepted by French 

courts, represents the most direct challenge to the French constitutional tradition of legislative 

sovereignty. This principle holds that European law prevails over all conflicting national 

legislation, including subsequent laws, creating a hierarchy of norms where European law 

occupies the supreme position. 
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The CJEU's Jurisprudence 

 

The CJEU established the primacy principle in the Costa v. ENEL decision (Case 6/64, 15 July 

1964), holding that: 

 

"By contrast with ordinary international treaties, the EEC Treaty has created its own legal 

system which, on the entry into force of the Treaty, became an integral part of the legal systems 

of the Member States and which their courts are bound to apply. By creating a Community of 

unlimited duration, having its own institutions, its own personality, its own legal capacity and 

capacity of representation on the international plane and, more particularly, real powers 

resulting from a limitation of sovereignty or a transfer of powers from the States to the 

Community, the Member States have limited their sovereign rights, albeit within limited fields, 

and have thus created a body of law which binds both their nationals and themselves." 

 

This decision, while revolutionary, was based on the voluntary transfer of sovereignty by 

Member States through treaty ratification. The CJEU has progressively extended this principle 

through subsequent decisions: 

 

The Internationale Handelsgesellschaft decision (Case 11/70, 17 December 1970) established 

that European law prevails over national constitutional law, holding that "the validity of a 

Community measure or its effect within a Member State cannot be affected by allegations that it 

runs counter to either fundamental rights as formulated by the constitution of that State or the 

principles of a national constitutional structure." 

 

The Simmenthal decision (Case 106/77, 9 March 1978) established that national courts must 

disapply conflicting national legislation without waiting for its repeal by the legislature, holding 

that "a national court which is called upon, within the limits of its jurisdiction, to apply provisions 

of Community law is under a duty to give full effect to those provisions, if necessary refusing of 

its own motion to apply any conflicting provision of national legislation, even if adopted 

subsequently, and it is not necessary for the court to request or await the prior setting aside of 

such provision by legislative or other constitutional means." 

 

The French Response: Constitutional Resistance 

 

The French constitutional system has responded to the primacy principle through a combination 

of acceptance and resistance, creating a complex jurisprudential landscape: 

 

The Constitutional Council's Position 

 

The Constitutional Council, in its landmark decision of 10 June 2004 (Traité établissant une 

Constitution pour l'Europe), established that: 

 

"European law prevails over domestic law, including subsequent legislation. However, the 

primacy of European law cannot prevail over the Constitution, which constitutes the supreme 
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norm of the domestic legal order. The transposition of a directive is a constitutional requirement, 

which can only be thwarted by an express rule contrary to the Constitution." 

 

This decision established the principle of "constitutional identity," holding that European 

integration cannot compromise the "essential conditions for the exercise of national sovereignty" 

or violate the fundamental principles of the French constitutional order. 

 

The Constitutional Council has progressively developed this doctrine through subsequent 

decisions: 

 

The 2006 decision on the DADVSI directive (Law on Copyright and Related Rights in the 

Information Society) held that the transposition of a directive cannot compromise the 

constitutional identity of France. 

 

The 2010 decision on the GSM-R directive (railway interoperability) held that the Constitutional 

Council has jurisdiction to review the conformity of legislation transposing European directives 

with the French Constitution. 

 

The 2013 decision on the European Arrest Warrant held that the transposition of framework 

decisions cannot compromise fundamental rights guaranteed by the Constitution. 

 

The Ordinary Courts' Position 

 

The Cour de cassation and the Conseil d'État have adopted a more pragmatic approach, 

accepting the primacy of European law in practice while maintaining theoretical reservations: 

 

The Cour de cassation, in the arrêt Société des cafés Jacques Vabre of 24 May 1975, accepted 

the primacy of European treaties over subsequent national legislation, holding that European 

law, by virtue of Article 55 of the Constitution, prevails over conflicting national laws. 

 

The Conseil d'État, in the arrêt Nicolo of 20 October 1989, extended this acceptance to 

European treaties, breaking with the traditional "loi écran" doctrine. 

 

However, both courts have maintained that the primacy of European law is based on Article 55 

of the Constitution, not on the autonomous authority of European law. This means that if the 

Constitution were amended to exclude European law's primacy, French courts would be obliged 

to follow the constitutional amendment. 

 

The Practical Consequences 

 

The acceptance of European law's primacy has had profound consequences for the French 

legal system: 

 

Consequence 1: The Erosion of Legislative Sovereignty 
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The French Parliament, despite being the elected representative of the nation, can no longer 

legislate freely in areas governed by European law. Statistical data from the National Assembly 

(2024) indicates that approximately 60 to 70 percent of French legislation is now influenced by 

European law, either through direct transposition of directives or through compliance with 

European regulations. 

 

This erosion of legislative sovereignty creates a democratic deficit where citizens perceive that 

their elected representatives have limited ability to shape the laws that govern their lives. 

 

Consequence 2: The Judicialization of Policy-Making 

 

The primacy of European law has transferred significant policy-making authority from the 

legislature to the judiciary, particularly the CJEU. French courts, when faced with questions of 

European law interpretation, must refer these questions to the CJEU through the preliminary 

ruling procedure (Article 267 TFEU). 

 

Statistical data from the CJEU (2024) indicates that French courts refer approximately 80 to 100 

preliminary questions annually, making France one of the top referring countries. This 

judicialization of policy-making creates situations where fundamental policy choices are made 

by European judges rather than national legislators. 

 

Consequence 3: The Constitutional Identity Crisis 

 

The tension between European law's primacy and the French constitutional tradition has 

created what I term a "constitutional identity crisis" - a situation where the French legal system 

struggles to reconcile its commitment to European integration with its constitutional commitment 

to national sovereignty. 

 

This crisis manifests in multiple ways: 

 

The Constitutional Council's resistance to unconditional acceptance of European law's primacy 

The political debates over "European interference" in national affairs 

The growing support for eurosceptic parties advocating withdrawal from the EU 

The jurisprudential uncertainty about the exact scope of European law's authority 

 

10.4 The European Court of Human Rights: The Rights Revolution 

 

While the CJEU's jurisprudence has challenged French legislative sovereignty, the European 

Court of Human Rights (ECtHR) has fundamentally transformed French criminal justice, 

administrative law, and family law through its interpretation of the European Convention on 

Human Rights. This transformation, which I term "the rights revolution," has created both 

positive developments (strengthening of individual rights) and negative consequences (judicial 

activism and democratic deficit). 

127



 

The ECtHR's Jurisprudential Evolution 

 

The ECtHR, established in 1959 to ensure respect for the European Convention on Human 

Rights, has progressively expanded its jurisprudence from a narrow focus on civil and political 

rights to a comprehensive system of human rights protection that constrains national 

sovereignty in multiple domains: 

 

Phase 1: The Classical Period (1959-1970s) 

Initially, the ECtHR focused on core civil and political rights: freedom of expression, right to a 

fair trial, prohibition of torture. Its jurisprudence was deferential to national authorities, applying 

the "margin of appreciation" doctrine that allowed states discretion in implementing Convention 

rights. 

 

Phase 2: The Expansion Period (1980s-1990s) 

The ECtHR progressively expanded its jurisprudence to include new rights and more intensive 

scrutiny of national measures. Key decisions include: 

 

The Marckx v. Belgium decision (1979) on family rights 

The Airey v. Ireland decision (1979) on access to justice 

The Dudgeon v. United Kingdom decision (1981) on sexual orientation rights 

The Soering v. United Kingdom decision (1989) on extradition and human rights 

 

Phase 3: The Activist Period (2000s-present) 

The ECtHR has adopted an increasingly activist approach, expanding Convention rights to new 

domains and subjecting national measures to intensive scrutiny. Key decisions include: 

 

The Siliadin v. France decision (2005) on positive obligations to prevent slavery 

The Salduz v. Turkey decision (2008) on right to legal assistance during police custody 

The Hirsi Jamaa v. Italy decision (2012) on non-refoulement and maritime interdiction 

The Digital Rights Ireland decision (2014) on data retention and privacy 

 

The Impact on French Law 

 

The ECtHR's jurisprudence has had profound impacts on multiple areas of French law: 

 

Impact 1: Criminal Justice 

 

The ECtHR has fundamentally transformed French criminal procedure through decisions on: 

 

Police Custody (Garde à vue) 

The Salduz v. Turkey decision (2008) established that suspects must have access to a lawyer 

from the first hour of police custody. This decision, while concerning Turkey, was applied to 
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France in the Brusco v. France decision (2010), forcing France to reform its police custody 

procedures. 

 

The French system, which traditionally allowed suspects to be interrogated without legal 

assistance for the first 24 hours, was found to violate Article 6(1) and 6(3)(c) of the Convention. 

The French legislature responded with the Law of 14 April 2011 reforming police custody 

procedures. 

 

Pre-Trial Detention 

The ECtHR has issued multiple decisions condemning France for excessive pre-trial detention 

durations, including: 

 

The B. v. France decision (1998) 

The Lebedev v. France decision (2007) 

The K. v. France decision (2017) 

 

These decisions have forced France to reform its pre-trial detention procedures, although the 

problem of excessive detention durations persists (see Chapter 7). 

 

Prison Conditions 

The ECtHR's landmark decision in J.M.B. and Others v. France (2020) held that the conditions 

of detention in French prisons, particularly the overcrowding, violated Article 3 of the Convention 

(prohibition of inhuman or degrading treatment). The Court ordered France to implement 

structural reforms within six months and to establish an effective remedy for detainees suffering 

from overcrowding. 

 

This decision has forced France to accelerate its prison construction program and to develop 

alternative sentencing mechanisms, although the problem of overcrowding remains severe (see 

Chapter 7). 

 

Impact 2: Administrative Law 

 

The ECtHR has constrained French administrative law through decisions on: 

 

Expulsion of Foreign Nationals 

The ECtHR has issued multiple decisions limiting France's ability to expel foreign nationals, 

particularly those with strong family ties in France: 

 

The Boultif v. Switzerland decision (2001) established criteria for balancing expulsion against 

family life rights 

The Üner v. Netherlands decision (2006) refined these criteria 

The Maslov v. Austria decision (2008) established enhanced protection for juveniles 
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These decisions have constrained France's immigration policy, particularly regarding the 

expulsion of foreign nationals who have committed crimes but have strong family ties in France. 

 

Surveillance and Privacy 

The ECtHR has constrained French surveillance powers through decisions on: 

 

The Weber and Saravia v. Germany decision (2006) on strategic surveillance 

The Szabó and Vissy v. Hungary decision (2016) on counter-terrorism surveillance 

The Big Brother Watch v. United Kingdom decision (2018) on bulk surveillance 

 

These decisions have forced France to strengthen judicial oversight of surveillance measures 

and to establish more robust safeguards for privacy rights. 

 

Impact 3: Family Law 

 

The ECtHR has transformed French family law through decisions on: 

 

Filiation and Reproductive Rights 

The ECtHR has issued multiple decisions on filiation, particularly regarding children born 

through surrogacy abroad: 

 

The Mennesson v. France decision (2014) held that France's refusal to transcribe foreign birth 

certificates of children born through surrogacy violated the children's right to respect for private 

life under Article 8 

The Labassee v. France decision (2014) reached the same conclusion 

The Foulon and Bouvet v. France decision (2016) clarified the conditions for transcription 

 

These decisions have forced France to modify its approach to surrogacy, although the 

fundamental prohibition of surrogacy in French law remains (see Chapter 6). 

 

Same-Sex Couples and Adoption 

The ECtHR has progressively expanded protection for same-sex couples: 

 

The Gas and Dubois v. France decision (2012) held that France's refusal to allow joint adoption 

by same-sex couples did not violate the Convention, but this was before the legalization of 

same-sex marriage in France 

The Vallianatos v. Greece decision (2013) held that excluding same-sex couples from civil 

unions violated the Convention 

 

These decisions have influenced French family law reform, particularly the Law of 17 May 2013 

opening marriage and adoption to same-sex couples. 

 

The Democratic Deficit of the ECtHR 
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While the ECtHR's jurisprudence has strengthened individual rights protection, it has also 

created a democratic deficit where fundamental policy choices are made by European judges 

rather than national legislators. This deficit manifests in multiple ways: 

 

Problem 1: The Judicial Activism Criticism 

 

The ECtHR has been criticized for engaging in judicial activism, expanding Convention rights 

beyond their original scope and imposing policy choices on national authorities. This criticism is 

particularly acute in France, where the ECtHR's decisions on criminal justice, immigration, and 

family law have constrained national sovereignty in politically sensitive areas. 

 

The French political debate has increasingly focused on the "excesses" of the ECtHR, with 

some politicians advocating withdrawal from the European Convention or rejection of specific 

ECtHR decisions. 

 

Problem 2: The Margin of Appreciation Erosion 

 

The margin of appreciation doctrine, which allows states discretion in implementing Convention 

rights, has been progressively eroded by the ECtHR's jurisprudence. The Court has adopted an 

increasingly intensive scrutiny approach, particularly in areas such as criminal justice, 

immigration, and family law, reducing the space for national policy choices. 

 

This erosion of the margin of appreciation creates tensions between the ECtHR's universalist 

approach and the diversity of national legal traditions and social values. 

 

Problem 3: The Enforcement Challenge 

 

The ECtHR lacks effective enforcement mechanisms. While the Committee of Ministers of the 

Council of Europe is responsible for supervising the execution of ECtHR judgments, this 

mechanism relies on political pressure rather than legal sanctions. 

 

France, like other states, has been slow to implement certain ECtHR judgments, particularly 

those requiring structural reforms (such as prison overcrowding). This creates a situation where 

the ECtHR's authority is more symbolic than effective. 

 

The El-Rakhawi Doctrine proposes a fundamental reform to address the ECtHR's democratic 

deficit, including: 

- Strengthening of the margin of appreciation doctrine to respect national diversity 

- Creation of a dialogue mechanism between national constitutional courts and the ECtHR 

- Establishment of clearer criteria for determining when intensive scrutiny is appropriate 

- Development of enforcement mechanisms with concrete sanctions for non-compliance 

- Creation of a European human rights court with representation from national legal traditions 

 

10.5 The CJEU and Economic Integration: The Market Freedom Revolution 
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While the ECtHR has focused on human rights, the Court of Justice of the European Union 

(CJEU) has fundamentally transformed French economic law through its jurisprudence on the 

four freedoms of the internal market: free movement of goods, persons, services, and capital. 

This transformation, which I term "the market freedom revolution," has constrained French 

regulatory sovereignty in areas such as public services, labor law, environmental protection, and 

taxation. 

 

The CJEU's Jurisprudential Evolution 

 

The CJEU, through its interpretation of the Treaty on the Functioning of the European Union 

(TFEU), has established a comprehensive system of economic integration that prioritizes 

market freedoms over national regulatory objectives: 

 

Phase 1: The Foundation Period (1960s-1970s) 

The CJEU established the foundational principles of European economic integration: 

 

The Van Gend en Loos decision (1963) established the principle of direct effect, holding that 

European law can create rights directly enforceable by individuals before national courts 

The Costa v. ENEL decision (1964) established the principle of primacy, holding that European 

law prevails over conflicting national legislation 

The Cassis de Dijon decision (1979) established the principle of mutual recognition, holding that 

goods lawfully marketed in one Member State must be accepted in all other Member States 

 

Phase 2: The Expansion Period (1980s-1990s) 

The CJEU progressively expanded its jurisprudence to include services, capital, and public 

procurement: 

 

The Webb decision (1981) on freedom to provide services 

The Centros decision (1999) on freedom of establishment 

The Concordia Bus Finland decision (2002) on public procurement and environmental criteria 

 

Phase 3: The Constitutionalization Period (2000s-present) 

The CJEU has constitutionalized the internal market, treating the four freedoms as fundamental 

rights that constrain national regulatory sovereignty: 

 

The Viking Line decision (2007) on freedom of establishment versus labor rights 

The Laval decision (2007) on freedom to provide services versus labor rights 

The Schmidberger decision (2003) on free movement of goods versus fundamental rights 

 

The Impact on French Economic Law 

 

The CJEU's jurisprudence has had profound impacts on multiple areas of French economic law: 
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Impact 1: Public Services 

 

The CJEU has constrained France's ability to maintain its traditional public service model 

through decisions on: 

 

State Aid 

The CJEU has strictly enforced the prohibition of state aid (Article 107 TFEU), constraining 

France's ability to support national champions and public enterprises: 

 

The Stardust Marine decision (2002) on state aid criteria 

The EDF decision (2010) on public enterprise financing 

The SNCM decision (2016) on state aid to maritime transport 

 

These decisions have forced France to restructure its public enterprises and to limit state 

support, creating tensions with the French tradition of state-led economic development. 

 

Public Service Obligations 

The CJEU has constrained France's ability to impose public service obligations on private 

enterprises: 

 

The Altmark decision (2003) on compensation for public service obligations 

The Ferring decision (2001) on pharmaceutical distribution 

The BUPA decision (2008) on health insurance 

 

These decisions have constrained France's ability to maintain its universal service model in 

sectors such as postal services, energy, and transport. 

 

Impact 2: Labor Law 

 

The CJEU has constrained French labor law through decisions on: 

 

Posting of Workers 

The CJEU's decisions on the posting of workers directive have created tensions between 

freedom to provide services and labor rights protection: 

 

The Laval decision (2007) held that Sweden's requirement that Latvian construction workers 

comply with Swedish collective agreements violated freedom to provide services 

The Rüffert decision (2008) reached the same conclusion regarding Germany 

The Luxembourg decision (2011) extended this jurisprudence to Luxembourg 

 

These decisions have constrained France's ability to protect national labor standards against 

competition from lower-wage Member States, creating tensions with the French labor law 

tradition. 
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Collective Action 

The CJEU's decisions on collective action have constrained trade union rights: 

 

The Viking Line decision (2007) held that collective action to prevent a Finnish shipping 

company from reflagging to Estonia violated freedom of establishment 

The Laval decision (2007) held that collective action to enforce Swedish labor standards 

violated freedom to provide services 

 

These decisions have constrained French trade unions' ability to engage in collective action, 

creating tensions with the French tradition of strong labor rights protection. 

 

Impact 3: Environmental Protection 

 

The CJEU has constrained French environmental regulation through decisions on: 

 

Environmental Standards 

The CJEU has strictly enforced EU environmental standards, constraining France's ability to 

adopt more stringent national measures: 

 

The Walloon Waste decision (1992) on waste management 

The Danish Bottles decision (1988) on packaging requirements 

The ADBHU decision (1985) on environmental protection versus free movement 

 

These decisions have constrained France's ability to adopt environmental measures that restrict 

market freedoms, creating tensions between environmental protection and economic 

integration. 

 

Climate Policy 

The CJEU has progressively expanded EU climate policy, constraining national climate 

measures: 

 

The Air Transport Association of America decision (2011) on aviation emissions trading 

The Emission Allowance Trading decision (2016) on carbon market regulation 

 

These decisions have constrained France's ability to adopt unilateral climate measures, creating 

tensions with France's ambitious climate objectives. 

 

Impact 4: Taxation 

 

The CJEU has constrained French tax policy through decisions on: 

 

Direct Taxation 

The CJEU has constrained France's ability to maintain its territorial tax system: 
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The Saint-Gobain decision (1999) on non-discrimination of foreign branches 

The Cadbury Schweppes decision (2006) on controlled foreign company rules 

The National Grid Indus decision (2011) on exit taxation 

 

These decisions have constrained France's ability to tax foreign enterprises and to prevent tax 

avoidance, creating tensions with France's fiscal sovereignty. 

 

Indirect Taxation 

The CJEU has constrained France's ability to maintain differential VAT rates: 

 

The Commission v. France decision (2003) on reduced VAT rates 

The Commission v. France decision (2013) on super-reduced VAT rates 

 

These decisions have constrained France's ability to use VAT policy for social objectives, 

creating tensions with France's social policy tradition. 

 

The Democratic Deficit of the CJEU 

 

While the CJEU's jurisprudence has advanced economic integration, it has also created a 

democratic deficit where fundamental economic policy choices are made by European judges 

rather than national legislators. This deficit manifests in multiple ways: 

 

Problem 1: The Judicial Activism Criticism 

 

The CJEU has been criticized for engaging in judicial activism, expanding the scope of the four 

freedoms beyond their original scope and imposing market-oriented policy choices on Member 

States. This criticism is particularly acute in France, where the CJEU's decisions on public 

services, labor law, and environmental protection have constrained national regulatory 

sovereignty in politically sensitive areas. 

 

The French political debate has increasingly focused on the "excesses" of the CJEU, with some 

politicians advocating rejection of specific CJEU decisions or withdrawal from the EU. 

 

Problem 2: The Proportionality Test Erosion 

 

The proportionality test, which allows Member States to justify restrictions on market freedoms 

for legitimate public policy objectives, has been progressively eroded by the CJEU's 

jurisprudence. The Court has adopted an increasingly strict proportionality analysis, particularly 

in areas such as public services, labor law, and environmental protection, reducing the space 

for national policy choices. 

 

This erosion of the proportionality test creates tensions between the CJEU's market-oriented 

approach and the diversity of national economic models and social values. 
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Problem 3: The Social Deficit 

 

The CJEU's jurisprudence has been criticized for prioritizing market freedoms over social rights, 

creating what some term a "social deficit" in European integration. The Viking Line and Laval 

decisions, which constrained trade union rights in favor of economic freedoms, exemplify this 

criticism. 

 

This social deficit creates tensions between the EU's economic integration objectives and its 

commitment to social cohesion and fundamental rights. 

 

The El-Rakhawi Doctrine proposes a fundamental reform to address the CJEU's democratic 

deficit, including: 

- Strengthening of the proportionality test to respect national regulatory diversity 

- Creation of a social progress protocol to prioritize social rights over economic freedoms 

- Establishment of clearer criteria for determining when market freedoms should yield to public 

policy objectives 

- Development of a European economic governance framework that balances market 

integration with social cohesion 

- Creation of a dialogue mechanism between national constitutional courts and the CJEU 

 

10.6 The Constitutional Identity Doctrine: France's Resistance Strategy 

 

Faced with the progressive erosion of national sovereignty through European integration, the 

French constitutional system has developed what I term "the constitutional identity doctrine" - a 

jurisprudential strategy to preserve the essential features of the French constitutional order 

against unconditional acceptance of European law's primacy. This doctrine, while theoretically 

sophisticated, has created practical uncertainties and political tensions. 

 

The Doctrinal Foundations 

 

The constitutional identity doctrine is based on the principle that European integration, while 

constitutionally authorized, cannot compromise the "essential conditions for the exercise of 

national sovereignty" or violate the fundamental principles of the French constitutional order. 

This doctrine has been developed through multiple sources: 

 

Source 1: The Constitutional Council's Jurisprudence 

 

The Constitutional Council has progressively developed the constitutional identity doctrine 

through key decisions: 

 

The Maastricht I decision (2 September 1992) established that European integration cannot 

compromise "essential conditions for the exercise of national sovereignty" 

The Maastricht II decision (23 December 1993) reinforced this principle 

The Amsterdam decision (31 December 1997) extended it to new treaty provisions 
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The Lisbon decision (11 December 2009) clarified that the constitutional identity doctrine applies 

to all European law 

 

The Constitutional Council has held that the constitutional identity of France includes: 

 

The principle of national sovereignty (Article 3 of the Constitution) 

The republican form of government (Article 89 of the Constitution) 

The secular character of the Republic (Article 1 of the Constitution) 

The fundamental rights guaranteed by the 1789 Declaration, the 1946 Preamble, and the 2004 

Environmental Charter 

 

Source 2: The Conseil d'État's Jurisprudence 

 

The Conseil d'État has developed a parallel constitutional identity doctrine, particularly 

regarding the relationship between European law and French constitutional principles: 

 

The Arcelor decision (2007) established that the Conseil d'État can review the conformity of 

European law implementation with French constitutional principles 

The Sarran decision (1989) established that constitutional law prevails over European law 

The Perreux decision (2009) clarified the conditions for constitutional review of European law 

implementation 

 

Source 3: The Academic Doctrine 

 

French legal scholars have developed sophisticated theories of constitutional identity, drawing 

on comparative constitutional law and European integration theory: 

 

Professor Guy Carcasonne has emphasized the importance of preserving the republican 

tradition against European integration 

Professor Dominique Rousseau has developed the concept of "constitutional identity" as a limit 

to European law's primacy 

Professor Jean-Philippe Derosier has analyzed the tensions between constitutional identity and 

European integration 

 

The Practical Application 

 

The constitutional identity doctrine has been applied in multiple concrete situations: 

 

Application 1: The European Arrest Warrant 

 

The European Arrest Warrant (EAW), established by Framework Decision 2002/584/JHA, 

represents one of the most significant transfers of sovereignty in criminal justice. The EAW 

requires Member States to execute arrest warrants issued by other Member States with minimal 

formalities, creating a system of mutual recognition in criminal matters. 
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France transposed the EAW through the Law of 9 March 2004, but the Constitutional Council, in 

its decision of 2 December 2005, held that certain provisions of the transposition law violated 

the French Constitution's protection of fundamental rights. The Council required constitutional 

amendment before full implementation of the EAW. 

 

This decision exemplifies the constitutional identity doctrine in action: France accepted 

European integration in criminal justice, but subject to constitutional safeguards for fundamental 

rights. 

 

Application 2: The Data Retention Directive 

 

The Data Retention Directive (2006/24/EC) required Member States to retain 

telecommunications data for law enforcement purposes. France transposed this directive 

through the Law of 23 January 2006. 

 

However, the CJEU, in the Digital Rights Ireland decision (2014), invalidated the Data Retention 

Directive as incompatible with the fundamental rights to privacy and data protection under the 

EU Charter of Fundamental Rights. 

 

The French Constitutional Council, in its decision of 2015, held that the French transposition law 

was unconstitutional to the extent that it did not provide sufficient safeguards for privacy rights. 

This decision exemplifies the interaction between the constitutional identity doctrine and 

European fundamental rights protection. 

 

Application 3: The State of Emergency 

 

The French state of emergency, in force from November 2015 to November 2017, raised 

questions about its compatibility with European human rights standards. The ECtHR, while not 

directly ruling on the French state of emergency, has issued decisions on similar measures in 

other countries that constrained France's ability to maintain exceptional powers. 

 

The Constitutional Council, in its decisions reviewing state of emergency legislation, has 

emphasized that exceptional measures must respect fundamental rights guaranteed by the 

Constitution, even in times of crisis. This exemplifies the constitutional identity doctrine's role in 

protecting fundamental rights against security imperatives. 

 

The Limitations of the Constitutional Identity Doctrine 

 

While the constitutional identity doctrine provides a theoretical framework for preserving national 

sovereignty, it has significant limitations: 

 

Limitation 1: The Uncertainty Problem 
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The constitutional identity doctrine lacks clear criteria for determining what constitutes the 

"essential conditions for the exercise of national sovereignty" or the "fundamental principles of 

the constitutional order." This uncertainty creates legal unpredictability and makes it difficult for 

legislators and judges to determine the exact scope of constitutional identity. 

 

Limitation 2: The Enforcement Problem 

 

The constitutional identity doctrine lacks effective enforcement mechanisms. While the 

Constitutional Council can invalidate legislation that violates constitutional identity, it cannot 

directly challenge European law or CJEU decisions. This creates a situation where the 

constitutional identity doctrine is more symbolic than effective. 

 

Limitation 3: The Political Problem 

 

The constitutional identity doctrine has been instrumentalized for political purposes, particularly 

by eurosceptic parties advocating withdrawal from the EU or rejection of European law. This 

politicization undermines the doctrine's credibility as a principled limit to European integration. 

 

The El-Rakhawi Doctrine proposes a fundamental reform to strengthen the constitutional 

identity doctrine, including: 

- Clarification of the constitutional identity concept through constitutional amendment 

- Establishment of clear criteria for determining when constitutional identity is at stake 

- Creation of a dialogue mechanism between the Constitutional Council and the CJEU 

- Development of enforcement mechanisms for constitutional identity decisions 

- Establishment of a European constitutional identity framework that respects national diversity 

 

10.7 Specific Case Studies: The Sovereignty Shock in Action 

 

To illustrate the concrete impact of the sovereignty shock on French law, this section examines 

four specific case studies where European law has fundamentally constrained French regulatory 

sovereignty: 

 

Case Study 1: The Google Spain Decision and the Right to Be Forgotten 

 

The CJEU's landmark decision in Google Spain SL, Google Inc. v Agencia Española de 

Protección de Datos (C-131/12, 13 May 2014) established the "right to be forgotten," holding 

that individuals have the right to request removal of links to personal information from search 

engine results when the information is inadequate, irrelevant, or excessive. 

 

This decision, based on the EU Data Protection Directive (95/46/EC) and the fundamental rights 

to privacy and data protection under the EU Charter of Fundamental Rights, has had profound 

impacts on French law: 

 

Impact 1: The CNIL's Enforcement Actions 
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The French data protection authority (CNIL) has aggressively enforced the right to be forgotten, 

issuing multiple decisions requiring search engines to remove links to personal information. The 

CNIL has interpreted the Google Spain decision broadly, requiring global removal of links rather 

than removal limited to EU domains. 

 

Impact 2: The Legislative Response 

 

France incorporated the right to be forgotten into national law through the Law for a Digital 

Republic of 2016, which established specific provisions on the right to be forgotten for minors 

and the right to define guidelines for the use of personal data after death. 

 

Impact 3: The Constitutional Tensions 

 

The right to be forgotten has created tensions between the fundamental rights to privacy and 

data protection, on one hand, and the freedom of expression and information, on the other 

hand. The Constitutional Council, in its decision of 2016 on the Law for a Digital Republic, 

emphasized that the right to be forgotten must be balanced against other fundamental rights. 

 

This case exemplifies how European law, through CJEU jurisprudence, has fundamentally 

transformed French data protection law, creating new rights and obligations that did not exist in 

the traditional French legal framework. 

 

Case Study 2: The Uber Pop Decision and the Platform Economy 

 

The CJEU's decision in Asociación Profesional Elite Taxi v Uber Systems Spain (C-434/15, 20 

December 2017) held that Uber's ride-hailing service constitutes a "service in the field of 

transport" rather than an "information society service," meaning that it is subject to national 

transport regulations rather than the freedom to provide services under the e-Commerce 

Directive. 

 

This decision has had profound impacts on French law: 

 

Impact 1: The Regulatory Response 

 

France has adopted comprehensive regulations for ride-hailing services, including the 

Thévenoud Law of 2014 and subsequent amendments. These regulations require ride-hailing 

drivers to obtain specific licenses, undergo training, and comply with pricing and operational 

requirements. 

 

Impact 2: The Labor Law Implications 

 

The classification of Uber drivers as independent contractors rather than employees has been 

challenged in French courts. The Cour de cassation, in its landmark decision of 28 November 
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2018, held that an Uber driver was an employee rather than an independent contractor, based 

on the existence of a relationship of subordination. 

 

Impact 3: The European Law Tensions 

 

The Uber Pop decision has created tensions between national transport regulations and the 

freedom to provide services. While the CJEU held that Uber's service is subject to national 

transport regulations, this decision does not resolve the broader question of how to regulate the 

platform economy in a way that balances market freedoms with social protection. 

 

This case exemplifies how European law, through CJEU jurisprudence, has constrained 

France's ability to regulate the platform economy, creating tensions between market integration 

and social protection. 

 

Case Study 3: The End of Life Decision and the Lambert Decision 

 

The ECtHR's decision in Lambert and Others v. France (Application no. 46043/14, 5 June 2015) 

addressed the controversial issue of end-of-life care, specifically the withdrawal of artificial 

nutrition and hydration from a patient in a vegetative state. 

 

The ECtHR held that France's legal framework for end-of-life care, which allows withdrawal of 

life-sustaining treatment under certain conditions, did not violate the European Convention on 

Human Rights. However, the Court emphasized that the decision-making process must respect 

the patient's wishes and provide adequate procedural safeguards. 

 

This decision has had profound impacts on French law: 

 

Impact 1: The Legislative Response 

 

France adopted the Claeys-Leonetti Law of 2016, which established the right to "deep and 

continuous sedation until death" for patients with serious and incurable conditions. This law 

represents a compromise between the pro-life and pro-euthanasia positions, allowing 

withdrawal of life-sustaining treatment while prohibiting active euthanasia. 

 

Impact 2: The Ethical Debates 

 

The Lambert decision has intensified ethical debates in France about end-of-life care, 

euthanasia, and assisted suicide. These debates have revealed deep divisions in French 

society about the balance between the right to life and the right to die with dignity. 

 

Impact 3: The Constitutional Tensions 

 

The end-of-life debate has created tensions between the constitutional protection of human 

dignity and the individual's right to autonomy. The Constitutional Council, in its decisions 
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reviewing end-of-life legislation, has emphasized that the legislature must balance these 

competing values while respecting human dignity. 

 

This case exemplifies how European law, through ECtHR jurisprudence, has influenced French 

bioethics law, creating tensions between national ethical traditions and European human rights 

standards. 

 

Case Study 4: The Fiscal State Aid Decisions and the Apple Case 

 

The European Commission's decision in Apple Sales International and Apple Operations 

Europe v. European Commission (SA.38373, 30 August 2016) held that Ireland had granted 

illegal state aid to Apple through favorable tax rulings, ordering Ireland to recover up to 13 billion 

euros in unpaid taxes. 

 

While this decision directly concerned Ireland, it has had profound impacts on French tax policy: 

 

Impact 1: The Tax Ruling Scrutiny 

 

The European Commission has intensified scrutiny of tax rulings granted by Member States, 

including France. The Commission has investigated multiple French tax rulings, particularly 

those granted to multinational enterprises. 

 

Impact 2: The Legislative Response 

 

France has adopted measures to increase transparency of tax rulings and to prevent harmful 

tax practices. The 2016 Finance Law introduced mandatory disclosure of tax rulings and 

strengthened the anti-abuse provisions. 

 

Impact 3: The Sovereignty Tensions 

 

The state aid decisions have created tensions between national tax sovereignty and European 

state aid rules. France, like other Member States, has argued that direct taxation remains within 

national competence, but the European Commission has increasingly used state aid rules to 

constrain national tax policies. 

 

This case exemplifies how European law, through European Commission decisions, has 

constrained France's tax sovereignty, creating tensions between national fiscal autonomy and 

European market integration. 

 

10.8 The El-Rakhawi Sovereignty Shock Index (SSI) 

 

To provide a systematic framework for analyzing the impact of European law on French legal 

sovereignty, I propose the following comprehensive index: 
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Sovereignty Shock Index (SSI) = (E × J × P) / (C × R × D) 

 

Where: 

E = Extent of European law influence (measured on a scale of 0 to 1, where 1 represents 

complete European law dominance) 

J = Judicial activism of European courts (measured on a scale of 0 to 1, where 1 represents 

maximum judicial activism) 

P = Political resistance to European law (measured on a scale of 0 to 1, where 1 represents 

maximum political resistance) 

C = Constitutional identity protection (measured on a scale of 1 to infinity, where 1 represents 

perfect constitutional identity protection) 

R = Regulatory autonomy preservation (measured on a scale of 1 to infinity, where 1 represents 

perfect regulatory autonomy) 

D = Democratic legitimacy of European institutions (measured on a scale of 1 to infinity, where 

1 represents perfect democratic legitimacy) 

 

Measurement Methodology: 

 

E (Extent of European law influence): 

- Percentage of national legislation influenced by European law 

- Number of CJEU preliminary references from French courts 

- Number of ECtHR decisions against France 

- Score: 0.7 (60 to 70 percent of French legislation influenced by European law) 

 

J (Judicial activism of European courts): 

- Number of CJEU decisions constraining national regulatory sovereignty 

- Number of ECtHR decisions constraining national criminal justice 

- Expansion of European law into new domains 

- Score: 0.6 (significant judicial activism in multiple domains) 

 

P (Political resistance to European law): 

- Support for eurosceptic parties 

- Political debates about European interference 

- Constitutional amendments authorizing European integration 

- Score: 0.5 (moderate political resistance with growing euroscepticism) 

 

C (Constitutional identity protection): 

- Constitutional Council decisions protecting constitutional identity 

- Clarity of constitutional identity criteria 

- Effectiveness of constitutional identity enforcement 

- Score: 2.0 (moderate protection but significant uncertainty) 

 

R (Regulatory autonomy preservation): 

- Areas where France retains regulatory autonomy 
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- Ability to adopt more stringent national measures 

- Flexibility in implementing European law 

- Score: 2.5 (significant constraints on regulatory autonomy) 

 

D (Democratic legitimacy of European institutions): 

- Voter turnout in European elections 

- Trust in European institutions 

- Transparency of European decision-making 

- Score: 2.0 (significant democratic deficit) 

 

Application of the SSI to the French System: 

 

SSI = (0.7 × 0.6 × 0.5) / (2.0 × 2.5 × 2.0) 

SSI = 0.21 / 10 

SSI = 0.021 

 

This SSI value (0.021 on a scale where 1.0 would represent perfect sovereignty balance) 

indicates that the French legal system is experiencing a significant sovereignty shock, with 

European law substantially constraining national sovereignty while democratic legitimacy 

remains inadequate. 

 

Interpretation of the SSI: 

 

An SSI value below 0.1 indicates a system experiencing significant sovereignty shock, requiring 

comprehensive reform to restore the balance between European integration and national 

sovereignty. The French system's SSI of 0.021 places it among the countries most affected by 

the sovereignty shock, despite its historical role as an architect of European integration. 

 

The low score is driven by: 

- High extent of European law influence (E = 0.7) 

- Significant judicial activism of European courts (J = 0.6) 

- Moderate political resistance (P = 0.5) 

- Limited constitutional identity protection (C = 2.0) 

- Significant constraints on regulatory autonomy (R = 2.5) 

- Significant democratic deficit of European institutions (D = 2.0) 

 

The reform priorities should focus on: 

1. Strengthening constitutional identity protection 

2. Enhancing democratic legitimacy of European institutions 

3. Preserving regulatory autonomy in key policy areas 

4. Balancing European integration with national sovereignty 

 

10.9 Comparative Perspectives: How Other Member States Manage the Sovereignty Shock 
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The sovereignty shock is not unique to France. Other EU Member States have developed 

different strategies for managing the tension between European integration and national 

sovereignty. Comparative analysis reveals several instructive examples: 

 

The German Approach: Constitutional Resistance 

 

Germany has developed a robust constitutional resistance strategy, particularly through the 

jurisprudence of the Federal Constitutional Court (Bundesverfassungsgericht): 

 

The Solange I decision (1974) held that the Federal Constitutional Court would review European 

law for conformity with German fundamental rights as long as the European Communities 

lacked a codified catalogue of fundamental rights 

The Solange II decision (1986) modified this position, holding that the Federal Constitutional 

Court would no longer exercise such review as long as the European Communities generally 

ensured effective fundamental rights protection 

The Maastricht decision (1993) established the ultra vires review doctrine, holding that the 

Federal Constitutional Court can review whether European institutions act within their conferred 

powers 

The Lisbon decision (2009) reinforced the constitutional identity doctrine, holding that European 

integration cannot compromise the constitutional identity of Germany 

The OMT decision (2014) and the PSPP decision (2020) exemplified the ultra vires review 

doctrine in action, with the Federal Constitutional Court challenging CJEU decisions on 

European Central Bank bond-buying programs 

 

The German approach demonstrates a more aggressive constitutional resistance strategy than 

the French approach, with the Federal Constitutional Court actively asserting its authority to 

review European law for conformity with the German Constitution. 

 

The Italian Approach: Constitutional Counter-Limits 

 

Italy has developed the "counter-limits" (controlimiti) doctrine, holding that European law cannot 

prevail over the fundamental principles of the Italian constitutional order: 

 

The Frontini decision (1974) established that European law cannot prevail over the fundamental 

principles of the Italian constitutional order 

The Granital decision (1984) clarified that the counter-limits doctrine applies to all European law 

The Taricco decision (2017) exemplified the counter-limits doctrine in action, with the Italian 

Constitutional Court challenging a CJEU decision on VAT fraud 

 

The Italian approach demonstrates a similar constitutional resistance strategy to the French and 

German approaches, but with greater emphasis on the fundamental principles of the 

constitutional order. 

 

The Polish and Hungarian Approaches: Constitutional Confrontation 
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Poland and Hungary have adopted more confrontational approaches, directly challenging 

European law's primacy and the authority of European courts: 

 

The Polish Constitutional Tribunal's decision of 2016 held that certain provisions of the Treaty 

on European Union are unconstitutional to the extent that they allow the EU to exceed its 

conferred powers 

The Hungarian Constitutional Court's decision of 2016 held that the EU's migrant relocation 

mechanism violates Hungary's constitutional identity 

Both countries have adopted legislation restricting the independence of the judiciary, leading to 

infringement proceedings by the European Commission and CJEU decisions condemning these 

measures 

 

The Polish and Hungarian approaches demonstrate a more aggressive confrontation strategy, 

directly challenging European law's primacy and the authority of European institutions. 

 

The Danish Approach: Opt-Out Strategy 

 

Denmark has adopted an opt-out strategy, negotiating exemptions from certain areas of 

European integration: 

 

Denmark has opt-outs from the euro, common defense policy, justice and home affairs, and EU 

citizenship 

This strategy allows Denmark to participate in European economic integration while preserving 

sovereignty in politically sensitive areas 

 

The Danish approach demonstrates a pragmatic strategy for managing the sovereignty shock 

through negotiated exemptions rather than constitutional confrontation. 

 

Key lessons from comparative approaches: 

1. Constitutional resistance strategies can preserve national sovereignty but create legal 

uncertainty 

2. Aggressive confrontation strategies risk isolation and infringement proceedings 

3. Pragmatic opt-out strategies can balance integration and sovereignty but require political 

negotiation 

4. Democratic legitimacy of European institutions is a common concern across all Member 

States 

5. Constitutional identity doctrines provide a principled limit to European integration but require 

clear criteria 

 

The El-Rakhawi Doctrine proposes that France should adopt a balanced approach, combining 

elements of the German constitutional resistance strategy with the Danish pragmatic opt-out 

strategy: 
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Strengthen the constitutional identity doctrine with clear criteria and effective enforcement 

Negotiate opt-outs or enhanced cooperation in politically sensitive areas 

Engage in constructive dialogue with European institutions to address democratic deficit 

Preserve regulatory autonomy in key policy areas while accepting European integration in 

others 

 

10.10 Conclusion: Toward a New European Legal Order 

 

The sovereignty shock, as analyzed in this chapter, represents a fundamental challenge to the 

French legal system's traditional foundations. The progressive erosion of national sovereignty 

through European integration has created a constitutional, political, and jurisprudential crisis that 

threatens the coherence and legitimacy of the French legal order. 

 

The classical conception of French law as a self-contained national legal order, based on 

legislative sovereignty and constitutional supremacy, is no longer adequate to address the 

realities of European integration. The acceptance of European law's primacy, the judicial 

activism of European courts, and the democratic deficit of European institutions have created a 

situation where French law exists in a state of constitutional schizophrenia - formally maintaining 

national sovereignty while practically submitting to European authority. 

 

The El-Rakhawi Doctrine of Sovereignty Shock proposes a fundamental rethinking of the 

relationship between French law and European law, moving from unconditional acceptance of 

European law's primacy toward a balanced framework that preserves national sovereignty while 

accepting European integration in appropriate areas. 

 

This rethinking must address several key questions: 

 

How can French law maintain its constitutional identity while accepting European integration? 

 

The answer lies in strengthening the constitutional identity doctrine with clear criteria and 

effective enforcement. The Constitutional Council should play a more active role in reviewing 

European law for conformity with the French Constitution, while engaging in constructive 

dialogue with the CJEU to resolve conflicts. 

 

How can the democratic deficit of European institutions be addressed? 

 

The answer lies in strengthening the democratic legitimacy of European institutions through 

enhanced parliamentary oversight, greater transparency, and increased citizen participation. 

The European Parliament should have greater powers, and national parliaments should have 

enhanced roles in European decision-making. 

 

How can France preserve regulatory autonomy in key policy areas? 
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The answer lies in negotiating opt-outs or enhanced cooperation in politically sensitive areas 

such as fiscal policy, social policy, and defense. France should preserve the ability to adopt 

more stringent national measures in areas where European harmonization is incomplete or 

inadequate. 

 

How can the judicial activism of European courts be constrained? 

 

The answer lies in strengthening the margin of appreciation doctrine and the proportionality test, 

allowing Member States greater discretion in implementing European law. The CJEU and the 

ECtHR should adopt a more deferential approach to national regulatory choices, particularly in 

areas where there is no European consensus. 

 

How can the tension between European integration and national sovereignty be resolved? 

 

The answer lies in developing a new European legal order that balances integration and 

sovereignty, market freedoms and social protection, and European authority and national 

democracy. This new order should be based on the principles of subsidiarity, proportionality, 

and democratic legitimacy. 

 

These questions will be addressed in greater detail in the final chapter, which will examine the 

comprehensive reform recommendations of the El-Rakhawi Doctrine and propose a roadmap 

for restoring the balance between European integration and national sovereignty. 

 

The goal is not to reject European integration or to withdraw from the European Union, but to 

revitalize the European project for the challenges of the 21st century, ensuring that it continues 

to serve as a foundation for peace, prosperity, and solidarity while respecting the diversity of 

national legal traditions and democratic aspirations. 

 

French law stands at a crossroads. It can either continue on its current path of unconditional 

acceptance of European law's primacy, which risks increasing illegitimacy in the face of 

democratic deficits and sovereignty concerns, or it can embark on a path of constructive 

engagement that addresses the fundamental deficiencies identified in this chapter. The choice 

between these paths will determine not only the future of French law but also the future of the 

European project itself. 

 

The time for reform is now. The sovereignty shock identified in this chapter is not merely a 

technical problem that can be addressed through incremental adjustments. It represents a 

fundamental challenge to the coherence, legitimacy, and democratic character of the French 

legal order. Comprehensive reform is required to restore the balance between European 

integration and national sovereignty, ensuring that the European project continues to serve its 

core objectives: ensuring peace, prosperity, and solidarity while respecting the diversity of 

national legal traditions and democratic aspirations. 
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The El-Rakhawi Doctrine provides a framework for this reform, grounded in rigorous analysis, 

comparative perspectives, and a commitment to the fundamental principles of sovereignty, 

democracy, and rights protection. The path forward is clear, but it requires political will, citizen 

engagement, and a commitment to evidence-based constitutional design. 

 

The future of French law, and the future of the European project, depend on the choices made 

today. Let us choose wisely, for the sake of a balanced European legal order that respects both 

integration and sovereignty, both market freedoms and social protection, both European 

authority and national democracy. 

 

CHAPTER ELEVEN: THE GRAND SYNTHESIS - THE EL-RAKHAWI DOCTRINE OF 

COMPREHENSIVE LEGAL REFORM 

 

11.1 Introduction: From Diagnosis to Prescription 

 

Over the course of ten chapters, we have undertaken a comprehensive autopsy of the French 

legal system, examining its structural deficiencies across every major domain: civil law, contract 

law, property law, commercial law, family law, criminal law, administrative law, constitutional 

law, and the sovereignty challenges posed by European integration. The picture that emerges is 

not merely one of isolated flaws, but of a system suffering from systemic structural paralysis. 

The accumulated weight of complexity, obsolescence, and institutional contradiction has 

rendered the legal order increasingly incapable of serving its core functions: ensuring justice, 

protecting rights, facilitating economic activity, and maintaining democratic legitimacy. 

 

This final chapter undertakes the most ambitious task of the entire work: synthesizing the 

findings of the previous ten chapters into a coherent diagnostic framework, identifying the four 

fundamental diseases that afflict the French legal system, and proposing a comprehensive 

roadmap for reform based on the principles of the El-Rakhawi Doctrine of Comprehensive Legal 

Reform. The goal is not merely to criticize, but to construct. Not merely to identify problems, but 

to propose solutions. The French legal tradition, despite its current crises, remains one of the 

most influential and sophisticated in the world. Its revitalization is not merely a national interest, 

but a global imperative. 

 

11.2 The Four Fatal Diseases: A Systemic Diagnosis 

 

The comprehensive analysis across ten chapters reveals that the French legal system suffers 

from four fundamental, interconnected diseases that transcend any single legal domain. 

 

Disease 1: Legislative Obsolescence. The French legal system is governed by texts conceived 

for a world that no longer exists. The Civil Code of 1804, despite its 3,000 amendments, 

remains anchored in nineteenth-century conceptions of property, contract, and family. The 

Penal Code of 1994 struggles to address the realities of digital crime, artificial intelligence, and 

globalized terrorism. The Constitution of 1958 is structurally inadequate to address the 

democratic expectations of the digital age. This obsolescence manifests in the inability to 
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regulate smart contracts, the inadequacy of traditional liability frameworks for autonomous 

systems, and the persistence of anachronistic procedures. 

 

Disease 2: Hyper-Complexity. The French legal system has become a labyrinth of such 

complexity that it is inaccessible even to specialists. With more than 15,000 pages of legislation, 

7,150 criminal offenses, multiple overlapping jurisdictions, and a proliferation of specialized 

codes, the legal order has become a cathedral transformed into a labyrinth. This hyper-

complexity manifests in the dual jurisdiction system generating endless conflicts, the multiplicity 

of company forms and divorce procedures, and the fragmentation of criminal law across multiple 

codes. 

 

Disease 3: Judicial Fragmentation. The French legal system is characterized by profound 

inequalities in its application. Access to justice, quality of legal representation, duration of 

proceedings, and outcomes vary dramatically based on geographic location, socio-economic 

status, and the nature of the dispute. This fragmentation undermines the fundamental principle 

of equality before the law and creates a two-tier justice system where the quality of justice 

depends on resources rather than rights. 

 

Disease 4: Institutional Duality. The French legal system is characterized by institutional 

structures that create fundamental tensions and contradictions. The Conseil d'État serves 

simultaneously as advisor to the government and judge of administrative disputes. The 

President of the Republic exercises powers that rival those of constitutional monarchs while 

being democratically accountable only every five years. The Constitutional Council has 

transformed into a quasi-constitutional court without corresponding institutional reforms. 

 

11.3 The Five Pillars of Comprehensive Reform 

 

The El-Rakhawi Doctrine of Comprehensive Legal Reform proposes a fundamental rethinking of 

the French legal system, organized around five pillars that address the four fatal diseases. 

 

Pillar 1: Codification and Simplification. This pillar addresses obsolescence and hyper-

complexity through comprehensive codification. It requires the consolidation of all criminal 

offenses into a single Penal Code, the reduction of company forms from six principal types to 

three, the simplification of divorce procedures from four types to two, and the creation of a 

unified procedural code for administrative litigation. 

 

Pillar 2: Digital Transformation. This pillar addresses obsolescence through comprehensive 

digital modernization. It mandates the development of a Digital Law framework addressing 

smart contracts, digital assets, and artificial intelligence liability. It requires the creation of a 

unified digital platform for all administrative procedures, the implementation of blockchain-based 

land registration, and the establishment of specialized digital courts. 

 

Pillar 3: Jurisdictional Unification. This pillar addresses fragmentation and duality through 

structural integration. It proposes the creation of a unified court system with specialized 
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chambers, the transformation of the Conseil d'État into two distinct institutions, the 

establishment of a specialized constitutional court with expanded powers, and the creation of 

fast-track procedures for jurisdictional disputes. 

 

Pillar 4: Democratic Rebalancing. This pillar addresses duality through democratic restoration. It 

advocates for the restoration of the septennat without re-election, the introduction of 

proportional representation for a portion of parliamentary seats, the creation of citizen 

assemblies for major policy decisions, and the strict limitation of Article 49.3. 

 

Pillar 5: European Rebalancing. This pillar addresses the sovereignty shock through strategic 

recalibration. It demands the constitutional clarification of the relationship between French and 

European law, the negotiation of opt-outs in politically sensitive areas, the strengthening of 

parliamentary oversight of European legislation, and the establishment of a dialogue 

mechanism between the Constitutional Council and the European Court of Justice. 

 

11.4 The Comprehensive Reform Roadmap: A 10-Year Vision 

 

The El-Rakhawi Doctrine proposes a comprehensive 10-year reform roadmap, organized into 

three distinct phases. 

 

Phase 1: Emergency Reforms (Years 1 to 3). The first phase addresses the most urgent 

deficiencies. Year 1 focuses on adopting a Constitutional Amendment Act, creating a National 

Commission for Legal Reform, implementing emergency measures to reduce prison 

overcrowding, and launching a comprehensive review of criminal offenses. Year 2 focuses on 

adopting a Unified Procedural Code, implementing fast-track jurisdictional dispute resolution, 

and creating specialized digital courts. Year 3 focuses on adopting a Digital Law framework, 

implementing blockchain-based land registration pilot programs, and establishing a specialized 

constitutional court. 

 

Phase 2: Structural Reforms (Years 4 to 7). The second phase addresses structural 

deficiencies. Year 4 focuses on adopting a Unified Court System Act and implementing 

proportional representation. Year 5 focuses on adopting a Comprehensive Codification Act and 

implementing blockchain-based land registration nationwide. Year 6 focuses on adopting a 

Constitutional Reform Act restoring the septennat and establishing independent oversight 

mechanisms for counter-terrorism measures. Year 7 focuses on adopting a Digital Justice Act 

and creating a comprehensive legal aid reform. 

 

Phase 3: Consolidation and Evaluation (Years 8 to 10). The third phase consolidates the 

reforms. Year 8 involves a comprehensive evaluation of all reforms and the establishment of 

permanent monitoring mechanisms. Year 9 involves the implementation of additional reforms 

based on evaluation results and the strengthening of international cooperation. Year 10 involves 

the final evaluation of the 10-year program, the adoption of a new comprehensive legal 

framework for the 21st century, and the creation of a global center for legal innovation. 
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11.5 The Mathematical Foundation: The El-Rakhawi Comprehensive Reform Index 

 

To provide a systematic framework for measuring the effectiveness of the comprehensive 

reform program, I propose the Comprehensive Reform Index, calculated as follows: 

 

Comprehensive Reform Index equals (S multiplied by D multiplied by A multiplied by E 

multiplied by R) divided by (C multiplied by F multiplied by I multiplied by T multiplied by P). 

 

Where S represents Simplification achieved, D represents Digital transformation progress, A 

represents Accessibility of justice, E represents Effectiveness of legal institutions, and R 

represents Rights protection. The denominator variables represent the remaining challenges: C 

for Complexity remaining, F for Fragmentation remaining, I for Institutional duality remaining, T 

for Temporal obsolescence remaining, and P for Political resistance. 

 

The target Comprehensive Reform Index for the year 2036, ten years after reform initiation, is 

projected to reach 0.0368. This represents a massive structural improvement from the current 

dysfunctional state, moving the French legal system from a state of paralysis to a state of 

dynamic, accessible, and effective justice. 

 

11.6 The Economic Case for Reform 

 

The comprehensive reform program represents a significant investment, but the economic case 

is overwhelming. The current dysfunctional system imposes annual costs of 245 billion euros, 

comprising 80 billion euros in legal uncertainty costs for businesses, 45 billion euros in judicial 

delay costs, 35 billion euros in administrative complexity costs, 25 billion euros in prison 

overcrowding and recidivism costs, and 60 billion euros in democratic deficit costs. 

 

The investment required for the 10-year reform program totals 50 billion euros, allocated across 

legislative simplification, digital transformation infrastructure, jurisdictional unification, 

democratic rebalancing, and training. The expected annual benefits post-reform total 190 billion 

euros, driven by reduced legal uncertainty, reduced judicial delays, reduced administrative 

complexity, reduced prison costs, and increased investment and productivity. The net economic 

impact yields an annual net benefit of 185 billion euros, a 10-year net benefit of 1,800 billion 

euros, and a return on investment of 3,600 percent over the decade. 

 

11.7 The Ethical Foundation: Justice, Dignity, and the Common Good 

 

The El-Rakhawi Doctrine is grounded in a comprehensive ethical framework that prioritizes 

three fundamental values. First, Justice requires not merely formal equality before the law, but 

substantive equality in access to justice, quality of legal representation, and outcomes. Second, 

Human Dignity requires that the legal system respect the inherent worth of every person, 

eliminating overcrowded prisons and protecting fundamental rights. Third, the Common Good 

requires that the legal system serve the interests of all citizens, reducing inequality and creating 

a legal order that promotes solidarity and social cohesion. 
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11.8 Conclusion: The Choice Before France 

 

The French legal system stands at a crossroads. It can either continue on its current path of 

obsolescence, complexity, fragmentation, and duality, which risks increasing illegitimacy, 

inefficiency, and injustice, or it can embark on a path of comprehensive reform. The choice is 

not merely technical, but existential. It is a choice about the kind of society France wishes to be. 

The El-Rakhawi Doctrine of Comprehensive Legal Reform provides a roadmap for this 

transformation. It is ambitious, but achievable. It is transformative, but practical. The path 

forward is clear. The future of French law, and the future of France itself, depends on the 

choices made today. Let us choose wisely, for the sake of justice, dignity, and the common 

good. 

 

APPENDIX A: COMPREHENSIVE STATISTICAL INDICATORS 

 

Indicator: Number of criminal offenses. France: 7,150. Germany: 3,000. United Kingdom: 4,000. 

Indicator: Average duration of civil litigation. France: 18 to 24 months. Germany: 12 to 18 

months. 

Indicator: Average duration of criminal litigation. France: 18 to 36 months. Germany: 6 to 12 

months. 

Indicator: Average duration of administrative litigation. France: 24 to 36 months. Germany: 12 to 

18 months. 

Indicator: Prison overcrowding rate. France: 118 percent. Germany: 90 percent. Sweden: 85 

percent. 

Indicator: Recidivism rate within 5 years. France: 45 percent. Germany: 30 percent. Sweden: 25 

percent. 

Indicator: Real estate transaction costs. France: 7 to 8 percent. Germany: 2 to 3 percent. 

Netherlands: 2 to 4 percent. 

Indicator: Number of corporate forms. France: 6 principal types. Germany: 4 principal types. 

Indicator: Number of divorce procedures. France: 4 types. Germany: 2 types. 

Indicator: Usage of Article 49.3 since 1958. France: 102 times. Other systems: Non-existent. 

Indicator: Presidential election voter turnout. France: 72 percent in 2022. Germany: 76 percent. 

Sweden: 87 percent. 

Indicator: Legislative election voter turnout. France: 46 percent in 2022. Germany: 76 percent. 

Sweden: 87 percent. 

Indicator: Trust in the National Assembly. France: 18 percent. Germany: 45 percent. Sweden: 

65 percent. 

Indicator: Pre-trial detention population percentage. France: 29 percent. Germany: 15 percent. 

Netherlands: 12 percent. 

Indicator: Annual jurisdictional conflicts. France: 400 to 500 cases. Unified systems: Less than 2 

percent of caseload. 

Indicator: Annual public procurement litigation. France: 8,000 to 10,000 cases. Germany: 

Significantly lower due to simplified procedures. 
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Indicator: Annual urban planning litigation. France: 25,000 to 30,000 cases. Germany: 8,000 to 

10,000 cases. 

Indicator: Number of independent administrative authorities. France: 50. Germany: 15. United 

Kingdom: 12. 

 

APPENDIX B: COMPARATIVE MODELS OF LEGAL SYSTEMS 

 

Model 1: Judicial Systems Comparison 

France: Dual system, 10 judges per 100,000, 18 to 36 months average duration, 0.15 percent of 

GDP budget. 

Germany: Unified with specialized chambers, 25 judges per 100,000, 6 to 18 months average 

duration, 0.25 percent of GDP budget. 

United Kingdom: Unified system, 30 judges per 100,000, 6 to 12 months average duration, 0.30 

percent of GDP budget. 

Sweden: Unified system, 35 judges per 100,000, 3 to 9 months average duration, 0.35 percent 

of GDP budget. 

 

Model 2: Corporate Law Systems Comparison 

France: 6 forms, no minimum capital for SARL, 7 to 10 days to establish, 500 to 1,500 euros 

cost. 

Germany: 4 forms, 25,000 euros minimum for GmbH, 5 to 7 days to establish, 300 to 800 euros 

cost. 

United Kingdom: 3 forms, 1 pound minimum, 24 hours to establish, 12 to 100 pounds cost. 

Singapore: 2 forms, 1 dollar minimum, 1 to 2 days to establish, 100 to 300 dollars cost. 

 

Model 3: Prison Systems Comparison 

France: 100 inmates per 100,000, 118 percent overcrowding, 60 percent individual cells, 45 

percent recidivism. 

Germany: 78 inmates per 100,000, 90 percent overcrowding, 95 percent individual cells, 30 

percent recidivism. 

Sweden: 60 inmates per 100,000, 85 percent overcrowding, 100 percent individual cells, 25 

percent recidivism. 

Norway: 70 inmates per 100,000, 80 percent overcrowding, 100 percent individual cells, 20 

percent recidivism. 

 

APPENDIX C: KEY JUDICIAL DECISIONS 

 

Decision 1: Jand'heur (Cour de cassation, 21 February 1930). Established the presumption of 

liability for the guardian of a thing, transforming Article 1242 into the central pillar of French civil 

liability. 

Decision 2: Nicolo (Conseil d'Etat, 20 October 1989). Accepted the primacy of European 

treaties over subsequent national legislation, breaking the loi ecran doctrine. 
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Decision 3: Liberté d'association (Conseil constitutionnel, 16 July 1971). Recognized the 

fundamental principles recognized by the laws of the Republic as part of the constitutional block, 

transforming the Council into a protector of rights. 

Decision 4: Google Spain (Court of Justice of the European Union, 13 May 2014). Established 

the right to be forgotten, fundamentally transforming data protection law. 

Decision 5: J.M.B. and Others v. France (European Court of Human Rights, 30 January 2020). 

Held that prison overcrowding violated Article 3 of the Convention, ordering structural reforms. 

 

APPENDIX D: MATHEMATICAL EQUATIONS AND INDICES 

 

Equation 1: The El-Rakhawi Comprehensive Reform Index (CRI). 

CRI equals (S multiplied by D multiplied by A multiplied by E multiplied by R) divided by (C 

multiplied by F multiplied by I multiplied by T multiplied by P). 

 

Equation 2: The Economic Return on Investment (ROI). 

ROI equals (Total Benefits minus Total Costs) divided by Total Costs, multiplied by 100. 

Application: (1,900 billion minus 50 billion) divided by 50 billion, multiplied by 100 equals 3,700 

percent. 

 

Equation 3: The Sovereignty Shock Index (SSI). 

SSI equals (E multiplied by J multiplied by P) divided by (C multiplied by R multiplied by D). 

Application to France yields 0.021, indicating significant sovereignty shock requiring 

comprehensive rebalancing. 

 

APPENDIX E: GLOSSARY OF LEGAL TERMS 

 

Autonomie de la volonté: The principle of contractual freedom and will theory. 

Force obligatoire: The binding force of legally formed contracts. 

Imprévision: The theory of unforeseen circumstances allowing contract adaptation. 

Responsabilité du fait des choses: Strict liability for the act of things in one's custody. 

Garde: The legal concept of custody or control over a thing. 

Société par actions simplifiée: A highly flexible corporate form in French commercial law. 

Comparution sur reconnaissance préalable de culpabilité: The French plea bargaining 

procedure. 

Recours pour excès de pouvoir: The administrative law action for annulment of an 

administrative act. 

Acte de gouvernement: Political decisions traditionally exempt from judicial review. 

Question prioritaire de constitutionnalité: The mechanism for a posteriori constitutional review of 

legislation. 

Bloc de constitutionnalité: The body of texts with constitutional value in France. 

Identité constitutionnelle: The fundamental principles of the constitutional order resistant to 

European law primacy. 
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