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Abstract

Public services are essential prerequisites for urban life. In ISlamic cities, mosques come on the top
of these public services due to the fact that it is obligatory on every Mudim to perform his prayers in
mosgues five times a day. Consequently, many specialists and resear cherstried to set planning standar ds for
MOSquES.

Unprecedentally, this research attempts to trace, measure and record the actual planning and
spatial characteristics of mosgues of Al Madenah Al Monawarah during the time of Prophet M ohammad
PBU. Refering to envaluable historical studies, using the original Y4¢% map of Al Madenah Amonawar ah
prepared by the Egyptian Survying Agency, conducting several field trips to actual sites, and utilizing
advanced Geographic Information Systems "GIS' and Global Positioning Systems " GPS' techniques,
twenty six five-daily-prayer mosgues have been identified, traced, described, and located on their original
Sites.

The research has applied the "Nearst Nieghbor Analysis' technique to study and analyze the
assigned Y% mosquesin hree main site of Al Madinah Al Monawar ah: the Prophit Haram Site, Qiba'a Site,
and Uhod Site. The analysis cam up with specific conclusions concerning the distribution pattern and
catchement distance of these mosgues. It has been concluded that the distribution of mosgues has taken
three shapes. regular and condensed in the Prophet Haram site, regular and dispersed in Qiba'a Site, and
regular and linear in Uhod Site. | has been concluded also that the aver age catechement distance of all five-
prayer-mosques did not exceed YY) meters. The average catechement distance of Juma'ah and Eid mosues
was ¢ km. The results of the investigation are envisaged to provide a reference framework- or at least a
guide- that could contribute in for mulating better planning standards for mosquesin modern Islamic cities.
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