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EXPERIENCE

John M. Perkins is Manager of the Economics
Department of the Power and Environmental Systems
Division.

Since joining MAIN, Mr. Perkins has been in charge of
major prajects in the United Stales, Asia, Latin
America and the Middle East. This work has included
development planning, economic [orecasting, energy
demand forecasting, marketing studies, plant siting,
fuel allocation analysis, economic feasibility studies,
environmental and economic impact studies,
investment planning and management consulting. In
addition, many prajects have involved training clients
in the use of techniques developed by Mr. Perkins and
his stafT.

Recently Mr. Perkins has been in charge of 2 project
to design computer program packages for
1) projecting energy demand and quantifying the
relationships between economic development and
energy production, 2)evaluating environmental and
socio-cconomic impacts of prajects, and 3) applying
Markov and econometric models 1o national end
regional economic planning.

Prior to joining MAIN. Mr. Perkins spenl three
years in Ecuador conducting marketing studics and
organizing and managing a construction malerials
company. He also conducted studies of the feasibility
of organizing credlt and savings cooperatives
throughout Ecuador.

EDUCATION

Bachelor of Arts in Business Administration
Bosion Universily

Post Graduate Studies:

Mode¢l Building, Engineering Economics,
Econometrics, Probability Methods

LANGUACGES
English. Spanish
PROFESSIONAL AFFILIATIONS

American Economic Association
Society for International Development

PUBLICATIONS

“A Markov Process Applicd to Forecasling

the Demand for Electricity™

"A Macro Approach to Energy Forecasting™

**A Model for Describing the Direct and
Indirect Interrelationships between the
Economy and the Environment”

“Electric Energy from Interconnected Systems”
“Markov Method Applied Lo Planaing™

HOUN M PERKING

(REDENTIALS

Forecasting Studies
Marketing Studies
Feasibility Studies

Site Selection Studies
Economic Impact Studies
Investment Planning

Fue!l Supply Siudies
Economic Development Planning
Training Programs
Project Management
Allocation Planning
Management Consulting

Clients served:

o Arabian-American Oil Company, Saudi Arabia

o Asian Development Bank

o Boise Cascade Corporation

o City Service Corporation

o Dayton Power & Light Company

o General Electric Company

o Government of Kuwail

o Instituto de Recursos Hidraulicos y
Elecirificacion, Panama

o Inter-American Development Bank

o [nternational Bank for Reconstruction and
Development

o Minisiry of Energy, Iran

o New York Times

o Power Authority of the Siate of New York

0 Perusahaan Umum Listrik Negara, Indonesia

o South Carolina Electric and Gas Company

o Technical Association of the Pulp and Paper
Industry

o Union Camp Corporalion

o US. Treasury Dept.. Kingdom of Saudi Arabia
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Specialists offer

MAIN’s clients new services

by Pauline Quellette

Looking over the faces behmnd
the desks, it's easy 10 1!l that
Economes and Regional Planping is
onc ol the most recently formed
and rapidly growing disciplines at
MAIN. To date, there are about 20
spec;alists in 1his group, gathered
over a seven-year perinod. These
specialists include not only
economists, but city planners,
demographers, market specialists
and MAIN's (irst sociologist,

While several people were
influential :n getting the economics
group started, it basically came
about through the efforts of one
man, John Perkins, who is now
head of the group.

Hired as an assistant 10 the head
load lorecaster in January, 1971,
John was one ol the lew
economists working for MAIN at
the time For his first assignment,
he was sent as part of an 11.man
team to do an electricity demand
study in indonesia.

“They wanted to see if | could
survive there for three months,” he
said laughing reminiscently. But
with his background, John had no
trouble “surviving.” He had just
spent three years in Ecuador with a
Construction Materials Co-op
helping the Quechua Indians, direct
descendants of the Incas, The

MAINLINES

tndians, John =1d, were being
exploited in theirr work as brick
makers so he was asked by an
Ecuadorian agency to form a co-0p.
He then rented a truck to help
them sell their bricks direcity to the
consumers. As a result, profits
rapidly increased by 60%. The
profits were divided among the
members of the co-op which, after
2% years, included 200 familes.

It was during this time that
John Perkins mel Einsr Greve (a3
former employee) who was working
in the town of Paute, Ecuador, on a
hydreelectric project lor MAIN,
The two became friendly and,
through centinual correspondence,
John was offered a position with
MAIN,

About a year later, John became
the hegd load forecaster and, as the
demands from clients and
institutions such 3s the World Bank
grew, he realized thal more
economists were needed at MAIN.
“While MAIN is an engineering
firm,” he sid, "the clients were
telling us we had to be more than
that.”” He hired more economists in
1973 to meet the clients’ needs
and, as a result, formed the
discipline which brought him the
title of Chief Economist.

John's latest project rnvolves

Moshimy

agricultural development in Panama
from where he recently returned
after a month’s stay. H was in
Panama that MAIN conducted 1ts
lirst sociological study through
Marthe Hayes, MAIN's first
sociologist, Merti spent 1% months
in Panama 1o determine the impact
ol the project on people's lives and
cultures. Specialists in agriculture
and other related fields were also
hired in conjunction with this
study.

The expansion of Economics and
Regional Planning has been fast
paced. yet John feels he has been
lucky in that each individual hirad
has been a hard working
professional, As he spoke to me
from across his desk, the inlerest
and support he holds lor his stalf
was evident and admirabie,

November 1978
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