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Conclusion

The Fable in the early beginnings of Arabic Litera =~
ture was not an independent art which meun of letters aimed

at,but it found an outlet through the works of storytellers,
narrators and translators - as we have seen -~ until  Sahl

Ibn Haroun appeared . He was the first important man of let
-ters who openly initiated fables through special books.

Then came Al-Jahiz who had an outstanding narrative
talent, This is clearly demonstrated when the student com-
pares a story treated by Al-Jahiz with the same story tack-
led by another writer like Ibn Qutaibah or Abulfaraj Al-
Asbahani as we have seen.

As the Al-Jahiz looks mainly through the perspective
of the rationalist ( Mutazilite ) scientist and thinker |,
he diverted the fable from its mythological course and di-
rected it to wards the realities of his society , seeking
inspiration from all aspects of that society . Through
his tales he depicted the most important intellectual and
political issues of his time and fearlessby approached the
most sensitive social topics like sex.

It can be noticed that Al-Jahiz ,in the real situa-
tion from which he drew his inspiration and pictures, was
not a neutral,obscure or careless person whose only aim
was just to laugh and make others laugh . In Some tales
the reader can feel his critical or sympathetic attitude
whether directly or by suggestion as can be noticed from
his social, intellectual ,political and sexual tales .
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It is also noteworthy that the structure of the tale
by Al-Jahiz did not come by chance or on the spur of the
moment but was done according to certain styles which Al-
Jahiz understood, approved and intended . These styles ca-
me to Al-Jahiz through talent, genius ,insight and long
experience, which is mostly evident when studying the plot,
the delineation of characters, the language of narration
and dialogue as we have noticed .

Although Al-Jahiz did not stick to conventional story
rules, or follow certain patterns, he was able to raise the

fable to a high standard ,by virtue ofhis talents and genius,

In fact, the various story elements are integrated in some
of short tales .

Al-Jahiz's narrative attempts, however, were not con-
fined to writing short tales, but he also initiated various

forms of long stories as we have seen his " Squaring and
Circumscription Tale " and the stories about niggards.

Because a considerable part of Al-Jahiz's story attem-
pts is still missing like his stories about thieves school
teachers and charlatan beggars, the student can't say his
final word about the entire effort of Al-Jahiz although his
achievements which we have now with us entitle him to be one
of the great forerumnners of the fable in our Arabic Litera-
ture on his own ments .
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