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“You might not think that programmers are artists, but
programming is an extremely creative profession. It’s logic-
based creativity.”

— John Romero
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I've been a programmer for more than two decades.
There’s something about programming that I've always
loved. After 20 years of writing code, I've identified 5 habits
that made what I’'m today. Looking at myself and my fellow
programmers | noticed that we are all stuck to the same 5
habits, which indeed doesn’t make it all a good ones, but
as | say it's the way we do things.

If you're a programmer yourself, especially if you're a
newcomer, you might want to take note of some of these
practices.



DAILY WORK

Most programmers will find themselves in
need to be working on their task(s), project(s),

whatever they have to do every single day.

“Why every single day?” you ask!
“Why can't | just do it on my work days

only?” you ask again!

| work 6 hours a day, Monday to Friday, | get
rest and enjoy my day off, recharge myself, then

start again the next Monday! You say!

Well, if you are a true faithful programmer

you'll discover that even these large blocks of time
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that you imagine you have, is not enough to

accomplish your task(s).

Simply: programming is an extremely
creative process, even if did your research,
planning, assignments, that doesn't ever means

that everything will be OK and goes by the plan.

A truly programmer's mind work in a different
way, sometimes you'll be stuck in one line of code
for hours without knowing what is wrong just
because your mind decided to stop processing for
no reason, other time you'll find that your mind is
processing faster than it usually does and you are

enjoying it and just can't stop typing code!

In either way you'll find that 6 hours a day
will be stretched to 8, 10 or more, leaving your
office won't stop you of keep going, the day off will
be the day that you can wear you slippers at home
to keep typing code, whether you are enjoying or
hating it.
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“This is not the life | wished for” you say!

Working every day is what artist life look
alike, after all as a programmer you are creating a
piece of art, believe it or not you are an artist in
somehow, when you start typing your first piece of
code and your mind recognize it as a creation, it

will not process as usual.

After a while you'll be saying: “Who wouldn't
want to work every single day? Who wouldn't want

to create something new every day?”

Sure in some days you'll stop working and
try to enjoy your day by doing anything, anything
you'll do will be connected to programming in

somehow.
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PERFECTION

Actually what makes you work daily is
seeking perfection, you'll never be satisfied of what
you did whatsoever, you'll always want to write the

perfect code and make a perfect app.

Your clients may love your work, but you'll
look at it as something can be improved on and on,

just keep in mind that this is an infinite loop.

You'll find yourself striving for a high
standard of excellence, being a perfectionist
actually undermines your movement because it

prevents you from moving to the next task.
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Remember versioning is in your side, of
course that doesn't mean it's OK to leave bugs in
your code, first you'll need to make your code work
without any bugs and then you'll come back and
make it perfect, even most experienced
programmers can't create a perfect code that will

be perfect in all time, life itself evolved.

“So do | seek perfection or not?”
Even if | or anyone else told you to not do
that, as a programmer you'll always seek

perfection in your work.

What | can advise you is stage it, do the

core, make it work correctly then improve it.
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COPY & PASTE

Fortunately it's legal now a days, it's called
open source, in my time it was so hard to find
someone to help you, each and every line of code
| wrote was 100% my own pain, | had to write and
test and retest and write again, | had to learn

everything from scratch.

Today our community has expanded, you'll
find thousands of programmers around the world
are willing to help and assist you for free, a lot of

them are providing codes and libraries for free.

“Can | copy others works?”
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No, You can make use of others code to
improve yours, not to just make it yours, look at
other experienced programmers code and try to
learn how they did achieved what you are looking

to achieve, ask for their help when you need it.

Remember this will help you decrease time
spent on coding and in somehow achieve

perfection.

Try to always pay your debts.
Credit who helped whenever you can, help

other programmer whenever you can.
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LEARNING

As a programmer you'll find yourself looking
to learn everything about everything, whenever
you see something new you'll start searching and
searching to learn how did they did that, which is

something not bad if you have time.

The real bad thing is not to practice what

you've learned.

| bet you've heard that “practice makes
perfect” and you've heard that “if you want to be
good at something you must practice it” right? ...

Wrong! Practice never makes perfection if you
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practice it in a wrong way, and if you want to be
good at something you must learn about first then

practice it well.

The main keys here are learning and
practicing, learning will ensure you are practicing
well, if you find what you've learned and practiced
Is useful for you, keep practicing it, otherwise
forget about it and clear a space in your memory

for something else.
Remember technologies varies and so other

fields, don't stuck on learning about technologies,

expand your knowledge to cover other things.
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DEBUGGING

Programmer is used to debug his own code,
which is normal and useful process, this process is
the natural result of the type of our work,
programmer type a code which sometimes may

contains errors that need to be fixed.

The more programmer learned the more he
seek perfection the more he spent time
programming, again another loop is added to the

programmers life.

Sometime debugging get out of the

programmer matrix to the real life, Programmers
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will seek to discover errors in everything, in nature,
in people in whatever they see, after all they used
to do so, and the main problem will be the
impossibility of fixing those errors which may lead

of frustration.

Remember not everything in life is perfect,
and not everything is fixable. Sometimes things are

destined to work wrong.
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DISCLAIMER

The publisher and the author are providing this
book and its contents on an ‘““as is” basis and make
no representations or warranties of any kind with
respect to this book or its contents. The publisher
and the author disclaim all such representations and
warranties, including but not limited to warranties
of healthcare for a particular purpose. In addition,
the publisher and the author assume no
responsibility for errors, inaccuracies, omissions, or
any other inconsistencies herein.
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The publisher and the author make no guarantees
concerning the level of success you may experience
by following the advice and strategies contained in
this book, and you accept the risk that results will
differ for each individual. The testimonials and
examples provided in this book show exceptional
results, which may not apply to the average reader,
and are not intended to represent or guarantee that
you will achieve the same or similar results.
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ABOUT THE AUTHOR

Growing up with a dream is a beautiful thing,
having that dream come true is even more beautiful;
this is the case for Maher Asaad Baker. Maher has
been building up his career since his teens, starting
by developing applications and websites while
exploring various types of media creating paths.
Today he is one of the most recognized graphic
designers and visual artists.

Maher started his career in 1997 with a dream of
being one of the well-known artists in the world, at
his first year in the university he discovered the
world of digital graphics which was evolving side
by side with the revolution of computer
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programming, with all these new technologies he
started teaching himself programming and digital
drawing which was a very slow and costly process
yet a very useful experience.

To support his dream he started developing
software for individual customers which was a
time-consuming process, finally, he had to leave the
university to follow his dream, he started his first
programming team that worked on developing
commercial software, while he moved on to
studying digital drawing and visual effects which
was a long term process.

Maher has participated in many forms of production
from visual effects, to directing commercials,
promos and short films, He started his own team
which has grown and widely participated in many
projects.

Although finally his dream come true, he
discovered that life is not one dream, it's not about
achieving your dream, it's about to keep dreaming
and keep achieving your dreams, this is what life is
all about, maybe you'll fall down, maybe life treats
you bad, but that is never enough to break you
down, Maher is still dreaming so should we all do
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