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(1) Fathi Triki, La Stratégie de L’Identité, essai, Arcantéres
Editions, 1998, conclusion, pp, 133-136.
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(2) CF. Qu’est-ce que le virtuel, ed, La Découverte, Paris ? 1995
(3) Heideggar, écrit dans L’etre et le temps, p. 325, cité par Paul
Riceour, Temps et récit, tome 111, Le temps raconté, éd. Seuil,
Paris, 1985, p. 104: ((L’anticipation rend ’etre-la
authentiquement a-venir, de telle sorte que P’etre-la, en tant

qu’étant dés toujours, advient a soi, autrement dit est dans son
etre en tant que tel a-venir.))
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Ludger Kiihnhardt

Director at the Center
for European Integration Studies
Bonn Germany

Fathi Triki has contributed a strong and inspiring paper to the
important debate about the philosophical reflection of
globalization and cultural pluralism, His succinct and rational
approach is matched by the sympathetic verve with which he
presents and defends his arguments. The uncompromising and
clear-minded character of his reasoning deserves intellectual
respect even where an argument, a conclusion or the wording of a
certain position is not shared. In fact, the genuine sincerity of his
paper deserves thorough reflection and honest critique, as it
echoes Trikis ability to engage in a cultural dialogue across
boundaries of tradition and position. His fundamental plea for
""communicability'' among man deserves highest consideration as
the only plausible perspective for the intercultural, or even - as
Triki favors - transcultural dialogue.

Fathi Triki is a Universalist. Yet he represents a notion of
universality which has obviously been shaped by the psychological
experience of colonialism and the struggle for independence, the
collective struggle to be oneself. While Western philosophers
would hardly invoke colonialism as a defining category for their
thinking, it seems to be the opposite with Triki. As if being
wounded by the scars of colonial habits and traditions, he tends to
use the term "'colonialism' or the category of "coloniality' as the
strongest possible invocation for rejecting a certain idea or a
specific fact. His discourse about the relationship between
colonialism and modernity is, at least, questionable. His
commitment to the category of cultural and individual identity is
understandable and sympathetic. However, his application of the
notion of colonialism on contemporary political matters of a
controversial nature is less helpful in understanding the idea
behind the fact. This is particularly true for his invocation of the
American-led regime change in Iraq in early 2003 as a



phenomenon of colonialism. In the absence of a clear definition of
colonialism and in the absence of methodological clarity about the
criteria and categories of any impact of colonialism, his
assessment and in fact his perception of things "colonial" tends to
become highly subjective and hence debatable.

It goes to his credit that he is careful in applying the term
"identity'', being fully aware of the de-individualizing potential of
the notion of identity if it is uncritically used for assessing or even
creating collective categories of social life. Identity as a subjective,
highly individual expression of one's self has become a consensual
category in modern social sciences, beyond its psychological roots.
Identity as a collective category, meant to create or define social
and sociological typologies, has turned out to be a highly
problematic trap which could lead to totalitarian thought
processes. A ware of this problem, Triki demonstrates his
laudable ability and willingness to differentiate in the use of
philosophical categories with social implications. Unfortunately,
he do es not apply the same rigidity with regard to his use of the
term "colonialism'' and related arguments.

Triki puts priority on the notion of dialogue, on
interculturality and intercomprehensibility. Thus he has made
himself immune from becoming a victim of the seductive power of
the notion of identity as the foundation of a social theory. Less
differentiating is his application of the term ''racism'. For him,
Subaltern behavior seems to derive in an almost deterministic way
from colonial realities. Racism seems to be the ultimate
consequence and his unselected term for criticizing cultural
dominance and imperialistic behavior. It is a reversal of logic and
history to describe colonialism and racism as integral parts of
Western rationality. The opposite is true: colonialism and racism
are derivations from Western rationality, in conflict with its
norms and values. On the other hand, it cannot be denied that
colonial practices have enhanced the processes of modernization
ever since, within the Western world as well, as the effect of
ancient Roman "colonialism' over Central and Western Europe
can demonstrate. While this analysis might remain subject to
controversial interpretations, the understanding of the regime
change in Iraq as a path towards an American colonialization of
Iraq must completely be rejected. While it would be too simplistic
to respond with the argument that the dictatorship of Saddam
Hussein was by definition a mode of internally imposed



colonialism over its own people, the need for the search of a
mutually comprehensible and acceptable notion of globalization
becomes evident, the deeper one gets into Trikis paper.

Triki seems to understand globalization as a predominantly
problematic, if not outright negative phenomenon. He applies
reductionist notions and perceptions of globalization in his
argument that the world has become more violent and unjust ever
since the fall of the Berlin Wall unleashed new forces of
globalization and free global interaction. The opposite must be
argued for, that is to say that globalization, although not free from
contradictions and problematic consequences, is basically a
liberalizing and modernizing trend. It has accelerated the
processes that help mankind to make better use of time and space
in an unprecedented way. There are many reasons to argue that
globalization has remained incomplete and has generated
"victims'" beside '"'winners'. But it cannot be overlooked that the
potential for technology-based modernization and hence the
improvement of living conditions for many people has increased
with the speedy development of globalization during the past two
decades. Those societies which remain closed and seek to reject
the impact of globalization have become claustrophobic for their
citizens and sometimes dangerous for their neighbors. Saddam
Hussein's Iraq was such an example. This is the reason why
regime change in that country - in spite of the enormous trouble
related to it - has been of an enabling nature in gradually bringing
the positive fruits of globalization to fruition for the Iraqi people
too.

An open society is the precondition for a globalizing society,
and rule of law is the precondition for the transparent
implementation of both of these. In this sense, the universalization
of democracy is the opposite of a regressive mind-set as
represented by traditional imperialism, which tries to dominate a
society through means of hampering its free interaction with
others. Globalization will thus be successful wherever it is linked
to the necessary preconditions for its success. An absence of these
preconditions, and most notably the absence of an open society
and the rule of law, will most likely prevent any liberalizing
success from taking place. The frustration stemming from this
insight can lead to both a psychological and a political rejection of
the notion and promise of globalization itself. Fathi Triki's
argument against globalization is not free from this myopic
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and rule of law is the precondition for the transparent
implementation of both of these. In this sense, the universalization
of democracy is the opposite of a regressive mind-set as
represented by traditional imperialism, which tries to dominate a
society through means of hampering its free interaction with
others. Globalization will thus be successful wherever it is linked
to the necessary preconditions for its success. An absence of these
preconditions, and most notably the absence of an open society
and the rule of law, will most likely prevent any liberalizing
success from taking place. The frustration stemming from this
insight can lead to both a psychological and a political rejection of
the notion and promise of globalization itself. Fathi Triki's
argument against globalization is not free from this myopic



understanding of globalization. It is a pit y to see this position ex-
pressed by a thinker who is rightly and convincingly rejecting the
danger of reductionism.

Another element of confusion stems from Triki's use of the
norm of universal hum an rights in relationship with cultural and
religious traditions. Isn't it a classical contradiction in adiecto to
even presume the possibility of an African, an Islamic or an Asian
declaration of universal human rights? Either human rights are
universal, notwithstanding any religious, regional or cultural
context, or they are not universal at ail. It is well noted that
notions of human rights have to breed and become reality in
different cultural settings, which impact the scope and speed of
their implementation. The notion as such however, can only be
universal or it cannot be at all. The invocation of cultural
obstacles to universal norms is problematic as they open the gate,
unintentionally perhaps, to the very category of collective identity
which Triki has rightly rejected as totalitarian. It must raise
doubts as to whether homogenous ''African'" or 'Asian',
"Islamic' or "Christian" thinking can be identified at ail. Thus
only the notion of cultural universality can guarantee the
recognition of human rights, notwithstanding any religious, ethnic
or geographic differences.

Fathi Triki is impressive and convincing in his plea for
intercultural dialogue. He might however overburden his fellow
citizens ail over the world with his perspective of transculturality.
Ali empirical evidence shows how difficult it remains for the vast
majority of citizens ail over the globe to think through the
categories and eyes of "'the other', even to recognize ''the other"
as equal and respectable. This does not mean that exactly such an
attitude should be the laudable goal of ail cultural education. But
we must realize that we are as yet a far cry away from such an
ambitious global change of attitude. As ail indications show, it is
already difficult enough to realize the much less ambitious
concept of an objective, prejudice-free perception of ''the other''.
In Light of this, not only concepts of multiculturalism - which
Triki rightly portrays as overly ambitious and idealistic - but also
transculturalism remain evasive and beyond empirical hope for
implementation in a foreseeable future. Triki's own skepticism
about globalization might in fact serve as an unwanted obstacle to
the full realization of his own aspirations regarding



transculturality.

The root cause for this astomishing paradox seems to be
related to his obvious divorcing of material and immaterial forces
and substances. While globalization seems to be an economic
phenomenon for Triki, he is introducing 'cultural dialogue' as if
it were the immaterial antithesis to it. 1 would make a strong plea
to see both as equally important and viable expressions of the
same quest for universality, which the world of the 21st century
will need, should humanity advance both materially and
immaterially.

Triki's sharp observation about the transversal movement of
cultures as demonstrated both in ontological and in historical
terms serves as a fine counter-concept to his own definition of
coloniality as imposed universalism. His remark about the
scientific revolution in the West during the XIIth century - the
reception of classical ancient texts through the medium of Arab
philosophers - demonstrates the incomplete character of most
Western self-assessments. This important transversal encounter of
Western and Islamic cultures - the Muslim world preserving the
ancient Greek heritage, such as the texts of Aristotle, before
transmitting them anew into the West via Spain and through
Arab translations into Western languages - shows that clashes of
civilization can indeed be avoided and should not be invoked in a
self-fulfilling manner. It also demonstrates that "living together",
as Triki so eloquently quotes Hannah Arendt (after all a Jewish
philosopher), is the ultimate destiny of Christian, Jewish and
Muslim peoples - and their living together with the
representatives of all Asian cultures and religions is the inevitable
goal of universal humanism in the 21st century.

Trikis reflections about the value of love and the relationship
between human love and the love of god demonstrate the
proximity between pious traditions both in the Christian and the
Muslim sphere of life. This can not only serve as a valuable token
for Christian Muslim understanding, but also as a perspective for
the "living together' of humankind as a whole. Recognizing
diversity and yet accepting universal moral claims, rooted in love
amongst men and love of god, seems to be the unavoidable
consequence if Triki's quest for "inter-comprehensiveness’ is to
become reality - both in the material and in the immaterial sense
of the word.
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