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francais du Proche-Orent, and particuladly to its scientific director Professor Floréal
Sanagustin and its academic coordinator Madame Saralr Atassi-Khattab, for
coltaborating with us on this project that was initiated in 2003,

I would also like to thank the vartous editors of this important text, noably
Ahmad Chleilat, Mahmoud Fakhoury, Yousef Ma’mun Sagherji and Ayman Fu'ad
Sayyid, who have meticulously produced the critical editions of the seven volumes of
the Uyt akl-akbbdr here. It is also necessary to acknowledge our indebtedness to Adnan
Darwich and Samer F. Traboulsi for their efforts in the initial stages of this
collaborative project between The Institute of Ismaili Studies, on the one hand, and the
Institut frangais du Proche-Oment and 2 number of Syrian scholars, on the other, Our |
colleague at the IIS, Dr Nader El-Bizd, acted as coordinator of the project, most ably
dischazging all tasks related to such a complex endeavour; this project would not have
matesialized without his tireless efforts. Finally, I would like to thank Wendy Robinson
and Julia Kol of the staff of our Institute for variously contributing to the completion
of this project. .

Aungust 2006

Farhad Daftary

Associate Director
The Institute of Fsmaili Studies
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Yemen from the second half of the 5th/1ith century as a result of the close telations
existing between the Fatimids and the Sulayhids of the Yemen who recognized Fatimid
suzerainty and led the Ismaili de'wa in South Arabia. And this literary hesitage was under
the charge of the Tayyibi dé's of the Yemen.

The 47 Idds composed three major historical works, which may be regarded as
the main sources on the history of the Ismailis uatil the Musta'lian—Nizarl schism in the
Ismaili da'wa, and then as the authoritative text on the history of the Musta'lian and
Tayyibl Ismailis until the second half of the 9th/15th century. His first historical work
Upiin al-akbbdr wa-funiin al-thdr, in seven volumes critically edited here for the first time

as a complete set, is the most comprehensive source on the history of the Ismaili daws .

from its origins, and the Shii imams recognized by the Ismailis (including the Fatimid
n&.ﬁwm as well as the early imams undl Ja'far al-Sidiq acknowledged also by the
Ithna'ashars om.H.én?nn Shi'is), unti] the second half of the 6th/12th century. The first
volume of the Upin, on the life of the Prophet Muhammad, is pasticulasly valuable in
reflecting the Ismaili an_.Eon on that subject. Similarly, volumes 2 znd 3 portray the
Ismaili perspectives on ‘Al b, Abi Tilib (d. 40/661) and his battles against various
opponents. The first three volumes of the Upin are now published for the first time.
The fourth volume covers the biographies of the early imams, from al-Hasan {d.
49/669) and al-Tlusayn b. "All (d. 61/680) until al-Husayn b. Abmad, the last hidden
imam of the eatly lsmailis in their dewr afsair or period of concealment. The fifth
volume covers the initiation of the [smaili da'wa in the Yemen and North Africa, the
establishment of the Fatimid state in 297/909, and the reigns of the Fatimid Ismail
caliph-imams al-Mahdi (297-322/909-934), al-Q@im (322-334/934-946) and al-
Manslr (334-341/946-953). The sixth volume covers the reigns of the next four
Fatimid caliph-imams, al-Mu'izz (341-365/953-975), al-"Azz (365-386/975-096), al-
Hakim (386-411/996-1021), al-Zahir (411-427/1021~1036) as well as the early w_na..m
of al-Mustansir (427-487/1036-1094). The late Syrian Nizde Ismaili scholar Mustafi
Ghalib (1923-1981) edited for the first time volumes 46 of the ‘Upin (Beirut, 1973
1975, 1978). The Tunisian scholar Fachat al-Dashrawi (F. Dachroui) edited 2 portion of
the fifth volume under the tifle Tarikh aldawls al-Fatimiya bi'tMaghrsb (Tunis, 1979)
W.,M._%W VME.JM.MBwﬂ M.M\Jhmém (M. M.ENME.V. another Tunisian scholar, published the fifth
art of the sixth volumes under the dtle Ta'"kb alkbulafd’ at-Fatimiyyin bi't- ib:
algitm al-&bdss min Kitab "Uyin al-akhbdr Beirat, 1985), Wtk bt Moghrt

Finally, the seventh volume of the Upin covers the remaining petiod of al-
g«umﬁma.ﬁ.m reign, the establishment of m,&»wm_ﬁ rule in the Yemen, the Mustulian—
Nizan mmr,mmn: m.._un followed al-Mustansir's death in 487/1097, the reigns of the next
two m.mE.bﬁ caliphs recognized also as imams by the Musta'lian Ismailis, namely, al-
Mustai (487—495/1094-1101) and ab-Amir (495-524/1101-1130), as well as the
commencement of the Tayyibi de’ws in the Yemen and the collapse of the Fatimids in
Egypt. It also contains important details on the vatious 4d% of the Yemen. This volume
remains a basic source for the history of the Tsmaili da%s in the Yemen under the
mcuumv&_n_m. The seventh volume was edited recently by the Egyptian scholar Ayman
Fu’ad Sayyid, with an English summary by Paul E. Watker and Maurice A. Pomerantz
and published as The Fatimids and their Swecessors in Yawean in The Institute of Ismaili
Studies’ Tsmaili Texts and Translations Sedes’, 4 (Lordon, 2002).

It appears that Idiis began his work on the Upin alakbbar soon after he
completed his Nn.?. al-ma'ani in 838/1434. In addition to reprgducing the oral traditions
of ﬁwa Tayyibi da’wa, Idrs used a vardety of Ismaili and non-Ismaili sources in compiling
an. Uysin, many of which are no longer extant. Amongst the Ismaili sources used by

mnwm_. mention may be made of the writings of al-Qadf al-Nu'min (d. 363/974), the Sz
ME e mmu.t.z: ayyad B'1-Din al-Shirdzi {d. 470/1078), who is regarded as the spiritual’
wm bﬂﬂ. of the Yemenl da'wa, other Ismaili s, including the anonymous Siut alimdn af-
abdi and Sirat Ton Hawshab Mangir al-Yaman, that have not survived dizectly. He also
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drew og a wide variety of non-Ismaili Yemen and other sources, such as the histories
of Thn Ziliq (d. 386/996), al-Qadi Muhammad b, Salima al-Qudi’ (d. 454/1062), and
“Usnita al-Yamand (d. 569/1174), some of which have not survived directly, Idds also
had access to numerous documents, such as decrees, letters, epistles (s7filld), and other
Fatimid archival matedals that are not completely extant but throw light on impostant
aspects of the Ismaili dawa in the Yemea and relations between the Fatimids and
Sulayhids. All this makes the Upir alakbbdr an invaluable work of reference on Ismaili
history during medieval times.

It may be noted here thar 1dds’s account of the origins of Tayyibi Ismailism is
in conflict with the version upheld by the Hafiz Ismailis, the other Musta'lian Ismaili
community who recognized as their imams the later Fatimid caliphs, after al-Amir {d.
524/1130), but which did not survive the collapse of the Fatimid state in 367/1171.
Similarly, the author’s account of the Musta'lian~Nizzd schism in Ismailism reflects the
official view of the Tayyibi Ismailts, the only surviving Musta'lian community in the
Yemen and elsewhere — a view that is rejected by the Nizid Ismaili tradition regarding
the Fatimid caliph-imam al-Mustansir's suceession dispute. The Nizdds, as is well
known, uphold the rights of Nizir {d. 488/1095), al-Mustansir’s eldest son and original
heir-designate who was set aside forcefully in favour of his younger half-brother al-
Musta'll (d. 495/1101) by the all-powerful Fatimid vizier al-Afdal.

Tddis's second historical work, Nughat alafkdr, in two volumes and still

unpublished, deals with Tsmaili history in the Yemen, especially the period after the
demise of the Suiayhid dynasty, up to the year 833/1449, This may, indeed, be
considered the most impottant sousce for the history of the Tayyibi da'wa in the Yemen
for some three centuries after the Sulayhids, whose hegemony effectively ended in
532/1138 on the death of al-Sayyida ak-Malika Arwi who in addition to serving as the
Sulayhid queen was also appointed by the Imam al-Mustansit to the highest rank of the
fujia in the Fatimid da'wa organization, Here the author also pays particular attention to
the Tayyibi da'wa in India and relations between the Tayyibi Bohras there and their co-
religionists in the Yemen. Idfss third historcal work, Rawdat al-akhbdr, is a
continuation of the preceding work in which the author includes the events of his own
time from 854/1450 to the year 870/1465. The Rawda is an impostant source for the
history of the Tahinds, who ruled over the Yemen after the Rasfilids, because Idds was
allied with them. It is also an impoxtant source on Idsis's own career as head of the
Tayyibi Ismaili ds'wa in the Yemen, The Rawdat abakbbér has now been edited by
Muhammad b. ‘Al al-Akwa' al-Hiwall al-Himyad (§an'?, 1995). The da'f 1dds was also
a poet and the unpublished Diwdr of his poetry contains some historical information in
addition to panegytics of the Ismaili imams and dd%. His major work on Ismaili
doctine entitled Zabr abma'Zni (ed. M. Ghilib, Beirut, 1991), divided into 21 chapters
{babs), tepresents the highest achievement on the bagd’ig, the Ismaili gnostic esoteric
system of thought, attained by the Tayyibi da'wa in the Yemen. Idds also composed a
number of polemical wozks in refutation of Sunai, Mu'tazill and Zaydl doctrines. Most
of Idds’s writings have survived and they are preserved in various private and
institutional collections, including those at The Institate of Ismaili Sudies Library and
the extensive collsctions at the official D&"5di Tayyibl Bohra Nbraries in Surat and
Bombay under the charge of that community’s 47 mutlag who has had his seat in
Bombay since the 1920s.

The wide mange of research projects encouraged and undestaken by The
Instoute of Ismaili Studies serve to reflect pluralism in Islam as well as a diversity of
interpretations within Shiism, including not only Ismailism of various branches but
Tthna'ashard (Twelves) and Zaydi Shi‘ism as well. It is in this academic spirit, and in
order to easure further progeess in Shii and Ismaili studies, that the complete text of
1deis ‘Imid al-Din's ‘Uyin atakbbdr is offered here in the Ismaili Texts and Translations
Serjes. In this connection, [ would like to express our deepest gratitude to the Instiut
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By 1963, when Ivanow published a revised edition of his Ismaili caralogue’
many more sources had become known and progress in editing and studying Ismaili
texts had accelerated considerably, Subsequent progress in the recovery and study of
..FEE._._ literature is thoroughly reflected in Professor Poonawala’s catalogue, which
identifies some 1300 titles written by mere than 200 authors, while this author’s
bibliography lists more than 5000 published primary sources and smudies in the feld.?
Scholarship in this branch of Islamic studies is set to continue at an even greater pace
as The Institute of Ismaili Studies, established in London in 1977 by H.H. Prince Karim
Aga Khan IV, the present imam of the Nizard Ismailis, serves as the central paint of

reference for Ismaili studies while making its own contribution through various:

programmes of research and publications. Amongst these, particular menti
made of the Tsmaili Texts and Translations mnn.mm. in éEwr critical n%ﬁﬂﬂm wowobc_n.w%m
and Persian texts are published together, selectively, with English translations.

Ismaili historiography has had its own distinctive featuzes and evolution, which
have been closely related to the very nature of the Ismaili dae and the changing
political fortunes of the Ismailis. The Ismailis were often persecuted in regions ourside
mﬁ..ﬁﬁ:o.nnm of En.n vadous states, and this necessitated the strict observance of the
Shii practice of fagiyys or precautionary dissimulation. At the same time, the Ismaili
authors and 2% were for the most part trained as theologians. Owing to their training
as well a3 the absolute necessity of observing secrecy in their activities, the Ismaili dé'%
authors were not particularly keen on compiling either annalistic or other types of
historical acconnts. This general lack of interest in historiography is attested by the fact
that only a handful of historical wotks have come to light duting the modern recovery
of a large number of Ismaili texts. These texts reflect the diversity of this rich literary
heritage, ranging from legal compendie, hiographical works of the nir genre, poerey and
treatises on the central Shii docttine of the imamate, to complex esoteric and

metaphysical treatises culminating in the gnostic system of the Ismaili bagd’ig, with its
cyclical history, cosmology, ¢schatology and soteriology. From early on, a moom pottion
of Ismaili literature was related to Ja%i#, or esoteric interpremation of the Qur'anic
passages and religious prescriptions and prohibitions. Some of the leamned d#% of the
Iranian lands, such as Abfi Ya'gib al-Syjistind (d. after 361/471), Hamid al-Din al-
Qﬂﬂﬁnmmbmﬂhmm..m wamﬂw‘_n._ A.M_.m »\H Hcmmw and Nigiri Khesraw (d. after 462/ 1070) elaborated
ec tradition: i 7 rari
Ohlosophica] ot s based on their theolopy (kekim) and a vadety of
) There were, however, two periods in Ismaili history duting which il
did concern themselves with historical writings, and they nwuomsn,mm éﬂrmﬁﬂwwnﬂb“w“
be regarded as official chronicles. During the Fatimid period (297-567/909-1171) and
the Alamiit period (483-654/1090~1256) of their history, the Ismailis possessed states
and dynasties of rulers whose reigns and achievements needed to be recorded by
relizble chroniclers. In Fatimid times, especially after the transference of the seat of the
Fatimid state from Iftiqiya in North Africa (in today’s Tunisia) to Egypt in 362/973
numerous accounts of the Fatimid dynasty and state were compiled by nonﬁawanwaﬂ
F&nnﬁb@ both Ismaili and non-Ismaili. However, the Fafimid chronicles did not
survive the moénmmu.om the Fatimid dynasty in 567/1171, when the Ayyibids who
succeeded the Fatimids, systematically destroyed the renowned Fatimid libraries at
Cairo. Similarly, the chronicles recording the events ‘of the Nizad Ismuadli state in Persia

3
b

3 W, Ivanow, Imraili Literature: A Bibliograpbical Survey (Tehran, 1963).
¢ L K. Poonawala, Bisbibliography of Isma 5l 1iterature (Malibu, CA, 1977).
¥F. Daftary, Ismail Literature: A Bibdiography of Sonrces and Siudies (London, 2004).
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during the Alamit period were destroyed, together with the bulk of other types of
Ismaili iterature, by the Mongol hordes who conquered Persia in 654/1236.

Notwithstanding these adverse circumstances, a_few Ismaili dd'®s managed to
produce historical works that are extant. Among the few histories found in Ismaili
literature, the writings of Idifs ‘Imdd al-Din, especially his Upin al-akbbar, occupy a
central position. His ‘Uysin al-akhbdr which is composed of seven volumes is, in fact, the
only compsehensive history of the Ismuili imams from the carliest times until the late
Fatimid perod compiled by an Ismaili author.

Idds Tmad al-Din b. al-Hasan b. ‘Abd Allih b. ‘Ali b, al-Walid al-Anf hailed
from the prominent al-Walid family of the Quraysh in the Yemen, who led the Tayyibl
Mustallian Ismaili de‘wa for more than three centuries from the beginning of the
7th/13th centuey? He was bom in 794/1392 in the fortress of Shibdm, a high peak on
the Jabal Haziz and 2 stronghold of the Ismailis in the Yemen. Idris succeeded his
uncle, ‘Al b. ‘Abd Alih b, "AlL, as the nineteenth 447 mutlag or supreme leader of the
Tayyibi Ismaili de'wa in 832/1428.

Besides being a scholar and a versatile author, Tdds was also a polidcian and
warrior. His leadership of the Yemeni Tayyibis coincided with 2 turbulent pedod in the
Yemen's history, with warfare raging among varous tribal confederations. Maintaining
the policies of his predecessors, the 447 Idas allied himself with the Rasilids of Zabid
and fought several battles against the Zaydis of northern Yemen. Joined by the Raslid
al-Malik al-Zihir Amuulmaww 1428-1439), Idris also fought the Zaydi Imam al-Mangtr
‘Al As @ zesult of his encounters with the Zaydis, the 47 Idds came into the
possession of several fortresses. He also enjoyed the suppost and friendship of the
Tahidd brothers ‘Al and "Amir, who around 858/1454 seized ‘Adan and Zabid and
replaced the Rasilids as the masters of lower Yemen. Idds tock special interest in the
affairs of the Tayyibi Ismaili da'wa in western India, and during his long Jeadership of
some foriy years contrbuted to the success of the Tayyibl da'wa as well as the Bohra
community in Gujarit. Thus, he paved the way for the subsequent transference of the
centre of the Tayyiti 4'we from the Yemen to India. When the da% Idsis sensed that
the end of his days was approaching, he designated, according to the customary rule of
the rass of his community, his son al-Hasan to succeed him as the head of the Tayyibl
da'wa and community. Idrs died on 19 Dhn'l-Qa'da 872/10 June 1468 at Shibim where
he had established his headquarters in 838/1434.

Idds ‘Tmad al-Din is considered the most celebrated Ismaili historian. His
eminence as the histodian of the Ismaili imams and their da‘wa derives from the fact that
as the 447 of the Tayyilil Ismailis he had access to all the contemporary literary heritage
of the Ismailis then available in the Yemen, parts of which have not survived. The bulk
of the Ismaili texts of Fatimid and eadier times had been gradually transferred to the

8 For bio-bibliographical information on 1dds ‘Imad al-Din, see Qutb 2l-Din Sulayminji
Burhinpi, Muntaza’ al-akhbir ff akbbér al-du'st al-akbyar, partial ed. 8. F. Traboulsi {Beirut, 1999),
pp- 166-175; Muhammad ‘Al b. Mulli Jiwibha'T Rimpad, Mawsier-i bahar ff akbbar al-tabirin al-
aklyar (ithographed, Bombay, 1301-1311/1884-1893), vol, 3, pp- 107-108, 138-146; [smaT b.
*Abd ai-Rasil al-Majdis', Fabrasat al-kutib wa'trasd, ed. "Alf N. Munzavi (Tehran, 1966), pp. 73~
77, 150151, 239242, 275-277; Ivanow, lomaili Literature, pp. 7782 Ayman T. Sayyid, Magadir
1a'rikh al-Yarran JPE ar al-Islami (Cairo, 1974), pp. 180-183; Poonawala, Biobibiliography of Tsmd il
Literature, pp. 169—175; his “Tdris b. al-Flasan’, EI2, vol. 12 (Supplement), p. 407; F. Dafuary, The
Tsmrd'stis: Their History and Dattrines (Cambridge, 1990), pp. 258259, 290-291; his Luaaiii Literature,
pp- 120-121, and his ‘Idsis ‘Imad al-Din’, in O, Leaman, cd., The Biggraphical Encyclspacdia of Istenic
Philaraply (London, 2006), vol. 1, pp. 318-320.
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Until the middle of the twentieth century, the Ismailis were studied and judged
almost exclusively on the basis of the evidence collected, or often fabricated, by their
enemies. As a result, a vasiety of myths and legends were disseminated widely, both in
Muslim societies and in the West, regarding the teachings and practices of this Shi'i
Muslitn community. The breakthrough in Ismaili studies occurred with the recovery
and study of genuine Ismaili texts on a large scale — manusciipt sources which had been
preserved in numerous private collections in the Yemen, Syra, Persia, Central Asia,
South Asia and other regions. A few Ismaili manuscripts of Sydan provenance had
already surfaced in Pans during the ninereenth centuy. And more manuscripts
preserved in the Yemen and Central Asia were recovered in the opening decades of the
twendeth century. However, by 1922, when the first Western bibliography of Ismaili
writings was compiled by Louis Massignon (1883-1962), information in European
librades and knowledge available to scholaely cizcles on Ismaili literature was still very
limited.!

Modern scholarship in Ismaili studies was actually initiated in the 19305 in India,
where significant collections of Ismaili manuscripts have been preserved by the Ismaili
Boluz community, This breakthrough resulted, in the first instance, from the
pioneeting efforts of Wladimir Ivanow (1886--1970), and a few Bohra scholars, notably
Asaf A. A, Fyzee (1899-1981), Husayn F. al-Hamdani (1901-1962) and Zihid ‘Al
(1888-1958), ‘who based their orginal stdies on their family collections of
manuscripts. Subsequently, these collections were made available to scholars at large.
Professor Fyzee donated his manuscripts to the Bombay University Library;? Husayn
al-Hamdni, too, donated part of his family’s collection to the Bombay University while
another part was donated in 2006 by his son, Professor Abbas Hamdani, to The
Institute of Ismaili Studies Library in London. In 1997, the Zahid ‘Al collection of
some 226 Arabic Ismaili manuscripts was also given to The Institute of Ismaili Studies.?
The initiation of modem scholarship in Ismadi studies may indeed be traced to the
publicadion, in 1933, of a catalogue by Ivanow, who cited some 700 separate Ismaili
titles attesting to the hitherto unknown richness and diversity of Lsmaili literature and
intellectual traditions.* Ismaili scholatship received a major impews through the
establishment in 1946 of the Ismaili Society of Bombay. Ivanow played also a crucial
zole in the creation of the Ismaili Society, which was equipped with a major collection
of Arabic and Persian manuscripts. These manuscripts were transferred to The Institute
of Ismaili Studies during the eacly 1980s.

+ L. Massignon, Tsquisse d’une bibliographie Qarmate’, in T. W. Amold and R. A. Nicholson,
ed., A Voluwe of Oriental Stdies Presented to Edward G. Browne on bis 60% Birthday (Cambridge, 1922),
pp- 329-338.

2 M. Goriawala, 4 Deseriptive Catalogse of the Fyzgee Collection of Lumaili Mansseripts (Bombay, 1965).

3 D. Cortese, Arabic Innaili Mamuscripts: The Zakhid “AfF Collection in the Library of The Tnstitnie of lsmaili
Sindier (London, 2003},

A\, Tvanow, A Gride to Ismaili Literature (London, 1933).



PREFACE

Lorsqu'en 2003 le professeur Fathad Diafiary, directeur-adjoint de Institute of
Ismaili Studies me soumit le projet d'une collaboration entre nos deux institutions, The
Tnstitute of Ismaili Stadies (Londtes) et I'Institat Frangais du Proche-Orient (Damas),
en voe d'éditer, voire de rééditer de grands textes de ka teadition ismaélienne médiévale,
facceptal aussitbt pour plusicurs raisons. Tout d'abord du fait d'un intérét personnel
pour la philosophie ismaéhienne puisqu'en 1975, j'avais soutenu, sous la direction du
regretié professeur Roger Amaldez, un mémoire de maitrise sur le Rdhat al-agl du 3%
Hamid al-Din al-Kirmani (m. amae 411/1020), ce qui m'avait permis de découvnr la
richesse de cette pensée, trop méconnue, et son rapport intime 1 la radonalité. Ensuite,
parce que Plustitut francais de Damas s'est, des l'otigine, délibérément consacré a
l'édition de textes arabes tels que la Fildha nebatiyya (éd. T. Fahd), le Tarikh Ibn Qddi
Shubba (éd. A. Darwish), le Diwan d'Ab@l Firas al-Hamdini (éd. S. Dahhan), ou la Sirar
Baybars (¢d. G. Bohas-K. Zakhaga), pour n'en citer que quelques-uns, et que cette
tradition doit, 4 mon sens, perdurer afin que nous puissions mettre 4 la disposition des
chercheurs des éditions de manuscrits de qualité faisant référence.

A lévidence, le ‘Upin atakbbér du Yéménite Tdris ‘Imad al-Din ([¥=/XV9),
ceuvre en sept volumes couvrant Ihistoire des imams ismaéliens des origines 4 la fin de
I'4poque faumide, appartient & ce quiil est convenu d'appeler les grands textes que la
civilisation arabo-musulnane z produits en nombre 4 'époque classique. 11 fut donc
décidé que l'Institut frangais s'emplojerait & Pédition critique des septs volumes des
"Upin alakbbér. Bn effer, une équipe de quatre spécialistes de l'édition des textes
médidvaux fut constituée sous la supervision de Mme Sarab Atassi, secrétaire
scientifique. Cette équipe se compose de Messieurs Mahmoud Fakhoury, Ma'moun
Sagherii, Yousef Fatoum et Ahmad Shleilat. Le résultat que nous publions aujourd'hui
est probant par la qualité de I'édition et le soin mis & fa réalisation de I'ouvrage. Et il
flest pas inutle ici de rappeler la grande maitrise que ITnstitut frangais a acquise, depuis
sa fondation, dans I'édidon de livees en langue arabe, qu'il s'agisse de manuscrits ou de
monographies,

Je forme enfin le veeu que Ja coopération entre nos dewx institations, The
Institnte of Ismaili Studies et ITnstitut frangais du Proche-Oudent, engagée par cetie
nouvelle édition du “Upin al-akbbdr, se poursuive ct se développe dans les années 4

venir. Nul doute alors, que cette production scientifique contribuera a enrichir, de
fagon significative, la Bibliotheque arabe.

Damas, janvier 2007.
Floréal Sanagustin
Directeur scientifique

aux études médiévales,
modernes et arabes.
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The Institute of Ismaili Studies

The Institute of Ismaili Studies was established in 1977 with the object of promoting
scholarship and tearning on Islam, in the historical 2z well as contemporaty contexts, 2nd a better
understanding of its relationship with other socicties and faiths.

The Institute’s programmes encourage a perspective which is not confined to the
theological and religious heritage of Istam, but secks to explore the relationship of religious ideas
to broader dimensions of society and culture. The programmes thus cncouzage =an
interdisciplinary approach to the materials of Islamic history and thought Pardcular atiention is
also given to issues of modemity that agise as Muslims seek to relate their heritage to the
contemporary situztion.

Within the Islamic tradition, the Institute’s programmes seek to promote research on
those areas which have, to date, received relatively little attention from scholars. 1hese inciude
the intellectual and literary expressions of Shi‘ism in general, and Ismailism in particular.

In the context of Islamic societies, the Instimute’s programmes are informed by the full
mange and diversity of cultares in which Islam is practised today, from the Middle East, South and
Central Asia, and Africa to the industralised societies of the West, thus taking into consideration
the variety of contexts which shape the ideals, beliefs and practices of the faith.

‘These objectives are realised through concrete programmes and activities orgenised and
implemented by varicus departments of the Institute, The Insdrte also collaborates periodically,
on a programme-specific basis, with other institutions of leaming in the United Kingdom and
abroad.

The Institute’s academic publications fall into several distinet and intesrelated categories:

1. Oceasional papers or essays addressing broad themes of the relationship between
religion and society in the historical as well as modern contexts, with special reference
to Islam.

2. Monographs exploring specific aspects of Islamic faith and culture, or the
contributions of individual Muslism fgures or writers,

3. Editions or translations of significant primary or secondary texts.

4. Translations of poetic or literary texts which illustrate the rich heritage of spiritual,
devotional and symbolic expressions in Muslim history.

5. Works on Ismaili history and thought, and the rclatonship of the Ismailis to other
tradivions, communities and schools of thought in Islam.

6. Proceedings of conferences and seminars sponsored by the Institute.

7. Bibliographical works and catalogues which document manuscrpts, printed texts and
other source materials. :

This book falls into category three listed above.

In facilitating these and other publications, the Institute’s sole aim is to encourage
original research and analysis of relevant issucs. While every effort is made to ensure that the
publications are of a high academic standard, there is naturally bound 1o be a diversity of views,
ideas and interpretations. As such, the opinions expressed in these publications must be
understood as belonging to their authors alone,
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