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490 CONCLUSION. Citap. XIV,

ditions of life, and from nse and disuse; a Ratio of In-
crease so high as to lead to a Stroggle for Life, and as a
consequence to Natural Selection, entailing Divergence
of Character and the Extinetion of less-improved forms,
Thus, from the war of nature, from famine and death,
the most exalted object which we are eapable of con-
ceiving, namely, the produetion of the higher animals,
dircetly follows, There is grandeur in this view of life,
with its several powers, having been originally breathed
into a few forms or into one ; and that, whilst this planet
has gone eyeling on according to the fixed law of gra-
vity, from go simple a beginming endless forms most
beautiful and most wonderful have been, and ave being,
evalved.
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490 CONCLUSION. Crar. XIV.

solely by and for the good of each being, all corporeal
and mental endowments will tend to progress towards

It is interesting to contemplate an entangled bank,
clothed with many plants of many kinds, with birds
singing on the bushes, with various insects flitting about,
and with worms crawling through the damp earth, and
to reflect that these elaborately constructed forms, so
different from each other, and dependent on each other
in so complex a manner, have all been produced by
laws acting around us. These laws, taken in the largest
sense, being Growth with Reproduction ; Inheritrnee
which is almost implied by reproduction; Variability
from the indirect and direct action of the external con-
ditions of life, and from use and disuse; a Ratio of In-
crease so high as to lead to a Struggle for Life, and as a
consequence to Natural Selection, entailing Divergence
of Character and the Extinction of less-improved forms.
Thus, from the war of nature, from famine and death,
the most exalted object which we are capable of con-
ceiving, namely, the production of the higher animals,
directly follows, There is grandeur in this view of life,
with its several powers, having been originally breathed
by the Creator into a few forms or into one; and that,
whilst this planet has gone eyeling on according to the
fixed law of gravity, from so simple a beginning endless
forms most beautiful and most wonderful have been,
and are being, evolved.

.(Creator) (GlAY 4alS o (ggind ag ad AT« Al daghl) ¢ £ 1531 Jua) QS (o 8AY) 8,84
O Bla B it ol AUl ciledall Al JaY) Gudig

S O ke (0 Al g o) e 1as Ll & G

AN - el oS i /183 Jie gl

v



Ll JIS A gha

oels JHKI Pale Blue Dot "daslall 18,30 ddaall' QS (e Lgdas sl JB 5 )le 3190 <D
:lgaig « Carl Sagan

Dbl Lee i) Y gty alell I Lo oy plas o)) e Jaany ol 4) Cane!
e Y €l aie Uyl Lee HES a8l asly adl Jy LIS alaely 5T o5
L o) 5 lSS oy o) 4l aly real) a1 Glld a0 gl TY Y Y Oslshs lls
Cunal) alall 425 LS 0o dadaey Zdad)) e 5ady jual a8 Bas o Lo L
O (e s (1 smsl By (gl sy Gl e S L3 e Ly Juasd

CMale Cajlanall sadal)

s Aal

“Carl Sagan, in Pale Blue Dot, wrote: How is it that hardly any
major religion has looked at science and concluded, 'This is better
than we thought! The Universe is much bigger than our prophets
said, grander, more subtle, more elegant'? Instead they say, 'No,
no, no! My god is a little god, and | want him to stay that way.' A
religion, old or new, that stressed the magnificence of the
Universe as revealed by modern science might be able to draw
forth reserves of reverence and awe hardly tapped by the

conventional faiths”’2.
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"The United States is a poster child for supernatural belief. Just about everyone in this
country—96 percent in one poll—believes in God. Well over half of Americans believe
in miracles, the devil, and angels. Most believe in an afterlife—and not just in the
mushy sense that we will live on in the memories of other people, or in our good deeds;
when asked for details, most Americans say they believe that after death they will
actually reunite with relatives and get to meet God. Woody Allen once said, "I don't
want to achieve immortality through my work. 1 want to achieve it through not dying."
Most Americans have precisely this expectation.

But America is an anomaly, isn't it? These statistics are sometimes taken as yet another
indication of how much this country differs from, for instance, France and Germany,=
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=where secularism holds greater sway. Americans are fundamentalists, the claim goes,
isolated from the intellectual progress made by the rest of the world.

There are two things wrong with this conclusion. First, even if a gap between America
and Europe exists, it is not the United States that is idiosyncratic. After all, the rest of
the world—Asia, Africa, the Middle East—is not exactly filled with hard-core atheists.
If one is to talk about exceptionalism, it applies to Europe, not the United States.

Second, the religious divide between Americans and Europeans may be smaller than
we think. The sociologists Rodney Stark, of Baylor University, and Roger Finke, of
Pennsylvania State University, write that the big difference has to do with church
attendance, which really 1s much lower in Europe"....

... "Most polls from European countries show that a majority of their people are
believers. Consider Iceland. To judge by rates of churchgoing, Iceland is the most=
=secular country on earth, with a pathetic two percent weekly attendance. But four out
of five Icelanders say that they pray, and the same proportion believe in life after death.

Aladl 35 SV adsall b 5 «(PAUL BLOOM) alis «(Is God an Accident?) o sis Jie ™"
oaills Al yia) I daa i ) glisg paill s A8 dea il Yoo s 2 (The Atlantic)
s od oliaa 5 ) L) (5 ulaiV)

" A 1996 poll asked scientists whether they believed in God, and the pollsters set the
bar high—no mealy-mouthed evasions such as "I believe in the totality of all that exists"
or "in what is beautiful and unknown™; rather, they insisted on a real biblical God, one
believers could pray to and actually get an answer from. About 40 percent of scientists
said yes to a belief in this kind of God—about the same percentage found in a similar
poll in 1916. Only when we look at the most elite scientists—members of the National
Academy of Sciences—do we find a strong majority of atheists and agnostics.".
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"But this scenario assumes the wrong account of where supernatural ideas come from.
Religious teachings certainly shape many of the specific beliefs we hold; nobody is
born with the idea that the birthplace of humanity was the Garden of Eden, or that the
soul enters the body at the moment of conception, or that martyrs will be rewarded with
sexual access to scores of virgins. These ideas are learned. But the universal themes of
religion are not learned. They emerge as accidental by-products of our mental systems.
They are part of human nature."
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