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Social networks play a major role in sustaining a strong migration
strcam between Egypt and the Arab Gulf countries. Every Egyptian
worker in the Gull is seeking a job opportunity or a work contract for
one of this family members or friends in Egypt. The imbalance between
the demand and competition in the Gulf and the supply, in the Egyptian
case, 1s, partially, responsible about the misconduct of the employers
regarding the Egyptian labor. In addition, the kafeel system opens a
new door for misconduct.

5. Lessons Learned

The analysis indicates that the kafeel system is against the basic human
rights and the Egyptian Government as well as Egyptians NGO work-
ing in the field of migration and migrant protection should cooperate to
abandon all forms of discrimination against the Egyptian labor aboard.,
Legal assistance provided by NGOs should be expanded to include
Egyptian migrants abroad who lack the resources to hire lawyers.

In addition, NGOs should lobby to bush for the implementation of all
international agreements relating to the protection of migrants and their
families and to cooperate with human rights organizations in the re-
ceiving countries to protect migrant workers. Moreover, a pre-departure
orientation programs should be established to make potential migrants
aware of their rights and responsibilities while working abroad and 1o
be aware of the channels for legal assistance they can utilize.



massive economic development in this region. With respect to trends
in Egyptian migration to Arab countries in the 1990s, one notices an
increasing percentage share of Egyptian migrants in Saudi Arabia; the
percent of Egyptian migrants in Saudi Arabia increased from 29.3% in
1990 to 48.3% in 2000. Egyptian migrants in Iraq decreased sharply
from 44.1% in 1990 to 3.4% in 2000; this is mainly attributed to politi-
cal instability in Iraq. Egyptian migrants in Libya increased from 3%
in 1990 to 22.9% in 1993, and then decreased to 17.4% in 2000. One
should not ignore the undocumented migration to Libya in the last de-
cade since Egyptian nationals, until March 2007, were not obliged to
obtain visas or work contracts to enter Libya.

Currently, Libya hosts about two million Egyptian workers while Saudi
Arabia hosts 1.3 million. About half a million Egyptians are working in
Jordan and the same amount are working in Kuwait. United Arab Emir-
ates hosts 260 thousand Egyptian workers while Egyptians working in
Qatar are 90 thousand.

4. Determinants of Egyptian Migration to Arab Countries

Egyptians migrate to Arab countries for a different array of
reasons; economic, political, and social. The utmost reason behind the
Egyptian migration is unemployment. Unemployment pushes fresh
graduates as well as secondary unemployed persons to seek jobs outside
their home country. In the mid-seventies of the last century, thousands
of Egyptians migrated to the Arab Gulf countries seeking high-income
jobs. Nowadays. and due to the competition Egyptians face in the Gulf
labor market due to the invasion of the cheap South East Asian labor,
migration is no more rewarding like in the past, still it’s attractive.
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2. Migrants Protection and the Kafeel System

This book introduces a hot topic in migration and development related
to the protection of migrants and their rights. The findings of this books
shed some light on the so called the kafeel system, a common system
that the Arab Gulf countries employ in recruiting foreign labor. The
kafeel or the sponsor-employer system is the ruling system of the labor
market in the Arab Gulf countries. Through this system. the foreign
labor is contracted. The Kafeel could be could be an individual person
— citizen — or any other legal entity or an employer in the destination
country. Migrant workers receive an entry visa and residence permit
only if a citizen sponsors them. The Khafeel, or sponsor-employer, is
responsible financially and legally for the worker. and signs a document
from the Ministry of Labor or its equivalent ministry in charge of labor
to that effect. The worker is tied to a particular employer, and il the
worker breaks the contract. the foreign worker has to leave the country.
Typically, employers confiscate the passports of their workers. in order
to control them better, and therefore restrict their freedom of move-
ment. The immigration law in the Arab Gulf countries predicates the
legal presence of foreigner workers on sponsorship (Khafala), therefore
any dispute with an employer-sponsor leaves the immigrant worker
without legal residence, the possibility of working. and effectively the
possibility of gaining legal right.

3. Egyptian Migration in Arab Countries

The total number of Egyptians abroad ranges between six and seven
million. Two third of them are considered as temporary labor migrants,
Migration to the Arab oil-producing countries intensified after the 1973
war and the increase of oil revenues and the start of
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The Kafeel!

I.Migration and Development

Development is a multi-faceted concept. There are different forms of
development; economic, social, political, human and cultural. Self-re-
liance is an important approach to achieve all of these different forms.
Although development efforts can find support from international orga-
nizations, they should also rely upon indigenous efforts and domestic
will.

Since the 1970s, a large number of Arabs, including a great proportion
of Egyptians, migrated to different countries for economic, political and
cultural reasons. Some were blue-collared workers, while others were
highly skilled specialists in different fields. This caused the so-called
“Brain Drain” of development literature. Today we witness different
approaches such as the “Migration for Development™ initiative jointly
adopted by the European Union and the United Nations. Through this
initiative, skilled Arab migrants can return to their countries of origin to
transfer skills, share knowledge and build partnerships with their coun-
terparts. As such, the “Brain Drain” is transformed into “Brain Gain™.
'Citizens for Development' is a development-based foundation, which
chooses to conduct projects that emphasize the common area between
two important concepts; development and citizenship. Since its incep-
tion in 2007, it has carried out a number of projects that sustain partici-
pation at the local level, citizenship- based media and child rights. The
foundation was selected to implement one of the projects of the “Migra-
tion for Development™ initiative of the EU and UN.

The main goal of the project is to assist Arab migrant specialists in de-
velopment to transfer their own experience in sustainable development
to local NGOs, particularly in Upper Egypt. Project activities include
seminars, workshops, publications, peer education and documentation
of successful development projects.
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