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EUROPEAN VOCATIONAL
SKILLS WEEK
20-24 Novernber 2017

Wisam Shamroukh
Palestine’s Polytechnic University

Winner of the

The ETF Torino Process Award:
Entrepreneurship Key Competence

24 November 2017

Presented by

Marianne Thyssen
European Commissioner for Employment,
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NEWSE&VIEWS | TORINO PROCESS AWARD

TORINO PROCESS

IN ENTREPRENEURSHIP

Palestine Polytechnic University (PPU) is

the winner of the Torino Process Award,
presented during the closing ceremony of the
European Vocational Skills Week.The award
recognises outstanding initiatives promoting
entrepreneurship as a key competence
through education and training, and is
inspired by the European Entrepreneurship
Competence Framework (EntreComp).

The PPU's Entrepreneurship and Innovation course beat dozens of
entries from the ETF's 29 partner countries. Offered to students in
third-level vocational education, the course equips young people
with competences and skills that enable business creation. The
PPU’s project-based learning approach emphasises teamwork,
innovative problem sclving, opportunity recognition, leadership,
networking and communication - key features of EntreComp
Working closely with lecal businesses, students develop ‘can do’
confidence to consider business as a career option

Awarding good practice

Speaking at the Europaan Vocational Skills Week event in
Brussels, the European Commissioner for Education, Culture,
Youth and Sport Tiber Navracsics said: 'Supporting entrepreurship
cormpetences positively impacts career prospects of young
people... employers are looking for young employees who

are creative and can solve preblems werking with each other’
Congratulating the PPU for its innovative teaching and learning
approach, ETF Director Cesare Onestini highlighted that ‘the
award will help to inspire educators, training providers and
policymakers in Europe and the neighbourhood to promote
entreprenaurship as a kay competence in education.

From job seekers to job creators

More than 450 students have graduated from the PPU's
programme, including many successful start-ups accepted into
the university's business incubator. Lecturer Wisam Shamroukh,
who received the award in Brussels on behalf of the PPU,
designed the course to foster job creators, not job seekers. 'This
is a deep change in the mentality of the graduates, from applying
with a CV to a company to establishing the company themselves!

Fadia Zahdeh, 31, a vecational graduate in multimedia and graphic
design established Wonder Paper, a business that transforms and

10 | 1&) MARCH 2018

43

recycles paper 1o preduce artistic objects for in-door decorations.
She began the course as an artist but soon discovered her talents
could turn to profit. 'l started to ask more and more questions
and now | have a business! The teaching approach motivated me
o continue the course and reach the expected outcomes. In fact,
| exceeded this very quickly. | really received the right training and
gained the skills to achieve my poals!’

Fayez Karakey, 21, a vecational graduate in photography and video
production, astablished PalMotion, which produces 2D, 3D and
stop-motion animation films, incorporating recycled materiats. °l
had the idea for my business before coming to the polytechnic,
but | didn't know | was an entrepreneur! | have used these new
skills to transferm my hobby as a designer into a profitable project”

Business on side

Course participants are ‘job ready' says Akram Hijazi, from the
Federation of Palestinian Chambers of Commerce, Industry and
Agriculture - a close partner of the PPU. He puts this down to
the close mentoring with business leaders. 'It's vaery important
young entrepreneurs get mentored by experienced business
people. They get familiar with the needs of the market and the
companies, saving time and effort for them and the employers!

It is not only students and businesses benefiting. Mr Shamroukh
trains faculty staff at the PPU and other education institutions

in Jordan, Palestine, Portugal and Saudi Arabia. 'l see a growing
demand. This award makes me more confident with my approach
and with my curniculum!
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entrepreneurship key competence is
being addressed in education system

and @PPU has come out on top
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to Palestine Polytechnic University!
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BACIGALUPO M, KAMPYLIS P, PUNIE Y AND VAN DEN BRANDE L. ENTRECOMP: THE ENTREPRENEURSHIP
COMPETENCE FRAMEWORK. EUR 27939 EN. LUXEMBOURG (LUXEMBOURG): PUBLICATIONS OFFICE OF
THE EUROPEAN UNION; 2016.JRC101581

BACIGALUPO, M., WEIKERT GARCIA, L., MANSOORI, Y. AND OKEEFFE, W., ENTRECOMP PLAYBOOK., EUR
30245 EN, PUBLICATIONS OFFICE OF THE EUROPEAN UNION, LUXEMBOURG, 2020, ISBN 978-92-76-
19416-3,D001:10.2760/77835,JRC120487.

MCCALLUM, E., MCMULLAN, L., WEICHT, R. AND KLUZER, S., ENTRECOMP AT WORK., BACIGALUPO, M.
EDITOR(S), EUR 30228 EN, PUBLICATIONS OFFICE OF THE EUROPEAN UNION, LUXEMBOURG, 2020,
ISBN 978-92-76-19002-8, D01:10.2760/673856,]RC120486.

MCCALLUM, E., WEICHT, R., MCMULLAN, L. AND PRICE, A., ENTRECOMP INTO ACTION - GET INSPIRED,
MAKE IT HAPPEN: A USER GUIDE TO THE EUROPEAN ENTREPRENEURSHIP COMPETENCE FRAMEWORK,
BACIGALUPO, M. AND O°KEEFFE, W. EDITOR(S), EUR 29105 EN, PUBLICATIONS OFFICE OF THE
EUROPEAN UNION, LUXEMBOURG, 2018, ISBN 978-92-79-79360-8, DOI:10.2760/574864,
JRC109128.

CEDEFOP

https://www.cedefop.europa.eu/en/projects/learning-outcomes

BoDY OF KNOWLEDGE OF ENTREPRENEURSHIP, DOHAR BOB M. SITUMORANG ET AL.
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